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Sunday 19 December 2010
Mary’s Boy Child
Year A - Advent 4 - 04A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 7.10-16 At a time when Judah’s King Ahaz has turned from the Lord and the country is in crisis, Isaiah delivers a prophecy: as a sign from the Lord, a virgin will conceive and have a son named Immanuel.
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 A psalm of petition that asks for the Lord’s help and promises faithfulness in return. “Make us strong again! Smile on us and save us.” 
Romans 1.1-7 The introduction to Paul’s letter to the Romans in which he declares the gospel to be about Jesus, a human descendant of David who is also the powerful Son of God raised from the dead. 
Matthew 1.18-25 The angel Gabriel appears to Joseph and tells him that Mary will have a son, born of the Holy Spirit.
Pray for Peace  Advent resources from World Methodist Council.
Christian World Service has comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on-line and in a resource pack that includes CD. These resources include prayers already on PowerPoint.
Advent 4 service resources as PDF.


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	This last Sunday before Christmas we focus on Mary’s boy child and use the readings from Isaiah and Matthew to put together a simple service around the names “Emmanuel” and “Jesus”. The name “Emmanuel” is only found in Matthew’s gospel and Isaiah. In case you were wondering about the variants of the spelling, the beginning vowel of “Immanuel” is usually translated with an “I” from the Hebrew (Isaiah) and an “E” from the Greek (Matthew). 

Nativity Plays

There are three Nativity Play scripts available from the Refresh section of the Methodist website. The service plan for Christmas Day will be structured around the “Impromptu Play” and the one labelled “Christmas Hope” is written to fit with today’s theme – but adapt and use them any way and time you are able.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Watch Nathan King singing “Oh, holy night” to the backdrop of stunning Central Otago scenery. Awesome! Thanks to Nigel Hanscamp for providing this link.

Jester Hairston’s song “Mary’s boy child” fits today’s theme. It has been recorded by Kiri TeKanawa, The Wiggles and Mahalia Jackson (to mention just a few), but perhaps the best known version is Boney M’s. In 1983 the words and music were the subject of the Christmas stamps put out by St Kitts in the Caribbean.  

Family Movies worth screening this season

The Nativity Story (2006), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than what it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.
The First Christmas (1998) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.
The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The 
Complete Third Series. The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Advent Station - Star Burst

Set up “stations” around your church and allow 5-10 minutes for this activity. The number you set up will depend on the size of your congregation. At each station you will need the instructions and a bowl of Starburst lollies. Print the instructions below large, spread over 2 A4 sheets:
Do

Take a starburst lolly and put it on your tongue.

How do you like to eat lollies?  Are you a sucker or a chewer?

Eat your lolly the way you’d like, and as you do, enjoy the burst of flavour that the lolly creates.

Read from the Bible

“…After her baby is born, name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." So the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, "A virgin will have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel," which means "God is with us."  

Matthew 1:21-23

Stop and think

What does ‘God is with us’ mean in the reality of our daily lives?

How is the birth of Jesus evidence of God bursting in?

Considering the metaphor of eating a lolly as being like your connection with Jesus; are you a ‘sucker’, a ‘chewer’, would you rather not even try to eat the lolly or do you swallow it down without even tasting it? 

Pray

Pray a one or two sentence prayer. Say that you wish to discover and enjoy Jesus as ‘God with us’ in your life. 

eg. 
Dear God

Thank you for Jesus and that his birth means you are with us.

I pray__________

Amen.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Don’t let the fact that you may be familiar with the Christmas story blind you to its startling unpredictability. The birth of Christ brings together, in a stunning collision, things that are everyday and those that are truly extraordinary.
The story of God’s visit to this planet is interwoven with earthy details like: 


the hassle of trying to find accommodation, 


shepherds keeping guard over their sheep in the night-time 


a king’s desire to have a census


and the difficulty of transport for a heavily pregnant woman

The story also includes extraordinary events like:

           a virgin birth

          angelic visitations

          the slaughter of infants

          kings from the east being guided by a star

This season is called Advent. Advent simply means “coming”. This Advent season we have been thinking about the coming of Christ. There is a day in the future, that we look forward to, when Christ will come and God’s plan for this earth will be accomplished. Today, instead of looking forward, we look back to the coming that happened 2000 years ago. It was the coming of a Mary’s boy-child who was born in a barn.
The child grew up with Mary and Joseph as his parents, but this was no ordinary family. Joseph was descended of the famous King David. He was engaged to be married to Mary, but when he found out that she was going to have a baby, he wanted to call-off the wedding. That was when God told him that this baby would be no ordinary baby. This child was to be the very Son of God. And he was to have a special name.
What does your name mean? Do you know? Were you named because of the meaning of your name? 

        Mary means “bitterness” 

        Joseph means “may God give increase”

Sometimes parents choose a name because they like the sound of it, sometimes because it is a family name, sometimes they name their children after someone, like a family member or a hero. The reading from the Gospel today gives us two names for Mary’s son: Emmanuel and Jesus.
Have you found that God is with us?
The first name is Emmanuel. We found it in our reading from Isaiah this morning as well as in the gospel reading. It means “God with us”. That bears some thinking about! God - with - us. Jesus is God with us. Jesus was God living on earth among people, showing us God’s love, showing us how to live in a way that pleases God. His presence on our earth brings God near. He knows about those things that are common to the human condition. He experienced family life; the joy of friendship; the grief of a friend’s death; and, at the end, his own betrayal, rejection, suffering and death. Because of this we can be sure that in joy, God is with us. In grief, God is with us. He draws alongside and empathises with us. When we are frightened, he is with us.
When we are happy, he is with us.

When a baby is born, he is with us.

When a loved one dies, he is with us.

When we need guidance, he is with us.

His name is Emmanuel – God with us. This Christmas let us be open to his presence.
Have you found that God rescues us?
The second name is Jesus. It is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua and means “the Lord rescues us”. The name is appropriate because Jesus rescues us from a life without hope. He rescues us from our own short-comings. Jesus came and lived and died so we can be forgiven and find a new and meaningful life; a life of purpose and significance as we seek to identify with God’s cosmic plan.
Advent refers to the coming of Jesus in the past and the coming of Jesus in the future. But Advent, of course, is also the time when we count down to the coming of Christmas. (There are only six more sleeps!) How many of you have an Advent calendar? 
(You could show an Advent calendar here. The Christian World Service one is great because its emphasis is on giving rather than getting. Lego has a lego-brick nativity candle that “burns” down – you may be able to find some other interesting variations.) 
Here in church we have an Advent wreath. We use the candles around the wreath to count the Sundays until Christmas and this morning we lit the last of the four Advent candles.
On Christmas Day some of you are going to have a very full house. Relations and friends will turn up for a Christmas lunch or tea. There can be a lot of work involved in getting ready for guests, especially if you are catering for a large crowd. There will be supplies of food and drink to be brought in, and we will want the house to look nice, so there is tidying to do and the lawns and hedge to trim. We want things to look presentable for our guests.
The most important coming of Advent, however, is the coming of Jesus to us now. 

Just like when guests come into our home and we make an effort to get things tidy, Advent is a time for putting things right in our lives and planning how we can do things better. Emmanuel wants to find a home in your life and mine this Christmas.
 

	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Wesley’s death

On Wednesday, 2nd March 1791 John Wesley died. He was 88 years old. It is reported that his last words were spoken twice, and with great fervour, "The best of all is, God is with us." 

Handel’s Messiah

“Never again are we to look at the stars, as we did when we were children, and wonder how far it is to God. A being outside our world would be a spectator, looking on but taking no part in this life, where we try to be brave despite all the bafflement. A God who created, and withdrew, could be mighty, but he could not be love. 
Who could love a God remote, when suffering is our lot? Our God is closer than our problems, for they are out there, to be faced; He is here, beside us, Emmanuel.”

Joseph E. McCabe writing about Handel’s Messiah. See Handel’s Messiah: A Devotional Commentary
Jesus’ birth place

Those who have visited the Holy Land will know that there are often several sites, any one of which visitors can be taken and told, “this is the scene of the Last Supper” … or of some other event in Jesus’ life. One special site is a cave-like stable in Bethlehem which is shown as the place of Jesus’ birth. (Houses were built on the limestone ridge and caves hollowed out below for the animals.) Very early in the church’s history Emperor Hadrian tried to desecrate the place by erecting a shine there to the god Adonis. Early in the 4th Century Constantine built a great church there. Much altered, it still stands today as the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It is one of the oldest Christian churches that is still standing. As you approach there is a big wall with a door so low that you have to stoop to enter. It is called the “Door of Humility.”

It is a poignant metaphor. We can’t come to Christ standing upright – every person who wants to come to the infant Jesus has to stoop!


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	Hymns & Songs
Away in a manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P94; CMP 47; S1 36
Born in the night, Mary's child  WOV 642; H&P 95; CMP 62

Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Cradled in a manger, meanly MHB 127ii; H&P 98ii
Emmanuel CMP 120

Emmanuel, Emmanuel SIS 238; CMP 121; S2 675

Jesus, name above all names SIS 226; CMP 375; S1 291

Let earth and heaven combine WOV 229, H&P 109
Long time ago in Bethlehem (Not in any of the 13 books listed! – you may need to 
     look in books of carols for this one, or buy the music on-line)           
Long ago, prophets knew H&P 83  
O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503

Of the Father's love begotten MHB 83; WOV215; H&P 79
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404
The angel Gabriel from heaven came WOV222, H&P87

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy WOV232
There is no child so small  HIOS 133

This child secretly comes CMP 690; S1 511
Sing a carol of summer  COC 38

Thou didst leave Thy throne (You did leave your throne) MHB 150; WOV206, 
     H&P 154; CMP 697
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
To carol or not to carol

Tom Jennings, Director of Worship and Arts, Redeemer Presbyterian Church has this to say in a Christianity Today blog, “Some carols have odd or misleading lyrics, such as 'no crying he makes' from 'Away in a Manger.' This lyric misses a key aspect of the Incarnation: Jesus entered into our suffering. We don't sing that carol, but have instrumental arrangements of the melody."

Well, maybe we can be a bit too precious and picky at a time when the rest of the community is happy to sing the Christian story. However, if you are looking for something a bit new and different, consider this offering from Stuart Manins of East Coast Bays Parish:
Ballad of the Nativity

Certainly brought up in Nazareth

Some say “was born there” also,

Yeshua or Iesus, the same name in Latin, 

Lived with his mother and Jo - He did

Lived with his mother and Jo.

They were poor and they lived in the country

But a carpenter/builder would speak 

Aramaic and then from the nearby Sepphoris* 

Extra street Latin and Greek - maybe

Extra street Latin and Greek.




*pre-Roman Jewish town 

Miracles linked to this family

Were rare, if at all, in this beth*;   

But Joseph, the dad of the children to come

Protected a young girl from death – fine man!

Protected a young girl from death.

* village

Jesus developed as normal

Except that at twelve years of age

He questioned and answered Jerusalem’s teachers

When not yet a recognized sage – smart lad!

When not yet a recognized sage.

Chorus:

Not famed for his reading or writing

Jesus, the Christ, was The Word;

Left no written speeches, or sermons on scrolls,

Folks simply followed and heard, Amen

Folks simply followed and heard. 

So what can we make of the stories

Of Wise Men, sheep, shepherds, stars bright,

Angels, a virgin, child murderer Herod, 

Bethlehem, Egypt at night? – good grief!

Bethlehem, Egypt at night.

A mixture of metaphor and history

From people who wanted to say

That Jesus their Lord was the new found Messiah,

The ‘Truth and the Life and the Way’ wrote John

The ‘Truth and the Life and the Way’.

Amazing nativity stories 

Of highly famed men in the past,

Prophets or Kings, religious or pagan

Predicted rare greatness to last, take note

Predicted rare greatness to last.
Then who is this healer from Galilee? 

Madman, Messiah or Priest,

Prophet, a servant King, fake or a Saviour;

Your choice – but come to his feast – it’s free

Your choice – but come to his feast.

Chorus:

Not famed for his reading or writing

Jesus, the Christ, was The Word;

Left no written speeches, or sermons on scrolls,

Folks simply followed and heard, Amen

Folks simply followed and heard. 

Stuart Manins - July 2010 (used with permission) A scanned copy of the music, also written by Stuart, is available on request from gammanclan@bindon.co.nz


	Prayers
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	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the fourth Advent candle

We wait for the child named Immanuel
who is from the Holy Spirit.

He is God with us

and he fulfils God’s promise

by saving his people 

from their sins.

God of light

come to us

and rescue us

so we that may live in your light.
(Light the fourth candle)

A Christmas prayer for reading Between the Lines
When the silly season comes to a pause, 

and the shops and restaurants close, 

the holy day of Christmas begins. 

My mind can rush to the next event, 

or be still and drink in the silence of joy. 

Birth is an event of creation – perhaps God is a midwife? – 

which has both pain and delight.

Emperors, CEOs and Generals 

downplay it as women’s work, 

scared to let the nurturing spirit 

weaken their power.

O God within,

Open my eyes to read between the lines

to seek the hidden gift of love, 

and to let the story re-write my life, Amen. 
John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (Used with permission)

Collect

God our Redeemer, 

you chose the virgin Mary, 

to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour. 

Fill us with your grace
that in all things we may embrace your holy will

and with her rejoice in your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

A prayer for help

Shepherd of Israel 

get all your sheep together. 

Throw beams of light 
from your dazzling throne 
so we can see where we're going. 

God, come back! 
Make us strong again

Smile your blessing on us 
That will be our salvation. 

Turn us again to yourself, O Lord God Almighty.
Make your face shine down upon us.
Only then will we be saved

God, come back! 
Make us strong again

Smile your blessing on us 
That will be our salvation.

Based on Psalm 80

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.



	Children
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	Ask the children if they know what their name means. Get a baby name book and look up the names for their meanings. (If you are internet connected lots of sites will give you name meanings. Thinkbabynames will even generate a random boy or girl name for prospective parents who can’t think of one for themselves!) Ask who knows why their parents gave them their particular name. Who was named after another family member? Do you have a nickname?
Talk about the naming of baby Jesus and the meaning of his name. ‘Jesus’ - the Lord rescues and ‘Emmanuel’ - God with us. How good it is to have God with us to help us.


	PowerPoint
	Nativity scene
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