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MARCH 2008
AUGUST 2018

Volunteers invaluable to archives move

Inside
Women Unite in Fiji - pages 13 / 17Bible in Schools - page 6Metanoia 2018 - page 2

Joyce Challies (l) and Katherine Gillard (r) organize archives on the new shelving units while Jo Smith and Marlene Borgfeldt discuss indexing.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

A new chapter Farewell and thanks
to Pieter van den Berg
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These Girls are on Fire!

From left to right:
Tumema, ‘Amelia, friends Tom, Jo, and Malavai at Metanoia 2018
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New Kaiapoi parsonage
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The rose window from the old parsonage is a
feature of the new building.

Jan Tasker with former students
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Rev Setaita Kinahoi Veikune

Outstanding services recognised

St Pauls Waimate
congregation gathers
for final service
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Arapera Bella Ngaha and Airedale Property Trust group property manager Ratenesh Sharma
celebrate the opening of the units.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND THE VICE PRESIDENT

President
Prince Devanandan

Vice President
Viv Whimster

New opportunities with every new day
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Income Fund 7.81% 5.87%

Growth and Income Fund 3.63% 3.76%

Income distributions for the quarter $4,013,394

Established for the secure and socially responsible
investment of the Church's funds

Methodist Trust Association

DISTRIBUTION RATES TO 30 JUNE 2018

Growth and Income Fund depositors received an additional

$12,139,531 capital distribution, lifting the total annual return to 12.86%

Distribution letter & commentary:  www.methodist.org.nz

12 Month Average3 Months

Chaplaincy forum attracts a small & amazing team

Vic Longley
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Who are we following?

Worldly matters important to faith
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Let them eat cake

Bible in Schools; to be or not to be…
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NZ Bill of Rights
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Religious Education -
Why should we have it?

David Hines

Tracy Kirkley
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Barriers we put
up as Christians
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Bill Peddie holds a certificate
recognising 50 years of lay preaching

Outstanding
achievement
for lay preacher

Head of Bible Society
in Gulf visiting NZ

 Dr Hrayr Jebejian and his wife Dr Arda Jebejian

David Bush
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At her birthday celebration Stella's nephew Rev Ken

Russell spoke of her long and dedicated service to

Christ and his Church, and of the war and parish record

of her husband John. Renowned for their compassion

and contribution to parish life in communities throughout

New Zealand and further afield via mission work, the

couple had only two years semi-retirement before John

died in 1979 aged 67.

Stella moved from Thames to Christchurch after John's

death, and then to Auckland before she returned to

Christchurch aged 80. She lived with daughter Hilary

until she moved into Chatswood Retirement Home four

years ago. Highly regarded for her energy, independence

and youthfulness, Stella was involved in many activities

including the Opportunity Shop at the church, bible

studies, Leprosy Mission fairs, hospitality and Single

Women's Group lunches, travel and concerts.

Hilary says, “When Stella was in her early 90s people

often mistook her to be in her early 80s. She was still walking everywhere

and climbing on and off buses. She loved scrabble, cards and rummy'o'.

She usually thrashed us at those games until she was 95 years old.”

Stella Watson

100th Birthday Celebrations
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A R O U N D  T H E  C O N N E X I O N

     f your parish is engaged in community or social

service work, you should join the Methodist Alliance.

The Alliance supports the work of its members by

leveraging collective skills and experience, providing

resources and information, and raising the profile of the

work you do.

METHODIST
ALLIANCE
N G A  P U R A P U R A  W E T E R I A N A

A O T E AR O A

If you would like to join the Alliance please contact
the National Coordinator Carol Barron:

03 375 0512 • 027 561 9164

Carol@MethodistAlliance.org.nz

PO Box 5416, Papanui, Christchurch 8542

methodist.org.nz/social_services
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Rev Gary Glover joined friends and family for the launch of his book
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launches new book
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Executive secretary of presbytery central considers
his role ad-ministry

The church at Lybster, Scotland

Help to pass through
seasons of grief

Sandra Gibbons
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World Council of Churches 70 years on

The Royal Wedding
and that sermon



TOUCHSTONE • AUGUST 2018           13

I hope everyone had a great holiday

and is enjoying being back at school!

As I looked out of my window this morning

and saw the trees in the park, the birds flying

around and the children in the playground, I

was reminded about the wonderful world God

has given to us. He has given us an amazing

world with so many plants, animals and insects

as well as people to enjoy.

We have to remember to take care of these

precious gifts: to water the plants, feed our

pets and to recognise that insects such as

bees, who give us honey, also play a part in

our lives. Friends are also important but

remember, to have a friend you must be a

friend.

                                                  Doreen Lennox.

Matariki is the M ori name for a cluster

of stars also known as the Pleiades or

Seven Sisters. For M ori it is the start of

a New Year, a time to gather together with

family and friends and reflect on the past,

celebrate the present and plan for the

future.

The children at St John's in Hamilton East

celebrated by taking a leading part in a

special Sunday morning service with

prayers, readings and songs in te reo.

What are you doing at church? Please email

or write to let me know so I can share it

with other children around the country.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thomas reads a prayer in te reo as part of the Matariki service
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Women's Fellowship
for all Women

Y O U N G  P E O P L E

Welcome to the August Kidz Korna!

Author: Toni Rolleston Cummins

Illustrator: Nicki Slade Robinson

Publisher: Huia Publishers

Matai lives with his seven brothers in

Maketu. They become entranced by seven

beautiful women, but all is not what it seems.

They were fairy women - putupaiarehe, and it takes the magical powers

of Matai to save them. This is a modern story about the M ori New Year

and how the seven stars came to be in the sky.

This can be read by upper primary and intermediate age children and

shared with younger ones although I found the illustrations a bit scary.

For your
bookshelf

The Seven
Stars of Matariki
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What are the kids in your church up to?

BIRDS   CLUSTER   FISH   IWI   JUNE   MAORI   MATARIKI   MOON

 NEW   PLANTING   PLEIADES   SEVEN   SKY   STARS   SUN   YEAR

Matariki Word Search
Can you find all these words in the Word Search?

How many of you
celebrated Matariki?

Kidz Korna
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www.cws.org.nz

Please donate to the
South Sudan Appeal

AC
T 

Al
lia

nc
e/

 P
au

l J
ef

fre
y

Displaced by war and poverty,
South Sudanese need food, water and safety.
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Global agenda for good health

Thank you
for help
in Tonga

The Great March of Return began on 30 March as a peaceful protest of Palestinian Refugees marking 70 years since
they had fled their homes. Attacks by the Israeli military left 146 Palestinian and four Israelis dead.
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On 'Eua, Livi (l) and Sela's (r) homes were both damaged.
Members of Ama Takiloa, they have remained strong
and are keen to help local families repair rainwater
systems and plant new crops. The cyclone destroyed
the community hall where they made tapa and mats so
they now work at home.
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Unsung Methodists Donald Phillipps

F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S

New Research Room at the Methodist Archives
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Hard work and courage

Jo Smith, Archivist, Methodist Church of New Zealand Archives

The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine.

John Kellett Watson 1911-1979

John and Stella Watson 1946
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Chosen people,
called to proclaim
with hearts on fire!

Mafutaga Tamaitai Sinoti Samoa
Ekalesia Metotisi Niu Sila

Te Hahi Weteriana O Aotearoa
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women, South Pacific Area Seminar - Fiji

Tama'ita'i o le Sinoti Samoa sa auai i le South Pacific Area Seminar sa usuia i Fiti 2018. Sinoti Samoa's Women
Fellowship members at the  South Pacific Area Seminar 2018.
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Ai Vaqa Vakayalo Ena Vula Ko Okosita 2018
Na Kaukauwa Ni Nona Cakacaka Kei Keda Na Yalo Tabu

Rev Peni Tikoinaka, Talatala Qase
Wasewase ko Viti kei Rotuma

Ko ira na lewe ni Bose Ni Wasewase ena Bose Vakayabaki ena I ka 20-22 ni Julai 2018

'8�	���	�������	��
��������������	����	���	&�������
9���	��	����	*	��������	���
)���	
���������	��	��������
�
���	&�����������	��	%�����	���
��������	���	*	��	����	��
������	��	)���	
���������$
J�����������������	�+��������������
�������
���
����������	����������������
��������	�������	��	��	�����	����
��"���	��	�
�

J�������	������������������	��	�	�	�	�	�

�������������"���	�
���
�����������	���

I��
�����!�����������"�������"���	���"�

����
����
�
�������������������	����

����������	�I��
������������	"����

��
�"��

�������
�����������	��������	���	������

�����������	�	�������������������7����!

�������
�����������������	���������

�
����	�+���������
�:	�	���	�H
������

%	��	���	!������������"�������������

�����
�
����I��
�����!������	���"������

�	���"�������	�������������������	���

J��������"���������	���	���	�����������	

�	������������	�;
���
�
�

%�	�����	��	�;
���:���	������������

��	���	���
	�	��	���������
��7���	���	

���7������������������
�����	��������

��	��
	�	��	�$��
������7����	

��������	��	�����	��<�
����������	

��	�����	���������
��
���������
��	��

���������	���	�����	�������"
�7�6	��!

�������������������	����������������	

$��
���
��
�������	��
	�	�

�����/�(��5�'��������
����"������
����������	�����"���
�6	
��(

'����������������
���	�
���
���
�
�
��!�	
!�����
���	�������"��

���
�"��	���������$���������	�����"�
�����
����	���	�����	�����������
	�	��	���
$���������������	���	������������
$���������	�I��
������������	���	!
��	"����!���	��������	������	�����
�"��

�����������
������������8���������������0�����&

D������8�������8��
��������1����������$
�������:#=9

��	�
�	��	�	
���������

����������	���	��	����������
����	��	������	���	�������
�����	�����	��	����	��	�
�	���
���"	���	����	����	�
�	������
���	��
��	���	����	���	�
���	���
���������	1	���	��
��	��	����	�
�
��
�	��	�	
���������	���
����
���������	���1��
��$
�
����������	�!�	��	"��
��������	
���	��
�#�����
������	����#������������*
�����
�����#	�	������������	������������

����
����#�
#����M
���	������1#���	�������"�

�������	
���	����2
��>�
	�	
�#�
#���!����
���	"��	
�����1#��	��
��
������

����	�
���
������
��
��
��	��"	���	
���	������
0�	"���	�	�"������
��"�	�	�"������0
��
�	�"��
������������
���!�#��#
������
����	���	
��

+��������
��������
����������	�"�
��������
���
����	��������"	�	�"��	�����
��	����'�
����>�
	�	
�7��	"��
���>�	�
�
#��
�
������
��	�������	��6���!����� ���		��
	��	"��
���#�	�
�
#����?���������	
������

������������������	�����#	���	
��

�������������	�	����	����������	�	��
����	���
����
�#�	�	������������������
����
��	�����
�������������	�	����
��##��
	���
���������
���
���������#
���
�
	��	"��
���������	�#��������������
��	
������������������
�"�
#���	
	#��	�"�	���������������
����

�������	����
�������	
���	���

��������

�	������������������������	��

�
��
����"	�"�

�
�	����	��
�	����'�����


������
������������	
����������	���
��
�����

�
	�	�"�	��	"��
�����
����"�
�������	��	��	�������	��	��	��������
#����
1	
����
��(�	�����������������	�"��

��

�
�	4��	
�!�������

�����3�
�
���

�����
����������!��1#��������
���1��#��
	��,���	
���
���������
����	������������

���

	���!������
�����������	�
�������
���������
�����
������"�������
���������

+����
�������
�"�������1#�
���	
���
�
>�
	�	
�	��	"��
�����
�"�����������
#
�	�	
�	�"����	��	��	������
##
�	����

	��	"��
�����
�"���
����

������
�����	
�����
�����	���
��	��	"��
��

�
����������
�����	�����	��	��	������

�	����	
���
���#	�	��������������	��

#
������'���	�	����#
��������	��?���

'��������
��0����
�����

�!�������
�

H��"	!������	��	
���	�����
�"������	�

#���	
���������	
���
�����	��	������
�	�"

��
�"��	����
�	4
���
�������
����
�����


������	���
������������3�������
�"��	��


##
����	�	���
������
��
����



�#�������	�

�#������	�����
���
�


�����������1#
�����
����
���
�����
����

�����
����1#���	����������#���

�����

'�

������	����	
��
�����������	�����

�����#���
�����������	�	
��������	�"

#��
�	
�����	
��

�����
�����

�����	
���	#�����������������

���	�
�������������������	�"����	������

������"������	
��
���
��"���#�
#�������

�
����������������	���
��#������
�����

�
�����!���#������������������
��	�"��


���������������
���
������	�����������

��
�
��
�#�
#���
��*���������1#���	�"
���	��#��
�	
���
������	�"����#�
#���

��
�
����	��
�	�	
���
�������	��!��������������
�
��	"����"�	�������	��,��"������	�"������

�����������DC���	�	�����

%
�3	��	"��
���#�
#��������"�
�	�"�	�
�##��
	��	
������������������#����
����
	������#���������	������	�����
����	�
�����������������
��������


�#������	
����O�������#���	
�
����������
��������	��������#�������	����
����6
��
�����
��������

����	������(

+�
�	����	����
�

�
��������

�����
�	��
�����
����"�R��������7��#
���
�
��	�"��7��	���
������������!���	�"���


�
���������
������
���
�

 �����
����������	��
������#�	�"��
�����
���!�
���������	��������
������
���������#R
F6
��9@G�

����	��	���	
���
����	��������	�����

�
������
����������������	���������	��

������������������
��#�#�������

�����
�	
����������������
���	��
"����	�

��������	�"��	�������������	�
���	
��

������"�	��������
�"�
����
��>�
	�	


�1#
������
������
#������H���?��7��	�	�

��������#
���
����������������
���	�

���#������#�
�������
�
"�����

��
����"��
�������	��2	,	��<##
����	�	��

��������	
���
�����������������

�����
#������	����
�"�	���	��������
����

��������
���������������	
�����������"�!

��
��
�
"������	�������	
����	���������

	���������

O���	���	�������	
���	#��	����������
�


������	�	��!������!�������!���
�

��	�����	#�������
������������	�"����

#��
������	���	�!����������������������	�

��!������	�����������
������������������

����
��
�	�"����#
��	�	�	���

P U B L I C  I S S U E S

The Renaissance of Relationality;
Pacific Thought from Suva
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Reflection on the Conference 2018 of the Methodist Church of Tonga

Folau  Palesiteni - Fili He Kau Fakafofonga Semina Potungaue Kakai Fefine
Siniva MolIIII-Vaitohi, President-Elect of Women's Fellowship, Travels with Methodist Women to Conference

Ko Siniva Vaitohi mo e ni’ihi ‘o e kau fefine na’a nau lava atu ki he konifelenisi ‘a e Potungaue ‘a Fafine ‘o e
ngaahi siasi Metotisi ‘o e Pasifiki.

Koe kau fefine eni na’a nau lava fakataha atu mo e palesiteni-fili, Siniva Vaitohi, ki he konifelenisi ‘a e Potungaue ‘a Fafine ‘a e ngaahi siasi Metotisi ‘o e Pasifiki na’e
fakahoko ‘i Nadi. The group from Vahefonua led by the President-Elect Siniva Vaitohi, to the Methodist Women’s Fellowship Seminar in Nadi.

Ko sekelitali Vahefonua, hoa e faifekausea, mo e ongo faifekau 'o Palmeston mo Christcurch 'oku nau
faka'ali'ali mo fakamo'oni ki he mohu 'o e konifeleni Ha'apai masani.  'Oku nau fika'i pe 'e fa'o fefe'i mai
honau 'inasi ki Nu'u Sila ni.

Ko e hiva 'a Onehunga lolotonga 'enau hiva he konifelenisi 'i Ha'apai masani.
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Toe Fili 'a Tevita Finau ki he Lakanga
Faifekausea 'o e Vahefonua

Tevita Finau re-elected as Superintendent of Vahefonua Tonga

Ko Tevita Finau, Valeti mo e toenga hona famili 'a ia kuo toe fili ke ne hoko ko e faifekausea 'o e Vahefonua Tonga
o Aotearoa. Rev Tevita Finau, Valeti and family celebrate his re-election as the Vahefonua Tonga Synod Superintendent
for the next three years.

Ko Rev Dr 'Epeli Taung peau lolotonga 'ene fakahoko
'a e malanga ma'ae fakataha Vahefonua Tonga 'o Siulai
2018 'a ia na'e fakahoko 'i Vainemo'onia.

Rev Dr.'Epeli Taung peau who conducted the service
of Vahefonua Synod, July 2018 at Vainemo'onia Church
in Ponsonby.


