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Sunday 1 August 2010
How rich?
Year C - Pentecost 10 – 50C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	There is a progressive thread that runs through the four lectionary readings today.

Hosea 11.1-11 The Lord loves and cares for his people like a parent does with an infant child. He remains faithful to people despite their unfaithfulness to him.
Psalm 107.1-9, 43 The Psalmist praises God for his kindness to his people.
Colossians 3.1-11 We have been given new life in Christ and the expected result is some moral repercussions to be seen in the type of lives we live.
Luke 12.13-21 Jesus tells the story of a rich famer who builds bigger barns to store his crops but who neglects to have a rich relationship with God.


	Introduction / Summary
	Our desire for more (greed) comes from being self-absorbed. Look how the man in Jesus’ story is so full of himself. In his short speech from Luke 12.17-19 he says “I” seven times, “my” twice and “mine” once. The gospel calls us to deny ourselves and follow our Lord, but quietly I, me and mine can take over our thinking. Consider how much these words can even sneak into what we call worship. Someone has caricatured this attitude in the little prayer, “Lord, bless me and my son John and our two wives – us four and no more. Amen.”
God calls the greedy, rich farmer a fool (Luke 12.20). In contrast Jesus encourages us to be rich in our relationship with God. This kind of “richness” involves seeking and doing God’s will, and will be shown in a concern to help others.


	Broader / Personal Preparation
	The 1997 movie “For Richer Or Poorer” featuring Tim Allen and Kirstie Alley develops this week’s theme in an entertaining way. It tells the story of a rich New York couple who are on the run from the tax department and hide out in Amish territory. In a light comedy format the film manages to communicate Amish (Christian) values about simplicity and possessions.
This week’s gospel passage picks up another of the major emphases of Luke. This time it is concern for the poor and our attitude towards wealth and possessions. There are three streams of thought on this subject that run concurrently through Luke’s gospel:

1. Reversal. The powerful will be brought low. The hungry will be blessed. The rich will be sent away empty (Luke 1.50-53). The poor and hungry are blessed but the rich and well fed are in trouble (Luke 6.20-21 & 24-25; Luke 16.19-31).

2. Renunciation. Disciples and the rich are challenged to renounce their wealth and give their possessions away (Luke 12.33-34; Luke 14.33; Luke 18.18-25). These are hard sayings of Jesus!

3. Stewardship. Those entrusted with much are expected to be good stewards of their resources (Luke 12.48; Luke 14-12-14; Luke 19.1-10).

The idea of bigger barns is carried through to the next paragraph (Luke 12.22-26) where we are told to trust and not to worry. Easier said than done! Crows don’t have barns to store stuff in, but God looks after them. It may be of significance that Luke has “crows” (unclean birds) where Matthew records the more general “birds of the air.” If God looks after even the unclean, why should we worry?


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Borrow a flash looking cell phone. (If the person you borrow it from is in the congregation you will need to be sure that they won’t be offended, as the point of this exercise is to communicate that bigger/ newer/ flasher is not better!) During the announcements time start a dialogue with someone sitting in the congregation about a recent church event. (This will need to be rehearsed, but should appear to the congregation as being impromptu). 
Leader: “Did you see what happened at the dinner last Saturday (or fill in your own recent church event)?”

Other person: “I was there, but I’m not sure what you are referring to”
Leader:  “Just a minute... I recorded it on my phone”
Take out the flash phone and make a point of showing it off.

Leader:  “I took a short video – I’ll send it to you. What’s your cell number?”

Other person: “Ahhh... I don’t think I can receive video on my phone.”

Leader:  “Oh, bummer.... never mind... This baby has a 10 mega-pixel camera. I took some great photos. I’ll send you a couple.”

Other person: “Well... I’m not sure that my phone can receive photos either. Even if it could, it wouldn’t be able to get one with 10 mega-pixels. I’d need a 
phone like yours.”
Leader: Yeah... sorry about that. This is a great phone. There’s new apps 
(applications) coming out for it all the time. I just can’t keep up.”



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link

This link will take you to Dan Dick’s blog post which has an interesting article about how pleonexia has affected the Protestant church.
	Wake Up: Bigger is not better
The story of Jesus in Luke 12.13-21 resonates well with us in the 21st Century. We may not have barns, but in our consumer culture we sure all know what it is to want bigger and better and newer. The average size of our homes is getting bigger and bigger – as is the average size of our TVs. “Why don’t you come and watch the rugby at my place? I’ve got a 42 inch.” 

Both the Gospel reading (Luke 12.15) and the Colossians passage (Colossians 3.5) warn about the dangers of greed. The Greek word used is “pleonexia” (a desire to have more) which appropriately sounds like some kind of disease. 
In our technological age “latest” could be used interchangeably with “bigger” inn the story.

Listen to those suffering from pleonexia:

“Oh, you’ve got a flat-screen TV – is it HD? Are you going to get 3D?”

“What about the new iphone 4? Is your ipod an ipod touch? What about that new ipad?”
Advertisers work hard at making us feel dissatisfied with what we have, and our consumer culture pushes us into an endless round of gathering more and more things for ourselves. In a world of hunger and extreme poverty this is a justice issue. We need to wake up, let go and get off the merry-go-round. 
Be Surprised: We are not immortal

They say that there is nothing certain in this life except death and taxes. Yet, we live most of our lives as though we are immortal, feverishly pursuing our own comfort and desires. Sometimes it takes a scrape with death to make us re-evaluate our priorities and get life into perspective. After such an experience some people have spoken of an increased appreciation of other people, or a desire to do something significant in the way of service. 
I’m intrigued by the pervasiveness of luxury retirement options now offered to those with sufficient wealth. While I do appreciate the need for everyone to plan for retirement, I wonder how realistic are the almost religious claims made by advertisers. By just looking at a few advertisements we can read the promise of “complete peace of mind, tranquillity, freedom, security, vibrant community, new friendships” - not to mention “the finer things in life, resort style living, luxurious lifestyle, unrivalled comfort, beautifully established grounds and fantastic leisure facilities.” Am I being too harsh is saying that this sounds a bit like the man in Jesus’ story who says to himself, “Self, you've done well! You've got it made and can now retire. Take it easy and have the time of your life!” (Luke 12.19 - The Message)?
Be Content – with what you have 
It is possible to be content with less, to live more simply than what is normally demanded by our stridently consumerist culture. The writer to the Hebrews encourages Christians to not be obsessed with getting more material things. Instead to be satisfied with what we have, for the Lord has promised that he will not leave us or desert us. (Hebrews 13.5). We need to practise delighting in what we already have rather than striving for what we don’t. It is worth remembering that we only hold any possessions temporarily.  
Ultimately, contentment, comfort and security cannot be purchased. These are things that come from trusting in our God.

“Use it up, wear it out, make it do or go without.” Amish proverb


	Illustrations /
Stories
	John Wesley

John Wesley sought to earn all he could and to give away as much as he could. When he was at Oxford he had an income of £30 a year. He found he was able to live on £28 and give £2 away. Later, when his income increased to £60, £90 and eventually £120 he still lived on £28 and gave the rest away.
Is my planning appropriate?

One of my friends (who happens to be a New Zealand Methodist minister), as part of his training for ministry, enrolled in an ethics paper. From memory it was a full year course. The paper was solely assessed by means of an end of year exam. He had worked hard through the year, attended all the lectures and taken copious notes. There was much material to revise to prepare for the final examination. He carefully screened through old exam papers and committed to memory outline answers to expected questions. On the day of the exam, to his horror, there was not one question that he had prepared for in the paper. What’s more none of the material in the exam paper had been covered in the lectures! 
This was because there was more than one ethics paper and he in fact mistakenly enrolled in a different one to the one that he had worked on all year! Needless to say he was ill prepared. 
This is like the situation of the rich farmer in Jesus story from Luke 12.13-21. He thought he’d planned and prepared so well for himself – but in the end he wasn’t prepared at all for what happened.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
Ctrl+Click to

follow link
	Hymns

All hail the power (MHB 91; WOV 159; CMP 5; S1 7)

Come down O love divine (MHB 273; WOV 310; CMP 34; S1 71)
God of grace and God of glory (WOV 543)
Here I am (S1 161)
May the mind of Christ my Saviour (WOV 537; CMP 157; S2 887)
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (WOV 382)
Use this link to go to a really good newer hymn called “Bigger Barns” on the Church World Service website. The tune is ABERYSTWYTH (Jesus lover of my soul).
Songs

Give thanks (S1 118)

I am a new creation (S1 191)

In my life be glorified (S1 230) 

Jesus take me as I am (S1 297)
My life is in you (S1 368)
Seek ye first (WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; S1 447)


	Prayers
	The Lord Is Good to His People

Shout praises to the Lord! 
He is good to us, 

and his love never fails. 

Everyone the Lord has rescued from trouble 

should praise him. 

Everyone he has brought 

from the east and the west, 

the north and the south

should praise him. 

Some of you were lost 

in the scorching desert, 

you were hungry and thirsty 

and about to give up. 

You were in serious trouble, 

but you prayed to the Lord, 

and he rescued you. 

You should praise the Lord 

for his love 

and for the wonderful things 

he does for all of us

Be wise! Remember this 

and think about the kindness 

of the Lord.

Psalm 107. 1-8 & 43 CEV (adapted)

Generous God

The earth and everything in it is yours

The world and all its people belong to you

You laid the earth’s foundation 

And we acknowledge you as the great Creator

We come this morning from our self-centredness

And seek God-awareness

We come from a week of selfish ambition

To be reminded again of your will

And the needs of our brothers and sisters who share our planet

We acknowledge you as the wonderful Saviour

We come giving you our wayward thoughts:

Our anxieties and our apathy

Our doubts and our certainties

We come to hear your call

To praise you as the glorious king

And to taste your abundant life

Amen



	Children


	A need or a luxury?
Ask for suggestions of common gadgets and appliances that people have about their homes. (Things like a toaster, a television, fridge, CD player, bicycle, ipod, Xbox, watch, car, computer etc)

Write them up (on a white/ blackboard or overhead projector)
Now get a show-of-hands vote on whether each is a need or a luxury. (Note: there is no right or wrong – the value is in thinking about it.)


	PowerPoint
	A background of money, notes or coins, would work with today’s theme. 
If you wanted to keep with the agricultural setting of the story you could use wool bales.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
5

