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Lloyd Geering
on how we got
here, where
we're going...

L

By Paul Titus

loyd Geering says he wrote his
latest book, 'From the Big Bang
to God' because he wanted to
come to terms with current
research on the origins of the universe
and human beings and with the situation
we find ourselves in the contemporary
'globalised' world.
“We have a clearer picture than ever
about the role human thought plays in
interpreting and understanding the physical
world. Traditional religion played an
important part in this and it enabled the
rise of the secular world.
“The universe has a tendency to create
more and more complex entities. Human
beings are the most complex entity we
know. Now we have reached a point
through globalisation that we could create
a self-conscious super-society through
which the human race could as yet reach
unimaginable heights.”
Lloyd says it is important to start with
the notion that the universe does not have
a purpose or meaning other than what we
give it.
“The mystery of the universe is that it
exists. It has no reason to exist; it just
exists.

INSIDE

“The universe does show an
extraordinary capacity to produce more
complex entities through evolution. But
again, evolution does not have a particular
direction. It operates through its own
natural laws and through chance.
“If we can say there is a purpose, it is
survival. Survival is the chief goal
motivating all forms of life.”
In his book Lloyd takes a big-picture
look at the emergence of the physical
universe, life on earth, and the human
species. He examines the rise of language
and the ability it gave humans for abstract
thought.
Religion as we know it, he says, came
about during an 'axial period' in human
history around 500 BC. In several places
from Greece to China religious thought
changed radically. The replacement of the
many gods by the One (monotheism) took
place chiefly in the Middle East.
Monotheism spread because it was a
simpler explanation of the physical world
than polytheism, and it in turn gave rise
to empirical science and the secular world.
Thus Christianity had a pivotal role in this
development.
“The Church is mistakenly afraid of
the word 'secular',” Lloyd says, “but it
simply means 'of this world'. Christianity
was instrumental in the rise of secular
thought. This is partly because in Christian

thought God left the heavens to dwell
amongst us, initially in Jesus but ultimately
in us. This means that life and destiny are
now largely in our hands for better or for
worse.”
During the Enlightenment, scientific
thought grew, often pushed forward by

Jim Stuart reviews
From the Big Bang
to God, See Page 16
men who wanted to understand the natural
world so they could confirm the truth of
Christianity. This secular, humanist thought
then pervaded the globe as the West
colonised the rest of the world.
Now, however, Lloyd says, church
groups are too often marginalised from
society because they have not kept pace
with the new ideas they incubated.
“Churches are stuck in the past. Many
of them have not embraced the idea of
evolution, or the size of the universe and
the length of time it has existed.
“Today more real theology takes place
outside the Church, if by theology we
mean honest thinking about real things
such as ethics and ecological issues.

GOSPEL BICENTENARY – PAGE 2

“Religion has to be secular to be
relevant. In the past we had a different
view of what the universe was. There was
a focus on a world beyond this world, a
world 'up there'.
“Reality is actually down here. Some
church people do not want to see that this
is the only world there is and that Jesus
lived life in the here and now.”
Lloyd says Christianity still has very
important values to offer the world - love,
justice, honesty, truth.
“This is an urgent thing because, while
our technology has brought us to greater
levels of understanding, it also means we
have the potential to wage terrible war on
one another and the planet.
“Through globalisation we are creating
a super-society that has the possibility to
act for the common good in much the same
way as the billions of cells do in the body.
But there is also a real chance that we
humans will upset the ecological balance
of the world, like a cancer destroying the
rest of the body.
“We are at a gateway where we can
create a kind of heaven on earth. We must
learn to work together on a global scale
as one harmonious people. Our reference
point can't be heaven beyond earth but the
earth that brought us forth and the
evolutionary forces that brought forth
the earth.”

KIDZ BEING KIDZ – PAGE 18

JUST ACTION - PAGE 17
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What about the
Vulnerable Children's Bill
On the face of it, the Vulnerable Children's
Bill 2013 is laudable and in line with the
Methodist Church's 'Let the Children Live'
initiative to reduce child abuse and vulnerability.
In 2012 there were 19,796 child protection
notifications in New Zealand. Ten children in this
country are killed every year by a member of their
family. In 2009 there were 13,315 hospital admissions
for children under five that could have been avoided.
Of these hospital admissions, 1,286 were the result
of assault, neglect or maltreatment.
The introduction to the bill explains that its
measures are to protect and improve the wellbeing
of vulnerable children.
This is to be achieved through shared
responsibility and co-ordinated action across
government departments and social services. The
bill will impose screening tests on all adults working
with children and may prevent those who have
previously abused children from having contact with
children.
This bill shows leadership and commitment to
create accountability in organisations to reduce harm
to children. But does it show leadership in preventing
harm and removing causes of child abuse?
Prevention is complex. It would require antipoverty measures, investments in education, health
and housing and would, therefore, involve all the
Ministries which will be accountable through the
Vulnerable Children's legislation.
Numerous studies show that poverty is linked to
child abuse. The NZ Children's Commission says
income does affect education, health, criminal
behaviour, and mental health.
Preventing child abuse requires the wellbeing of
families and communities with care for children to
be embedded in support systems. The wellbeing of
children is linked to strong social neighbourhoods
with support for parents as well as children.

Submissions on the
Vulnerable Children's bill are
due on 30th October.
The bill introduces
screening of the children
workforce. This means all staff
working with children in
schools, hospitals, government agencies and
government-funded organisations will have
mandatory security screening every three years.
People with serious convictions will be
permanently restricted from working closely with
children, and prevention orders will be placed on
adults who pose a serious risk to children.
For some, this represents a restriction on civil
liberties, for others, they are welcome interventions.
But where will surveillance focus and where does
the emphasis of the legislation lie? Will it provide
support or focus on punishment and removing
children?
There is some concern about possible Human
Rights breaches of these measures. Parents who have
had a child removed because of abuse or neglect will
have to prove they do not pose a risk to 'subsequent
children'. This marks a reversal of the current onus
of proof.
Critical questions include whether the programme
is being adequately resourced. Is money coming
from other areas of investment in children? Is it
matched with adequate investment to reduce risks
to children?
This proposed legislation is part of the
government's proposed 10 year Children's Action
Plan to reduce child vulnerability. It coincides with
the 10 year Let the Children Live, so it is an important
opportunity for Methodists to respond to the bill.
More importantly it is an opportunity to review
and renew our role in strengthening the fabric of our
communities to contribute to the more preventative
end of creating the best neighbourhoods for children.

Chaplain
WAIKERIA PRISON
Prison Chaplaincy
Service of Aotearoa
New Zealand

Waikeria Prison is south of Te Awamutu on state highway 2.
It has a prisoner capacity of 750. Security classification is from
minimum to high male prisoners.
The special character of this position: Must be comfortable
working in a Maori environment as a major part of this role will
be supporting the Kaupapa of the Maori Focus Unit. An ability
to speak te reo and experience in working in a bi-cultural
environment would be an added advantage
In your CV please give evidence to show:
• That you are an ordained Pastor or Priest (or have some other
similar relevant qualification) and some proof of relevant
theological training.
• That you are accredited and recommended by your
denomination or church leader as a person qualified,
experienced and suitable for a leadership role as a prison
chaplain.
• That you have a proven record of pastoral care, (at least five
years) and you have some experience and are willing to work
in a spiritual/ cultural/ religious and secular context and to
minister in a multi faith environment. And you have experience
in working as part of a successful ecumenical multi - cultural
ministry team.
• That you are competent at using Microsoft Office suite and
the internet.
• That you have a good level of general health and are physically
fit to work within a secure and rugged prison environment.
Please send your curriculum
vitae by email attachment to:

Closing date is
Wednesday
18th October 2013.

maku@pcsanz.org

or post to:
Reverend Maku Potae
PCSANZ
PO box 9
Wellington 6140

The interpretive centre at Oihi is now under construction.

New Zealand
churches prepare for
Gospel bicentenary
By Andrew Gamman
Rev Samuel Marsden's
Christmas service at Oihi Bay in the
Bay of Islands on Christmas Day
1814 was the first recorded occasion
that the Gospel was preached in
Aotearoa New Zealand. Given the
significance of that occasion, plans
are well underway to celebrate its
bicentenary next year.
Samuel had sailed from Australia
on his ship the Active at the invitation
of his Maori friend Ruatara. He
preached on the beach at Oihi Bay,
taking as his text Luke 2:10, “Behold
I bring you good tidings of great joy.”
Following the service, several
hundred Maori gathered around
Marsden and broke into a spontaneous
haka as a sign of appreciation.
In this first Christian service we
have the roots of our bicultural
partnership and the laying of the
Christian foundations in Aotearoa
New Zealand. Oihi Bay became the
location for the first European
settlement in New Zealand under the
protection of the Rangihoua Pa.
Later, in 1907, a large Celtic cross
was erected, which still stands on the
site. From this location can be seen
the terraces where those first
Europeans took up their residence.
The settlement consisted of the
missionary homes, a school and an
orchard.
To prepare for the bicentenary,
work has already begun on an
interpretive centre where arriving
visitors can orient themselves. A larger
'gathering place' will also be
constructed which will include a small
chapel. The interpretive centre was
designed by architect Pip Cheshire.
Oihi Bay is 36 km from Kerikeri.
The road takes you to the beginning
of a 1.1 km walk down to the cross
and the beach. A pilgrimage path,
with bi-lingual way-stations, is being
created along this walk. If you are

visiting the Bay of Islands, be sure to
include a visit to the site in your
itinerary.
In 2005 the Marsden Cross Trust
Board purchased the 20.4 hectare site
that goes from the road down to the
bay. The Methodist Church of New
Zealand Te Haahi Weteriana O
Aotearoa pledged to raise $30,000
toward the cost and this has been
accomplished with gifts from
individuals and grants from The
Prince Albert College Trust, Te Taha
Maori and the Wesley Historical
Society.
Some may wish to consider
making a further contribution to help
complete the payment of this land
purchase. (Gifts to The Marsden Cross
Trust Board, PO Box 37 944, Parnell,
Auckland.)
Two special commemoration
services are planned at Oihi Bay in
2014: A Christmas Day Church
Service and a Civic Service a few
days prior.
While most of us will not get to
the Bay of Islands for these
celebrations we can all plan for our
churches to be involved in the
commemorations in one way or
another.
Liturgical material is being
prepared for churches to help with
this. The official website
gospel2014.org will provide you with
background information, photos and
design plans.
A related group, The Hope
Project, is looking at the possibilities
that the bicentenary presents for
outreach. A number of projects are
currently being explored to involve
the wider community. These include
museum exhibitions, commemorative
postage stamps, television advertising
and documentaries.
Rev Andrew Gamman is the
Methodist representative on the 2014
Bicentenary Planning Group.
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Social justice theme for
World Council of Churches' Assembly
A group of eight Kiwi
Methodists will be on hand for
the 10th Assembly of the World
Council of Churches (WCC)
when it meets in Busan, South
Korea, at the end of this month.
The Assembly is the highest
governing body of the WCC, and
it meets every seven years.
WCC general secretary Olav
Fykse Tveit says the Assembly is
a time of fellowship, celebration,
prayer and worship. It is also a
time for serious reflection on the
needs of the world and the aims
and achievements of ecumenical
Christian engagement.
This year the theme of the
Assembly is 'God of life, lead us
to justice and peace'.
It is both a prayer and a
statement of faith, calling
Christians to engage with God's
vision of justice and peace so that
all of the world's people can live
life in fullness.
The assembly has the mandate
to review WCC programmes, issue
public statements, determine WCC
policies and elect officers and a
Central Committee that oversees
the Council's work until the next
assembly.
Te Taha Maori Tumuaki Rev
Diana Tana is the official
representative of MCNZ, and
Methodist Mission and Ecumenical
secretary Rev Prince Devanandan
will be the resource person for the
NZ Methodist delegation.

Other members of Te Hahi
Weteriana attending will be Bella
Ngaha, Lana Lazarus, Rev Tony
Franklin-Ross, and Soana
Muimuiheata from Vahefonua
Tonga. Methodist youth leader Filo
Tu will be an organiser for the
Stewards Programme during the
assembly.
Prince says one of the key
things the Assembly will do is
consider the document from the
WCC's Faith and Order
Commission entitled 'The Church:
Towards a Common Vision'.
This document seeks to answer
what common ground Orthodox,
Protestant, Anglican, Evangelical,
Pentecostal and Roman Catholic
churches can find to overcome their
divisions and struggle together for
justice and peace in the world.
The document lays out the
progress churches of the WCC
have made as they call one another
to visible unity in one faith and
Eucharistic fellowship, and also
indicates what further work is still
to be done.
Prince says the Assembly will
also consider the Commission on
World Mission and Evangelism's
report entitled Mission and
Evangelism in Changing
Landscapes. It explores what shape
mission can take in the postcolonial world.
“There are different issues
regarding mission in different
continents. In the former colonial

countries, Christianity no longer
has a privileged position but we
now see the rise of so-called neocolonialism and the economic
colonialism of the West.
“In Asia and Africa Christianity
co-exists with Islam. In most of
Asia Christians are small
minorities. Those countries that
once sent missionaries now need
to be re-evanglised.”
More than 5000
participants will take
part in the Assembly.
Along with the
churches that belong
to WCC, other
churches and partner
organizations are
present at Assembly,
making it the most
diverse Christian
gathering of its size
in the world.
The Assembly
logo is inspired by
Isaiah 42.1-4 and the
mission of God's
chosen servant to
bring justice to every
land. It depicts life
breaking forth from the ground
growing upwards, bringing God's
justice to all the earth on the wings
of three birds.
Prince says the Assembly will
not only pray and discuss social
justice, it will decide on practical
ways churches can work to
achieve it.

Indigenous people to brainstorm
at WCC Pre-Assembly
Prior to the World Council
of Churches there will be three
gatherings. One of these is an
Indigenous Peoples' forum.
Te Taha Maori minita-a-iwi
Dr Bella Ngaha is one of six
people facilitating the event, along
with others from India, Canada,
Guatemala, the Philippines and
the USA.
Bella says about 80 people
from across the
globe
are
registered to attend
the
forum.
Participants will
i n c l u d e Ta h a
Maori Tumuaki
Rev Diana Tana
and administrative
manager Lana
Lazarus.
“The theme for
the
WCC
Assembly is 'God
of Life, lead us to
justice and peace'
and the theme for
the Indigenous
Peoples PreAssembly links into that with the
theme 'God of Life, renew the
people of the land'.
“Central to this theme is that
land, 'Papatuanuku', and
indigenous peoples are
inextricably linked. When
Papatuanuku is defiled, so too are
the people; when Papatuanuku is

cared for the people are
empowered and justice and peace
will prevail.”
The pre-assembly event will
reflect on the stories and
experiences of indigenous peoples
in their struggles against
exploitative, extractive industries
and unfair development policies
that have their origins in the
Doctrine of Discovery.
Bella says the ideological
impact of this doctrine on modern
global economic, political and
social systems and cultures
c o n t i n u e s t o m a rg i n a l i z e
indigenous peoples and other
vulnerable communities of the
world.
“Pre-assembly facilitators
hope that the proposed
programme will help the
participants to discern and develop
ways that the voices of indigenous
peoples can be heard in the wider
WCC Forum.
“Secondly we aim for the
group to also develop strategies
for gaining wider support in
calling world governments to
account for the ways in which
trade practices, such as mining,
result in the continuing destruction
of land and ignore the place of
indigenous peoples to care for
their land.”
Bella thanks the church for
giving her the privilege to serve
in this capacity, and she invites
us all to 'watch this space'!

Conference to consider God in a changing world
Methodist young people will take the
lead in the morning devotions at Methodist
Conference 2013, appropriate for an event
that will be held at Wesley College in
Pukekohe.
For the theme of this year's Conference
Methodist president Rev Rex Nathan and vice
president Jan Tasker have to extend last year's
theme 'God of the past, present and future'
with a particular focus on 'God in a changing
world'. Who better than youth to illustrate this
topic? they ask.
This Conference is the first to fall in the
middle of the new two-year presidential term,
and without the need for an induction service
for a new president and vice president, it
creates an opportunity for different events.
The induction ceremony normally takes
place after the powhiri that opens Conference
on Saturday morning. In its place the full
Conference will join in an opening service
that will also honour those leaders of the
Church who passed away during the year.

And, whereas the presidential address
normally takes place during the induction
service, this year Rex and Jan will present it
during the Conference dinner on Saturday
evening.
The Conference schedule this year also
gives more focus on business sessions, which
take place on Monday morning, the first day
of business, rather than Sunday afternoon.
Methodist general secretary Rev David Bush
hopes the business sessions provide an
opportunity for the Committees to present
more detail about their work and get serious
feedback during discussions.
Rex and Jan say that along with the
theme of God in a changing world,
Conference will also focus on the Let the
Children Live initiative.
The guest speakers who present talks
during the Monday and Tuesday evening
sessions will address the needs of young
people. They are Auckland University
associate professor of Pacific Studies Dr

Damon Salesa and Crosspower Ministries
youth worker TJ Faaeteete.
Rex says among the guests at Conference
will be Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga
president Rev Dr Ahio, Methodist Church in
Fiji president Rev Tuikilakila Waqairatu, and
South Seoul Methodist Conference bishop
Rev Jun Taek Lim.
“We are especially pleased to welcome
Bishop Lim because Jan and I visited the South
Seoul Conference earlier this year and
discussions are progressing very well that

could see Korean Methodists in New Zealand
become part of Te Hahi Weteriana,” he says.
Among the issues that are likely to be
discussed at Conference are the degree to
which church buildings are to be earthquake
strengthened.
One issue that was raised at Conference
2012 was the possibility of appointing
standalone lay superintendents in Methodist
synods. The Tauiwi section of the Church
could not reach a consensus on the topic so it
will not be discussed at this year's Conference.

Will you ﬂy with us?
We urgently need
pilots, engineers and
ﬁnance managers
to join us in this
life-saving work.

Only Church Groups can invest
Interest only and capital growth investments
Depositors select type of investment and term
Income distributions may be paid out or compounded

www.maf.org.nz
0800 87 85 88
Where ﬂying is not a luxury but a lifeline
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Constructive cartoons or none at all
To the editor,
Speaking as a liberal minded Christian, I take
very strong exception in your paper publishing
the cartoon in your September edition.
I do not see this as being helpful to the
Christian cause, joking about a core part to our
faith, such as communion. This paper has
plummeted to new depths to make a mockery of
a tradition that Christians have held since our very
founder and Lord set in place as a holy time of

remembrance for what he was intending to do
and did do.
If you can't come up with constructive
cartoons, it would be better not to print any.
Wise editors do not advertise their lack of
originality and integrity. This cartoon, or variations
of it, have been around since I was a boy. In this
case you have shown no integrity.
Wallace Potts, Tauranga

Communion cartoon off-key
To the editor,
I would like to bring your attention to the
cartoon in the September edition of Touchstone.
Though I like a joke, and am told I have a good
sense of humour, I was disturbed to see this
cartoon.
After I had read it, I was approached by a
parish council member who also did not approve
of a cartoon making light of something that was
instituted and given to us by Jesus and which is

so precious and powerful.
Historically there have been misunderstandings
about the sacrament of communion. Many readers
may not understand this historical background. I
strongly suggest that if you use a joke that could
be misinterpreted by members of the church, you
include more background information on the
subject.
Rev Simon Cornwall,
St James Church, Greerton

Cartoon challenges our assumptions
To the editor,
I think Brendan Boughen's cartoon in the
September issue of Touchstone was offensive but
for a purpose - it challenges a core religious
practice by forcing us to reflect on its meaning.
Confronting people in this way is a common
tactic of atheists. They hope that it will shatter
people's belief and so is pretty controversial.
Rather than dismiss it, I think an intelligent

person should embrace the challenge it presents,
even if it makes a believer uncomfortable.
Churches will always include people who are
there primarily for comfort (often for good reason)
and dogma is a key part of the reassurance they
need. Even so, challenging dogma keeps religion
alive.
Adrian Lennard, Sydney

Editor's response:
Thanks Simon and Wallace for your letters.
While I found the cartoon somewhat jarring, I
did find it amusing. I think the intention of our
cartoonist Brendan Boughen [Jim] was to poke
fun at how people outside the Church might
perceive us.
I think it works as a bit of social commentary
given the plethora of zombie movies that seem to
assail us in the cinema and on television these

days and the lack of familiarity many people have
with church.
Touchstone, of course, takes Holy Communion
seriously. No doubt you will have noted the same
issue carried two articles on the subject. One was
on a lively discussion in the Methodist Liberal
Network on contemporary understandings of
Communion. The other was on the new orders of
Communion service that the Methodist Church
has prepared and is set to trial.

Same-sex marriage litmus test?
To the editor,
I am Tongan and a member of the Methodist
Church of Aotearoa NZ so I naturally take an
interest in what goes on within the Church's
Tongan Synod, Vahefonua Tonga.
After viewing the names of the people
nominated for president and vice president of the
Methodist Church to be selected at this year's
Conference, I have some questions.
I understand that at the Vahefonua's April
meeting, the Onehunga Parish put forward Rev
Sylvia 'Akau'olo Tongotongo for president and
this was accepted. However, the Vahefonua is no
longer listed among those who have

nominated her.
For what reason was the support of the
Vahefonua withdrawn? And did the Onehunga
Parish have any input into this decision?
I believe Rev Sylvia was approached about
her personal views on same-sex marriage after
the passage of the marriage equality legislation
in April. I am concerned that whatever answer
they received may have led the Vahefonua to
withdraw their support for her nomination.
I have grave concern about the lack of
transparency in this process.
Susana Mangisi, North Shore

Nuclear nightmare lingers
To the editor,
I wonder how many of us saw the article in
the NZ Herald of July 19th, 2013 depicting a
nuclear bomb exploding on Mururoa atoll.
It was horrifying. Apart from the usual
mushroom cloud of deadly waste, the shock wave
passing through the fragile islands was so great
that both the land and sea were turned into a frenzy
of foam and smashed coral reefs.
The French military fired off 46 tests above
ground, then 147 underground tests. Many islands
are now hopelessly shattered and no doubt riddled
with radioactivity.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Norman Kirk, New Zealand sent two ships with
some 300 men aboard into the area as a protest.
Of these, some 180 are already dead. Chromosome
damage is now showing up in their children and
grandchildren.

We know little of the long term damage to
marine life. Inevitably it will be extensive and
will affect many forms of life, not only animals
and fish but plant life as well.
What a reflection it is on us, as fellow human
beings, that we should even contemplate using
these dreadful weapons against other humans.
New Zealand's challenge to the French military
did not go unnoticed by the rest of the world. Our
refusal to allow nuclear submarines to enter our
waters has also sent a message.
Some nuclear material has a half-life of 40,000
years. We should not wish that on anyone. Our
beautiful planet earth has been gifted to us to use,
enjoy and take care of, not to pollute or destroy.
Let us put in place leaders who value the earth,
people we can admire and who we can follow
with a clear conscience.
Ernest Smith, Helensville

Opinions in Touchstone do not necessarily reflect
the offical views of the Methodist Church of NZ.

Production
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Connected in
the web
of life
Gillian Watkin
Some of us assume spiritual
practices are those parts of life
separated from the usual daily
routine. We talk, for example, of
'setting aside' or 'withdrawing'.
Nothing could be further from the
truth, however. How we live our lives
and go about our business is the
ultimate in spiritual practice. .
We were born connected connected to our mothers and fathers,
family, community, home place and
home land. Sadly, some of those
connections come unstuck for people
very early in life. We all are called to
help them find their way home.
Disconnection and restoration are
patterns of life. American writer
Sharon Daloz Parkes who has written
and specialized in teen faith
development writes of times of
shipwreck and gladness. Our spiritual
awareness calls us to nurture our
connections and to understand our
networks, the web of life.
At our house we have a kowhai
tree in a pot by our door, it is a scruffy
plant currently adorned with a crown
of gold flowers. Recently I came out
to find it glistening with diamonds, a
complete spider web that had caught
the dew of the morning. The rays of
the early morning sun were bringing
it alight.
Various visitors during the day
admired it, wondered at the brilliance
of the little spider and of nature. The
next day it was gone. It had obviously
done its work and the spider was fed.
Life can be so simple and so complex.
We live in a democratic
community which we so often take
for granted. We are called to pay

attention. Throughout history people
have chosen leaders, or had leaders
thrust upon them. Some came through
birthright, others by conquest of war
or invasion.
When Jesus chose his disciples
they began to live in a communal,
democratic way. Each was invited to
participate and they could all say what
they liked. Eventually their shared
experience would lead to the
development of Christianity. The rules
of who could do what would come
later as people jockeyed for power.
The spider is a simple being and
makes a new web each morning but
we are carriers of past, present and
future and unaware on occasions of
our power and potential. We like to
hide behind a simple persona.
That's why I admire candidates in
local body elections. Each day our
paper is full of personal stories and
dreams of people willing to participate
in the community. For the rest of us
it is simple, we join our voice to the
community by choosing to vote.
Enrolling and becoming part of
the electoral roll is a major step in
belonging to a community. Yet it is
taken for granted and sometime
ignored. Of course, you will not know
everybody on those lists that come in
the post, any more than the spider
knows if something will be caught in
the net.
Reading and voting surely is a
spiritual act. I spoke to someone
recently who didn't like to vote
because they might get it wrong.
There is no wrong in voting. It is an
act of connectedness rather than
correctness.
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CONVERSATION WITH THE CONNEXION

Marriage, Christian bi-centenary among
c h u rc h l e a d e r s ' t a l k i n g p o i n t s
President Rev Rex Nathan
In September
President Rex
attended the
biannual meeting of
the National Church
Leaders Aotearoa
New Zealand (NLCANZ), representing
Methodist Church of NZ.
National leaders of New Zealand
churches have been meeting together through
the NCLANZ for more 20 years. In recent
years the group has grown to encompass
most churches in the country including
Roman Catholic, Methodist, Anglican,
Presbyterian, Wesleyan Methodist,
Evangelical and Pentecostal.
At present the 21 churches that participate
are nationally recognised movements
embracing theological adherence to a
Trinitarian affirmation of God, and adhering
to the Apostles' Creed.
National church leaders meet twice a
year in Wellington in March and September.
Those attending NLCANZ are the appointed
or elected leaders of their denomination or

movement.
The purpose of the group is to be an
expression of unity in Jesus Christ (John
17:23). NLCANZ is a forum where leaders
can discuss theological and social issues and
share information about issues and events
in the churches.
It aims to close working relationships
between churches and promote mutual
support among church leaders. It seeks to
identify key projects and causes whereby
the Churches might serve the people of New
Zealand.
Churches with social service agencies
do some liaison with the government through
the New Zealand Christian Council of Social
Service (NZCCSS).
New Zealand does not have a state
church, so NCLANZ has on occasions a role
in providing a spectrum of National Church
leaders for special civic events.
At the most recent meeting held in
Wellington in September the NCLANZ
agreed to commission a report from a task
group on working with government and

'You should also wash
one another's feet'
By Rev Roger Hey
The recent discussion on
communion services in the
Methodist Church Liberal
Network got me thinking about
that other enactment of Jesus in
the Upper Room: the washing
of the disciples' feet.
To my knowledge, unlike
sharing bread and wine, this act
that Jesus requested of his
followers has largely been ignored
apart from a few denominations
and the domesticated ceremony
of the Roman Pope before Easter.
My home church has had
ceremonies on Maundy Thursday.
At the foot-washing Jesus is
quoted as saying: "So if I, your
Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you also are to wash
one another's feet," (John 13:14).
Christians interpret this story
as a call to ministry of servanthood but there may have been
other reasons in the mind of Jesus
in that Upper Room.
It can be read also, for
example, as a call to more honest
relationships with one another.
Revealing our feet to one another
leaves little room for makeup,
powder or pretence. Here we
reveal truth about ourselves.
Is there more truth to be found
in our feet than in our eyes,
mouths and faces? Does gazing
at each other's feet, let alone
touching and washing, reveal
more than our spoken words?
Nothing disguises our feet.
They reveal our humanity, our
aging and maybe our infirmities.
If we can't stand anyone else
looking at our feet, whether
healthy or misshapen, young or
old - let alone someone touching
our feet - this is a faith issue. For
Jesus calls us to see, to touch, to
wash and comfort.
Jesus challenges our
assumptions that we don't share

at this level, and invites us to more
truthful relationships with one
another, where our fears can be
eased by washing in compassion.
Jesus was a genius in
understanding how to be human.
Beyond cultural expectations of
how to be with each other he calls
his people to set aside any barriers
and reveal how we truly are and
to meet.
Today there will be social
scientists who would be
impressed at this emphasis of
Jesus, hundreds of years ahead of
his time.
Can you imagine Christians
washing each other's feet, without
eye contact shared between the
washer and the washed? I cannot
imagine that. At some point eyes
will meet in mutual
understanding, in sharing in our
common humanity, in gentle
communion: bearers of God to
each other.
How true the words "they
who do not love their brother or
sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have
not seen." (1 John 4:20).
The Communion orders of the
church are to be rewritten to meet
present needs of the church...but
maybe what we seek through the
communion service could be
more recognisable in a footwashing ceremony?
I'm not suggesting that every
month we have a foot-washing at
church instead of a communion
service. But imagine the richness
of a communion service after
sharing in a foot-washing.
If the church over the
centuries had taken Jesus
seriously with his request that we
wash one another's feet, and not
only break bread and drink wine,
what kind of church would we
have today?

opposition political parties.
It was agreed that the churches will work
through the existing mechanisms and convey
to NZCCSS head Trevor McGlinchey that
we would like to see the prophetic and
ambassadorial role enhanced.
At the meeting the church leaders
accepted an application from Peter Mortlock
of City Impact Church to join NCLANZ.
City Impact Church has several
congregations around New Zealand and
claims 6500 members. Many spoke warmly
of Peter's ministry.
NCLANZ also set up a working group
to consult with church historians on the 2014
bicentenary year of Christianity in New
Zealand.
Marsden Cross Trust Board member
Bishop Richard Randerson spoke about the
work taking place at Oihi Bay by Trust Board
and the work of the 2014 Planning
Committee.
Services are planned for 22nd and 25th
December 2014.
Richard discussed the need to raise

$300,000 for the purchase of the land at Oihi
Bay, and invited all those leaders present to
consider ways their denomination may be
able to help raise the final $100,000.
Other speakers at the NCLANZ meeting
were Dr Carlton Johnstone who discussed
the National Youth Pastors Forum and Glyn
Carpenter presented a report on New Zealand
Christian Network. Glyn's report touched
on marriage and same-sex marriage, a
strategy for building a healthy marriage
culture, and evangelism in the public square.
The church leaders also received an
update on taxation of clergy housing. They
agreed to to get new legislation worded to
include church supplied housing and are
waiting for a response from the minister,
Todd McLay. If the response is not positive
representatives of the NCLANZ will meet
again with the minister.
Rex says it was a very good first meeting
in the newly formed format, and an excellent
sharing of information.

Justice for poor children a long time coming
By Susan St John, Child Poverty
Action Group

At the Readers and Writers
Festival in Auckland Max
Rashbrooke discussed his book
'Inequality: A New Zealand
Crisis'. Hopefully his book begins
a serious look at why inequality
is so extreme today and what can
be done about it.
Max stressed how many middle
income working families rely on
the Working for Families tax credits
to make ends meet. In 2013, even
with Working for Families, two out
of every five children that live in
poverty come from 'working'
families. But not all low income
families receive these tax credits,
and it is hard to imagine how some
survive when receiving only some
of them.
There is an important principle
at stake here. Do we as New
Zealanders believe that all children
matter and that tax-funded social
security that is supposed to alleviate
child poverty should be available
to benefit all poor children? Or do
we believe in an exclusionary
approach that says if you are sick
or are taking care of a young family,
your children should be punished
for your lack of paid work?
Have we as a nation lost our
sense of compassion and empathy
for those in complex and difficult
family situations?
The Working for Families
package has been widely criticised
for the speed at which it was passed
into law, and then extended, in 2005.
There was a lack of transparency
around its development: no public
consultation, no Green Paper, no
White Paper, and no Select
Committee process.
It took no account of the
230,000 children who would miss
out, despite New Zealand's human

rights commitments to protect all
children.
While it is true that all primary
caregivers of children in low income
households are entitled to the
weekly Family Tax Credit payment
($92 for the first child and $65 for
each additional child with higher
rates for older children), when
Working for Families came in,
much of the increased assistance
for families supported by benefits
was offset by cuts to their other
assistance.
Moreover another significant
payment for children made to
caregivers was denied families on
a benefit. Misleadingly named the
'In Work Tax Credit' (IWTC), it is
worth $60 a week for one to three
child families and an extra $15 per
child for the fourth and subsequent
children.
Exclusion from the IWTC
affects Maori and Pasifika children
disproportionately and helps to
perpetuate the high levels of child
poverty for the worst-off children
that have remained even after
Working for Families was fully
implemented in 2007.
As low income families lose
work through redundancies, their
children no longer benefit from this
very significant payment even when
the family does not receive a benefit.
Worse, the caregiver in these
families can get bills from the Inland
Revenue Department for any
overpayment. Sometimes this
occurs when families try to support
themselves outside of the benefit
system, not realising that they are
being paid the IWTC that requires
them to meet the 30 hours for a
couple per week or 20 hours for a
sole parent of paid work.
A child's needs do not change
just because of a change in the work
status of their parents. The extra

$60+ per week could make a huge
difference to their well-being. Since
2006, when the IWTC was
introduced, around $3 billion dollars
has been denied to the poorest
families.
No wonder we are seeing a huge
increase in families seeking
assistance from foodbanks and other
signs of distress.
Child Poverty Action Group
(CPAG) has been arguing in the
courts since 2008 that the IWTC
discriminates against children on
the basis of their parents' work
status, which is prohibited under
the Human Rights Act.
In May 2013, the Court of
Appeal upheld that the IWTC is
discriminatory and causes material
harm to those families denied it.
However, disappointingly, they then
said this serious harm to 230,000
children could be justified by the
gain from the possible incentivising
of a tiny number of sole parents to
shift off benefits.
Regardless of future legal action
CPAG believes one of the first steps
needed to address child poverty is
to return to the principle that taxfunded assistance for children is
given to all low income children on
the same basis.
Specifically we ask that the
IWTC be joined to the First Child
Family Tax credit rate as the most
cost-effective way to deliver
significant extra assistance. It would
then go only to those who most
need it. It would cost about $450500 million per annum to take this
first vital step to a more equal
society.
Susan St John is economics
spokesperson for Child Poverty
Action Group (www.cpag.org.nz).
This article originally appeared in
the August 2013 edition of Foreign
Control
Wa t c h d o g
(www.converge.org.nz/watchdog).
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Foster parents are down-to-earth angels
Wesley Community Action
(WCA) is looking for people who
can make a difference to the lives
of vulnerable children and young
people.
In partnership with the Child
Youth and Family agency WCA
runs a foster care programme that
supports children who are in
desperate need of a safe and caring
home.
WCA director David Hanna
says many of the children who need
foster parents have lived in as many
as 30 different homes, have
experienced things children
shouldn't have, and have significant
gaps in their education and little or
no involvement in sports teams or
clubs.
“The outcomes for this group
of young people are not good. They
are often on a path to prison, mental
health issues or unemployment.
Despite the widespread concern
about vulnerable children, many
parts of our society are reluctant to
support them.
“The good news is that there
are special people in our
communities, I call them ‘angels’,
who open their homes and lives to
these young people. These people
and their friends make a profound

difference.
“We need help finding and
supporting more of these angels.
The more people we have scouting
for these people, then the more
chances we have a making a lasting
difference for New Zealand's most
vulnerable children.”
WCA has a range of resources
to help churches locate the 'angels'
in their communities. It could be
as simple as putting up a poster in
the local supermarket.
David says those who do join
WCA's foster parenting programme
join an amazing team of social
workers, youth mentors, and others
who share a genuine love and
respect for young people.
“Our work is truly strengthsbased. We believe in working with
young people, their whanau, and
each other to bring out the best in
all of us. We focus on the strengths
and abilities of each young person.”
WCA foster parents have access
to professional backup around the
clock and they receive regular
supervision, team meetings, and
training. The work is paid (full time
or casual) and the costs of providing
care are reimbursed.
Foster parents come from all
walks of life. They share a desire

and unwavering commitment to
provide the young people with the
support they need. All are team
players, can connect with young
people, and it helps that they have
a great sense of humour.
Those who are interested in
serving as a foster parent must have
a current full driver's licence, be
free of the responsibilities of caring
for dependent children, can commit
to providing care for a young
person for 12 months, and have a
supportive partner or family. They
must achieve full police and CYF
clearance and be committed to
caregiver training.
The young people on the
programme are 12 to 17 years old.
They share the same interests as
any young person, except the
disruptions and gaps in their upbringing mean they can act out
more when stressed.
David says these young people
really want to be normal kids. “Our
role is to support and guide them
to make healthy choices. We want
them to have a chance, which is
what any kid deserves.”
For more information ring
David Hanna on 04 805 0879 or
021 40 3377 or Sarah Packman on
04 805 0880.

Do you have
room in your
heart and
your home?
Become
foster
parent
make
Become aafoster
parent
andand
make
a a
real difference in a young person’s
real difference in a young person’s life
life.
• Full time and part time paid positions
s &ULL
TIME AND
PAID POSITIONS
available
inPART
the TIME
Wellington
region. AVAILABLE
s 7E PROVIDE  HOUR ON CALL BACK UP AND
• PROFESSIONAL
We provideTRAINING
24 hour on-call back up and
prfessional training
To learn
Sarah
Packman
at 04
To
learnmore
morecall
call
Sarah
Packman
at 805
04 0880
spackman@wesleyca.org.nz
805
0880 or email
spackman@wesleyca.org.nz

www.wesleyca.org.nz
www.wesleyca.org.nz

HONEST TO GOD

By Ian Harris

Laughing at religion
It is one thing to respect with a wooden plank
people who hold sincere sticking out of one eye,
religious convictions, quite pompously deploring the
another to insist on failings of his brother who
shielding religion from the has a speck of dust in his
hurly-burly of life swirling eye. Get rid of the plank,
says Jesus, and then you will
around it.
Churches, mosques and be able to see clearly to
temples confident of their remove the speck in your
faith should welcome the brother's eye.
Jesus was
buffeting of
also down on
challenging
religious leaders
ideas, and not
who finely
recoil from welldissected the law
directed humour.
of Moses and
A
good
imposed their
humorist, of
finicky findings
course, will
on others, losing
always observe
sight of the point
the boundaries of
behind it all
taste
and
which is “justice
decency. But the
Ian Harris
and mercy and
test is whether a
joke is good or bad, not faith”. They are like people
whether it is religious or not. straining a gnat out of
British satirist Rory Bremner something they are drinking,
puts a metaphysical slant on he says, yet gulping down a
it: “I think if there is a God camel. Imagine what the
it is very important he has a Monty Python crew could
sense of humour - otherwise have done with that.
As if that wasn't enough,
you are in for a very
he went on to liken these
miserable afterlife.”
S e t t i n g a s i d e t h e esteemed exponents of the
question of whether there is r e l i g i o u s l a w t o
'a God' (to which the best “whitewashed tombs, which
answer is 'no') or whether look fine on the outside but
there is simply 'God' (to are full of bones and
which I would say 'yes'), and decaying corpses on the
ignoring the equally fraught inside”. It's no wonder that
question of an afterlife, to Jesus was not the darling of
ban humour and satire from the religious establishment.
There were echoes of
religion would be to devalue
it as a vehicle for enhancing that satirical vein in the
what it means to be human. Middle Ages when, once a
Mixing humour with year, cathedrals celebrated
religion has always shocked the 'Feast of Fools'. A mock
the pious, who then project king or bishop was elected,
their view on to the God they the high and mighty were
create or affirm. Religious the butt of jest, and church
preciousness should not be ritual was parodied.
The way Jesus was
confused with religious
sensitivity, however. And in prepared to give offence
fact, religion has never been over the trappings of
entirely devoid of humour. religion, while never
Early in the biblical story mocking its essence, gives
there is a guffaw from a good model for humorists
Abraham, who at the age of to follow. It is as easy as it
100 is startled to be told that is cheap to be offensive for
his 90-year-old wife is going the sake of being offensive,
to have a son. Abraham, we which some mistake for
are told, “fell upon his face cleverness.
Satirists should also
and laughed.” His wife
S a r a h o v e r h e a r d t h e think hard about the
promise, and she, too, got apparent assumption that
the giggles. So when the Christianity is fair game, but
child was born they called they must be politically (and
him Isaac, which means religiously) correct about
Islam, Buddhism and other
laughter.
In the Psalms God is faiths.
But who wants a
depicted laughing at rulers
who oppose him, and at the humourless Christianity
wicked and the heathen; but anyway? Monty Python's
that is the laughter of Life of Brian may offend the
over-sensitive but the idea
derision.
It is unfortunate that in of a man who is mistaken
the imaginations of the for the messiah - 'He's not
devout, Jesus has had all the the messiah,' says his
humour squeezed out of mother, 'he's a very naughty
him. But the New Testament boy' - should not put
includes flashes of crisp Christians in a tizz. It can
observation and humour be enjoyed for what it is,
which would not have been and if it leads to curiosity
out of place in a Monty about the real thing, that is
all to the good.
Python skit.
Incidentally, did you
For example, there is his
w a r n i n g n o t t o b e hear about the dyslexic,
judgmental about other atheistic insomniac who lay
people's shortcomings. Jesus awake all night wondering
pictures a self-righteous man if there really is a dog?
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other scholars doubt that these letters were
actually penned by the apostle.
To write pseudonymously, utilising the
name and reputation of an admired
predecessor, seems somewhat strange, if
not downright dishonest to us. In the
ancient world, however, this was an
acceptable acknowledgement of one's
indebtedness to the sages who have gone
before.
This is just one example of the
difference between the Biblical world and
our own, and the challenge we face as
exegetes.
The author of the Pastoral Epistles is
believed to have been a disciple of Paul's,
and the 'Timothy' and 'Titus' to whom his
letters are addressed are to be understood
as 'ideal' church leaders who provide role
models for the real recipients of the
Pastoral Letters to emulate.
The Pastoral Letters are therefore not
private correspondence that somehow got
into the public domain, but letters intended
to be read as though written personally to

V I E W S

JOY KINGSBURY-AITKEN

Keeping the Faith
The first Christian congregations were
small, independent groups of believers,
who met in private homes, shared
fellowship meals, and contributed to
communal worship with songs, psalms
and prophetic insights. As individuals
they were spiritually gifted, and partook
of bread and wine in remembrance of
Christ.
By the time the Pastoral Epistles were
penned, however, a governance structure
was beginning to develop that would take
Christianity from being a sectarian lay
movement within Judaism to a
professionally-led institution that would
eventually define itself against Judaism.
The Pastoral Epistles purport to be the
letters from an elderly Paul to his protégées
Timothy and Titus who functioned as
bishops, providing oversight of churches
in Asia Minor and Crete. While some
commentators insist that Paul was the
author of these epistles, written during a
presumed Roman imprisonment sometime
later to that recorded in the book of Acts,

REFLECTS ON THE PASTORAL EPISTLES
each reader, as if he or she was the Timothy
or Titus being addressed.
Thus in Lois and Eunice, Timothy's
grandmother and mother, we have
representatives of our own grandmothers
and mothers - women of faith who
introduced us to the faith. They were the
first to tell us about Jesus, they taught us
how to pray, they sent us off to Sunday
school, and they were often the teachers
there also. They helped us learn to face
the ups and downs of life with courage
and tenacity, drawing on the Bible's stories
as sources of encouragement and
exhortation.
The author of 2 Timothy reminds us
of this heritage when he writes, “continue
in what you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned
it, and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus,” (2 Tim. 3:14-15).
Rome was tolerant of religious
diversity, providing the religions were

because I am older but I notice these things.
Sherry Turkle in her book Alone Together
argues, “as technology ramps up, our
emotional lives ramp down.”
At a time when we are more connected
than ever before, there is a growing
'disconnection' in our personal lives. I find
it harder to go to church today, and I
confess church attendance is becoming
more and more of a chore for me.
Almost the entire service is projected
on to a screen - hymns, prayers,
illustrations, the benediction - but somehow
it doesn't connect with me. I've had this
experience in many different churches.
Maybe I should attribute this feeling
of disconnection to my age. Or maybe I
am just a digital hermit at heart! I much
prefer talking to real people rather than a
screen. I enjoy the exchange of ideas and
animated conversation.
For reasons I do not understand I prefer

singing from a hymnbook and listening to
a fine sermon where faith is a verb that
happens between the congregation, the
preacher, God and the world. I wonder
when the cup of tea after church is livelier
than what happens during worship.
My technological skills have never
been great, so I have relied on the human
capacity to make connections with people.
I tell myself this is life now and everything
is changing. It will keep on changing I
know, but how will the church connect
with people?
I listen for the message of grace that
John Wesley spoke to the people of his
time. He built a community with the people
for people; broken, confused and ignored
by a rapidly industrialising society.
The early Methodists were happy to
meet face to face, sharing their troubles
as well as their hopes and dreams, joining
together to sing, pray and give thanks.

Preserve the unity of the body of Christ
Rev Alan Judge, UCANZ Standing Committee
From an early age I have
been deeply affected by the New
Testament's encouragement
towards Christian unity. These
teachings encourage us to find
ways to stay unified as the body
of Christ and where there are
disagreements and disharmony
to endeavour to move forward
with respectfulness and
Christian compassion.
Yet if you are part of a
Christian congregation you know
how challenging this can be at
times and even more challenging
in regional and national Christian
bodies.
I am thinking particularly
about Jesus great prayer for
Christian unity in John 17.
“Father, may they all be one as
You are in Me and I am in You;
may they be in Us, for by this
unity the world will believe that
You sent Me” (John 17:21).
In Ephesians 2:14 we read
that “Jesus is the embodiment of
our peace, sent once and for all
to take down the great barrier of

•

hatred and hostility that has
divided us so that we can be one.”
I know there are times when
there are things we need to stand
up for. We have to advocate for
perspectives on Christian
discipleship with energy and
passion.
But even while we are doing
this it is important that we hear
well the words of scripture that
remind us of the importance of
preserving the unity of the body
of Christ and showing honour
and respect to those who express
different perspectives.
I invite you to take a minute
and remember these significant
Christian qualities that shape our
lives and encourage greater unity
in our churches:

Gratitude - letting people
know we are grateful for their
life and ministry;
• Honouring - being respectful
and demonstrating deep care
to others;
• Compassion - opening your
heart to seeing others as Jesus
sees them;
• Tolerance - accepting the
differences that exist between
us;
• Mercy - being kind and
merciful in the way you relate
to friend and foe;
• Love - let the powerful love
of Jesus, shape your attitude
towards others;
• Forgiveness - as Jesus has
forgiven you, forgive one
another.
I encourage you to keep
growing in unity with all your
Christian bothers and sisters build up Christ's body by
demonstrating the characteristics
that lead us towards genuine
unity in Christ.

ancient and their followers prepared to
worship the Roman emperor. Christianity
fell short on both counts, and what's more
Christians worshipped a Jew who'd been
executed for sedition. Clearly a dangerous,
subversive movement to be stamped out!
Even today, incredibly, there are places
where becoming a Christian is not just a
life-changing but also a life-risking
decision. In these places the situation
depicted in 2 Timothy is not only ancient
history but present reality.
As we contemplate the lectionary's
'second readings' during October, let's
remember, and pray for, our fellow
believers who “suffer hardship, even to
the point of being chained like a criminal”
(2 Tim. 2:9).
Their hope, and our hope, is to be able
to truthfully declare along with the author
of the Pastoral Epistles, “I have kept the
faith. From now on is reserved for me the
crown of righteousness,” (2 Tim. 4:7-8).

CONNECTIONS

Screening people out?
Recently I was talking on the phone
to an old friend who I hadn't seen for a
long time. Out of the blue he called me
from his home in the United States just
to find out how I was.
During our conversation he was
interrupted by his cellphone at least three
times. “Important business,” he said and
apologised. As you see he is a very busy
man.
When we first moved into our
neighbourhood in Christchurch, I enjoyed
walking my dog Milo. In the morning I
often encountered students on their way
to the local high school. Initially they were
friendly, interested and loved to greet Milo
with a pat on his back. But over the years
I've noticed a change.
Today students all carry mobile phones,
heads down and intensely busy 'staying
connected'. They no longer say hello, and
Milo misses the attention. Maybe it's
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By Jim Stuart
Their church was not about the technology
but about love, acceptance and being
connected face to face.
In my lifetime I have been profoundly
moved by stories but I find technology is
in danger of drowning us in narratives.
There are too many issues, too many ideas,
too many voices. This information
overload seems to be stopping the action
that comes after the story.
Instead of working to end violence
against children for example, we read the
latest report. Rather than building an
economy where people and the
environment count, we hear more business
news or watch state assets being sold.
In its silence, the church is neither good
news for the poor nor bad news. It is fast
becoming no news. A church actively
involved with those who are hurting is
something I miss very much.

ORAKEI METHODIST PARISH
ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, REMUERA
The parish seeks to appoint an organist.
Expressions of interest are welcome.
Rev Dr Terry Wall
14 St. Vincent Avenue, Auckland 1050
Tel 09 522 0729 • lynne.terry@clear.net.nz

CONCERNED about increasing
foreign control of Aotearoa - New
Zealand?
CONCERNED about our security, land,
jobs, businesses and profits
increasingly controlled by foreign
interests?
JOIN Join the Campaign Against
Foreign Control of Aotearoa (CAFCA)

PO Box 2258, Christchurch
cafca.org.nz
cafca@chch.planet.org.nz
Membership $20, Unwaged $15
and receive three issues per year
of Foreign Control Watchdog.

Overview: theological education today
The President of Conference in 2008
observed that the newly appointed
Principal, Rev Dr David Bell, was
charged with developing alternative
models of lay and ordained education
and training.
A redefined Trinity College, fit for
contemporary purposes was to be
brought to Conference 2009 for
ratification after wide consultation.
This was done.
David notes that, “This was a quite
extraordinary responsibility. With
the help of Trinity College Council
and the existing staff, we embarked
on a new venture.
“Law changes were enacted to embed
the bicultural partnership into the
heart of College life, and a Strategic
Plan was adopted that placed a much
greater emphasis on lay education
and innovative approaches to multisite delivery for the new initiatives.
“In parallel to this, the ‘scholarpresbyter’ and ‘ready parish’
programmes were initiated during
2010. These enabled ministers to have
new opportunities to participate in
training and education for ministry
throughout New Zealand. Trinity
College improved almost overnight.
“At Conference 2011, these wideranging changes were again discussed
and completely endorsed and Trinity
College achieved its NZQA status
as a Category 1 tertiary education
provider.
“The new lay programmes have
given both impetus and structure.
No model is without its critics, of
course, but the facts can speak for
themselves. These include:
• There has been a growth
in student numbers and
participation by ministers and
laity that is beyond expectation.
• There is a high retention rate,

•

•

•

which is very significant.
The introduction of multi-site
delivery, block courses and
e-learning has proven more
than successful in terms of
educational outcomes for the
church and resulted in improved
forms of NZQA/TEC reporting.
There is a strong, resilient and
cost-effective set of programmes
for lay preachers, private
students, and student-deacons
and student-presbyters.
The Ministry Discernment
Programme (MDP) and the
Probation Programme, delivered
by
advanced
e-learning
solutions, are enabling a much
improved approach to long-term
professional development for
presbyters, deacons and those
seeking to exercise significant lay
ministry.

“2014 is the year of the integration
of Alfresco for long-term content
management for Trinity College.
Although this will not greatly change
what students or tutors see and do,
it will give the College the capacity
to widely distribute e-resourcing
for practical theology around the
Connexion.
“I am very enthusiastic about this
development and regard it is a
rare privilege to be able to guide
the College to a stage where it is
not a dream but a reality to have
opened wide the doors of Methodist
education and training for all. Trinity
College Council are committed to
ensuring the on-going development
of these goals.

Wellspring 2014
New Spirituality courses

SC101 Spirituality and the
Christian Mystics

Tutors: David Bell et al.
Tutors: David Bell and
Andrea Williamson
Venue: Wellspring at Waiake,
once per month.

Selected readings from:
Topic 1: Mystical and spiritual
language: the nature of visions,
ecstasy, states of perception
Topic 2: Writings on mystical
and spiritual experience from
women’s perspectives
Topic 3: Celtic Spirituality:
historical and contemporary
perspectives
Topic 4: Creation Spirituality:
historical and contemporary
perspectives
Topic 5: The personal spiritual
journey

Selected readings from theology,
literature and science:
Topic 1: The role of music in the life
of the soul
Topic 2: Faith and sex: Augustine’s
Confessions
Topic 3: Abelard and Heloise. A
case study in theology and the
naturalness of lust
Topic 4: Calvin and predestination:
how to get theology wrong in one
easy lesson, and keep doing it
Topic 5: The human drama: what
the Bible doesn’t teach
Topic 6: Beyond five senses: Rupert
Sheldrake’s investigations into the
paranormal.

Pass rates
2009 rate 2010 rate 2011 rate

2012 rate

Dip Papers

4

10

11

12

Enrolments

14

63

68

75

86%

100%

97%

87%

LiMS Papers

0

0

28

24

Enrolments

0

0

179

146

76%

79%

DipPTh pass rate

LiMS pass rate

Growth in Participation

Cost of theological education
Based on the total expenses divided by the number of full-time
equivalents (FTE) students in the college, the cost of training for
one student has changed dramatically since Trinity College began
operating with the new model. This table shows the change from
2007/8 financial year to the 2012/13 financial year. The 2012/13
figure is based on converting the actual enrolments, 191, into FTE.
Year
FTE
2007/2008
11
2012/2013
42
Cost per student participating
2012/2013
191 students

Venue: Online once per month, with
options to enrol as a parish based
study group.
Class size; maximum of 18 online
Cost: by koha

Class size: maximum of 8
Cost: $200

Courses

“Generic university qualifications
in theology are indeed desirable for
intending candidates for ministry
but that is really only the beginning.
The rich intellectual and cultural
resources embedded into our faith
community make the College a
unique and exciting place to learn.”

Night School 2014

Cost per student
$75,688
$24,224
$5,327

Courses

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

Dip PTh

N/A

17

13

16

14

LiMS

150

176

178

223

92

Night School

20

15

0

0

0

62

39

20

5

Breakdown of LiMS courses by enrolments
On-Line courses
Face to face courses
Samoan Language

40

31

28

0

0

Tongan Language

50

42

70

93

73

Fijian Language

20

8

10

6

0

English language

40

33

31

104

14

tcol

trinity methodist theological college online

Te ha o te hihi karoa!

tcol-mahara

2014

Practical theological reflection in tcol.

Be on the page where theology matters.

Biblical Studies.
Old and new Testament courses.

Maori Studies
The ancient and modern Maori worlds.

Field trip courses
TR3011 Te Tai Tokerau and PTR.

Methodist Missions
Heighten awareness and appreciation.

Professional development
and creating the e-portfolio.

Ministry discernment
and spiritual direction.

Methodist Studies
and Wesleyan theology today.

HUB with Which Book? Book Club, feeds
from Touchstone and mahara forums.

Beginner’s Guide to Theology
Two papers, each one semester duration.

Night School
with topics that will get you thinking.

Spirituality at Wellspring
and the Spirituality of a worship leader.

Certificates in homiletics and liturgy
leading to NZLPA registration.

Young Person’s Guide to Christian Faith:
a new online course.

When it hurts:
courses dealing with illness, suicide, grief

Trinity College isn’t a place:
It’s where you are, 24/7
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NZ Methodist Women's Fellowship held its annual national council meeting in September.

MWF national gathering chance to talk, worship, dance
'Encourage effective
communication' was the theme of
the NZ Methodist Women's
Fellowship national council
meeting, which was held in
Waikanae over the first weekend
in September.
Organisers say it was a
successful gathering that prompted
women to open communication by
meeting new people and making
connections within the MWF.
About 32 women came from
throughout New Zealand - from
Dunedin to Auckland - to attend the
council gathering and they
represented 2,364 members from

all ethnic groups including the new
MWF Fijian District.
Rev Cornelia Grant led the
official opening with words of
encouragement from Colossians
3:8-14 during which five women
acted out the reading. Tributes were
given to past executive members
who died this year: Alison Beeston,
Ruth Le Couteur, Noeline
Hoddinott, Kath James, Flora
Litchfield and Beryl Paine.
One highlight of the annual
national gathering of the MWF
leadership is the presentation of
funds that branches have raised for
the year's special project.

This year $25,970 was given to
Christian World Service to support
the Ama Takiloa Centre in Tonga,
$9,000 went to the Disability,
Spirituality and Faith Network of
NZ, $2,725 from the sale of used
stamps went to support a new water
supply at Goldie College in the
Solomon Islands, and $2,380 went
to the Missionary Children's
Orphanage in Bangalore, India.
MWF national president Marie
Smith thanks all the congregations
and fellowships who contributed to
the special projects.
Looking ahead the national
executive council also decided upon

its special projects for 2013-2014.
The overseas project is The
Women's Centre in Sri Lanka,
which aims to improve the working
and living conditions of women
who have become refugees
following the civil war.
The New Zealand project is the
New Zealand Women's Refuge,
which is working with the
Brainwaves Trust to train 100 new
advocates to improve wellbeing of
children who have been living in
violent family circumstances.
Marie says domestic violence
can be physical, emotional,
psychological and financial. It is
not an easy topic to discuss in a
cultural environment.
“Once we talk about it, we can
change mind sets especially in the
wider family. Concern was
expressed about the number of
violent TV programmes and the
adverse effect they have on children.
“We encourage our members to
write to the broadcasting and
television commissions to express
this concern.”
Marie says many members of
MWF are also involved in the
National Council Women, which
makes representations to

Government on social issues.
Fellowship members are
involved in the work of the
Methodist Church nationally and
locally.
“We are members of the World
Federation of Methodist and Uniting
Church Women and look forward
to the Area Seminar in Brisbane in
July 2014.”
The Church's Smethurst,
Kurahuna and Friendship funds
have assisted many women and girls
with their college or tertiary
education and lay leadership
training.
The Saturday evening of the
national council meeting was a time
for Scottish country dancing. Marie
says the delegates watched a
demonstration then joined in. “It
was a good experience, with lots of
laughs and definitely something to
do again.”
Olive Tanielu from Sinoti
Samoa's Women's Fellowship was
elected MWF president for the
2014-2016 term.
On Sunday the MWF delegates
joined Kapiti Uniting Parish
Congregation in Raumati to share
Communion service and meal.

Distance theological
training well received
The Department of Theology and
Religion at the University of Otago
has been involved in distance
theological education for more than
25 years.
Two years ago the Department
moved to a blended learning model
that involves audioconferences, faceto-face teaching and online learning.
Recent data from student feedback
shows that these changes have been
well received.
Programme co-ordinator Dr Tim
Cooper says the Department surveys
its students every year on their
experience of the distance programme.
“This year the results exceeded
even our highest expectations. Those
results show that 98 percent of the
students are either satisfied or very
satisfied with the programme. In
particular, they appreciate the standard
of teaching they receive, the quality
of the course books, the interaction in
the teaching days and audio

conferences, and the availability and
support of lecturers.
“What came through in the
comments was the importance of the
contact students have with their
lecturers,” Tim Cooper says. “Studying
by distance can be an isolating
experience but our students value the
different ways in which they can
connect, and the ways we try to bring
them together with our campus
students.”
Tim is pleased with the way this
has underlined the effectiveness of the
recent changes.
“Any change involves risk,” he
says “so it's very pleasing to see that
we have only enhanced the learning
experience of our students.”
That has given the Department
further confidence to continue with
the new model and to try to enhance
the learning experience of students
even more.
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Unveiling timely reminder of butane's danger
By Hilaire Campbell
A year ago Touchstone carried
a story on Poihaere Eru, who died
'huffing' butane in a Christchurch
suburban park. Last month, to
coincide with Poihaere's unveiling,
her mother Shelley Wharewhiti
organised another march to alert
people to the dangers of huffing.
By the middle of 2012, Poihaere
was starting to get her life sorted.
She'd been in trouble with the police
and at school but was enjoying her
Maori Studies courses at
Christchurch Polytechnic. She loved
dancing and music and was getting
back into kapa haka. A few months
later that was all cut short.
A year on from Eru's death,
Shelley says she still feels like
hiding away. Instead, she has gone
all-out to force awareness of the
dangers of solvent abuse.
Soon after Poihaere's death, she
led a march around dairies and big
retailers in Upper Riccarton, calling
for restrictions on the sale of butane.
Last month, she organized a
second, larger march to coincide
with Poihaere's unveiling at the park
where she died.

“This time the mood wasn't so
much one of grief, as one of anger
and frustration at the Government's
lack of action,” she says. “They
keep focussing on K2 and other
drugs, but they're not killers. With
butane, you're risking your life every
time you use it.
“It's also impossible to detect.
It leaves no residue round the
mouth, like spray paint, or colour
on the hands. The only ones who
know about it are the ones who are
doing it.”
Shelley has made a
documentary film of the most recent
march available to the coroner's
court. It includes interviews with
young people at risk. She believes
that if they can tell their own stories,
it will help others in the same
situation.
While it's important to get the
cooperation of dairy owners and
big retailers who sell butane, Shelley
says there is only so much they can
do about the problem.
“The biggest problem is lack of
communication. If you think your
kids are at risk, don't feel ashamed.
Talk to them. Talk to anyone. Get

the issues in the public face.”
The inquest into Poihaere's
death investigated the deaths of two
other young people who died
huffing butane. “Their parents didn't
see it coming any more than I did,”
says Shelley. “But we'd like to work
together to promote greater
awareness.”
Since 2000, 63 young people in
New Zealand have died from
inhaling butane-based substances.
The majority were under 25 years
old, and the youngest was only
12. Nearly half these young
people were Maori.
NZ Drug Foundation
executive director Ross Bell
spoke at Poihaere's inquest.
Ross says dealing with solvent
abuse is complex compared to
other drugs, partly because
solvents are so cheap and
readily available. Because
people
use
them
experimentally, it is hard to
identify those at risk.
He agrees with Shelley that
there's a low level of awareness
of butane misuse right across
society: among parents,
teachers, police, and young
people themselves. Even health
professionals are unaware that
the misuse of butane is a
problem, and how randomly
and suddenly it can kill.
If there is any good news,
says Sergeant Bevan Seal of
the Police's Community
Services, it is that all the

relevant agencies are now
mobilizing to address the problem.
Christchurch City Council's
community support unit is working
in conjunction with schools and
mental health agencies to campaign
for better awareness of the dangers
of inhaling butane.
“Huffing's been around a long
time,” says Sergeant Seal, “but it
never comes to our notice until
there's a sad incident.”
“Two years of concentrated
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community policing in Upper
Riccarton has paid dividends. We've
been able to drive out bad influences
and, while some dairy owners are
resistant, many are taking a moral
stand on selling butane.”
In his opinion, butane needs an
R18 restriction but he can't see that
happening in the near future.
“Politicians would rather rely on
retailers to keep it out of sight.”
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Poihaere Eru's family organised a march to make people aware of
the dangers of huffing butane to coincide with her unveiling.

Laidlaw College - a
community of discovery
Regardless of the level at which
you are studying, loving God with
your whole heart, mind, soul and
strength is no easy task.
Students at Laidlaw College can
testify to this. They wrestle with the
Biblical text and explore the
discoveries of those who have gone
before, pray for discernment and
wisdom, and maintain open hearts to
hear what God is whispering to them
all while juggling multiple deadlines,
part-time jobs and family
responsibilities.
The demands of this kind of love
would be overwhelming if attempted
alone. Fortunately our students are
not alone. They are part of a
community of discovery who
encourage and support each other.
In April 2013, the Tertiary
Education Commission recognised
the calibre of research that takes place
at Laidlaw and rated us the top small
tertiary institution for research quality
in New Zealand. The formation of a
strong scholarly community that

nurtures and trains emerging scholars
by having them work closely with
established scholars is a key to the
success of Laidlaw Graduate School's
Masters programme.
When reflecting on the rationale
for pursuing postgraduate study
Laidlaw academic vice principal Dr
Martin Sutherland said, “It is part of
the Christian mission to take on the
best thinking the world has to offer,
to respond to it with the Gospel and
to engage with it in a truly meaningful
way. So we write, we publish, we
teach, we explore and we seek to be
a part of God's mission in this world
in a more effective way.”
At Laidlaw College our students
understand that in order to know
something, they must love it, and all
our programmes embody a
wholehearted love for God's word
and world and all that is in it.
Discover Laidlaw College - see
laidlaw.ac.nz for details of
programmes offered.

In addition to programmes in theology, mission and ministry, Laidlaw College
offers professional degrees in teaching and counselling on campus in Auckland and
Christchurch*. Biblical study and reﬂection are woven into the fabric of these unique
degrees that develop highly relationally-skilled practitioners for work in counselling
practices and primary school classrooms.
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*The teaching degree is only offered in Auckland.
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Myanmar flood victims
face food shortages
Myanmar (Burma) like many parts of Asia
has been hit hard by continuous monsoon rains
and flash flooding this year.
By August 7th, some 73,000 people were living
in displacement camps, thousands of hectares of
farmland were destroyed and water sources
contaminated. While many returned when the water
receded, further flooding forced some back to
rundown camps with little support.
Long term ethnic conflict in many of the
affected areas has left the people very poor. Many
families could only cultivate one dry season rice
crop a year because they lacked necessary inputs
like water.
Access to the affected area has been difficult.
Christian World Service partner Church World
Service Asia Pacific (CWS A/P) was able to
distribute food supplies including rice, cooking
oil and beans to 1,550 people in 13 villages in
Kayin state.
Having completed a rapid assessment CWS
A/P has now launched an expanded appeal to
alleviate food shortages for 2,900 households in
coming months in Kayin and Mon states.
Villagers must prepare land and plant new rice
crops for harvest in October and November this
year, and CWS A/P will supply labour, seeds and
fertiliser.
Villagers will also be paid through a cash-forwork scheme to build community infrastructure
like village pumps and roads. With no other income
this will help families buy their own food in the
short term.
“The opening of a new embassy office in
Yangon this month by the New Zealand government
signals a changing relationship in Myanmar. CWS
is asking New Zealanders to show their concern
for the people of Myanmar who have missed out
on decades of development and now face a very
uncertain future,” says CWS national director
Pauline McKay.
In 2008 CWS responded to people affected by
Cyclone Nargis when relations were more difficult.

Rebuilding flood-damaged homes is a huge task.

The village of Talafo'ou is evacuated in style.

Disaster training
in Tonga
Distributing food supplies in Kayin, Myanmar.

CWS P/A provided some of the only relief assistance
in parts of the Irrawaddy delta and has continued
its involvement in the country.
Donations to the Myanmar Appeal can be sent
to CWS, PO Box 22652, Christchurch 8140,
o r a t w w w. c w s . o r g . n z / d o n a t e o r b y
ringing 0800 74 73 72.
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Bring hope and change to
people in need with the
CWS Gifted Giving Programme.
Phone 0800 74 73 72 for a catalogue
or visit online at www.gift.org.nz

In September four villages in
Tonga prepared for impending
disaster. The scenario was simple,
an earthquake followed by a
tsunami rolling up the Piha
passage and swamping Afa,
Manuka and Makaunga and
Talafo'ou in the eastern province.
In practice the alarm was raised
by radio, cell phone and siren
(though it failed in one village) at
9.01 a.m. The villagers had 23
minutes to get to the nearest
highpoint.
The participants took their
rehearsal very seriously. Many had
bags packed with vital papers and
valuables at the ready.
“People really ran,” says Daisy
Fonua of Christian World Service
partner Ama Takiloa.
One grandmother arrived in a
wheelbarrow and another was
pushed seated like a queen on her
walking frame. Young and old raced
to the hills where they assembled
at the evacuation centres.
Some took the precaution to
arrive early to make sure they did
not have to rush. Local disaster
committee members checked people
off on their lists and reported those
who were unaccounted for or
missing. The army and police went
down to the village to find them.
At the evacuation centre the Red
Cross assessment team took care of
the 'injured' and the Tonga National
Youth Congress undertook an
assessments, reporting the situation
to the National Emergency
Management Office (NEMO). The
four local schools and one health
clinic also took part. Evacuees were
provided with refreshments, though
water was a little short in one
village. The all clear was issued by
noon.
In a 'hot debrief' the participants
made suggestions for how to
improve evacuation. Ringing church
and school bells was a sensible
backup in case sirens failed. People
were warned to leave as soon as
they feel significant shaking.
Evacuation routes need to be
clearly marked and obstacles

removed for a quick getaway. A
path between the village and school
evacuation areas would make it
easier way for parents and children
to find each other out of harm's way.
“The locals were pleased with
their efforts and want to do it again
soon because they knew what
mistakes were made. They are very
aware of the potential for flooding
which could leave half of
Nuku'alofa underwater and seriously
affect their villages,” says CWS
international programmes
coordinator Trish Murray.
The simulation exercise was one
of three being organised by a
consortium of seven New Zealand
non-governmental organisations
including CWS. One has already
been held in Vanuatu and another
will be held in Fiji in October.
Funding has been provided
through the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade aid budget and is
a response to the growing awareness
of the dangers of disaster in the
region.
NEMO, the army, police, fire
brigade, meteorological office, Red
Cross and Ministry of Health were
all involved. Locally CWS worked
with Ama Takiloa and the Tonga
Community Development Trust to
provide observers.
Disaster preparedness is a key
part of Ama Takiloa's programme.
They have repaired rainwater tanks
and taught proper maintenance to
ensure a good water supply. Their
agricultural extension programme
encourages food security including
growing disaster resistant giant taro.
Trish says one of the highlights
for her was seeing a young woman,
who described herself as only a
housewife with limited education,
taking on significant tasks during
the exercise.
“Women had key leadership
roles and managed the relationship
with the national offices very well.
They gained confidence from their
involvement and I know they will
take the lessons home to vulnerable
communities and to outer islands.”
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Gang life traded for ringside coaching
By Cory Miller
Once 28-year-old Auckland boxing
champion and coach Isaac Paparoa was
known by another name - 'Speedy Two
Guns'.
It was the title he carried proudly during
his days with the Otara-based street gang
Killer Beez - days that only came to a
complete end just over a month ago.
Today Isaac is back to using his birthname. He has officially severed ties with
the gang and, as he terms it, has “gone legit”.
It certainly wasn't always the case but
this slim, softly spoken man is now finding
out that life can be good and you don't need
to resort to crime to achieve it.
Today Isaac works as a youth worker
and a boxing coach with Crosspower
Ministries, a community organisation
working with at risk youth in the Auckland
suburb of Otara.
Boxing is the one thing Isaac found that
as an energetic kid he was able to commit
to 110 per cent. And as New Zealand's 2004
Golden Glove Champion, he is certainly
well equipped to teach others how to do it.
Fortunately Isaac is now making the
decision to use these skills with his fists not
to fight on the streets but to fight in the ring
and to teach others how to do the same.
He says it is the way he can channel his
energy into something productive and help
direct the local kids, who are straying from
the legit path.
Isaac was born and raised in Otara, the
oldest of seven children. While he has
nothing bad to say about his parents, he
admits his upbringing was not always easy,

with many “tough, desperate times”.
Isaac struggled both at school and at
home, eventually dropping out of high
school when he was only 14.
A life on the streets ensued: selling drugs
and ultimately life as a prominent member
of the Killer Beez.
Despite this rather rough start to life
Isaac doesn't directly blame his past for
getting him involved with the Otara gang.
Rather, he says, it was just part and parcel
of being an Otara-raised kid.
“I had dreams…we all had dreams. My
dream was to get a faster bike, something
powerful.”
The answers to these dreams were found
in the gang lifestyle - or so Isaac thought.
He grins sheepishly admitting there were
fun times in the gang.
“It wasn't all bad,” he says. “We had fun
celebrating what we had done, what we had
achieved during the week.
“We got to go travelling. They were
some good fun times. The Killer Beez were
my family, I knew them, I was going to
school with a lot of these guys, I grew up
with many of them.”
Does he miss it? Isaac shies away from
answering, stating matter-of-factly “At the
time it was what it was…but it wasn't real.”
He doesn't give away too much detail
about what such a life entailed. “It was hard
and fast,” he says. “I was always looking
over my shoulder 24/7. I've hurt people, I've
hurt families.
“I regret it,” Isaac says. “But I thought
it was normal.”
Coming to this realisation that gang life

came with a high price to pay was not
something Isaac admits he came to
completely on his own.
Rather it was a” bro”, Johnson
Brougham, who also coached at Crosspower
Ministries, that helped Isaac realise that
what he was good at - boxing - could also
be useful off the streets.
By working with Crosspower, Isaac says
he began to realise there was an alternative
to gang life, that rather than taking from the
community, he could give something back.
Now Isaac is paying the favour forward,
working as a qualified youth worker; taking
his skills with his fists to help kids channel
their unchannelled energy away from the
streets into the gym.
Isaac says he sees who he was in many
of the kids that he coaches. “They are
following the same path I did.
So he tries, through his example to teach
them there are other options.
“I don't just teach them to be physical
in the ring, I encourage them to go to school,
to use their energy to be positive.”
Isaac says this work has given him his
purpose - using his skills to give back to the
younger generation of Otara.
This sense of purpose has in turn given
Isaac his identity back. Speedy Two Guns
is gone.
“I lost my whole identity being a part
of the Killer Beez, I wasn't a person…the
gang life swallowed me. But I am free now,
my family now sees Isaac again. They see
me smiling.”

Isaac Paparoa has left behind life with the Killer Bees
gang to coach boxing and mentor young people.
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It sounds eerily post global
financial crisis: a rich New York
socialite (Cate Blanchett as
Jasmine) is bankrupted onto
struggle street. She turns to her
San Francisco-based sister
Ginger (Sally Hawkins), in an
attempt to rebuild her seeming
shattered life.
But like all good stories, the
plot will twist and turn. The result
is director Woody Allen at his
best, a master of a movie as
character-drenched as it is plotdriven.
How does a person process
the pain when their world begins
to collapse? Woody Allen offers
us various possibilities. For
Jasmine's step son, it is to wipe

the slate clean in order to start
again. For Jasmine's husband Hal
(Alec Baldwin), it is to respond
to shame by taking his own life.
For Augie, Ginger's former
husband, financially ruined by
Hal's fraud, it is to nurse revenge.
For Jasmine, it is to hide from
reality on a lonely park bench,
trapped by her romantic
delusions.
'Blue Jasmine' is worth
watching for the performance of
Cate Blanchett alone. She is the
plot pivot that binds together two
stories, from two worlds. She is
mesmerizing, her descent into
mental breakdown captured by
the merest twist of a hand
gesture.

A film review by Steve Taylor
Wo o d y A l l e n i s a n
international treasure of the film
industry, with a career spanning
six decades, and 45 movies. He
has won four Academy Awards,
been nominated 23 times, and
has given us such movies as
'Manhattan' (1979), 'Hannah and
her Sisters' (1986) and 'Midnight
in Paris' (2011).
Allen is known for his
creative movement between reel
life and real life, and his use of
film and music from the past.
'Blue Jasmine' continues these
motifs. The film hints at
Tennessee Williams' classic
movie 'A Streetcar Named
Desire.' The movie references in
title and in plot beginning and
ending, the Lorenz Hart-Richard
Rodgers song, 'Blue Moon.'
The song was a romantic
number penned in 1934 for the
film 'Manhattan Melodrama'. It
offers, for those with a nose for
religion, an interesting way to
read 'Blue Jasmine.'
The original song was titled
'Prayer', and the lyrics included
the following:
“Oh Lord, If you ain't busy
up there,
“I ask for help with a prayer
“So please don't give me the
air.”

Over time, the original words
penned by Rodgers were
rewritten.
“Oh lord, What is the matter
with me? ”I'm just permitted to
see ”the bad in every man.”
In Blue Jasmine it was
rewritten yet again to become
the romantic tune hummed
by Jasmine on her lonely
park bench, as she
remembers the
r o m a n t i c
beginnings of her
New York high
life.
It becomes an
intriguing way to
read this movie.
The words by
which a society
prays have been
rewritten, yet the
tune remains.
What is more
important, words or
tunes, in the human
religious impulse?
What are the words of
faith the church might
say if it were to find itself
seated beside Jasmine, in
her disillusioned postfinancial crisis world, on
that lonely park bench?

St Francis and the animals

Answers: creatures, serpent, cattle, peacocks, turtledove, mule, horse, swine, fish; gazelle, bears, leopard, camel, Leviathan; sparrows, ravens, donkeys; bees, worm, gnats, quail, flies.

Bible Challenge

Saint Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. As a well-to-do young man he lived a highspirited life. While fighting as a soldier he lost his taste for his worldly living and developed deep concern for nature and the
poor. After becaming a priest he founded three holy orders committed to these issues. He organised the first Christmas manger
scene and used live animals. Church animal blessing are traditionally held on his Feast Day, 4th October.

© RMS

Rev Dr Steve Taylor is
principal at the Uniting College
for Leadership and Theology,
Adelaide. He writes widely in
areas of theology and popular
culture, including regularly at
www.emergentkiwi.org.nz.

WCC and WEA
call churches to
speak against
corruption
The World Council of Churches (WCC),
in association with Micah Challenge
International, allied with the World
Evangelical Association (WEA), invites all
churches to join a global call to action
against corruption.
Studies have shown that every year over
US$1 trillion are lost from the global
economy through bribes, dishonest deals
and tax evasion. Corruption hurts poor
people the most.
The initiative 'Exposed 2013' predicts
illegal tax evasion will be responsible for
5.6 million children dying in developing
countries between 2000 and 2015. That's
1,000 children every day.
Exposed 2013 has issued a global call
to action from October 20th-14th. The group
urges people around the world to raise their
voices against corruption.
The campaign offers suggestions for
positive and practical engagements of
resisting corruption. It aims to hold 2000
vigils across the globe, while collecting 1
million signatures for the campaign and
presenting a million more at the G20 meeting
set to take place in November 2014.
“Corruption is rooted in and propagated
by our prevailing economic structures,
cultures and value systems,” says WCC
general secretary Olav Tveit. “It is driven
by greed, relentless pursuit of power, profit
and material gain by corporations, political
bodies, administrators and individual actors,”
For more visit exposed2013.com.
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From the Big Bang to God
I consider it a privilege to write this
review of Lloyd's latest and perhaps most
ambitious book. Considered by many to be
New Zealand's most important thinker on
religion and its future, the book reflects a
lifetime of trying to make sense of religion
in secular society.
Over the years Lloyd has refused to be
intimidated by his detractors and critics. He
has followed his thoughts and expressed them
honestly and openly in spite of the
consequences for him personally.
In 1967 he came to prominence when he
was charged in the Presbyterian Church with
heresy, or more specifically doctrinal error
and destroying the peace and unity of the church. At the
time he was Professor of Old Testament studies and the
principal of Knox Theological Hall, Dunedin.
As a result, he brought religion, theology and the future
of Christianity in secular society to the forefront of public
debate, not only in New Zealand but beyond. Central to his

influence has been the enduring focus of
his work: the significance and importance
of the idea of God in the emergence and
development of the modern world.
This book is Lloyd's 16th. It follows
the evolution of the universe, the
emergence of life and the development of
human culture to the present day.
Integral to this extraordinary
development has been 'the coming into
being' of humankind, language, and the
world of human thought. Through the use
of creative imagination human beings not
only 'named' the world they inhabited, but
also their innate curiosity led them to ask
critical questions about their origins, identity and purpose.
Our human ancestors began to craft stories about who
they were, why they were here and how they evolved to
their present state. Lloyd argues that the idea of God has
played an important and necessary role in this process and
the emergence of modernity.

By Lloyd Geering
2013, Steele Roberts, 195 pages
Reviewer: Jim Stuart
The idea of God can still perform a useful function and
serve as an “ultimate point of reference” as it has done in
the past. Lloyd sums up our remarkable evolutionary journey
that with a quote from theologian Gordon Kaufman: “To
believe in God is to commit oneself to a particular way of
ordering one's life and action. It is to devote oneself to
working towards a fully humane world within the ecological
restraints here on planet Earth, while standing in piety and
awe before the profound mysteries of existence.”
Whether or not one agrees with Lloyd's analysis and
conclusions, this book is an extraordinary read. It opens
new and provocative ways of understanding ourselves as
human beings, and how the idea of God has shaped religion,
science and what it means to be truly human.
This book is a 'must-read' for all those who are trying
to understand how they as ordinary human beings fit into
the universe. It is tour de force and reflects a lifetime of
creative, committed and fearless exploration of the mystery
of creation and our human place in it. Once again he has
opened the space for honest discussion on some of life's
deepest questions.
By Nick Page
2012, Hodder & Stoughton, 389 pages
Reviewer: Nanette Russell

Kingdom of Fools: The Unlikely Rise of the Early Church
The blurb on the back cover of this book
says: “After their leader's brutal execution,
a group of uneducated fishermen claim he
has risen from the dead - and win thousands
of followers. Locked up as rabble-rousers,
time after time the fledgling church's leaders
miraculously escape, then immediately
repeat their offence. Welcoming low-lifes
and undesirables, this new movement
deliberately turns its back on worldly wealth
and influence. How did this ragtag collection
of nobodies become the most dominant
influence on Western civilisation?”
This gives the impression that this book
will provide significant insight into how
Christianity managed to flourish in its day. What we actually
get is an expanded commentary on the journey of Paul as
outlined in Luke and Acts.
The author adds some description of the people in power
at that time but at a level of detail that is at best elaborate

and, at worst, distracting.
The book provides a level of detail
about the players at the time that doesn't
add any insights to the reasons that Paul
and a few others were successful in their
endeavours. This is a shame because where
he does begin to answer the question of
'how' he does it well.
His descriptions of the fundamentally
different ways the early followers of the
Way were expected to live is enlightening,
and the descriptions of some of the early
believers quite satisfying. These glimpses
were what I was looking for in the book
but sadly I found them to be few and far
between, with a great deal of hard work required to get to
them.
Page spends a lot of time discussing why the timeframe
of Luke or Acts should be considered accurate based on
such evidence as the ship sailings of the time. Again he

goes into great detail that is not particularly helpful. This
leaves the impression that he is arguing the case for his
preferred version of Paul's travels, which is actually an apt
description of the entire book.
The style of writing changes throughout the book, and
finding early followers compared to 'mudbloods' in the
Harry Potter novels is both distracting and unhelpful. Perhaps
the author was hoping to lighten the mood of the story but
each occasion fell flat.
It is not clear who the target audience for this book
might be. It is not someone well versed in the travels of
Paul and the stories of Luke and Acts. These people already
know the contents of this book. It is not the person who has
no knowledge of Luke and Acts: they would find the book
difficult to follow as it is clearly written to someone with
a reasonable level of understanding of the story already.
Perhaps the answer to the question posed on the back
of the book is answered in its last 40 pages or so. I would
not know as I could not bring myself to finish it, even
though I gave it a number of good tries.

Revelations: Visions, Prophecy & Politics in the Book of Revelation
I started reading this book while
Revelation figured in the weekly lectionary.
Several colleagues had planned a series of
sermons on Revelation, while I was
studiously avoiding it as usual.
Perhaps Pagels would give me some
preaching insights, I hoped, as I settled down
to read. She did, but the series on Revelation
is as unlikely to eventuate as ever.
I found myself instead reflecting on the
amazing breadth of understandings and
interpretations in early Christian writings
and wondering, as I'm sure Pagels intends
us to, why throughout history we have used
'our' particular vision as a weapon against
others.
She begins by putting John's startling visions in the
context of his life. John was a Jewish follower of Jesus'
teaching who had been in Jerusalem in the war-torn years
of 66-70 CE when the Romans destroyed both Temple and
city centre killing many and causing those remaining to
flee.
Some 30 years later, John was living in exile in Patmos
amidst temples and statues celebrating the power of Rome.
He was reminded of all he and his compatriots had lost and

at whose hands.
So it is that in Revelation John draws
on the imagery of earlier prophets like
Ezekiel and Daniel to create a thinly
disguised polemic against the Roman
empire and a cry of faith that one day soon
God's day of reckoning would be brought
to earth with the return of Jesus. Pagels
is clear that John's visions are of a very
immediate future and not predictions for
the 3rd millennium!
That said, she is quick to point out how
John's words, written in the deep pain of
crisis, have been drawn upon throughout
history in similar times. The Great Plague
was seen as the coming of the third
horseman of the apocalypse. During the reformation Catholic
and Protestant alike demonised the other side with imagery
from the book of Revelation.
This much I remembered from theological college but
Pagels took me into new territory. She sets John's Revelation
alongside a multitude of other revelations written at around
the same time. Some of these were equally violent, while
others proclaimed a universalist approach including the
recently rediscovered 'Secret Revelation of John”, in which

Elaine Pagels
2012, Penguin Books, 244 pages
Reviewer: Alison Molineux

Jesus declares “salvation is available to everyone since
God's spirit is essential for life'”.
Pagels shows how the decidedly more exclusive
Revelation we have in our Bibles found favour. This
happened first during the early persecution, when Rome
was ' the beast', and then once the persecutions ended under
Constantine, when anyone considered a heretic became 'the
whore of Babylon' or 'the Antichrist'.
Surely Christians attacking Christians was not what
John had in mind when he wrote down his visions? Perhaps
Pagels' most startling claim is that, in fact, it was. She argues
that as a Jew, John was strongly opposed to the teachings
of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles who also claimed he
had “seen the Lord”. It is Paul and his teachings that John
attacks in his letter to the seven churches.
All in all an enlightening yet disturbing read. It sheds
light on the plurality of 'Christianities' in those early centuries
and the way we humans all too quickly turn to thoughts of
vengeance when we are oppressed.
It disturbed me because Pagels' discussion of how 'our'
book of revelation came into the canon shows we still
haven't heard the gospel call to turn the other cheek. I
recommend this book to all who are interested in the early
years of Christianity.
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A celebration of Agape Fellowship
Every year Wesley Broadway
Church in Palmerston North
holds a special service to
acknowledge and celebrate its
Agape Fellowship.
Agape Fellowship supports
people with physical, psychological
and social disabilities to integrate
into the community. It has been
active for 27 years, offers activities,
mentoring and advocacy services
from Wesley Broadway.
Agape secretary John Thornley
says members of the Fellowship are
made to feel welcome and
comfortable, without having
excessive demands placed upon
them.
The Agape church service was
held last month and it had input from
four Agape members. Two of those
who spoke take part in the

Fellowship's educational
programme.
John says from her wheelchair
Pohiri spoke of the introductory
papers she is taking at Open
Polytechnic, and spoke eloquently
of her wish to pursue further
theological study, reflecting her
Christian calling. She is currently
doing a sign language course.
David is also wheelchair-bound
and studying at the Open
Polytechnic. He is seeking a
Diploma in communication and
ultimately Bachelor of Arts.
Agape coordinator Craig
McDonald has helped Pohiri and
David negotiate financial barriers
and deal with computer breakdowns.
“Craig shared the story of a third
student who was not present.
Stephen lives with mental illness but
he has been taking a course on

Agape coordinator Craig McDonald (right) with student Pohiri Peipi-Scott.

Mental Health through the Open
Polytechnic. After three years, he
can see light at the end of the tunnel
and is close to receiving a Certificate
in Mental Health,” John Thornley

Unsung Methodist Personalities
FROM POLITICS TO PULPIT
Being a preacher has been a springboard to
an active political career throughout the history
of New Zealand Methodism. There have been

Henry Ellis

some notable contributions made by such people
of all political hues.
It should never be taken for granted that to
be a Methodist was to be part of the radical or

liberal end of the party spectrum. Methodists
could be as conservative as any.
More rarely did someone forsake the political
life for that of the preacher.
Born in Bundoran, County Donegal, in
1828, Henry Ellis was described as a man of
refinement and intelligence. His parents, William
and Margaret (nee Keane) were involved in a
family-run sanatorium renowned for its high
standards. They nevertheless emigrated to New
South Wales about 1840, and then to Auckland
five years later.
Anglican Church but he was converted under
James Buller in 1848, and became actively
involved in the High St Methodist congregation
for a few years. During this time he worked
as a draper, then as a general importer and
auctioneer.
He must have been a successful businessman
for he commissioned the construction of a large
two-storey country house of Regency design in

says.
“The course provides Stephen
with skills for his position as a paid
assistant support worker with Agape,
and much of his practical

requirements for the course have
come out of his work situation.”
Also during the church service,
two members gave testimonies of
what Agape meant to them and the
warmth and support they receive.
Brian appreciates the way Agape
accepts him as a full person, despite
his physical disabilities. The fact
that he has to travel one hour from
home to church, negotiating car
traffic on his wheelchair, never puts
him off coming to Agape.
Raewyn spoke quietly but clearly
of her childhood growing up in a
dysfunctional family. Lacking
family in her younger years, she
found her 'childhood' for the
first time, within the Agape
extended family.

Henry Ellis - 1828-1879
Epsom about 1863. He married Georgina Eliza
Beamish of Kilkernmore, County Cork in 1855,
and they had one surviving child, Evalyn Alice,
who later became the wife of the Wesleyan
minister, Thomas Fee.
At the time of the Land Wars Henry Ellis
canvassed the establishment of a permanent rifle
corps, and advocated a comprehensive volunteer
movement. He subsequently became an officer
of a northern cavalry troop, seeing active service.
For a time, he withdrew from Church
involvement and was active in public affairs. An
attachment to the militia may well have created
some tension within his preaching ministry,
though not necessarily within the settler
congregations.
Henry was elected to the Auckland Provincial
Council in 1869 and served for four years. In
the same year he published the short-lived
Auckland Daily News and later worked as a
journalist for the Daily Southern Cross.

In 1870 he became a member of the executive
committee of the Local Industry League, and
with his wife was associated with the moves to
establish a 'Women's Reformatory.' He became
an immigration agent, and was particularly
connected with the establishment of the VeseyStewart Ulster Plantation Settlement at Katikati,
made up of the families of Protestant Irish
farmers.
From 1874, Henry resumed his attachment
to Methodism, and was preaching regularly
throughout Auckland. He then offered for the
ministry, an unusual thing for a married man to
do at that time, and even more unusual for the
Church to accept.
He was sent as a probationer to Waimate
in 1877-1878, and then to Woodend, near
Rangiora, in 1878, where he died on
June 17th 1879.

To w n h o n o u r s M e t h o d i s t m i s s i o n a r y t o A f r i c a
M E T H O D I S T
It is unusual for a Primitive
Methodist minister to be featured
as part of a town's public
artwork.
In the small market town of
Fakenham, in Norfolk, England,
Rev Henry Buckenham is depicted
in one of the eight icons or motifs
that enshrine Fakenham's past.
I was recently in Fakenham,
and was much taken by this feature
in Market Square. The artwork was
designed by Simon Watkinson and
erected in 2000. It consists of an
arrangement of cast iron panels that
echo the form of typefaces.
Fakenham was known for its
printing industry that employed
many people locally.
It is possible to walk over the
icons and peer closely at the design.
Around the edge of the typefaces,
are panels repeating the eight
motifs. Rev Henry Buckenham is
associated with the ox and wagonwheel motif. It also represents the
cattle market and agricultural
engineering.

The other icons representing
Fakenham's history include two
galloping horses to represent the
racecourse, a gaslight signifying
the manufacture of town gas in
Fakenham from 1846-1965, coatsof-arms of the Fakenham Town
Council and Fakenham High
School. A ship represents the life
and work of Sir Robert Seppings,
a contemporary of Lord Nelson.
One of the plates depicts a pennyfarthing bicycle, denoting the
importance of cycle manufacture
and the figure of Britannia is the
cap badge of the Royal Norfolk
Regiment (9th Foot).
Rev Buckenham was born in
Fakenham in 1844 but the reason
he features in the artwork is because
of his heroic journey in Africa
which started in 1889. It was a 2000
mile trip from Kimberley to the
Zambesi River in southern Africa
to establish Primitive Methodist
missions there.
This was one of those feats of
missionary travel that raised
awareness of what the English

A R C H I V E S

Buckenham Memorial
Chapel, Fakenham.

missionaries were doing in Africa.
He briefly returned to England, remarried, and returned to Africa.
Rev Buckenham died in Africa
in 1896 and in the annual address
of the English Primitive Methodist
Conference to the Church in 1897,
he was called “heroic, courageous
and self-sacrificing”, and his
representation in the artwork

Depictions of oxen and wagon
wheel Market Square.

alludes to these traits.
The obituary published in the
minutes of the Primitive Methodist
Church touches on some of the
trials he faced as he travelled in ox
carts across the African continent
on his first trip. Eight of the 12
wagon wheels he brought broke,
one after the other, and they were
thousands of miles away from the

By Jo Smith, Archivist

closest wheelwright.
Rev Buckenham made new sets
of spokes and bolts, re-built and retyred the wheels. He drove the
wagons himself, and trained the
oxen, repaired the gear and utensils.
.His first wife died on this journey.
He came up against “dangers
which needed courage to face, to
difficulties which needed tact to
surmount, to delays and
disappointment which needed faith
to endure, and toil which needed
strength and willingness to
perform.”
Recognition of his missionary
work led to the building of the
Primitive Methodist chapel in
Fakenham being named the
Buckenham Memorial Chapel,
which was opened in 1908. This
building still stands in Oak Street.
It has a plaque commemorating the
laying of the foundation stone by
Mrs Buckenham, his second wife
who survived him.
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Methodist health board candidate wants focus on people
By Cory Miller
As a grandfather of 12, a
father of six and an active
member of the church and
community, New Zealand-born
Tongan, Will 'Ilolahia, has
decided to apply his skills and
passion to run for a place on
the Auckland District Health
Board (DHB)
Will attends Wesley Roskill
Church and believes as a person
of faith, serving on the DHB is
one way he can help others.
“As a father, grandfather and
Christian, it is my responsibility
to ensure we have the best
healthcare,” he says.
Will experienced for himself
just what Auckland's healthcare
system was like, after a lengthy
illness that left him in hospital
for a prolonged stay. It was this
personal experience that
triggered Will's desire to run for
the position as a board member,
once he'd regained his health.
Today, thanks to what Will
labels as the great care he did
receive from the healthcare
system, he is able to fulfil his
desire.
“From my own experience
in hospital, I found the good
work the intensive care unit
doctors and nurses did for me
has enabled me to stand for the
Auckland DHB as a community
independent on the City Vision
ticket.
“I'm standing for the board
to ensure the good experience I
had as a patient is repaid. So that
others too can experience topquality healthcare.”

Will 'Ilolahia

However Will points out the
healthcare system is nowhere
near perfect. In the years since
he was in hospital he has heard
from others, who've haven't had
the same quality experience he
had in Auckland's hospitals.
For Will, this gap is most
evident amongst the Pacific
community. “The needs of the
Pacific people are not being
addressed sufficiently,” he says.
“When I visit Auckland
hospital I see a lot of Pacific and
Maori who are disproportionally
represented in the hospitals.”
A fact he says is bizarre
considering the amount of health
programmes that are directed
towards the Pacific community.
Will says the problem is
these programmes are simply
not working and are in need of
a makeover.
“Some of these programmes
are not working. They are too
boring or have an ineffective
delivery. We are still overrepresented in the hospital
systems.”
Will says being on the board

will help him change the
outcomes for Pacific peoples.
He believes his experience
as a television and radio
producer as well as chairman of
the Wesley Roskill property and
finance committee has equipped
him with the knowledge to
change things. He wants to see
more funds for effective health
care education and prevention.
“Having a voice representing
all minority communities on
Auckland's health board will
give the board the cultural
diversity and understanding it
needs.
“To date many of the board's
decisions, such as appointing a
European to head Pacific health
providers, shows it lacks cultural
understanding.
“I will use my experience
and knowledge as a man of
Pacific Island descent to ensure
the board offers culturally
appropriate care.”
However Will is also quick
to add that while he is making a
point of advocating for people
of Pacific descent, he is going
to be a voice for all people in
need of healthcare.
Will believes the DHB needs
a reminder to focus on caring
for people, not the system.
“I have noticed a shift in the
board towards a more systemdriven focus rather than a patient
focused one. I want to change
the focus to people.
“I'm doing God's work. I'm
living my Christian beliefs of
caring and serving others.”

'Just Action' encourages Christians
to make social justice happen
By Sophie Parish
Social justice and
Christianity was the focus of
the joint 'Just Action'
conferences sponsored by the
Salvation Army and Habitat for
Humanity last month.
Speakers from around the
world spoke to 600 people who
attended in an effort to ree n e rg i s e a n d e n c o u r a g e
Christians to take action, help
those in poverty, and be a living
example of the gospel and life
of Jesus.
The two day event was held
at the Vodafone Events Centre
in Manukau, September 18-19.
Among the speakers was
Shane Claiborne, a founder of
'The Simple Way' which
describes itself as a 'web of
subversive friends, conspiring
to spread the vision of loving
God, loving people, and
following Jesus'.
“The idea of resurrection
should not just be as an event
that happened 2000 years ago.
We are to participate and practice
resurrection every day.” Shane
said.
He showed pictures of his
Philadelphia neighbourhood
resurrecting their severely
impoverished community
through faith-based community
work.
During the conference
Habitat for Humanity volunteers
worked to speed build a house
for a Kiwi family in need. The
volunteers worked in shifts to
build the house in just six days.
Salvation Army social policy
director Major Campbell Roberts

Habitat for Humanity 'speed built' a house for a
South Auckland family during the Just Action conference.

said, "In South Auckland there
is so much need. On a daily basis
people don't have adequate and
affordable housing. Habitat is
helping ease one of the most
significant social pressures in
Auckland," he said.
Volunteers from all skill
levels came to help build the
house, from experienced
tradespeople, to some who had
never picked up a hammer.
Auckland civil engineering
student Shawn Kao was thankful
he could come out to help build
the house, "It's been so great to
have hands on experience, we
learn theoretically in class, but
it helps put the pieces together,"
he said.
For 19 years Habitat for
Humanity's Mike Bourke has
supervised volunteers who come
from around the world to build
houses in New Zealand. Mike
said it was an interest in building
and helping others that lead him
to join the group. "Habitat does
not just build houses, it builds

hope," he said.
Maurewa Methodist Church
P a s t o r R e v Va i N g a h e
understands the many pressures
people experience in his
community. He meets with
people who walk into the church
almost every day looking food
and someone to listen.
Vai says hospitality is part
of the solution.
"Hospitality should be for all
people. We need to suspend our
judgement of people. People can
stick label on others but they
don't know what has happened
to them," he says.
Manurewa Methodist church
organizes events during the year
to bring the community together.
Vai plans to host meals for
people in need. They would
welcome local businesses, local
MPs and local council members
to allow a space to talk and share
in the church. "The work is much
easier if we work together,"
he says.

Last month members of the Hawkes Bay Rural Ministry Group
visited the Pekapeka Wetlands.

Hawkes Bay rural ministry
network reboots for 21st century
By David Hill
Hawkes Bay rural parishes
are re-engaging with their
communities.
Anglican regional deacon Rev
Dr Jenny Dawson says a Hawkes
Bay rural ministry group has been
re-established involving
Anglicans, Presbyterians,
Catholics, farmers and the East
Coast Rural Support Trust.
A Hawkes Bay rural ministry
group was first established around
20 years ago by local ministers.
While it went inactive for a while,
it started meeting again after last
year's Trans-Tasman Rural
Ministry Conference in Atherton,
Queensland. Jenny is currently its
convenor.
“Five of us went over and we
came back with the news that
Hawkes Bay rural congregations
will be helping organise the TransTasman gathering in 2016 in the
Wairarapa. We had an ecumenical
gathering to discuss the
conference and they wanted to
keep meeting and it has grown
from there.”
Since then five meetings have
been held. They have focused on
local issues including the proposed
Ruataniwha Dam, engaging with
local iwi Ngati Kahungunu, and
pastoral care, Jenny says.
“We have had some really
good discussions about the
Ruataniwha Dam and we went to
the proposed dam site. We will
hold some sort of liturgical event
at the dam site when they make a
decision but we haven't made a
stand one way or the other.
“I think it is better that we
have a theological position with
one another and what it means for
the environment. This is not about
taking sides but how we use our
God-given gift of nature and how
we support each other.”
The East Coast Rural Support
Trust's Hawkes Bay co-ordinator
Mike Baram also spoke at a rural
ministry group meeting about the
trust's role during last summer's
drought and the role of churches
in networking with rural
communities, Jenny says.
“In rural communities church
and community can't be separated.

In the city people can go out of
their community to another church
and not have a relationship with
Christians in their community. But
in rural areas it is all intertwined
- church, school and community.”
Jenny says the role of rural
ministry is changing, with new
models of ministry springing up.
“It used to be that newly
ordained ministers would be sent
into rural areas to learn, before
going into a much larger parish
but now that is no longer the case.
There are some very experienced
rural ministers.
“Nowadays there are many
small parishes that don't have an
ordained minister. There is quite
a bit of enabling, where parishes
look after their own worship. I
don't like the idea of closing
churches, no matter how small
they are. It is important for them
to remain in their communities.”
Jenny hopes to build up a
broad base of the churches in the
Hawkes Bay rural ministry group
moving forward. At present it is
mainly an Anglican grouping, with
some Presbyterians and Catholics.
“I would like to see it more
broadly represent the various
churches and denominations in
the area, but it is quite difficult as
some communities only have one
denomination.
“I would like to see us engage
more in issues which local farmers
are talking about, for example the
issues facing the meat industry.”
Jenny would also like to tackle
other issues like rural poverty.
“Rural poverty is a big issue.
People come to live in the country
and if they lose their job it can be
hard finding work. A local dairy
farmer may say 'come and work
for me', but it's not always that
simple, because if they haven't got
the experience it can be quite hard
to move up in the industry.
“When you are talking about
rural communities you are not just
talking about farmers, you are
talking about everybody who lives
on the land.”
She says some local Christians
are also keen on green issues, so
the group will also be exploring
ways of being more sustainable.
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Sowing grains of peace
By Filo Tu
It's hard to imagine that with
the technological advances of
the present day, we still need to
sow the grains of peace and
gather to discuss what justice
truly means.
From August 11th to 17th two
young people from the Methodist
Church of NZ were in Hong
Kong to take part in a Christian
Conference of Asia youth
leadership programme focused
on building justice and peace.
Janice Auva'a and Henry
Hoglund participated in the event,
which had the goals of
ecumenical formation, gender
justice and youth empowerment.
Participants explored issues that
affect young people today violence, conflict, peace-building,
mediation and reconciliation.
When asked about the
journey, Janice says: “It was an
honour to meet new people and

to learn about their cultures and
backgrounds but most
importantly it was amazing to
hear about the situations they face
in their home countries; stories
that one thinks only ever happens
in the movies or books.”
Henry responded to the
question this way: “I'm very
blessed to go on behalf of the
Methodist Church. As a Tongan,
I was very grateful and honoured
to represent my people, church
and family.
“I found the whole
programme very interesting. I
learnt a lot about political and
economic challenges, the effects
of globalisation, nuclear testing,
and discrimination against
women and the impact of all of
this on children and young
people.”
Henry had the honour of
leading worship on the last
morning of the programme.

It's impossible to be a part of
such an event without making
friends, and Henry spoke of one
particular memory that was
ingrained in him ever since.
“I will never forget when I
spoke to my roommate from
South Korea. His name was Li,
and he is a university student. He
told me he was studying in the
field of construction.
“I asked him why he chose
that and he said he's seen a lot of
the people in his country struggle
because of financial hardship with
nowhere to stay.
He felt his calling from God
was to help build homes for them.
I was really touched and I thank
God for that”
Those who attend events like
this always have the urge to take
the tools that they've acquired
and apply them to their everyday
lives. Janice says she wants to
use her new skills for the youth

WELCOME TO THE
CORNER FOR OCTOBER!
When you read this you will all be on holiday from school. Let's hope the
stormy weather has blown itself out and there is plenty of sun.
This month we hear from people in the north of the North Island and the
south of the South Island.

A CELEBRATION OF
NORTHLAND MUD
The children (and adults) at
Kaurihohore Church in Whangarei had
great fun when they celebrated mud!
Activities included a mud pile for
playing and dancing in, the Muddy
Slide, a treasure hunt (in the mud),
painting with mud, a gumboot throwing
competition, story time and coloured
clay face painting. There was also a
money scramble which was of course

in the mud.
Before the festival there was a mudthemed church service.
The local Girls Brigade helped with
free soup, buns and hot drinks.
This was a wonderful opportunity for
the Kauri locals to meet together
hosted by the Kaurihohore Historic
Church congregation.

Henry Hoglund and Janice Auva'a (back row left) took part in a Christian
Conference of Asia youth development course in Hong Kong

of the Methodist Church and the
youth community of Auckland.
She wants more people to be
aware of the reality our brothers
and sisters face in other countries.
Henry says some of the things
he learned were mediation, peace
building, and conflict resolution,
skills he hopes will help his work
with his youth group.
Janice wants to encourage
other young people.
“Build your foundations so
that you are sure about what you
stand for in life, stand for what
you believe in, jump at the
opportunities life gives you.
Never regret but look forward

JELLYBEANS IN TIMARU
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I am only nine years old so I needed a everyone.

PUZZLE
CORNER
Can you solve this and find the name
of a book in the New Testament?
You need to find ONE letter
from each clue!
My first is in trust but not in hope.
My second in love but not in hate.
My third is in home but not in
house.
My fourth is in faith and not in
doubt.
My fifth is in found but not in lost.

Kids at Kaurihohore
Church in Whangarei had
day full of muddy fun.

Girls Brigade served
refreshments to those
enjoying the mud.

My sixth is in wish but not in
dream.

What are the kids in your church up to?

My whole will spell the name of
the book.

Kidz Korna wants to hear from you so we can share your stories.
Send stories and photos of your activities to Doreen Lennox at
dlennox@xtra.co.nz or to touchstone@paradise.net.nz

to the future and build wisdom
from your family, church
community and friends,” she
says.
Henry quotes Matthew 6:33
saying: “But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness,
and all your desires will be given
to you.” God will open doors that
no-one can shut.
Janice and Henry thank the
Methodist Connexion, Mission
and Ecumenical, their synods and
all who helped make their journey
possible. May God be glorified
in everything we do.

CHILDREN'S
SONG
'I Would Like to Be Like Jesus'
By William Wallace
1) I would like to be like Jesus,
Gentle, loving, strong and true.
I would like to be like Jesus
And see God in me and you.
2) I would like to be like Jesus
When I'm happy, when I'm blue.
I would like to be like Jesus
In the things I say and do.
3) So I'll walk the way of Jesus
In the presence of his friends,
Praising, praying, trusting Jesus
For the love which never ends.
(Text, score and tune available at
www.progressivechristianity.org)

Pukolea

TOUCHSTONE • OCTOBER 2013

VAHEFONUA TONGA ‘O AOTEAROA

K E M I FA K ATA U T E H I N A 2 0 1 3

Nasili Vaka'uta

19

20

TOUCHSTONE • OCTOBER 2013

K O E FA K A L O TO FA L E ' I A
' O K ATO PA , 2 0 1 3

Vaikoloa Kilikiti

K E M I FA K ATA U T E H I N A 2 0 1 3

Children are divine at Dominion Road Church playgroup
By Edwin Talakai
The Devine playgroup at
Dominion Road Tongan Methodist
Church caters for up to four years
old. Most of them are New Zealandborn Tongans. The playgroup is a joy
for the children of Dominion Road,
Tongan Methodist church.
The playgroup operates during a
'homework session' every Tuesday
evening from 5.30-8.30pm and also
during Fanongo ki he Ui (or Listen to
the call) programme, that is tailored
to young couples and young families
with young children.
Devine playgroup also operates on
Sunday during the main service so
mums can attend the service.
The mums help with having their
names on the roster to take part on a
Sunday and to support the playgroup
co-ordinator Siosi'ana Fa'aui Taukolo.
Siosi'ana grew up attending the
Dominion Road Church. She is now
married with three young children, a
dedicated young mum who rose to the
challenge, she says “it is my duty to

serve God and help work in our
church.”
Divine playgroup gives the future
of our church a chance to understand
(in their own little ways) who the Son
of God is and why he is so important.
We do this through story-telling,
colouring pictures of different
characters in the bible and singing
songs of praise.
Every Sunday afternoon, Divine
playgroup is filled with fun, laughter
and a lot of noise! (Sometimes we are
surprised noise control has not been
called).
Watching some of our children run
wild, others quietly playing with baby
dolls and some solving puzzles is a
testimony of the amazing works and
plans our heavenly Father has for each
individual.
“For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future,”
Jeremiah 29:11.

