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STILL NEEDED OVERSEAS 
N URSES - with genera l, maternity anp midwifery 

certificates. A pplications will be con­
sidered of nurses who have still to 
complete midwifery training. 

TEACH ERS - Men and women primary teachers, 
with a least three years serv ice after 
Teachers' College training. 
Secondary teache rs also continua ll y 
needed for our Church schools in Fiji , 
Tonga, Samoa . 

MI NISTERS - Two further replacements will be re­
quired within the next two years for 
service in the Solomon Islands District. 

IS GOD CALLING TO YOU? 

A ll enquiries shou ld be addressed to : 

The General Secretary, 

Methodist Overseas Missions Dept., 

Box 5023, 

AUCKLAND, ,C.1. 
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Our Contributors This Issue 
John D. Rees and Margaret H ig man ore Austra lian m issionar ies 

at Mendi. 

A. Horry Voyce served in Bougainville , 1926-58 . 

Job Rot'oava was recently ordained in Choiseul Circu it. 

Stanley G. Andrews is General Sec retory of the Ove rsea s Missions 

Department of .the Method ist Church of New Zealand . 
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A NUMBER FEATURING THE NEW GUINEA HIGHLANDS 

AXES AND ATOMS 
Did you see the .awesome glow left by the high altitude bomb 

test in our southern sky? A vivid reminder that we in the Pacific 

are bound up for good or ill with the doings and sufferings of men 

everywhere. What we saw in New• Zealand was more clearly seen, 

if perhaps less clearly understood by thousands of Pacific Island­

ers. They, loo, are caught up in the e[f ect of today's power 

politics - of science out of hand. 

The week fallowing, the fifth South Pacific .Conference took 

place at Pago Pago, in American Samoa. _ R epresentatives came 

from every South Pacific Territory : from independent Tonga and 

Western Samoa, from Trust Territory of ew Guinea, from the 

"protected" Solornpns, fro111, the disputed Netherlands New 

Guinea. Int eresting to read again the narnes of Christian leaders 

who had taken part in the 1961 Conference of Churches and Mis­

sions: Anglicans john Guise of Papua and Francis Bogotu of the 

Solomons: Mrs. Mataafa of Western amoa. These people have 

considered the progress, actual and potential, of their peoples. 

The Conference was not a political one, but primarily concerned 

with economic and social, medical and educational welfare. 

Those from ew Guinea must have been concerned for the 

tens of thousands of primitive people still to be found in their 

mountain fastnesses; people just now exchanging the stone axe for 

the steel one. Rapid progress in material things and in social wel­

fare is being made .- among them. Roads, airstrips, the "crash" 

educationa l programme of the Administration - these win our 

admiration. We give thanks for the work of the Spirit, both as 

H e mov~! through the channels of government service_, and as 

H e actuates the war hip 1and discipleship of new Christians among 

these people themselves. 
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111 T OLD THEM ABOUT JESUS' 
The hand of God hos been on 

Mendi over the past twelve years. 
Through the missionaries who have 
gone ,to this district God has spread 
his love; a love that hos reached the 
hearts of the Mendi people. 

Last December the first large 
Mendi baptism was conducted and 
many people committed their lives 
to Jesus Christ. Some of the people 
hod to endure personal ,torment from 
unbelieving members of their people 
to proclaim Jesus as their Saviour. 
However, they endured these 
moments of torment and distress and 
were reworded with God's love. This 
love filled their hearts and gave them 
s,trength and courage to begin a new 
life . However, this new life was 
only the beginning. Today new chal­
lenges ore being accepted by the 
Mendi people who hove believed, and 
old challenges ore being represented 
to those who have heard, but hove 
not believed. 

But something of a different chal­
lenge hos been accepted by one of 
the Mendi men . He hos heard God's 
call to missionary service and hos 
preached God's Word ,to pe~Rle at 
Nip:1, a neighbouring community 
where the gospel is being proclaimed. 
He has become the first Mendi 
missionary. 

Men and women from many dif­
ferent notions and races, hove been 
offering themselves for Christian 
missionary service for thousands of 
years. To hear of a missionary going 
out to preach is not new, but to hear 
of the first missionary to go ou.t 
from a new dis.trict is great news. 

Lying parallel to the Mendi Volley 
and about 5 minutes flying time 
away is another volley. The area· is 
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called Nipa . Nearly the entire vol­
ley is II restricted area II where Euro­
peans may only enter wi,th special 
permits. The people there hove 
been unco-operotive with the Ad­
ministration and have caused trouble 
with inter-group fighting. Two 
years ago, the Rev. C. J. Keightley, 
who is now Chairman of the district, 
led a p:ir,ty of New Guinea pastors 
from Me~di into Ni~a and estab­
lished the first missiJhary contact in 
the volley. They have faithfully 
given of the Word of Life, but there 
hos been no response from the 
people . 

One day, Mr. Keightley was speak­
ing to Rev. John Rees. 

"You know, John, I have the feel­
ing that ,the Spirit of God is moving 
in the hearts of some of the Nipa 
people . There is a group of men who 
seem specially interested in our 
preaching and teaching, but we who 
teach them ore all either Europeans 
or men from coastal areas of Papua 
and New Guinea wi,th very different 
backgrounds. Maybe we ore not 
really reaching them. If only there 
was a local C~ristian with a personal 
understanding of their thought pat­
terns, their fears, their needs, who 
could tell them what Jesus means 
to him .. . 11 

"Could we send a Chris,tian from 
Mendi to Nipa ?11 John Rees thought. 

Some time later ofter a weekly 
Bible study for Mendi Christians, 
John Rees and his friend Sand, a 
Mendi Christian, were talking to..: 
gether about many things of Chris­
tion significance. Sond was one of the 
Mendi people who were baptised las.t 
December and would soon be enter­
ing the Mendi Bible Training School, 
for illiterate adult Christians in Bible 
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Sond was slightly appre­

hensive b e f o r e h e 

boarded the aircraft for 

his first air journey. He 

is seen here on the 

right, being farewelled 

by Nawe, Members' 

representative. 

- By courtesy of II The Missionary Review" 

knowl edge a nd methods of evange­
lism. He will be in the first group 
of Mendi students to study at the 
new ly esta b lished school. 

Suddenly Sond asked, 11 Con I go 

.to Nipo ?" 
" W hy do you wont to go to 

Nipo ?11 John Rees replied. 
11 I wont .to tell those Nip::i people 

to give their lives to Jesus. I wont 
to tell them how I feel in my heart 
about Him. I wont ,to tell them to 
th row away their worsh ip of evil 
spirits. Con I go before I start the 
Bi b le School ?" 

Sand wonted to go to Nipo . The 

missiona ries at Nipo were loo~ing 
fo rwa rd to h is coming. What pre­
para tion did the Church at Mendi 
make for .the forwa rd move of its first 
missionary? 

In the week fo llowing Ea ster a nd 
immed iately preceding Sond's depar­
tu re, J ohn Rees ca lled the people to­
gether for prayer morni ng by morn­
ing. W e prayed for the peop le of 

Tlie OJ1e11 Door 

Nip:i and also for the deepening and 
extending of the spiritual life in 
Mendi . Ea ch morning we gathered, 

and sitting on the floor of the new 
chapel room of ,the Bible Training 
School we brought before the Lord 
our praises and petitions. Con you 
imagine the thrill in our hearts when 
not merely a handful of Christians 
and staff attended these prayer meet­
ings but many men and women who 
as yet hove not yielded .themselves 
t'o the Saviour? Groups of thirty, 
forty, sixty, and sometimes eighty 
people gathered doily for prayer. 

In prayer support and also in 

financial support the Mendi Church 
upheld t heir friend . All Sond's air­
fares and money for food were p:::iid 
out of the weekly gif,ts of the Mendi 
people to the work of God. 

Shining clean, with fresh le:ives in 
his belt, his best woven hot secured 
with a topknot of cassowary 
fea thers and a bond of possum fur, 
a c rescent of pe:::ir lshell a t h is neck, 
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Sond presented himself on the day 
of his departure. We prayed together 
end then drove him to the airstrip . 
For a man for whom a ride in a 
Land Rover is rare enough to be in ­
teresting, the trip in the 'plane m1,.1st 
hove been most exciting. It was a 
slightly apprehensive face under the 
cassowary ,tuft as Sond boarded the 
'plane. Soon its engine started and 
Sond was off on his first missionary 
journey. 

Yeste rday Sond came home . 

"What did you do? What hap­
pened ?" we asked . 

" I told them about Jesus and they 
were happy to listen to me," he 
said, with one of the most wonder­
ful expressions of Chris.tion joy on 
his face I've ever seen. "At first I 
was afraid. I didn't know what to 
do. But Mr. Keightley gave me a 
job I understood, helping to build a 
house and soon I felt happy. I talked 
to men's clcsses and women ' s classes 
and church services and meetings -
and always the people were happy 
to hear what I hod to soy." 

"Whc.t did you talk to them 
about?" 

" I told them how God sent His 
own son to be born to a woman, and 
to live like a man . I told them how 
Jesus died for them because of their 
sin . I told them that Jesus is 
stronger than dec,th and is olive now. 
Give your lives to Jesus and throw 
away your evil spirits, I said . And 
I told them, you come to hospital 
when you ore sick and send your 
children to school." 

"And did any give their lives to 
Jesus?" 

" No. But they heard the words 
about Jesus gladly and I think, very 
soon, ,they will come ... " 
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- Margaret Higman 
"The Missionary Review " 

THE TRUMPETS WILL 

HAVE SOUNDED 

It is difficult to find a word 
adequate to describe the service of 
Matthew Kerr Gilmour who died at 
Sydney in July, aged 90 years . 

Following probo,tion at Dannevirke, 
he transferred in 1901 to Papua, only 
ten years aft'er our mission there 
hod opened. He went to Kiriwino in 
the Trobriand Islands for nine years. 
Twenty-four years at Dobu followed . 
For twenty-two years he was Chair­
man of the Papua Dis.trict. 

Matthew Gilmour was a man of 
many gift's - a statesman in ad­
ministration, a seaman, a builder of 
launches, boots, churches and houses, 
and occounton,t of exceptional 
business capacity. Above oil , he was 
God's man with great love for and 
remarkable understanding of those 
people he hod been called to serve . 
His sinoleness of purpose won the 
confidence of the people and they 
responded in a wonderful way to the 
Gospel he proclaimed. 

On his return to New Sou.th Wales 
in 1934, he entered circuit work with 
great occept'once and was very soon 
President of the Conference there . 
After he retired, he continued to 
serve ,the Church in many ways, until. 
ofter the long and arduous years, 
his physical powers abated. His 
love and devotion never foiled. The 
t'rumpets will hove sounded for him 
on the other side . - A. H. S. 
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BUIN MISSIONARIES IN THE HIGHLANDS 
In 1951, if my memory serves me 

we ll , a meeting was ca lled a t Biluo , 
Ve lla Love lla, of Solomon Islands 
church leaders, to consider wa ys and 
means of organisi ng a successful 
Golden Jub ilee in 1952. To this 
meeting come representa tives from 
a 11 corners of the District, and two 
Europea ns as a dvisors, (The Chair­
man of the Dist rict, the Rev. J . R. 
Metcalfe, a nd from Bougo invil le, ,the 
Rev. A. H. Voyce) together with the 
Ge neral Sec reto ry, the Rev. A. H. 
Scrivin, who was a t tha t time visiting 
the District from New Zealand . 

Lengthy discussions of ways and 
means were ca rried out, and 
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method of celebration of the Jubilee 
in a worthy way, including the rais­
ing of a fund to bui ld the John 
Fra ncis Goldie Memoria l College. 

It was then that I pointed out that 
worthy as all ,the suggestions were, 
and very desirable, I couldn't but feel 
they were all concerned with II get­
ting II something for the Church in 
the Solomons. I believed the real 
spirit of Jubilee could best be cele­
brated by a II giving II to others in 
recognition of who.t God hod done fo r 
the Solomons. If such a challenge 
were accepted, I felt the church 
would II come olive II as it gave itself 
in serv ice. I suggested that in 1952, 
Jubilee Year, the Church shou ld pion 
to send two missionaries to the 
newly - opened New Guinea High­
lands Dis,trict, one from the British 
Solomon Isla nds, and one from 
Bougo inv ille and Buko; that all the 
cost of sending and maintain ing those 
missionaries, and of outfitting. them, 
be the responsibility of the is land's 
church . To ma ke the project pos­
sib,le, a New Guinea Highlands mis­

sionary collection should be ins.tituted 

in all Circuits a t the Christmas period 
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each year. This suggestion was adop­
ted, a nd commencing at the foll ow­
ing Christmas collecti?ns were token, 
a nd ba nked, with t he end in view 
of sending out missionaries. 

T hen we woi,ted for volunteers and 
wondered what the result might be ! 
But we need not hove worried, fo r 
God was at work, and two who had 
been a t t ha t Conference were moved 
to offer t he mselves. One wo e; from 
my own Ci rcui,t, John Pirah, a lad 
whose infa nt life ha d been saved by 
the wife of the teacher in h is villa ge . 
She had brought him out of the 
stream where h is mother hod g iven 
him birth and left him to d ie , and 
against strong opposition to ,this in­
terference with custom, had kept h im 
and brought him up . Loter J ohn 
Piroh hod been one of the first lads 
to go to College at Roviano . He had 
returned ,to Bougainville just before 
the Jap:inese entry into the war, and 
had been stationed in the Kie to area , 
where he served dur ing the war years. 

When the time came at the end 
of 1 9 52 for the two men ,to be sent 
to the New Guinea Highlands, book­
ings were made for them on a steam­
er from Buin to Rabaul ; on anothe r 
steamer from Raboul to Madong; and 
by plane with the Missionary Avia ­
tion Fellowship from Madang to the 
New Guinea Highlands; and a fare­
well service was planned for Bu in 
before they lef,t . However, wh ile the 
boat that was to bring the So lomon 
Islands catechist to Buin hod a mis­
hap and was running late, the 
steamer booked to ,take the passen­
gers from Buin was unloading and 
early due to leave. So on approach 
was made to the Captain of the 
stea mer, who despite some incon­

venience, agreed to wait for the 

arriva l of the sh ip . So immediately on 
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arriva l, we took he r alongside the' 
s,teamer, put the passengers abroad , 
and sent them off with God 's bless­
ing, and wi t hout the farewe ll service. 
John Pi roh stayed four years at Tori , 
until medical advice regarding hi s 
ch ild compell·ed h im to return before 
t he agreed period of five years ser­
vice was up . After being bock at 
Buin for some yea rs, h is child died, 
and now he and his wife hove re­
tu rned to .the New Guinea Highlands, 
together with their ot her ch ildren. 

Buin Circuit again some while ago, 
sent off other workers to the New 
Gu inea Hig h lands, all College trained 
men, who had also been tested and 
tried in ,their home Circu it. 

T hey were Nathan Sipisong and 
John Wesley Pinoko, of Siwoi , and 
Samson Taming of Kieta . 

Na than Sipisong was quite a small 
la d when he came to Kihili to schoo l. 
He was fi rst trained by Si ster Ado 
Lee in t he Kindergar,te n, and later in 
the school, and then se lected fo r 
training at the College at Roviana 
under the Rev . E. C. Leadley. From 

Nathan Sipisong , his wife and family 
at Nipa , 

8 

the very start he was a bright lad , 
full of conf idence . Whilst he was 
in training the war engulfed t he area 
where our college was located . A ll 
the other students we re sent bock to 
their homes, but the Bougainville lads 
could not be sent home, because the 
Japanese came t h rough and occupied 
Bouga invil le very early in the war. I 
once a sked Sipi song to write me 
something of h is experiences, o f,ter 
he had told us one day in church, 
quite dramatica lly, of hi s experiences. 

He wrote : 

" My name is Nathan Sipisong . ,I 
left my home at Buin on 2 6th 
December, 1939, when I was a 
small boy, and seven of us went to 
Roviona for college training . At 
the end of 194 1, we heard the 
Japanese hod dropped bombs on 
Robaul , and soon a f,ter they came 
to Rabaul and to Bougainville. Be­
fore the II Fauro Chief II left for 
Australia with miss ionaries and 
traders and government people, 
Mr. Leadley sent the college boys 
back to their own islands, and 
only we 14 Bougainville boys re­
mained on the station . Then Mr. 
Metcalfe and Mr. Silvester wi,th 
Sister Merle Farland came to us 
from Choiseul and Bilua , and we 
continued our school and college . 
About four months la ter the 
Japanese landed at Munda Boy at 
night about 7 p.m. We escaped to 
Wa nawona Island . From there we 
looked back to Munda a nd we sa w 
hundreds of American planes 
drop bombs on Kokengolo on 
Munda Boy. In August, 194 3, 
.the American Marines and Army 
landed on Munda Bay. I la boured 
for about t h ree weeks with the 
Americans, and then the Dist rict 
Officer got a telegram from Guad­
alcanal : 11 Are the 14 Bouga in­
ville boys there? If so, send them 

The Of1en Door 



in June, 1946, I recommended him 

to Guodolconol."On the 20th 

October, 1943, I lef,t Roviono to 

go to Guadalcanal, where I met 

Uscio Sotutu and Eroni Kotosomo, 

two Fiji missionaries from Bougoin­

ville. The Americans asked us if 

we wou ld go to Bougoinville by 

submarine to hel9 chose the 

Ja pa nese from our island." 

I remember how Sipisong said, he 

was frightened, and first said No. He 

would go by worship, or by plane, 

for he could see where he was going, 

and thought he would hove a chance 

of survival if they hod to fight ,their 

way to Bougoinville, but to go in a 

submarine - under the sea - no, 

he didn't like that at all. But, they 

told him, unless you go this way, 

there is no other way ye,t, and we 

need your help - and you ought to 

think how your own people need the 

help you con give us! So he agreed 

to go - though in much trepidation 

- but he said, "the submarine 

turned out to be a big ship." 

" We left Tulogi on 22nd October, 

and arrived o.t the mouth of the 

Loruma River, just north of Toro­

kino , on the 24th October and 

went ashore at 8 p.m. The fof­

lowing morning we followed a 

jungle trail, and then climbed a 

high mountain, and cleared the 

top of the mountain and set up our 

radios. Five days later, on 

November 1st, ,the American 

Marines and Army landed at 

Torokino ." 

When I returned to Bougoinvi lie 

ofter the war, Sipisong was working 

with on Australian doctor in the hos­

pital at Buin, and ofter his discharge 
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John W es le y Pinoko with Ruth and 

their child. 

for appointment as a pastor-teacher 

c.t the first post - war quarterly meet­

ing , and from that time on he hos 

served most acceptably. Now he is 

at Nip::i, and he soys : 

"This year 60 to 200 people come 

to Lotu at Puril , and I hove 25 

pupils in the school, and the Gov­

ernment school at Nipo hos 30 

pupils, but hundreds of children 

still remaining in their villages. I 

do ,the school work myse I( no 

other teacher to help. I hope 

someone will help me if possible." 

It is a joy to get regular letters 

from these old boys of mine, and 

to know how Pinoko, Ta ming and 

Sipisong ore ge,tting on with their 

real missionary labours, so different 

in many ways from the work they 

ore accustomed to on Bougoinville . 

- A H. Voyce 
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BIBLE STUDENTS WHO CANNOT READ 
As the nine men tidied up their 

rooms and folded their blankets, they 
asked me, "Can we go and talk to 
our people about the things we have 
learned?" The men had just com­
ple,ted their second week in the new 
Mendi Bible Training School for illi­
terate Christians. 

It all began soon after I came to 
Mendi in late 1960 and had to settle 
to the serious task of deciding how 
a dozen missionaries could possibly 
proclaim the Gospel to some 40,000 
people . As the months wen,t by it 
became clearer and clearer that the 
method of Jesus must also be our 
method here - to train a group of 
interested men from among the 
people - to concentrate on a few 
and go deep, ra,ther than spread wide 
and thinly. 

A year went by and at last there 
were a few Mend i converts who 
wanted to learn more . At the begin­
ning of 1962 the tim1::: seemed ripe 
to make a start. Five sto,tions were 
invited to send two men each and 
every Christian was asked to help 
in the erection of buildings in which 
the men could sleep, study and cook. 

The response was wonderful. 
Women and children pulled kunai 
grcss to thatch the roofs, men cut 
and carried timber, others wove 
bamboo blind for walls and floor, 
while two others did the construc­
tion work. In a record time of ,two 
months the buildings were complete. 
They were opened and dedicated 
while Rev . S. G. Andrews, General 
Secretory of the N.Z. Overseas Mis­
sions Deportment, and Rev. C. J. 
Keightley, Chairman of the District, 
were staying with us. 

Wednesday 30,th . May was the 
doy planned for the men to come 
in. Would they come ? Were they 
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prepored to leave their families be­
hind for one week in every two? First 
one man arrived. but his partner 
wou Id not come. Then one or two 
more, and at last al( but on·e had 
come. There was much hoir-cut,ting 
(assisted by school-boys), shaving, 
washing and donning of unaccustom­
ed clothes, until som~ were hardly 
recognisable . Each 9n was given 
a bed, the first real prie in his life, 
and blankets. 

The next question that presented 
itself was, would the men be able 
to ,take the course ? Was it too 
solid for men whose ages ranged 
from 24 to 50, and who had never 
been to school in their lives and who, 
consequently, would have to learn 
everything by heart? Would they lose 
their interest? As the days of the 
first week went by our fears were put 
fo rest. The men were keen and 
anxious to learn . Bible stories told 
with stick figures pidures, theology 
and selected Bible verses taught in 
the same way were eagerly repeated 
in unison and individually until they 
were retained. Then branching out 
into Chris.tion ethics, and social 
studies, agpin with stick figures. They 
were really int'rigued when it came 
to practice church services with 
criticism to follow. Now they know 
that this is a help to all of us to 
more effec,tively proclaim the Gospel 
and lead the people to God. 

Then came the full seal on their 
enthusiasm could they have 
spades to make themselves a garden? 
Now a garden is a long - term pro­
ject - the men intended to stick 
to the school. 

So the firs.t week concluded and 
the men went home for a week to 
cut firewood, attend to their houses 
and do the heavy work in the gar-
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The headquarters of Mendi Circuit, at Tend, New Guinea 

Highlands, with a corner of the New Bible School in the 

foreground . 

dens so that dur ing their next week's 

absence their wives and children 

would hove the necessi,ties for living . 

Seven of the n ine men ore married 

and hove familie s who remain home 

while the men ore away. 

And what did they do dur ing that 

week? With joy trey returned to te ll 

of having preached in Sunday Se r­

vices, helped thei r pastors in men 's 

and women 's Bible classes and of 

having gone out assist in p:i storo I 

work. The pas.tors sent in delighted 

reports of the enthusiom with which 

the people li stened to these men who 

know their language, their thought 

p:itterns and their customs. 

During the second week I wa s able 

.to duplicate the stick figure pictures 

as ' lecture notes' for the men, with 

a minimum of accompanying words 

for the use of a group of school -boys 

who are attending a smiliar evening 

class for local preachers-on-trial. 

Miss Margaret Higman is conducting 
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literacy classes for the men in the 

hope that they may be able to read 

,the notes as well , and also, eventu­

ally, the scriptures th ::: f ore being, 

translated into their own language. 

Some of them ore showing surpris­

ing aptitude . 

There have been testing times for 

these men and there will be m9re 

in the fu,ture . Traditional pig kills 

and sing-songs will exert a , tremen­

dous pull, especially when held in the 

men' s own family lines. Some of 

them ore showing the power of God 

to withstand and remain at the 

school. Others ore less strong, but 

for all of them the Church is becom­

ing more real and personal. For 

them i,t is now no longer the mis­

sionaries' church, for they have be­

come living, active, working members 

of a Church wh ich is daily growing
1 

a s the Church of Jesus Christ in 

Mendi. 

- J. D. REES 
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MY LIFE 
"God is first, His Church second and myse lf last." 

A Solomon Islands ordinond reviews 
his pilgrimage 

The Gospe I co me to Mo mo ro no 
village 1907. Aquila and his wife 
Liliata were our first teachers. They 
came from Fiji . 

I was born in a small village in the 
bush in 1910. My father and mother 
were still heathen ct ,this time. My 
mother was a good woman, and my 
father was also a good person, and 
t~ey worked together and helped 
each other in the core of their child­
ren. I was the second child in the 
family. 

My father was skilled in the mak­
ing of canoes, and in ornamental 
crofts and ,the making of weapons 
of war, spears, clubs, bows and 
arrows. I saw my father's work and 
greatly desired to become skilled in 
handcrafts too. 

In August, 1921, my father accep­
ted the Christian way, and we were 
baptised as a family by Mr. Metcalfe. 
My fathe r put away entirely all the 
,things that belonged to the heathen 
way of I ife . He threw away or des­
troyed everything belonging to 
heathen ways and worship, and 
ceased to follow the spirits whom he 
hod previously worshipped. Each 
Sunday we went down to Lotu at 
Mamarana, afterwords returning to 
our own little bush village . My 
older sis,ter, Groce, stayed sometimes 
at ' Mamarana, and began to go to 
school. After school she would 
bring her slate and come to teach 
me my A.B.C. and numbers up to 
ten . 

My father no longer prayed to 
the spirits. He prayed now to the 
true God, and believed firmly in ,the 
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true God, and I also began to believe, 
and began to try and pray myself. 

SCHOOL 
In 1924 Wil.lie Foinga came to 

Mamarono for one year. At this 
time Willie told me that I should 
come to Mamarana to school, and I 
did so in February, 192,p. Sam Rove 
and his wife were two, fine people 
who looked after and cared for us 
boys and girls. In 1927, Sam mode 
me a preacher, and at ,th is time I 
knew in my heart that God was coll­
ing me to the work of a teacher. In 
that year of 1927, Mr. Binet wanted 
a Mamorana boy to go to College. 
Sam chose me and I was very happy 
to be chosen. But our Chief, Eroni 
Veve, did not wont me ,to leave the 
village, and said that I was to stay 
there and help the elders in the work 
and leadership of the village; And 
he quickly arranged that Amelia and 
I should marry, so that I would not 
go away to school. 

Sam asked Amelia and me if we 
wanted ,to get married straight awa y, 
but we were both of the same mind 
- that we would marry when I had 
finished my schooling and tra ining. 
At that time we pledged our love for 
each other. 

In December, 1930, Mr. Goldie 
come to Sasamuqa and took eight of 
us schoolboys with him to College o,t 
Munda. From January, 1931, our 
Headmaster was Mr. Hayman, from 
1932-33, Mr. Dent, and from 1934-
35, Mr. Leadley. 

On March 13th, 1936, Amelia and 
I were married. I was very happy 
because I had this good woman as 
my wife. We arrived at Poqoe and 
I began my work. Amelio and I 
were very happy because of the way 
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in wh ich the people helped us. In 
February, 194 1, Amelio and I and 
lit tle Hetty come to Sasomuqo with 
Mr. Me tea lfe in the I lehe. I ,took the 
p lace of Na tha n Ke ro, who returned 
with h is family to Roviono . 

WITNESS DURING THE WAR 

In Ja nuary, 194 3, the Japanese 
we re in the Short lond Is lands, and 
we fled into the bush about 11 miles 
from the coast. In June, 194 3, the 
J opon·ese were o,t Vurula to and at 
Choiseul Boy, and we moved further 
inland into the bush, about five miles 
from the coast. During th is hard time 
all the tea chers remained faithful to 
their work, whatever difficulties they 
met. No.t one teacher was idle . In 
each area where we were living we 
built churches. We mode out our 
prea ching pion and preached each 
Sunday, and a Isa ha d school. 
Throughout th is difficult t ime we 
hod little s ickness of body or of 
spirit. Everyone worked together to 
help each other, and we helped the 

wh ite men who -hod been sent by 
,the Gove rnment (the Coast Watch­
ers), and they also helped us. Simeon 
Koboka and Timothy Ngengele were 
our two dressers in t he B6botona 
area, and the Government supplied 
us with some medicine. · 

Twice during thi s time Rev. Pqul 
Hoveo come from Mo rovo to vi sit our 
Circui,t o f Louru . He tra velled by 
canoe with e ight m~n, and ba ptised 
many children. Stephen Godepeto 
o'nd Som Rove blessed t he union of 
th.ose who wanted to get ma rried. In 
1946 Mr. Metcalfe returned, and we 
began to build up the work. 

TRIBULATION 

In Moy, 1953, Amelio beco me ill 
with T .B. In July our family returned 
.to Momorono, and I took up my 
work the re . At thi s t ime my heart 
was very heavy and troubled . One 
thought that stayed i nmy heart was 
that I wonted to g ive up teaching 
because Ame lio was il l. True I con-

Ministers at the ordination on Choiseul : the Revs. John Metcalfe, George 
Carter, Timothy Piani , Daniel Palavi , Cla rence Leadley, John Bitibule, Job 

Rotoava , lliesa Buadromo and · Aliste r McDonald . 
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,tinued to help the work, but there 
was no joy in my heart. 

In December, Amelia's illness be­
come much worse and on January 
4th, 1954, we reached Honiara 
where Amelio remained in hospital. 
Our six children were left at Mamo­
rono . During our stay in Honiara, I 
attended Lotu and sometimes preach­
ed at our Methodist services; some­
times I attended the S.S.E.M . service. 
The sermons which I heard helped 
me, and I fel,t happier. I was also 
able to help Mr. Don Richter to 
translate into Babotana some talks 
for Gospel Recordings. This helped 
to strengthen me. I recognised that 
Don Richter was a true Christion . He 
told me .that he had been spiritually 
re-born into the Kingdom of God 
during the war. I gave much thought 
to his words about spiritual re-birth. 

On February 5th, 1955, Amelia 
and I return·ed to Mamorona. In 
September, Amelio was very ill 
ago in, and Mr. Metco lfe sent the 
Mandalay to Mamarona to take 
Amelia and me to the Mission hos­
pital at Munda . In Oc,tober I re­
turned to Mamarana and the Manda ­
lay took our second daughter, Lis~, 
to Mundo . It was at this time that 
Lisa began her long stay in hospital 
at Munda, for ,treatment of T. B. 
spine. Our family was divided again, 
and I was very sad. 

MY RE-CONVERSION 

This took place in the first week 
of July, 1956. In my sorrow, these 
questions kept coming into my heart : 
W hen would Amelio be well again? 
When would our family be re-united? 
When would I stop going backwards 
and forwards to hospital? I was weary 
of it ·. all. Sometimes I would pray 
like this : " Lord, show me the ligh.t 
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of Thy face, have mercy upon me 
and toke away my heavy burdens," 
I said and as I prayed I read Mat­
thew ' 11 :28-30. Now something 
new come into my heart, joy and 
happiness, lightness and peace. It 
was as if I h::id wakened to a new 
day. These ore the things which 
came to me : 

1. S:JW my own sin, and my 
need of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

2 . I saw .that God is Holy, and 
that He hates sin . 

3 . I saw that God's love is so 
geat that man cannot 
measure it. 

4 . Now love filled my heart, 
love for the Church and the 
people of the Lotu and I 
longed to serve God truly 

wi,th my whole life . 

was able to forget or put behind 
me thoughts which had been fixed on 
my own villages, my relatives, land, 
wealth; and many other things which 
bound me previously have gone -
they no longer have any hold on me . 
Matthew 11 :28-30. I had rest and 
joy from 1956 to 1961 . 

At Synod in 1961 the call came 
to me .to enter the Ministry. I agreed, 
because my life had already been 
changed, and I could not refuse. I 
do not think of my own weakness, I 
think of a life of obedience and ser­
vice to Jesus Christ in whatever I 
am able to do. 

know that one 
do, "Watch and 
scripture portion 
6 : 13-18. 

thing I mus.t 
Pray." My 

is Ephesians 

Job Rotoava . 

Th e Open Doo r 



HERE IS YOUR MINISTER 
THE ORDINATION OF THE 

REV. SAMSON PATAAKU 

The Ordination Service for the 
Rev. Samson Potooku on the 30th 
Moy, was on act of worship and wit­
ness for all of us who took port at 
Tonu. Samson is the firs,t man from 
the Bougoinville end of our District 
to be ordained as a minister of the 
Word and Sacraments. Now in his 
40's, he hos worked his way up 
through the ranks of pastor 
teachers and it was in this 
sphere that he hos already proved 
his worth. For the lost three years, 
he and his wife, Hannah Hoihoi, 
hove been responsible for the Nogo­
visi end of the Buin Circuit. In this 
area on the western slopes of ,the 
Crown Prince Range ore some of 
the more backward of our Methodist 
folk. In pre-war days, the Rev. A. 
H. Voyce crossed and recrossed this 
backbone of Bougoinville and claim­
ed these remote villagers for the 
Methodist Lotu . Now it is Samson ' s 
task to help ,these people grow in 
the faith . As a sign of that develop­
ment was the presentation to Samson 
of a communion troy and glosses by 

the Chairman following the ordina­
tion. It was also meant ,to be o 
sign to the people that one of their 
own people hod been given full re­
sponsibility as o minister of the 
Gospel. The Motomoto evening 
group of the M .W.M.U. provided 
money for the troy a nd glosses, and 
bdies from Woitoro mode .the com­
i;t,~nion cloth . This visible expres­
sion of authority to administer the 
S::icroments is importa nt here on 
Bougoinville where the priest claims 
such rights and at the some time 
would at.tempt to deny them to 
others. 

The Mission work in the Solomon 
Islands District hos been much 
stronger because missionaries hove 
come here from many different 
Pacific countries. The Gospel hos 
been carried from island to island 
and each time it hos moved forward 
some of the " new " Christians hove 
gone forward as portn·ers with those 
of the older coun,tries. At the 
moment of the laying on of hands, 
this was shown a s ministers from New 
Zealand, Tonga and the Solomons 

(continued on page 19) 

Preparing to lay on hands, Tonu. 
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ECHOES OF JUBILEE 
Our last iss ue ca rried reports of events in Marovo and Roviana Circuits 

where the• princ ipal ce le brat ion s had ta ken place. This quarter we se lect 

highlights from later stages of the President's tour of the Solomon Islands. 

Vella Love lla 
Friday began with a visit by the 

President and Mrs. Leadley to 
Ozcma. Here in the reduced num­

bers was evidence of ,the new hope 

that modern medicines have brought 
to the leper. 

In the afternoon there was a fine 

display of sewing and craft work 
done by the local Methodist 

Women's Fellowship groups. Then 

dancing entertained the visitors. The 

most no.table feature of the after­
noon and the fine feast which fol ­
low,ed in the evening was the high 
proportion of children . Of the 1,024 

who were counted sitting at the 
feast, over 500 were apparently un­

der 1 5 and probably less than -1 0 

per cent were over 30. It was a 
drama.tic presentation of the major 

evangelical opportunity of our time 

- -the young people of the world . 

In that afternoon's dances there was 
much of the outside world - new 

influ ences that, bapti sed il".to Christ, 

could be beneficial and helpful. 
These young people, full of 

promise and hope, full of life and 
ability, ore waiting, very largely, to 

be claimed. They will give their 

allegiance to Christ, if .they meet 

him, but if the Church is silent they 
may never hear His coll. 

Choise ul 

When the Jubilee party stepped 
ashore, they were met under the buni 

tree by a great assembly of people 

and a service of praise was held . 

Later the same morning .that histori­

cal moment when S. Rabone Rooney 

made the first contacts with the 

Choiseul people was re-enacted for 
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us. While we laughed at the olden 

ways and the fear that gripped the 

folk in ,those days, under our la ug hter 

was a deep feeling of gra titude to 

God that light had come into so 
great a darkness. As the programme 

developed, we saw old time dancing 
taking its turn with t he ac,tivities of 

modern times - Girls' Life Brigade, 
Boys' Brigade, and the new Metho­

dist Women's Fellowship groups. 

The ordination of the Rev. Job 

Rotoava was the highlight of the Sun­

day. For all of us it was particularly 
fitting tho,t the President of Confer­
ence should have been one of Job's 
old teachers, and that the Rev . and 

Mrs . J . R. Metcalfe should be pre ­
sent. As Job gave his testimony, 
the people were caught up in the 

deep spirituali,ty of the moment. As 
he was ordained by the laying on of 

hands, all were sure of God's bless­

ing . To those of us who knew him, 
and to the Choiseul people generally, 

there was a consciousness of the pre­
sence of the late Stephen Gadapeta, 

that man of God who led the people 

for half a century. In many ways, 
Job is his spiri,tual successor. We re­

joice that Choiseul wil l not be with­

out the kind of leadership that has 

blessed the Church in all genera ­
tions - consecrated men, humble 

and faithful to their h igh colling in 
Christ Jesus. 

Siwai - Buin Circuit 

The J ubilee party, now somewhat 
diminished, reached Buin after a 
good crossing from Choiseul . The 
District Girls' School lined the beach 

at Kihili and greeted us in sema-
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phore before we reached t he beach . 
On T uesdoy, the party set off by 

lo ndrover a nd tractor and trailer for 
Siwoi . Dry fine weo,ther meant on 
ea sy passage along the 36 miles and 
ac ross t he rivers to our inland 
station. 

In on area noted fo r its 240 inches 
of ra in a year, it was good to hove 

o fine, ra in less day for the ordina ­
tion of the Rev. Samson Potoaku. 

S::i mson is t he firs,t Bougainville man 
to enter t he ministry . About 1,500 

of h is pzople from Siwa i and from 

Nogovisi, where he works, hod 

gathered. The service, dignified and 
inspiring, as always, linked the past 

and present together a nd led us on 
fo the future. In the congregation 

were David Pousu and Chillion Kiau, 
pioneer missionaries ,to the area, and 

now frail old men. The service hod 

been translated by Stephen I roro, the 
son of Timothy Kutomoi, another 

early missionary who hod been the 
ordinond's early teacher. Greetings 

were received from Mr. and Mrs. 
Voyce who, for 33 years, led the 
work in this area . The singing of 
the strong station choir reminded us 
tho.t this is a day of youth - and of 
the challenge of the ,time . The 

numbers at the feast were in them­
selves a tribute to the occasion for 

usually after a big service like that 
the people here set off quickly on 
,their homeward way. It is still un­

usual for the Siwai peo9le to sit down 

and feast together. But today they 

did, and it seemed to some of us 

that there was a deeper feeling for 

the Church as the body of believers 

than ,there hod been in times past. 

- G. G. Carter 

Teop 

Our visitors arrived on Monday, 

4th June, in time for lunch . The 

weather was calm enough for them 

The O/Jen Door 

to come in a Hovunu, a landing 

place t hat is for nearer to the sta tion 

than .the anchorage at Vopahano . 
We hod expected more guests tha n 
we eventually had, but we did e'njoy 

the visi t of t he t h ree we did have . 
The school boys and girls lined ·up 

on the beach and sang as t he canoe 
ca me in across the reef. W hen they 

came ashore, t he visitors shook 
ha nds wi,t h all the schoolboys and 
gi rls, the students, the teac hers and 

the wives a nd ch ild ren who were 
there In the even ing we had the 

welcome Latu, conducted by the Rev . 
J . Francis Bongbong, the probationer 
in this circuit. 

On Tuesday we held our · annua
1
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Thanksgiving service. The . giving 

port of it was very disappointing -

only about £700 when it should have 

been at least a thousand . The Pre­

sident conducted the service, with 
the Chairman also taking p::ir,t, and 

with Catechist, Simon Rigamu, assist­
ing and translating . 

It was 2 p .m . before we were 

called to the feast. It was a very 

happy feast, with a few, but not ,too 

many, speeches. The President con­

ucted the evening Lotu end conclu­

ded by showing slides of the W.C.C. 

meeting at Delhi, 1961 . 

On Wednesday morning we held 

school for two and a ha If hours, and 

the President and Chairman visited 

each classroo~ . Mrs. Leadley stayed 

on the hill and helped Sis,ter Lesley 

with the examination of babies. At 

about l l a .m. there was a G.L.B . 

p::irade . Badges were presented by 

the President and the girls put on a 

display of marching, d:rncing and 

stick-games. The President spoke 

to them on their mo.tto, "To Save 
Life , II 

- Norma Groves 
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CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN INDONESIA 
It was 5.30 o .m. in a small town 

in one of Indonesia's outer islands. 
The young woman minister of one of 
the town's Christion congregations 
had got up early on that December 
morning, to prepare for the funeral 
of one of her congregation later ,that 
day. 

Suddenly there was a loud knock­
ing on her door. The minister-we 
shall coll her Sutioh-left her work 
and walked to the door, wondering 
who could be colling on her so early. 
She was not prepared for what she 
sow: a group of armed soldiers waiting 
menacingly on the path outside. 

"Come with us. You ore under 
arrest," the officer in charge said 
harshly . 

"What hove I done?" Su.tiah asked . 
"Never mind! My orders were to 

arrest you." 

"I om to toke a funeral this 
morning . Con you wait until that is 
over before you arrest me?" 

"No," come the reply. "You must 
come with us now." 

So the soldiers accompanied her 
to the town's prison, where she was 
soon joined by more ,than 30 of the 
local leaders of church, school and 
community youth activities, all of 
them wondering why they hod been 
arrested. No form:il charge was laid 
against Sutiah. She spent Christmas 
in prison and then, ofter a month of 
suspense and anxiety, she was 
released just as suddenly as she hod 
ben seized. Only then was she able 
to guess oj the reason for her arrest. 

The town where Sutioh worked 
was in on area where rebels against 
the central Indonesian government 
had been strong, but the army, with 
the help of many of the young men 
of the town, had largely succeeded 

some of them still only teenagers, 
then asked the local army com­
manders for some recognition of their 
port in the anti-rebel campoign. But 
they were ignored, and so they in 
turn become resentful. 

An incident in the town turned 
their resentmen,t into dangerous 
hostility. A member of this group of 
men had sat down for a moment 
under a flagpole outside army head­
quarters. Immediately a soldier 
ordered him to move . Perhaps he 
paused a little before getting up, 
perhaps some of his resentment 
showed in his face, perhaps he mut­
.tered a protest; nobody con now be 
sure, but only a moment ofter giving 
the order, the soldier raised his rifle 
and shot the young man dead. 

Hearing of this, the friends of the 
dead man become enraged and 
the gathered at some distance from 
the town, resolved to arm themselves 
as bes,t they could and attack the 
local army garrison. 

This is on area where a compara­
tively high proportion of the popula­
tion is Christia n, a nd so it is not 
surprising that a good number of 
these young men were Christion. It 
is not surprising, either, that word of 
the ugly situo.tion that was develop­
ing reached Sutiah and another 
minister living in the town. They 
consulted together, and decided that 
they must do what they could to 
prevent bloodshed. 

They wen,t quickly to the place 
where the youths hod met, and per­
su::ided their leaders to allow them to 
hold a short service before attacking 
the army. In the course of this, they 
managed so to quieten the anger of 
the young men ,that at the close they 
decided to coll off the attack and 

in restoring security. The young men, disperse quietly. 
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Of course the army heard of this, 
and noted it. 

Some time later, the young men of 
a town several miles away did clash 
with the army. The youth of Sutiah's 
.town hod nothing to do with this 
incident, but the army's reprisals were 
general enough to include the young 
leaders in her town-including Sutiah 
herself and the other minister, whose 
connection with the earlier discontent 
was known. 

A month or so later, just before 
,the garrison at Sutiah's town was 
replaced, soldiers took 15 of the 
prisoners, apparently chosen at 
random, tortured them, and shot 
them, presumably in revenge for 
fellow-soldiers killed in the later 
c.lash. Nobody outside the gaol knew 
who the 15 were, and Sutiah's father 
in another town heard a rumour ,that 
she was among the victims. How­
ever, the release of the remaining 
prisoners soon laid these rumours. 

These are trials such as the secure 
church in New Zealand does not often 
stop to contemplate. Rebels hove 
acted savagely, often irrationally, 
where they have been strong, and 

in Christian or portly Christian areas 
the church has hod to brace itself 
for troubles such as Sutiah's-on.:l 
worse. Political, reliigous, and racial 
or tribal motives hove ployed their 
port, and I know of one Javanese 
Christian who was murdered in 
Sulawesi (formerly the Celebes) by a 
group of men which included his own 
secondary school pupils. Of course, 
non-Christians have also suffered; it 
is only in some areas that ,the spirit 
of Moslem fanaticism has been 
dominant . The army too hos not 
been blameless, as this incident 
shows. We must hope that President 
Sukarno's recent offer of an amnesty 
to all rebels who declare their 
loyalty to his Government will suc­
ceed, and ,that the islands will soon 
become safe once more. 

PRAY for the church in Indonesia, 
especially in those islands where it 
has suffe red and where security has 
not yet been completely restored; for 
its leaders, both ministers and lay­
men; and for the congregations, that 
their witness in difficult ,times may 
strengthen their faith and point others 
to Chri st . 

HERE IS YOUR MINISTER (continued from page 15) 

laid their hands on Samson 's head . back to hear. Sometimes those at 
There were white, brown and black one ·end would find themselves sing-
hands together, symboli s ing the one- ing at a different' speed from the 
ness of all men when the Good News othe rs. So the pulpi,t was moved 
of Christ comes into their lives . This up the side of the church to a cen-
of course was the climax of the day 
day. Because i,t was a great day for 
the Methodist people in South Bou­
gainville, the people had gone to a 
lot of hard work to make this day a 
day to be remembered . They had 
extended one side of the church so 
that instead of 900 people being 
allowed in, some 1,200 could sit with 
more looking in over ,the low wo lls. 
Previously, the pulpit at one end was 
too far away for the people at the 

Th e Open Door 

trol posi tion and the forms were 
altered so that the people sat in a 
semi-circle. Many of the :Nogavisi 
people walked in, taking up to two 
days on ,the road, because it was their 
minister who was being ordained. 
After the service, in the shade of 
young coconut trees on the wass a 
feast was spread with food of all 
varie,ties from opossum and flying ­
fox to pork and beef and most re­
freshing water melon . 
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ABOUT 
MARK NAARU: 

11 After this funeral, th~re will be 
non·; of the usual TABU things," 
an~ounced the chief of Tonu village, 
as the · people mourned in a Chris­
tian way the passing of Mork Naaru . 
Heathen ceremonial would have been 
out of place for such as he had been 
0 pioneer and leader of the Chris­
tian Church. 

His name means II the lazy one," 
but his nature was the antithesis of 
hi~ name . "When we reached Buka 
mission station in 1926," writes the 
Rev. A. H. Voyce, " we found Naaru 
there. He had been sent by David 
Pausu, his teacher, to await the arri­
val of the minister appointed to 
Siwo,i and to become his cook and 
helper. At Buko, he learned pidgin 
English, an accomplishment possess­
ed by few Siwoi people c,t that time . 
Through pidjin he was instrumental 
in helping me to leorri the Siwai 
language. What a shy lad he was, 
y~t how happy in all things; what a 
11 tiger for work" and how eager to 
learn. Best and brightest of our 
early students he was almo~.t inva ri­
ably my right hand man in all my 
travels to open up new territory. He 
was one of the first baptised converts 
to the Faith. When in 1929, there 
were eager · requests for more teach­
ers, and I asked whe,ther any Siwai 
lads would go out as temporary 

teachers, Mork Naaru immediately 
responded. He went to Mokorino 
an~d did fine pioneering work. It was 

in an adjoining village that he died 
recently, having gone there, after 

long illness, as a volunteer teacher. 

I was glad to hear ,that David Pausu, 

his own former teacher, now a white­

haired old men, had been with 

Noaru not long before his passing . 
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PEOPLE 
"During the I war years, Naaru 

and his people, unwilling to be col ­
laborators of the Japanese invaders, 
we··re forced to live in the Bougain­
vi lie jungles, away from proper 
houses and gardens. There they 
suffered greatly from malnutrition . 
Hunger undermined Naaru's health . 
Whi 1st he re.turned to mission ser­
vice after the war and was often re­
presentative to synod, he also spent 
long periods in hospital. However, 
after his lost long illness, he offered 
to go to a mountain village as tem­
porary teacher there . There i,t was 
that the great-heart died. The ' lazy 
one ' had become the zealous, in­
trepid and courageous one. Naaru 
has a son, who shows promise of 
following in his train ." 

Writing to Mr. Voyce, Sister Ado 
Lee soys of Noaru, "He will be 
greatly missed. His voice was ever 
raised in protests against wrongs -
even when he was sick. We can 
only hope ,that another will take up 
his cause and work as ardently ." 

DISAPPOINTMENT 
APPOINTMENT AND 

We are glad to announce the ap­
pointment of a new nursing sister, 
Miss Janice Palmer, of Levin Cir­
cuit. After nursing training at Wel­
lington and Sydney, Miss Palmer re­
cently completed ,the course at the 
Bible Training Institute. For seven 
years she hos been a member of our 
Missionary Volunteers' Fellowship, 
Because of the urgent need on the 
field, she will proceed in November 
straight to the Solomon Islands. It 
is hoped that later she may .take the 
course at All Saints College, Sydney. 

At the same meeting, the Boord 
received with keen regret the resig­
nation of Sister Audrey Grice, who 
has given two terms of teaching ser-
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Sister Janice Palmer 

vice overseas . Home cla ims are ,the 
determining factor this time . The 
Church in the Solomons will remain 
grateful for six years of painstaking 
se rv ice, marked by a loving concern 

JUBILEE VISITOR : 

The Reverend M ikae l To Bilak is 

th e Vice Cha irmc.,n of the New 

Gu inea Method is t Distr ict. He was 

· born in July, 1910 in the Raluana 

area of the New Britain . He g rew 

up in .the Methodist Church and be­

came a pastor teacher then a cate­

chist. During this time he was for a 

number of years tutor to various in­

stitutions on the Circuit and District . 

He was a condidc,te for the mini stry 

in 1950 end was ordained in 1956. 

He is at present in the ministry at 
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Malokuno , on the outskirts of 
Rabaul. 

As Vice-Chairmen he vis its other 
churches and circuits and helps to 
guide and direct the work of the 
Church . He is the first Melanesian 
.to hold such a post and he hos al­
reedy mode a considerable contribu­
tion to his District. In October, 1961 , 
he accompanied the Chairman to the 
Administration - Missions Confer­
~nce in Port Moresby and while there 
mode contact wi,th many of the 
people from his own District in the 
area. He has charge of the Metho­
d ist radi o broadcasts over Radio 
Raboul. Every third week the 
Methodists conduct .the evening 
bible readings and the Sunday night 
serv ice . Mikael organises this and 
takes many of the sessions himself. 

He represented his District in 
company with the acting Chairman, 
the Rev. Jack Sharp, at the Solomon 
Islands, Jubilee celebrations, and 
making valuable contacts with our 
Solomon Island ministers. 

MOVEMENTS: 

In July, Sisters June Hilder (retir­
ing ) and Ada 1.-e~ (on furlough) , 
W ith them travelled Tony Kiringpu, 
who hes come ,to Wesley College 
from Buin . In his infancy, Tonu 
was rea red by Mrs. Voyce, and will 
ma ke hi s home wi th the Voyces at 
Auckland. 

This month should see the arriva l 
of the Rev. G. G. Carter with Mrs . 
Corter and their children; also of 
Sister Lucy Money. During Mr. Car­
ter ' s furlough the Rev. D. I. A. 
McDonald will be acting Chairman 
of the Solomon Islands District. 
Sis,ter Edith Jomes returns this month 
to he r work ct Tari . 
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OUR M.W.M.U. PAGES 
OUR PRESIDENT W RITES OF THE HIGHLANDS 

Greetings All, 

It's good to be home again ofter 

seven weeks of ,tripping round the 
So lomon Islands and New Guinea 
Hig h lands with a week's holiday in 
Sydney on the way bock before being 
plunged into a Ch ristchurch winter. 

Let me try to capture something 

of the joys and heart-break ex­
perienced in a visit 'of this kind in 

this short . news let,ter . 

Just a glimpse into the heights and 
depths of the feelings when one is 
torn between the enchantment of 
sun and sea, wonderment of core I in­
toxicotion of exo,tic flowers and coco­
nut palms and plunged suddenly in ­
to on owo reness of the trog ic dork­
ness of mind and soul of the people 
who live in these lands. They know 
so little of their Maker the Giver of 
life and oil things beautiful. 

Oh! for a thousand, thousand 
tongues to tell these Huli people the 
story of the Christ. Here in these 
lovely voll'eys 5,400 q . ft . above sea 
level in a delightful climate live 
t housands of thE!se primitive people . 

T heir land is being penetrated by 
the Australian Government. Men ore 
bei ng sent in ,to supervise building 
roads a nd airfields . 

Unfortunately these first contacts 
with wh ite men from the unknown 
outside world ore not always happy. 
But it is no.t possible for the mission­
a ry to en,ter o n area fi rst. However, 
when t hey do go in as Mr. and Mrs . 
Kn ig h tley hove done along with 
Aust ra lia n ministers and teachers, 
with no weapons, but a Book of won­
derfu I stories and show t hem kind­
ness and love they meet with a won ­
derful response . Curious at first 
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they come and lis,ten, then interest 
grows until we sow during our visit 
many groups coming regularly, eager 

to learn all they con. 

We looked in on a class of senior 
boys and married men sitting in a 
semi-circle on the floor with slates 
and chalk. With core and concen­
tration they were copying simple 
English words that hod a lit,tle draw­
ing beside them indicating the mean­
ing. It is wonderful how much in­
formation the teacher gets across by 
using stick men in the telling of the 
story. These men ore quick to 
unders,tond . With this group there 
may be no discipline problems but 
what a tremendous amount of time 
must be given in preparation for 
every lesson . shored with the 
teaching Sister, M:Jrgoret Higman, 
of New South Wales, her bed-sitting­
room the three days I was c,t Mendi . 
She worked well on into the night 
with prep::irotion for the next day 's 
lessons . How good it would be if 
only we could send out more helpers . 
Margaret is now just in her first 
year and she loves the work. Living 
c_onditions ore good, her lit.tie house 
built of pit pit, a type of wild sugar 
cone, is very cosy. She hos mode 
it very attractive inside with drapes, 
simple furniture , some choice pieces 
of china and one or two pictures . A 
she.If of good books and some lovely 
personal things received on her 
twenty-firs,t birthday really ma ke it 
homelike .. 

No parent need have any fears 
about encouraging son or da ughte r 
to give service in the New Guinea 
Highlands, as far as t heir hea lt h is 
concerned. The climate is such that 
a wonderful vorj ety of fruit and 
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vegetables may be grown . There is 
not the excessive heo,t that is experi ­

enced ne:ir the coast . Rother much 
rain , some might say, but with pro­

per c loth ing one con keep dry. 

Sister Lesley Bowen, now serving 
under the Order of St. Stephen. 

The n ig ht M r. an d Mrs. Leadley 
and myse lf we re invi ted to dinner 

with th e Sisters at Tor i and hod to 
walk jus,t a few hundred yards, all , 
we lacked wos a good pair of gum 
boots. Qn arrival we hod to csk for 
a bowl of water to wash the lovely 
sticky, yellow-brown mud from feet 
that had gone down over the shoe 
tops on the newly- levelled area we 

hod to cross. 
The dinner was good, the company 

delightful and we did not mind hav­
ing to pu.t cold, wet shoes on bare-

COLD FO R CHRIST'S SAKE : 

At this time we ore very happy 

to have met again Mr. and Mrs. 

Leadley, whose help I remember at 

Kokenggolo. They have been to 

Mendi visiting us. The Highlands 

is a very hard place for some things, 

for food and wood, but I remember 
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feet for the return paddle. But you 

see what I mean . It is. good to go 

prepared. 

The following day we visited the 
leper pat'ients, some in their little 

houses not able to' move very fo r, 
o.thers working happily at jobs they 

con manage in spite of disability. 

Although some what prepared, it was 
a heartbreak to see how they must 
suffer from the many forms this 

dread disease tokes and from the 
long separation from their homes and 
their usual way of lif.e. We saw the 
room where ,they meet for those 
happy games evenings that Sister 
Edith Jomes talks about and we 
were sorry she was not there for our 
visit. We con understand the joy 
when patients have responded to 

treatment and con be discharged i.t 
makes it all so worthwhile . 

To visit our Mission in the 
Solomon Islands and see on estab­
lished living church and to go to the 

New Guinea Highlands and see the 
beginnings and the wonderful oppor­
tunities for Christion workers hos in ­
deed been a great privilege . I pray 
,that I may be used to repay the debt 
of gratitude I feel in making a worthy 
contribution towards the continuing 
int'erest and support of this port of 
our work. 

With kind regards, 

Yours s incerely, 

Amy E. Richards. 

th:::it long ago Jesus was often hungry 

and that he didn',t hove a house nor 
a garden . So I om happy to work 

in thi s garden of the Lord, but I can­

not work in my own str~ngth, but in 

the strength God gave me . Please 

remember me in your prayers. 
Solomon Donuhoring, Buin 

missionary at Mendi. 
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MISSIONARIES' ADDRESSES 
WORKER,S FROM NEW ZEALAND, TONGA AND FIJI 

SOLOMON ISLA NDS DISTRICT 
ROVIANA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmai l-Methodist Mission, P.O. Mundo, BRITISH­

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Rev. and Mrs. G. G. Corter* 
Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Cropp 
Rev. and Mrs. llieso Buodromo 
Dr. G. E. Hoult 
Mr. and Mrs. J . S. Gotmon 

Sister Myra Fraser 
Sister Gladys Larkin 
Miss Bernice Birch 
Mr. W. L. Jenkin 
Mr. and Mrs. 8 . D. Smith. 

Also Rev . and Mrs. A. C . Watson. Box 36, Honiara , British Solomon Islands. 
Rev. & Mrs . Sokeo Roturobo . 

MAROVO CIRCUIT : Address as for Roviono Circuit . 
Rev . and Mrs. Aisoke Vulo . 

VELLA LAVELLA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail : Methodist Mission , P.O. GIZO, 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev. and Mrs. Doniel Polovi Sister Audrey Highnom 
Sister Vivienne Parton 

CHOISEUL CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Mission, P.O. GIZO, BRITISH 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev. and Mrs. D. I. A. McDonald 
Sist e r Lucy Money* 

Sister Beryl Gr ice 

BUIN CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmai l-Methodist Mission , Kihili, Buin, South Bougoin-
ville, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs. P. F. Taylor 
Sister Ado Lee, Kihili* 
Sister Patricia Jacobson, Kihili . 

Sister Pamela Beaumont, Tonu. 
Sister Mory Addison, Tonu 
Mr. and Mrs. Ovini Boleidoveta, 

Kihili. 
Sister Thelma Duthie, Tonu. 

KIETA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Mission , Roreinono , P.O. KIETA, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs . John Toufo. 

TEOP CIRCUIT Surface and a irma il Methodist Mission, Kekesu , Teop, lnus , 
F.ree Bog, RABAUL, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 

Sister Kathleen Show Sister Norma Graves 
Sister Lesley Bowen 

BUKA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Mission, Skotolan, Buko. Bougoinville , 
P .O. SOHANO, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs . G. A. R. Cornwell Sister Patricio Hulks 
Sister Janice Palmer 

TRANSLATION WORK-Rev. and Mrs . A. H. Holl, Methodist Parsonage, BOMBAY, N.Z. 

IN TRAINING : Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Fleury, Box 90, Rabaul , Territory of NEW GUINEA. 

PAPUA- NEW GUINEA HIGHLANDS DISTR!CT 
(For reasons of space, New Zealand workers only ore listed below) 

NIPA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Church, Nipo Free Bog 
MT. HAGEN, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs . C. J . Keightley 

TARI CIRCUT : Surface and Airmai l-Methodist Church, Tari Free Bag, MT. HAGEN, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA . 

Sister Ed ith J o mes 
Mr. G. T . Dey 

Miss Joyce K. Rosser* 

• on furlou g h in New Zealand. 
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General Secretary : Rev. S. G. Andrews 
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Manager of Publications : Sister Lina Jones. 
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