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Let This Mind be in You ■ ■ ■ 

Jesus the Christ was a real pe rson living among real people. As a litt le 
boy he played with othe r little boys. With h is brothe rs and sis te rs he a te 
the food Mary ccoked and grew unde r the disc ip line of Joseph . 

At the age of 30 or so th is man started out a s, a re lig ious teache r. 
Some of the people he spoke to and lived with were interesting and p lenty of 
others were s low to catch on to the important things he said ond d id . It was 
no fairy-tale life among fa iry-tale people that th is man Jesus lived . 

Certainly, the people who came to him for he lp were real e nough . One 
woman had hod some awfully worry ing sickness fo r 12 years. Anothe r girl 
found herse lf caged in o squal id life of sordid attracti on. Ten peop le hod to 
wander in lonel iness with thei r stinking d isea se . The thousands who came 
to li sten to h im got ve ry humanly hungry. Mise rable, pained, lone ly, futile
minded people met J esus and he gave the m wha t he had- encou ragement, 
hea ling , hope. Jesus was a real man among real peop le . 

We are real people and live in a world of real people. And we of the 
Church are told, " You are the Body of Chr ist ." What el se does that mean 
except tha t we of the Church ore the Jesus of our day? The same mind and 
a t ti t'ude tha t was clearly that of Jesus of Galilee is. the mind and att itude 
wh ich we are ca lled to commit ourselves to today. 

Goodness knows, the people around us are real e nough. Some are 
inte rest ing, some pig-headed, some lone ly and p lenty a re just plain, poor and 
needy. W e don' t live in a fairy-tale wor ld and our modern world won' t le t us 
forget it. We cannot let our mind s lip ove r the real people in our port of 
town or the ones in other countries and glibly ignore them as " the non-Church 
goers," " fuzzy-wuzzy angels," " the poor refugees" who can be thrown a 
few scraps of silver and our o ld gardening trouse rs. 

People are real and our Mission as the Church is to be the real Jesus 
among them- both down our street and throug h praye r, inte llige nce, inte rest 
and giving , to those in othe r countries. 

It is not our work but t he work of Chri st . How c lose we must c leave to 
Him to be able fo do it ! 
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A NUMBER ON OUR MISSION AS NEW ZEALAND METHODISTS 

DID YO U GO ? 
everal hundred ... ew Zealand M ethodists including our 

active ministers have recently shared in fou r Schools of Evangelism, 
in which Doctors Harry Denm an and Manning Potts of the 
A merican M ethodist Church explained and demonstrated the 
1nethods of v isitation evange lism. Th e strength of the school lay 
in the practical v isi~ation work, in which the lay " choolers" 
shared to the fu ll. Bulletins, circulars., pulpit announcem ents often 
fail to "get through'/ ' W e m uS1t go ourselves to our lapsed 
M ethodists, to the "censu M ethodists," and the people who need 
Christ. Th eir number is legion. 

"A s the Father ha sen t me, even so send I you." D r. Denman's 
plea wa fo r more Christ-sen t people. A re you num bered with 
them? A re you fulf ill ing your Christ-like mission to the people 
around you ? Do )'Ollr neighbours and workf ellows see Christ in 
yo u ? If they need Christ, do they th ink of turni11g tu you? 1Vhat 
would you du if they did ? 

Th e jJrirnary wi tn ess of the Christian remain in ] em alem, 
- that is, where he is. Christ ians all over the world learn that. 
Th eJe are days when the Christians of the 1101,mger Churches are 
learning th e joy of witnessing overseas. In the midst of their own 
nun -Christian euv ironment , the .M ethodists of Cey lon have con
firm ed th e call of a deaconess tu wod in Africa and !tave sent her 
forth . But uwst of them must liv'e and witn ess in their own 
count1y . T eop 1'1ethodists learned to show Ch ristian care for 
"f ureign" lab01ners who had curn e from N ew Guinea tu work on 
cumm.crcial plantations alongside them . Village Christians 
removed tu urban rentres lilz. e Port l\!Iuresby and Honiara find the 
Churrh there now and learn tu be Christian in a new environment. 

Th ese are u111 e reasons why we have chosen this quarter, the 
th eme " Our J\Iission as ,.7\lew Zenland JH.etlwdist ." Our mission at 
lwrne and our mission overseas are intim,ately related. 

Dr. Denman spoke of Christ as sent to the children. 'o is His 
Church . Thus the rec-ent consultation in Fiji on Christian 
education is of great moment for the Paci/ ic Churches where more 
than half their people are children and adolesrents. Chri t went 
to the outcaste . o must His Church go to the rootless, the 
urbanised, the detribalised. Christ came to suffer. His follow ers 
today also share the sacrifice, and mystery and the passion of the 
Cross. 
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THE MISSION OF THE 
METHODIST CHURCH OF NEW ZEALAND 

"Noth ing really 
ma tters today ex
c e pt Mission ." 
This is, the con
viction of the Rev . 
Alan Walker of 
the Methodi st Cen
tro I Miss ion in 
Sydney, a convic -
t ion which n o 
doubt p loyed a 
large p:::irt in the 
promoting a n d 
eventual launching 
of th e Central 

Mission 's £40,000 

L,fe - Line project 

in recen t months. 

I we ll recall both 

t h e Rev. Alon 

Wal ke r and Dr . 
Billy Graham ex

press ing th is be lief 

togethe r in no un 

ce rta in te rms, in 

the W itness sec

t ion of the New 

Rev. Ruo D. Rakena , A.ssista nt Supe rinte nde nt of Home 
ond Maori Miss ion De partment 

De lhi Third Assemb ly of th~ W orld 
Council of Churches. The irs was a 
p::i s.s ionate plea to the member 
Churches to engage in miss ion . 

Rightly unde rstood , the Church ho s 
no othe r task but' miss ion, she exi st s 
for th is very pu rpose . 

A church that hos cea sed to be 
m iss ionary hos, in e ffect, fo rfeited 
t he rig ht to be called a church . 

A great deal of thought, study and 
d iscuss ion hos been give n to t he 
Church and missions in our day and 
the f indings thereof are already 
bearing cons idera ble fru it in t he life 

of many churches . It is from such 
find ings that I wi sh to out line th e 
context within wh ich I feel our 
Methodi st Church in New Zea land 
must fu lfil her mi ss iona ry obliga t ion . 

MISSION IS THE CONCERN OF THE 
WHOLE MEMBERSHIP 

The e ra whe n the m1 ss.1onory 
ente rprise of the Churc h re mai ned the 
so le prerogative of the "specialist" or 
"specialist group" is virtually ended . 

M iss ion is not a spec ial functi on 
of a port of the church . It is the 
whole church in action . It is the 
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body of Christ express ing Chri st''s 
concern for all sorts and condit:ons 
of men, the whole membe rship A the 
church " dec laring the wor,de rful 
deeds of Him " who in Chri st hos 
now possessed it . 

T he questi on po5,ed by th is truth 
of ou r Christion coll ing is one which 
only the individual membe r con 
adequate ly answe r. But is our New 
Zealand Method is t membe rsh ip fully 
conscious of its miss ionary obl igat ion . 
A glance at the latest stoti st ico I 
fig ures ,the prog ress repo rt's of the 
Budget comm ittee, the threat of 
possib le retre nchmen t of the church 's 
work on strategic m iss:onory front'ie rs, 
le t a lone wha t may or may not be 
to king p lace in the local si tuation, 
indicates tha t th e " special ist " con
cept of missions is p revail ing. 

MISSION REQUIRES A MEMBERSH IP 
ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED 

The concern of the church in th is 
regard, is already materiali s ing where 
Deportme nt of Chris.t ion Education 
programmes ore be ing implemented 
and spec ial schoo ls fo r laymen ore 
being conducfed . Miss ion Sem inars 
hove also contributed toward th is end . 
In the ma in, howeve r, the t raining 
and equipping of me mbe rs for mean
ingful and effective m iss iona ry 
e nte rpri ses leave much to be desired . 
Here is a vital and strategic need 
in the church's life which she has a s 
yet, not' adequately met. T he words 
of a layman speaking to the New 
Delh i Assembly come readily to mind: 
" The church spends enormous sums 
of money in train ing 1 per cent of 
her total membersh ip, whi le little if 
anything at oil is spent in train ing 
the remaining 9 9 per cent." 

Reg ular participation in corporate 
a cts of worship is, of cou r!:'e, a 
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primary and fundome n,tol med ium 
whereby the membership of the 
church is equipped fo r mission. 
Again , as a layman at the New 
De lhi Assemb ly put it': " Worsh ip 
should serve in much the same wa y 
a s a supply depot does fo r the fo rces 
engagi ng the ene my; it rep leni shes 
thei r resources and eq uips t hem for 
furth e r fig hti ng." 

It is quest iona ble, whether there 
are many Sunday acts of worsh ip 
wh ich are so conducted, t hat mem
be rs re tu rn to their respect ive homes 
f ee I i n g either rep len ished or 
adequa te ly equipped to rei nfo rce the 
missionary front ier with confide nt 
zeal a nd competence . W e a re wa rned 
aga inst ove r-emot iona lism in our 
prea ching and conduct of wars.h ip 
buf I am inc lined ta feel that a shot 
of emot ional ism in ou r prea ch ing 
now a nd aga in could resul t in me m
be rs return ing home a little less 
complacent and a lot more disturbed 
than when they set off 

MISSION IS LIVING THE 
CHRISTIAN LI FE FROM 
DAY TO DAY 

The m issionary task goes beyond 
that of merely teach ing truths, it 
invo lve !:'. the living-out of those some 
truths. As D. T. Niles put's it, " The 
Christ ion must be a witness of wha t 
he proclaims, he must be on ·evidence 
of it." Jesus said, " You ore the light 
of the world . .. let your light so 
shine that men may see your good 
works and glorify your Fathe r in 
heaven ." The implication of Chr ist 's 
words is inescapable, the ve ry 
qua lity of our life, acts and words 
is t'o lead othe rs, into His p resence. 

The thought is a sobering one but 

nonethe less true . Our failure to live 
the Chrisfian li fe from day to day 

5 



hos ceased to make the church \a s 
D. T . Niles terms it) "on object of 
choice" to those without . It ho s- also 
led the church into the position where 
it' is rightly characteri sed a s on 
"isola ted and undistinguishable" 
body with in society. Thus, to quote 
Mox Warren, " Certain portions of 
life we coll religious. Then we ore 
Christians. We use a special 
language . We think in terms that 
we never use in any other context. 
We coll that our Christianity-and 
there we stop . We turn to another 
deportment of life called politics . 
Now we think in quite different 
terms." The miss ion of the church 
is a mission to the whole of life, but 
it will never become thi s until we who 
claim to be God 's people, ore God's 
people in all c ircumstances of ou r 
do ily life . 

MISSION IS THE CHURCH'S 
MEMBERSHIP SCATTERED 

The miss ion of the Church is to 
rea lise in ·every situoti,on, in every 
land and notion, and in all areas of 
I ife, the " Christion presence. " The 
Church has no other mea ns of ach iev
ing th is ·except by the sca tteri ng of 
her membership both at home and 
overseas. D. T . Niles brings to our 
attention the fact that, " It is the 
beginning tha t is yet unfi n ished. 
When the leaven is hid in t he meal, 
the beginning of .the task is over." 
He goes on to point out that there 
ore so many situations, so many 
places and areas of life where not 
even a beginning hos been mode
the leaven remains unhidden . 

The suggest ion is tha t " many faith
fu l people be released from the 

redundant' works of much church life, 

so tha t they might present a renewed 

witness in their doily work and re 

cove r a sense of vocat ion." It is 
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undoubtedly a valid criticism that the 
chu rch tends to safeg uard jea lous ly 
for her own institutiona l or adminis
trative ends, the se rvices of those 
who might otherwise be the means 
of establishing the Christian presence 
in some area of life that is not yet 
touched by the church . Again, how
eve r, the ta sk may be portly, if not 
wholly accomplished if members were 
to live out in the ir daily li fe and 
work, the faith they profess. 
Finally : 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH IS 
GOD'S MISSION 

" W e ore no bett'e r than pots of 

earthenware . In a book, 

" Towards a Theology of Miss ion," 

Dr. W . Andersen hos wr itten : "The 
triune God Himself is declared to be 

the so le source of eve ry missionary 

enterpri se . . . . W ith the sending of 

the Holy Spirit- who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son - He hos 

mode it evident that He retains the 

miss ionary enterprise in His own 

ha nds and does not surrender it to 

any huma n authority." The Chr istion 

miss ion, t herefore, can be none othe r 

tha n t he wi ll of God a s it find s em

bodiment in active obedience on the 

port of eve ry membe r and the 

Church a s a whole . T he s.ymbol of 

th is obedience is the cross. For the 

church to engage effect'ively in God 's 

mission so that men and women of 

any race, colour, or creed, "me·et" 

Jesus, she must first ens.ure t hat her 

own failing s and need hove been 

effectively dealt with of the Cross. 

Jesus said, " I om come that they 

may have Life . As the Father hos 

sent me, even so send I you. Go 

into all the world . 

RUA D. RAKENA 
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Women of Our Company 
TORTOISE, HARE 

It's a shame that we often think 
of church bodies as resembling in 
movement the proverbial tortoise 
rather than the hare . That's why it 
is so very encouraging when two 
bodies such as the Women's Mission
ary Union and the Women's Guild 
Fellowship realise it is imperative for 
them to move together and proceed, 
with more than tortoise-like steadi 
ness, to unite forces . 

Gradually the end for which they 
work is being realised and there is 
to come into being one fellowship of 
Methodist women, aware of the 
changing approach on the Mission 
field, aware of world trends, move
ments, needs ... and geared to pool 
their knowledge and spread their 
strength ta maintain a church that is 
what it should be, in breadth of out
look and outreach. 

Both groups ·have done wonderful 
se rvice in years post . Since the 
beginning of auxiliary work 61 years 
ogo, the missionary union hos grown 
to a membership of 226 auxiliaries 
and 6,125 members rais.ing £17,000 
a year for the missions. From its 
beginning as a group of local women 
pledged to core for the occupants 
of the parsonage, the guild has 
grown into q fellowship of guilds 
with much wider scope for care and 
concern. 

The move for union began some 
six or s.even years ago, was crystal
lised in thought and gained impetus 
at a conference of Morton in 1960; 
was made visible by a joint confer
ence in Dunedin last year, and the 
new Methodist Women's Fellowship 
is expected to swing into action on 
1st February, 1964 . 
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Christian woman at work: Sister Vol 
Bock (Victoria) and lepers at Tari, 

Even two groups do not represent 
all the women of the church, how
ever. There are a s well the indigenous 
fireside clubs with a more local 
missionary bias, representing about 
3,000 women. There ore numerous 
Bible Classes. helping young women 
to appreciate the faith .. . and there 
ore a number of lone rangers who 
are unable to fit into any church 
group, but whose loyalty and sense 
of miss.ion is keen . 

BODY OF CHRIST 

And what is the mission of oil 
these who ore Methodist women and 
part of the body of Christ? Tradition
ally women's work hos been the 
education of the young and the core 
of the needy. These t'wo general 
responsibilities remain, but the areas 
in which they operate are much 
wider. All the needs of all the com
munity, the church and the world 
must be kept before all the women 
of the church. It' is absolutely im
poss ible for every woman to be equally 

7 



Women of Mendi, now joining the 
Christian company. 

interested, or interested to the point 
of service in every field of need, but 
to be informed at least indicates an 
attitude of concern. From the 
knowledge of total need, women will 
be able to select where they can bes.t, 
as individuals, put their strength. It 
may be girls' work in the loco I 
church, providing a tumble drier for 
the young mother in fhe parsonage; 
it may be joining the Women's 
Borst a I Association, a hospital 
auxiliary or a "Meals on Wheels" 
scheme, or offering as. a cook or 
assistant in one of the church's in
stitutions. It may be joining the 
Deaconess Order or the ministry; 
taking a personal interest in 
missionaries on the field or 
deaconesses on the r9me front, or 
Colombo Plan students, or helping 
support an Indonesian student; it 
may be assisting with marriage 
guidance work or pastoral vis.ifing or 
baby-sitting for a house-bound young 
mother; it may be arranging flowers 

in the sanctuary or leading worship 
or accepting office in some church 
or community group; it may be 
fighting some sub-Christian practice 
in the community. It' may be .. . 
and one could go on and on, for the 
needs of legion ... and the helpers 
ore few . 

BUT WAIT A BIT 

Perhaps the first mission of church 
women is to be women, and to dis
cover their God-appointed place as 
women and persons in the scheme of 
things. What does the faith mean 
for a woman whose lot is so often so 
different from a man's, with its more 
prolonged and demanding persona I 
responsibilities? How can women 
live worthily and find the faith 
relevant unless they ore aware of 
themselves? Are we honest enough 
to articulate our needs? What are the 
tensions and strains to which we are 
subject and to which our Lord has 
something to say? What of the 
feenager, trying to find her way 
through a society in which moral 
standards ore toppling-so much so 
that Professor Corstoirs in his Reith 
Lecture s,tated that he anticipated 
fhe time when sex relations outside 
marriage would be considered quite 
normal practice. What of the single 
women, with areas of deep desperate 
loneliness which even creative activity 
will sometimes leave unfilled . .. what 
of the young wife and mother, often 
equally lonely as she sett'les. down in 
a new community and finds her 
horizon limited by a young family 
.. . what of the woman who feels 
frightened by the silence left in the 
home when the family moves away 
. . . what of the woman tied, even 
though willingly, by the core of 
elderly relat1ves, invalid husband or 
permanently handicapped child . 
and what of the old, no longer in-
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Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Dey, forme rly Miss Joyce Rosser. Mrs. Dey shares 

still in the Highlands mission of our Church . 

dependent, often just wearying life 

away? 

Our mission to these is to help 

them find in God the serenity and 

peace which alone will help them to 

cope with the demands, strains, 

crises and boredoms of life. Worship 

does this, of course, and fellowship 

helps too, but there are times when 

opportunities for both are limited, 

and women are thrown back on their 

own resources. 

Our Bible Classes need to train 

young women to cultivate the spiritual 

life; our fellowsh ip groups need to 

reach to the heart of a woman's 

problems and find what the Bible has 

to say tha t' will help; our worship at 

meetings needs to be a face to face 

encounter with a powerful Redeemer. 

We must cons.tantly keep before 

women God Himself, as the source 

of life, the susta iner of life, and the 

end of life, for W hom even "sweep

ing a room" con be a sacrament. 

Let us not be s.o concerned with what 

women ca n do that we overlook what 

they con be. 

The OJJen Doo r 

And the woman who needs to be 

reminded of these things is you and 

me, and the woman who needs this 

God is your neighbour and mine . 

"O Lord, remember what thou 

host wrought in us and not what 

we deserve, and as Thou hast 

called us into thy service, make 

us worthy of our colling ." 

- DOROTHEA M. NOBLE 

SOON APPEARING: 

"Children of the Solomons" 

by Winifred Venis 

(formerly Sister Winifred Poole) 

Wofch out for this new book as 

a Christmas gift or Sunday 

School prize. 

Available shortly from Epworth 

Bookrooms at the published price 

of 3 I-. 

(Published by Methodist Overseas 
Missions) 



The Spiritual Advance Committee 
and the Mission of the Church 

Discussion between two members o f the Committee 

TIME ... Just before the February meeting 
Chris Jones : New to the committee? 
John Wilson : Yes - but reluctant 

start'er. Too many committees in 
the church . The minister ap
proached me, told me I hod a 
contribution to make to the whole 
Church. Could you tell me what 
the committee does? 

Chris : I thought' you would hove 
hod it all explained . . 

John : Well it's true I know it 's a 
committee of the whole Church . 

know its name Spiritual 
Advance. I know it has to do 
with the mission of the Church -
but' I'm a little weary of great 
statements. Making statements is 
easy. Sometimes I th ink Christians 
are the wordiest crowd in the 
world. I'm interested in what you 
really do. 

Chris : Well, I think I' ll wait till 
after a couple of meetings before 
trying to answer you . 

TIME ... Just after the May meeting 
John : What on agenda . Three 

hours a month , and we seem to 
go in circles. 

Chris : What do you mean , c ircles? 
John : Well take the discuss ion on 

evangelism and evangelistic 
appeals and counse lling material 
for enquire rs. There seem to be 
three differing views and litt'le 
chance of agreement. Look at the 
question of evangelistic appeals. 
One group stresses their place and 
effectiveness and gives clo~e 
attention to method. The othe r 
group rej ects appeals outright . How 
con a divided committee lead the 
Church ? 

Chris : It is fair fo remembe r that 
the committee is a cross section of 
the Church. You can expect dif
ferences. 

John : Yes, I agree. Mind you, the re 
seemed much more agreement 
when one of our members pre-

IO 

sented that paper on evong 1, sm. 
I thought he hit the nail right on 
the head when he said, " A con
gregation cannot become evange
lis tic by starting out to evange lise 
and then going through the out
ward motions or repeating the 
words of on evangelist of some 
othe r time. Nor can a congregation 
b~ct>me evange li stic by inviting 
someone who hos a reputation of 
that sort to come into the c ircuit 
and ho ld a miss ion. Evangelistic 
movement must be spontaneous. 
" For most of our congregation the 
basic problem is not how to 
evangeli se but how to deepen 
spiritual experience." 

Chris : You ' re not a s critical a s you 
we re ofter your lo st t'wo meetings. 
By the way, did you go to the 
Spiritual Advance Committee ' s 
Retreat ? I couldn ' t make it. 

John : Oddly enough I did. I wasn ' t 
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sure what to do. The idea of a 

weekend devoted ·entirely to 

meditation and prayer didn't seem 

like my cup of tea, especially so 

when I knew that silence was. to 

be used as a spiritual discipline . I 

thought such on idea was silly for 

Methodists. We're a noisy people. 

Chris : You thought the project 

worth it? 

John : Yes, I'm sure now that the 

idea of Spiritual Retreats under 

a selected director is worth com-

mending to the whole Church. It 

would be very interesting to see 

if any of our district groups or 

some of our youth gr0ups, women's 

fellowships and men's fellowships 

toke the idea on. · 

I must soy that t'his idea of waiting 

on God that we may know His will 

seems more relevant than much 

of our frantic rounds of Church 

committees and groups. 

Chris : It sounds as though you ore 

on enthusiast now, not a critic. 

TIME . .. Just after the June meeting 

John : What a range of things to do. 

Prayer cells, Advent, Lent and 

Leaflets, Laymen's Handbook, Dr. 

Billy Graham, Circuit Missions, 

Schools of Evangelism and over

seas visitors. 

Chris : Overseas vis itors ? 

John : Yes, overseas visitors - tokes 

for too much of our t'ime for on 

uncertain return . 

Chris : Hello; critic again ? 

John : Maybe, but I think the com

mittee's work on the information 

received from the survey on the 

Service of the Holy Communion 

is much more vital. 

Chris: Vital ? 

John : Yes, vital. What ' s the use of 

talking about commending Christ 

to others when we ore uncertain 

about our most central service of 

worship. I cannot go along with 

the liturgical reformers on the 

committee but I agree with their 

concern to see the service a s. a 

real means of grace for all . 

Chris : Well now, thot~s quite a 

speech . Perhaps you ' re right. My 

own interest was aroused by that 

paper tonight by a visiting minister 

to the committee on the core of 
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non-active Church members. I om 

a bit shocked at the proportien of 

members on Church rolls who find 

the Church irrelevant and unneces

sary. I suppose lost century our 

forefathers would have said to 

consider the fellowship of the 

Church unimportant is to foll 

from grace . 

John : I don't know the answer to 

that - only God knows. 

Although I know if you remove a 

hot cool from a fire it soon ceases 

to burn. 

John : The big question is how to 

bring them bock fully into the 

life of the Church. 

Chris : There is no quick and sure 

way to deal with that. The answer 

to much of our debate, however, 

about the mission of the Church 

lies not in new methods of com

munication or pur~ing of our 

roles, but a sense of renewo I 

within the Church. When we all 

receive again in our selves the 

love of God, we have the desire to 

shore this with others. Without 

this motive the mission of the 

Church cannot be realised. 

-KARIS 

11 



Planning for Christian 
Edu-cation in the Pacific 

One proble m common to all areas in the Pacific is that of prov iding 
indigenous Christ ian education mate rials for use in Sunday Schools, youth 
groups and adult classes. Because they bear little re lation to the life of the 
people, lessons which are translated and adapted from othe r sources are not 
su itable. 

The idea was the refore conce ived 
of planning a consultat ion at which 
on indigenous Christion Education 
Curriculum could be prepared . On o 
visit to America , the Rev . Setorek i 
Tuilovoni, leader of the Youth De
portment of the Methodist Church 
in Fiji , was a sked to contact the 
W orld Council of Christion Education 
and enlist the ir support in such o 
venture. The W.C.C.E. agreed to 
sponsor the projec t' and to send the ir 
Gene ral Secre tory, Dr. Ne lson Chap
pe l, as consultant. To give training 
in writing Christion lite rature and 
guidance in preparing lessons for the 
curriculum, the Committee on World 

. Lite racy and Christion Lit'eroture 
agreed to organise a Writers' Work
shop immediately ofter the con
sultation . 

Thirty-three de legates gathe red in 
Suva, mainly nationals from Mic ro
nesia, Melanesia and Polynes ia , with 
a sprinkling of miss ionaries. The 
consultati on afforded further ev i
dence of the g rowing spirit of church 
unity in the Pacific . Fb ur maj o r 
denominations we re represented . In 
addition to Dr. Nel son Chappe l, the 
group received much a ss istance from 
Dr. David Merritt of Melbourne, who 
act'cd a s a consultant. 

OUR AIM 

The first s tep was to d1 scov . r the 
purpose of Christion education . ·The 
consultation divided i n to three 
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groups, each of which discuss.ed the 
aim of our Christian education pro
gramme. Findings were brought 
back to t'he plenary session and 
further discussed, then sent back to 
the groups for re-draft ing . The 
following purpose was agreed upon 
by the who le consultation : 

The a im of Christ ian education is to 
lead people of all ages to know 
and respond to God through Jesus 
Christ . This involves: 

1. Accepting for themse lves Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

2. Growing as children of God 
unde r the guidance of His Holy 
Spirit . 

3. Worshipping and serving Him 
in the fe llowship of His Church . 

4. Obeying the will of God in every 
area of life, in family, com
munity and nation. 

Having arrived at a statement of 
our common purpose, we proceeded 
t'o draw a pictu re of the way of lifo 
into which the proposed lessons must 
fit' . Questionnaires hod previously 
been sent out to the Churches and 
Miss ions concerned . Delegates pre 
sented the answers to these questi on
naires, describing the social and 
cultural background of their people, 
and the way in which Christion 
education wa s being given . W e 
found much that was similar, much 
also that diffe red widely. Upon one 
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Write rs' Workshop in progress in consultation with Dr. Fred Cloud and Miss 
Marion Van Horn; Mr. Leslie Boseto of the Solomon Islands appears th ird 

f rom the rig ht. -Photo "Fiji Times" 

thing we all agreed - the need for 
indigenous Christian education 
material that was related to the life 
and experience of the people . 

OUR CURRICULUM 

Grading presented o problem. We 
hod sma II one-teacher Sunday Schools 
with perhaps o dozen pupils. We had, 
particularly among the Indians in 
Fiji , little cottage Sunday S:hools 
whose pupils ranged from infants in 
arms to grandmothers. We hod 
graded Sunday Schools of all de
scriptions, including some which 
started with beginners of three years 
of age, and went through all grades 
to adults. We decided to pion our 
curriculum to cover all grades -
Beginners (one year' s. lessons), 
Primary, Junior and Intermediate 
(th ree years' each), Youth (four 
years), and Adu lts (o three-yeor series 
in pamph let form). All other lessons 
will be pub lished in annual volumes. 
In the chi ldren's grades the books 
will be for the teachers. only. In the 
youth and adult grades they will be 
directed towards both t he leaders and 
a nd the members of fhe group. 
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Again the consultation divided into 
sections to discuss the needs of each 
age group - the general needs as 
well as the s.peciol needs of the 
Islands people . Findings were 
brought bock to the plenary session 
for approval. The next' step was for 
the groups to find the Gospel answers 
to these needs - in other words, to 
pion o series of lessons which would 
meet the p:::irticular needs of each age 
group, and at the some time fulfil 
the aim of our Christion education 
programme . We remembered that 
Jesus spoke to the people in every
day parables which they understood . 
So our Chris.tion education should 
start where the people ore and 
relate the Gospel io their needs. 

It was sca rcely poss ible to complete 
thi s task in the t h ree weeks that hod 
been allowed for the ctirriculum 
consultation . In each group, unit 
topics and lesson titles were prepared, 
and as for as possible Scripture 
references given for the guidance of 
the writers . The lessons will be b::ised 
on Scripture, and they aim to relate 
the Christion faith to everyd:::iy living , 
and to show how personal commit-
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ment to Christ must involve the whole 
of life . They seek to foster under
standing and cooperation by giving 
a picture of the work of the Church 
in fhe Pacific, and to widen horizons 
by showing the total miss ion of the 
Church in the world. 

OUR PROJECT 

Th is is a long -te rm project wh ich 
will take three ta f ive years to com
plete . An Editorial Board, repre
sentative of the areas concerned, 
has been nominated, and two full 
t ime Ed itors appointed . They ore 
Miss Joyce Trudinge r of the Presby
te rian Church of the New He brides, 
and the Rev. Lopet i Taufa , a n 
ordai ned Tongan Method is t m in iste r. 
Thei r headquarfe rs will be in Suva . 

The lessons will be written and 
published in s imple English, and will 
ihen be translated whereve r necessary 
into loco I languages and dialects. The 
mult ip lic ity of languages throughout 
the Pacif ic g rE2at ly complicates the 
ta sk, especially in the Me lanesian 
and Micronesian a rea s It was 
estimated that more than 30 
language editions (pri nted o r dupl i
cated) will be requ ired . The t'ra ns
lators will not only t rans.late th e 
lessons, but wi II furth er adapt them, 
using illustrat ions that are mean ing
ful to the peop le in thei r own area s. 

All such pro jec ts require f inance. 
An estimated annual budget fo r th e 
nex t three years was worked out . 
Approx imate ly one- th ird of thi s is 
be ing asked d irectly from the in 
d igenous Churches and Miss ion 
d is tricts conce rned . T hrough the 
agency of the W .C.C. E., the balance 
will be so licited from Mission Boards 
and othe r inte res ted bodies. 

OUR TASK 

The curr iculum consultation was 
fo llowed immediate ly by the Writers' 
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W orkshop d irected by Miss. Mar ion 
Van Horn, of the Committee on 
W orld Literacy and Christion Litera 
ture . She was a ssisted by the Rev. 
Fred Cloud, Associate Editor for 
Youth of fhe Methodist Board of 
Publications in U.S.A. The aim of 
the C.W.L.C.L. is not only to a ssist 
in the preparation of Chris tian 
education mate rials, but to encourage 
the pr(?duction of a II types of 
Christian lite rature, especially among 
people with limited reading ability 
and experience. To thi s and t'he 
de legates to the Writers' Works.hop, 
most of whom continued on from 
the curriculum consultation, soo r.i 
found the mselves writing news and 
feature art icles and short st'or ies. At 
the same time each delegate acce pted 
a s on a ssignment a un it of lessons 
from the proposed curriculum, and 
set about the writing of these lessons 
unde r th e guidance of the consul
tants. Thus it was hoped tha t by the 
end of the Wr ite rs' W orkshop on 
17 th July, a good start would ho ve 
been mode towards fhe wr it ing of 
the f irst year 's lessons in most 
gra des . 

It has been st imulat ing ta meet 
with th is group of keen Chr ist ian 
youth lea de rs from many parts of 
the Pac ific. W e hope fhat the Paci f ic 
Is lands Christ ian Educat ion Curricu
lum (P. I .C. E.C.) will enr ich and 
streng then the life of th e young 
churches in the Paci fi c. W e have 
a lso learn t much from ea ch othe r 
a nd found unity a nd fe llowshi p in 
working toge the r. Th e farflung 
is lands of the Paci fi c are no longe r 
dots on t'he ma p, scatte red a c ross the 
ocean . They ore places we know 
a nd care about, because of the 
peop le we have met , and the common 
purpose which has brought u 5 

toge thE'r. 

- LUCY H. MONEY 
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PATRICK JOSEPH· TWOMEY 
For over 20 years our leprosy and 

general medical work in the Solomon 

Islands hos been very greatly assisted 

by regular and increasing grants 

from the Lepers' Trust Boord. This 

very year, for the first time, a grant 

for work in Bougoinville was 

approved. Quite the largest' single 
gift was the provision, just five years 

ago, of the Oz:ama Twome y, the 

largest vessel in our mission fleet . 

This is the moment to pause and 

remember oil this help given us, in 

effect, by the New Zealand public, 

through the tireless efforts of Mr. 
Patrick Joseph Twomey, who died at 

Suva on 1st August. When the 

Editor lost met Mr. Twomey earlier 

this year, he spoke of his forthcoming 
journey to the Pacific. "It might be 

my lost one," he said, "and I would 
be quife content to die in the 
Islands." In foct, Mr.' Twomey's lost 
illness set in in the New Hebrides, 
from which he was f I own for treat
ment at Suva Hospital. 

Born and educated at Wellington, 
Mr. Twomey visited Fiji in his youth 
and learned at " first-hand of the 
ravages of leprosy. W hen he returned 
to New Zeala nd, he become associ
ated with Mr. Ben Pratt of Christ
church, who was raising money for 
Christmas comforts for 25 lepers then 
quaranti ned on Quail ls.land in 
Lyttelton Harbour. With the tromfer 
of these people to Mokogoi in Fiji, 
the comforts fund was directed there 
also. Gradually t he work grew. The 
Editor recalls his own service in Fiji, 
when for three yea rs Mokogoi leper 
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station lay within his Methodist 
Circuit. It was there indeed that he 
first heard of Mr. Twomey and of the 
extra medical and social focilities 
provided by the help of his Bo::ird. 

The year 1942 was a period when 
a good deal of New Zealand int'erest 
was being focussed by wartime events 
on other ports of the Pacific. Re
peated requests led to the Board to 
extend its activities. These reques.ts 
led fo the establishment of the New 
Zealand Lepers' Trust Boord in that 
year. Then it was that grants com
menced to the various missions doing 
leprosy work. 

From 1942 forward, Mr. Twomey 
applied himself fulltime to the drive 
for funds. In the 20 years more than 
£500,000 hove been collected. In
deed in 1962, £100,000 were raised 
in one year. 

In a message to the Leper's Trust 
Board and to the Twomey family, 
the General Secretary recorded our 
thanks fo God for the life and service 
of Patrick Twomey. We ore s,ure that 
many informed New Zealand 
Christians and many Island sufferers 
will echo the words. 
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From Kieta Came the Sound of Singing 
The Fifth Annual Choir Compet i

tion was held at Kieta over the 
Queens' Birthday weekend w,th 28 
choirs participating . 

Kieta Festival was a great success 

with three to four thousand natives 
and close to a hundred Europeans 
taking keen interest . 

All choirs were neafly dressed in 

smart uniforms and carried their 
school or village ban ners and 
marched along the fo reshore of Kieta 

Harbour to a ssemble in front of the 
rostrum . 

Adjudicators w e re M r s. J . 
McDonald of Kieta , Mr. Doug h 
Hayes, D.E.O. of Namatana i, New 
Ireland and Mr. Tony Tekath of 

Bu in. 

Awords (for Annual Competition) 

we re : 
Best Choi r (Kie ta C lu b Sh ield), 

Rore inang Methodi st Choi r. 
Best Girl s' Choir (Atkinson Shi e ld ), 

Asi ta vi Girl s' Schoo l. 
Best Boys' Choi r (Toboroi Cup), 

St . Joseph 's, Rigu . 
Best Mixed Choi r (Tack Long 

T rophy), Ro reinang Methodi st. 
Best Station Choir of Pr imary 
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Standard (McKillop Trophy), St. 

Michael's, Kieta . 
Best Village C h o i r (McKa y 

Trophy), Bairema . 
Song sung in best Engl ish (W . A. 

L. Clarke Trophy), Ki h ili, Methodist . 
Run ner-up for song sung in Eng

li sh (Norah Ma rtin Trophy) , As ita vi 

Girls' School. 
Runne r-up fo r best V illage (A rea ) 

Choir (Commonwealth Ban k T rophy) , 
Dunu' una ra . 

Best Pri ma ry T-School-Konga . 

A special award was made to Rev. 
John Taufa for the best conductor 
of the Festiva I of a baton donated by 
Dr. John Gunther, Assistant Adminis
trator who visited Bougainville and 
Kieta during the year. 

Mr. Hayes said he thoug h t th e 
rendition of " Lift Up Your Hea ds" 

from Handel's " Mess iah " by the 

Ro reinang Methodist Choir was the 
finest he had heard in the T e rritory. 

Adult village people took a major 
port this year a nd did most of the 
organising th emselves. 

Choir uniforms were a credit to the 
village rs. 

- New Guinea Times Courier" 

Rev. John Taufa and the 
Roreinang Choir 
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"Explosive Development '' 
Church g rowth marked the most sig nificant feature reported by the 

recent Synod, at Nipa , of the Methodists in the Highlands of New Guinea. 

"Our most important and thrilling forward move was seen in the increase of 

the Highlands Chu rch me mbe rship from 287 to 1,063 , with 1,370 more in 

training for adult for adult ba ptism." Thus writes the Synod reporter, the 

Re v. John Hutton . 

Kie ta m1ss1onary to New Guinea : 

Sa mson Taming and Sarah at Me ndi 

Synod also heard of the "explos ive 
development" in the Mend i and Loi 
vo lleys, the continued gains at Tori, 
a nd the first converts at Nipo and 
Mogorimo - all feature s of Church 
g rowth . Th is was a ssoc iated with 
the tra ining, development and send
ing forth of loca l evangelists. The 
District Pastor Training College hos 
also been commenced. Four ore in 
tra ining and eight more young men 
were received, sub ject fo examina tion 
resu lts. The Loi Vo lley was separa ted 
from Mendi to form a new circuit. 

It wa s a th rilli ng moment also 
when the Chairma n, the Rev. C. J . 
Keightley, welcomed the first four 
Hig h lands Synod representa t ives. Th is 
gave on early indication of the im
portance placed by the \ Synod on 
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deve lopment o( the Church on sound 
ind igenous principles. Loter two 
Highlands members were e lected to 
synod comm ittees and a third a s one 
of the team to go to the United 
Synod in Robaul. Towards the end 
of the Synod, the Government Dis
trict Commiss ioner visited us, show
ing delig ht at the good indigenous 
representation at our Synod . He gave 
us the opportunity to nominate two 
people for the new District Licensing 
Commis5.ion. Australians and New 
Zealanders were in a minority among 
the 17 synod members. 

Rich fellowship and deeply spiritual 
times assured the Synod of a right 
basis for all our proceedings. The first 
week two candidates for the mini stry 

(Cont. foo t page 18) 
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ABOUT 
OUR SYMPATHY 

Two of our overseas sisters. have 
recently suffered bereavement. At 
the end of May, Mrs. Grice, wife of 
our minister at Mt. Roskill , passed 
away, after a long illness, marked 
by fortitude and Christian faith . The 
s.ympa thy of the Boa rd was extended 
to Sister Beryl Grice of Choiseul. 
Miss Audrey Grice, who has been 
with her mother t'hrough her illness, 
is a former overseas sister. 

As reported in our last issue, Sister 
Lucy Money had travelled to Fiji to 
attend the recent consultation Or'! 
Religious Education and the Writers ' 
Workshop that followed . Before the 
workshop concluded, she received 
word of the serious illness al her 
father, Mr. Henry Money of Morrins
ville . Travelling home privately, she 
was able fo be with her parents 
through her father ' s last illness . 
Sister Lucy has since returned to 
Choiseul. 

A GRIEVOUS DISAPPOINTMENT 
To their own great disappointment 

and the keen regret of the Board, if 
has been necessary for the Rev. 

"EXPLOSIVE DEVELOPM ENT" 

and two probat'ionary ministers, de
livering their trial sermons, led our 
morning worship . During the second 
week, the Rev. Graham Smith led 
devotions on the 23rd Psalm. Central 
feature was the Synod Communion 
service, followed by the conversation 
on the work of God. Once again 
members considered the need to lose 
themselves for Christ's sake and the 
need to be properly equipped for the 
oil-important evangelistic task. 

Encouraging reports by the New 
Zealand workers were received by the 

IS 

PEOPLE 
Peter Barker and his wife and 
children to return from Teop Circuit. 
Unexpected and continual illness 
dogged M·r. Barker from the time of 
his arrival in the t'ropics. After two 
adverse medical reports, it was 
reluctantly agreed that no other 
course could be followed, save re
patriation. The Barkers arrived at 
Auckland by the "Wanganella" on 
27th July and proceeded t'o Napier. 
Mr. Barker will be resum ing his 
ministry in this country . 

FURLOUGHS 
At the end of June, Sister Mary 

Addison returned to Tonu, Siwai, in 
Buin Circuit. Several days then In
tervened ,whilst there were no 
workers on leave in this country 
an exceedingly rare interval. Sister 
Kathleen Shaw arrived at Wellington 
on 24th July and proceeded to her 
home at Nelson . She has fulfilled 
an exact'ing three-year term in Teop 
Circuit, where the long vacancy in 
the ministerial appointment meant 
extra strain. Latterly, Si-ster Kafhleen 
has not been in the best of health . 
We hope that her furlough and a 

Synod. The Mission to Lepers grant 
is being used to erect on adminis
tration block for the Leprosy Cent're 
at Tari and new wards ore also 
under construction . Further patients 
have been discharged, and sliveral 
of the patients ore now professing 
Christians. 

The Synod also hod its word of 
challeng·e to the New Zealand 
Church; this resolution was passed : 
"That in view of the continued ex
pansion of the work in this District, 
we again reques.t the New Zealand 
Board to consider an increase in the 
numbe r of s.taff they support." 
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period of rest will help to re5.tore her 
fully . It is hoped tha t she will attend 
t he combined Women's Conference 
a t Palme rston North . 

The Rev . . John Taufa has p ro
ceeded on leave to Tonga . 

When we wenf to press Siste r 
Gladys Larkin was due to rea ch 
Ch ri stchurch on August l 6th. He r 
time of furl ough hos arr ived, and 
she has also recently been unde r 
medi cal adv ice . 

A lso due fo r furlough are the Revs. 
Ali ste r McDonald and Go rdon Corn
we ll , who will be rema in ing in New 
Zealand appointme nts, a nd Sister 
Les ley Bowen, due home in late 
Septe mbe r. 

AUSTRALASIAN GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

As is usual , th e p resident of our 
con fe rence, the Rev. Robert Thornley, 
attended the Australasian Gene ra I 
Confe rence, a s a frate rnal rep re
sentat ive. It was a confe rence of 
s p e c i a I s ignificance fo r the 
Methodist's of the Pacific . Two over
sea s di stricts (Samoa and Fij i) were 
granted conference status. The first 
conferences will be held in July, 
1964. In Fiji, the Rev . Setare ki 
Tuilovoni , M.B.E., B.D., has since 
been designated president-elect. 

The proposa ls for a Unit'ed Synod 
fo r the fou r Me lanes ian Method ist 
Districts, wh ich were approved at our 
Christchurch Conference lost Novem
ber, hove also been approved in 
Au5trolio . It wa s hoped to hold t he 
first' sessions of t he Uni ted Synod at 
Robaul lost month . T he Rev . George 
Co rter, cha irman of the Solomon 
Is lands District, is also fi rst chairman 

CJ>f the new United Synod . 
Special recognition was given to 

the missionary arm of th e Church by 
the election a s secret'ory-generol of 
th Australasian Church, of the Rev. 
Cec il F. Gribble, O.B.E., M.A. , 
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gene ral secretory of the Ove rseas 
Miss ions Deportment in Austral ia . 
Mr. Gribble is a former mi s5.ionary 
to Tonga , and has been general 
sec ret'ory si nce 1949. Since then he 
has twice vis ited New Zealand. It is 
like ly that he will be pres ident
ge ne ral at the 1966 Gene ra l Con 
fe rence. 

ORDER OF ST. STEPHEN 
Moved by what she saw of 

miss ionary nursing work in New 
Guinea , where she was then a 
Gove rn me nt worke r, Miss Margaret 
Lave lle offe red last year to g1ve a 
pe riod of honorary se rv ice with the 
Me thod ists ove rsea s. She was then 
a t Dunedin, comple t ing he r Plun ke t 
course, and worshi pping at Duned in 
Centra l Church and Miss ion. In due 
course her offe r was accepted, a nd 
she ar ri ved a t Munda in April to take 
up he r year of se rvice a s a cand idate 
fo r the Orde r of St. Stephen. 

JAMAICA TO FIJI 
Afte r years of service with her 

late husband, an Iri sh Methodi st m is
sionary to Jamaica , Mrs .. Joan Glan
ville came to vi sit her son in Christ 
church . She has now been accept'ed 
fo r serv ice a s a District worke r among 
the Indian people in Fiji. 

REV. BRIAN SIDES 
Between 1950 and 1953, Mr. Sides 

served a s a ca rpenter in the Br iti sh 
So lomons. There he met Sist'e r Joyce 
McDonald , who taught in Vell:i 
Lovella Circuit between 1949 and 
1952. They late r ma rried and en
tered the n1i ni stry. After three years 
of probation in Bombay-Tuakau 
Circuit, Mr. Sides hopes to be 
ordained at the fort hcoming Church 
Conference. Meantime he has 
accepted for overseas service, and 
the So lomon Isla nds Synod recom
mends t hat he be appointed to suc
ceed the Rev . Gordan Cornwell in 
Buka Ci rcu it. 

19 



SYNOD AT BILUA 
The Solomon Islands District met 

in July this year. The other Mela
nesian Methodist' Synods did likewise, 
so that their representatives might be 
ready for the United Synod timed for 
lost r.nonth at Roboul. At Biluo 
fifteen ministers, and fifteen lay 
representatives met under the Chair
manship of the Rev . George Corter. 
The Rev. J. F. Cropp was installed 
District Secretory. 

"We rejoice again that the hand 
of God hos led and guided us during 
the post year," commences the 
synod's report on the spiritual s,tote 
of the circuits. "Reports indicate the 
times of stress and strain, as well as 
times of blessing and encouragement. 
Lock of s.toff and sickness hove 
created difficulties but it hos been 
abundantly clear that through oil 
this, the young Church is growing up 
in responsibility, strength and witness. 
Women's and young people's work 
is developing along sound lines. 
Training of local preachers is growing 
apace. Local leaders tro1ned over
seas ore toking over more responsible 
positions with great acceptability. 
Pressing problems hove drown us 
together, and we give thanks to God 
that' we go forward trusting in Him." 

During their sessions the Synod -

• Ordained to the full ministry 
the Rev. Francis Bongbong · (as 
authorised by the President of the 
Conference). 

• Recommended for acceptance as 
ministers on probation, the catechists 
Solomon Alu and George Moelogi 
(both of Vella Lovella). 

• Referred six other candidates to 
the United Synod which will select 
those to commence training in 1964 
at the Rorongo Theological College . 

20 

Rev. George Ca rter, chairman of the 
Synod at Bilua, also cha irman of the 

United Sy,nod of Me lanesia 

• Welcomed a Gilbertes.e pastor 
who will core for the numerous 
Gi lbertese people being resettled in 
the Solomons. 

• Expressed gratitude for the 
organizing work of Mr. Ron Dickey 
of the Boys,' Brigade, and requested 
a Girls' Life Brigade Organizer. 

• Asked the Methodists of New 
Zealand for o doctor, a minist'er, a 
bookkeeper, o high school teacher 
and a travelling organising teacher. 

• Asked New Zealand Methodists 
for funds to enable the following 
projects to go forward : 

£500 for our share of the Honiara 
Community centre. 

£800 for a pastor's hous,e at 
Kukum, Honiara . 

£2000 to complete our quota of 
the initial cost of the Rorongo 
Theological College. 
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M.W.M.U. 
FROM THE DOMINION P~ ESIDENT 

In previous issues of the " Open 
Door" I hove briefly traced the ouf
line of women 's work in our church 
ove r two centuries. 

Now we ore in on age when 
change seems to be the only ce r
tainty, and any movement at all 
within the church must keep time 
with the changes be ing experienced 
eve rywhere . If if does not , any 
contribut ion we hope to make will 
hove ve ry little impact . . . maybe 
none, on mankind 's we lfa re . 

T HIS IS 1963 

Above the c louds on my way hom 
from the W est Coast, a young hostess 
to ld me of her experiences in Austria , 
whe re she hod given a year 's se rvice 
with home less people . I hod been to 
Hokit'iko fo r the dedicat ion of Siste r 
Esthe r Watson and was. still s-:J vouring 
the warmth of the Coast enthusiasm; 
a ll were delighted that one of the ir 
own hod vo lunteered fo r se rv ice in 
the Solomons. 

On the flight down, ofter th Rev. 
M. A McDowe ll hod joi ned the plane 
at Ne lson, it wos a Methodi st hostess 
who chattered to us and he lped 
rea ssemble the copies of the Order 
of Serv ice to be used that night' ! 
Just a few days before , on Auckland 
suburban church had been fill ed for 
the dedication of Miss Catherine 
Scott, who hod re sponded to the coll 
for a secretory to a ssis t the chairman 
of the New Guinea Highlands 
Distr ict. 

In Wongonui , we we re shown 
exce llent colour s lides of the Seg i 
area in the Solomons, where some of 
the young people from New Zealand 
hod worked for on oll-too-brief-
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period . . in Wellington, Mrs. 
Method ist and Miss Salvat ion Army 
were the women members of a 
deputation to fh e Minister of Justice 
to protest against what appears to 
be flagrant disregard of people's 
rig hts. 

WE LISTENED 

Method ist Profe ssor Gordon Rupp 
of Mancheste r (here at tne inv itation 
of the Unive rsi ty of Otogo) gave us 
first - hand information of th e 
Churches' status east and west of the 
Iron Curta in. He told us of a n 
anci ent church surviving with a m9m
bersh ip chiefl y of old lad ies over 70 
and babies under the age of five. 
With nothing to say that' the other 
generations wi shed to hear the se rvice 
of the church is confined to ritual. 
Powers ore limited; they cannot send 
out miss ionaries, they ca n n o t 
educate, they cannot' publ ish without 
permiss.ion; a nd church meetings in 
homes ore forbidden. 

BUT WE ARE FREE 

Free to fo llow any p:Jtte rn of 
se rv ice we may choose ? How, then, 
shall we serve ? 

remember th is from th e 
biography of a present-day missionary 
doctor : 

" Though we speak with the tongue 
of the Afghan and fhe Baluch, 

though we understand the working 
of the Singhi mind, 

though we hove the faith that 
remove smountoins or red tape 
. . . it is nothing . 

Though we give our physical liv 
by driving them fo the point of 
exhaustion , 
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and thoug h we do thousands of 
c lever operati ons, and do not 
really core .. 

we ore nothing. 

But we hove been warned that t h is 
is on age of " feel ing sorry" when 
the compassionate purse is sta ndard 
equipment; on age when on angry 
young man con write of " o vast and 
treacherous populace that hos la tely 
come out for compassion" and a sk 
if our willingness to g ive freely hos 
mode us behove any better o r wiser 

. and age when pity is mistaken 
fo r love . 

SO WE LISTEN AGAIN 

" Let eve ry c reature hove your 
love. 

" Love, with it's fruits of mee kness, 
pat ience and hum ility, is all that we 
con wi sh for to ourse lves and our 
fe llow creatures. . . . To des ire to 
communicate good to eve ry creature, 
in the degree we con . . . is o divine 
temper; fo r thus God stands u n
changeably di sposed toward the 
whole c reat ion" (Wm. Low). 

And we ore reminded by Dr. N iles 
that God chooses us - not we Him . 

. 

He comes to us fo r His purpose rather 
than fo r our com fo rt, and our 
obed ie nce to Him is of fi rst 
importance. 

So may we se rve : 

Our strength, Thy g race, 
Our rule, Thy W ord, 
Our end, the glory of t he Lord . 

Miss Lynette Sadle r, accepted for 
overseas se rvice. 
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Our Contributors this Issue 
T he Rev. D. Ro keno is Ass istant Supe rinte nde nt of the Me thod ist 

Home and Maori Miss ion Deportment . 

Kor is is o lay member of the Spiritual Advance Commi1tce . 

Siste r Lucy H. Money, Dea coness, was o representative of 
So lomon Islands Church at the recent Chri stion Educat ion 
Consul tati on in Fij i. 

The Rev. Dorothea Nob le, B.A. , a forme r Youth Direc tor, rcs: dc s 
now at Lowe r Hutt. 

T he Rev. Gordon Brough , B.A. , pre pa red the devot ional pa ge . 
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DYi NG DAI LY 

Recently an African political leader was quoted a s saying that hi s 
country might hove to "die a little" so thot othe r Africa ns might have their 
libe rty. 

Quaint s.peech ! But Paul al so said, "I die daily." 

Christians who spend themselves in loving their Lord and loving their 
neighbour act in the some spi rit . They doily give their st rength in His 
se rvice . They die a little every day. 

Oversea s miss ionary se rvice is one wcy of spending one's life fo r Christ . 
Is it' Hi s will for you? 

Consider these needs : 

A DOCTOR 
needed for the Solomons. 

NURSES 
Immediate needs are met, but we are always glad to hear of women with 
general (i ncluding maternity) and midwifery certificates, who hove ove rseas 

se rvice in mind . 

AN ENGINEER 
for the Solomons during 1964. Basi c skill , motor mechanic . 

A CLERICAL WORKER 
There is a need for a typist-bookkeeper. 

TEACHERS 
A male teacher of some years of experience and women teachers with at 
least three years' experience after certification are required for the Solomons,. 
The opportunity may also come to send a teacher to the New Guinea 

Highlands 

MINISTERS 
Several replacement ministe rs are required for the Solomon Islands; ordained 

men required . 

Teachers and nurses may hove st'ate s.uperannuotion rig hts safe-guarded. 

Further detail s may be hod from : 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 
Methodist Overseas Missions Department, 
P.O. Box 5023, Auckland, C.1 . 



MISSIONARIES' ADDRESSES 
WORKERS FROM NEW ZEALAND, TONGA AND FIJI 

SOLOMON ISLANDS DISTRICT 

ROVIANA ·CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail-Methodist Church , P.O. Munda, BRITISh 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev. and Mrs. G. G. Carter Sis ter Gladys Larkin•:• 
Rev. and Mrs. J . F. Cropp Miss Bernice Birch 
Rev. and Mrs. lliesa Buodromo Miss Margaret Lav.elle. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Gatman Mr. and M rs. B. D. Smith. 
Sister Myra Fra~er Mr. D. W . Eason 
Also Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Watson, Box 36, Honiara, British Solomon Islands* 

MAROVO CIRCUIT : Address as for Rovianc.1 Circuit . 
Rev. and Mrs. Aisake Vula (study leave) Rev. and Mrs. Seru Beraki 

VELLA LA VELLA CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail- Methodist Church, Bilua, P .0 . GIZO 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Palavi Sister Audrey Highnam 
CHOISEUL CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail-Methodist Church, Sasamunga , P.O. GIZO, 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Rev. and M rs. D. I . A. McDona ld* Sister Beryl Grice 
Sister Lucy Money Sister Muriel McCormack 

BUIN CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail- Methocli~t Church, Kihili, Buin, South Bougainville , 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs. P. F. Taylor, Tonu 
Sister Ada Lee Kihili. 

Sister Pamela Beaumont, Tonu. 
Sister Mary Addison, Tonu 

Sister Patricia ·Jacobson, Kihili . Mr. and Mrs . Ovini Baleidoveto, 
Kihili. 

KIETA CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail- Methodist Church, Rore inong, P.O. KIETA, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and M rs. John Taufa. 
TEOP CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail-Methodist Church, Kekesu, Teop, lnus Free Bog , 

RABAUL, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 
Sister Kathleen Shaw•:• Sister Vivienne Parton 

Sister Le6 l ie Bowen •:: 
BUKA CIRCUIT: Surface and Airmail- Methodist Church, Skotolan, Buka, Bougainville, 

P.O. SOHA NO, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 
Rev. and Mrs . G. A. R. Cornwell•:• Sister Patricia Hulks 

Sister Janice Palmer 

TRANSLATION WO·RK-Rev. and Mrs. A . H. Holl, Methodist Parsonage, BOMBAY, N.Z. 
IN TRAINING : Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Fleury, Box 90, Rabaul, Territory of NEW GUINEA. 

Sister Esther Watson and Miss Catherine Scot t, All Saints College, 5 Rogers Avenue 
Haberfield, N.S.W . 

PAPUA- NEW GUINEA HIGHLANDS DISTRICT 
(For reasons of space, New Zea land workers only ore list ed below) 

NIPA CIRCUIT : S1.1rface and Airmail-Methodist Church, Nipo · Free Bog 
MT. HAGEN, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs. C. J. Keightley 

TARI CIRCUT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Church, Tori Free Bog, MT. HAGEN, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 

Sister Edith Jomes Mr. and Mrs. G. T . Dey 

* On furlough in New Zealand . 

UNITED DISTRICT 
TEACHERS' TRAINING COLLEGE: 

Sister Norma Groves, Methodist Church, Nomotanai, KAVIENG, TERRITORY OF 
NEW GUINEA. 
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