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A NUMBER ON THE MOTIVES OF MISSION 

PIOUS MIRTH 
" Tu lake life with real serio111l ess is to lake it joy full y, for seriousness 

is sad only w hen it is superficial." 
("Oxford Book of Carols '"- Preface.) 

A Ceylon friend spent one Christ

mas in on American home. He was 
impressed by the readiness shown to 

invite overseas students to shore in 
family festivities . When home cgoin 
he was asked about the religious sig
nificance of Christmas in America . 

He commented, " There was not 
much of it .. . It emphosisad family 

reunion , feasting , holidaying, it was 
on event highlighted by fun and 
gaiety but devoid of much inward 
joy." A stay in one of our homes 
might hove provoked the some com
ment. 

Our churches overseas have much 
to give to us; we can begin now to 
be receiving churches. In China and 
Ceylon there were great differences 
in the way Christmas Day was ob

served, but in both countries Christ
mas and Easter sow the largest 
congregations of the year in our 
churches. In Ch ino, the shops. re

ma ined open , the busi ness of the 
town went on much a s usuo I, but 
Christians took a day off and spent 
the day in church . In the morn ing, 
there was a long service - really 
three serv ices in one. First, there 

was a se rvice with carols, lessons and 
sermons. Then there was a serv ice 
for infant and adult baptisms : the 
children born during the lost few 
months were all baptised at this ser
vice, and adult converts - there 
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al ways were some - were ba ptised 
cs well . Finally, there came a cele
bration of Holy Communion . Ear ly 

in the afternoon there was a com

muno I fea st - a Christmas d inner 
shared by the congrega tion together; 
· i'.1 the evening there was either a 
Christmas party or a concert for all . 
In ei t her case a nativity ploy wa s 
port of the programme. 

In the Solomon Islands, a tradition 

has long been established of large 
gatherings in and around the Church 

to mark Christmas and Easter, and 
the Christion people come from far 

and near. While it is easy for this 
to degenerate into mere joy in 
assembly it affords a real oppor
tunity for Christion teaching and 
fellowship. 

Whether we ore merry at home 
or in church, or both, we are merry 

because He who come is He who 
overcame; we live in joyful hope 
because " hope is the only state of 
mind for a race for whom God hos 
condescended to stoop and die and 
rise again " (Charles Kingsley) . A 

serious view of the world sets the 

great act of redemotion in the centre 
of history and of life . We need no 
excuse to be merry. If ours is the 
mirth of real piety, it is to be ours 

at all times and in all places .. . 

Adapted from KINGDOM OVERSEAS. 
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MISSION IN 

UNIVERSAL RELIGION 

The roods between East and West 
were well trodden in successive 
migra tions of peoples when the pur
poses of God narrowed down to a 
single man, Abroh -:: m : "Get thee 
out of thy country unto o land that 
I will show thee : and I will make 
of thee a great notion : and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed." Thus the patriarch went 
out in obedience into the unknown 
and , in the train of that act of faith , 
have followed enrichment and bless
ing for the whale world . Going bock 
further still to contempla te the . 
origin of oil things_. spd~en into being 
by the creative word of God. 
the Hebrews glimpsed again some
thing of the implications for univ·er: 
s::i l religion of the daring idea that 
oil life is derived from God and stands 
within His eternal purpose . Pre 
occupation with the difficulties and 
perils of their early years did not 
allow for much interest in the divine 
intention for those outside lsmel but, 
a s the Hebrews come into close and 
sometimes violent contact with 
other peoples, the question become 
urgent . It was Amos the prophet 
from the wilderness of Tekoa who 
first testified to the existence of a 
unive rsal moral low to which all 
nations wers subject and in trans
gression of which they were account
able to Israel's God . Moreover, the 
idea of a divine election involved 
more than the choice of the Hebrew 
people . Hod not God brouqht the 
Philistines from Cophtor (Crete?) 
and the Syrians from Kir even cs He 

hod brought Israel from Egypt ? Pro
phetic religion thus come to look for 
the day when the worship of the God 
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of Israel should be universal and the 
earth should " be fi lled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord , 
a s the waters cover the sea ." In one 
of the most remarkable passages of 
the Old T~stoment, Isaiah depicts the 
superseding of old enmities in the 
offering of a common service to God : 
In that day shall Israel be the third 
with Egypt and with Assyria, even a 
blessing in the midst of the land : 
whom the Lord of hosts sha ll bless, 
saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, 
and Assyria the work of my ha nds, 
end Israel mine inheritance." 

THE LIGHT TO THE GENTILES 
Tbe sufferings of persecution and 

of war, however, turned the Hebrews 
tow::ird introspection and isola tion . 
Far from seeking the welfare of the 
Gentiles, they looked for their over
throw and destruction . Alone 
amongst his countrymen, Jeremia h 
pleaded for a more liberal attitude . 
W hen asked by the exiles in Baby
lon whether they should fight their 
way back to Jerusalem and its wor
ship his reply was rather that they 
should stay whe re they were, seek 
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the peace of the city and pray for 
Babylon. Then suddenly there 
appeared on the political horizon a 
new conqueror, Cyrus the Persian. 
To Deutero-lsoioh, the prophet of the 
exile, this was a dramatic sign that 
the judgements of God were abroad 
in the earth and that Cyrus, unknown 
to himself, was the divine instrument 
of deliverance . Israel, in her cap
tivity, hod suffered double for all her 
sins, reaping the harvest of her 
earlier folly but also, in the good 
purposes of God, adding a further 
portion of suffering as a service to 
Him . The exile thus brought new 
insight into the nature of Israel's 
missionary vocation as a light to the 
Gentiles. It could only mean that 
salvation is the divine intention for 
all men : "Loo·~ unto Me, and be 
ye saved, a II the ends of the ·earth ." 
In exultant mood the prophet de
picted a herald going before the re

turning exiles: 11 How beautiful upon 

the mountains ore the feet of him 

that bringeth good tidings of good, 

that publisheth salvation; that saith 

unto Zion, Thy God reigneth," the 

Old T estoment proclamation of the 

gospel of the Kingdom. Israel did 

not respond to the prophetic vision 

but, on her return, withdrew behind 

the walls of notional pride . The 

ruthlessness with which policies of 

exclusiveness were deliberately put 

into effect led to the pass ionate pro

test of the book of Jonah with its re

call to the ministry of reconciliation . 

he motivation for this mission is 

none other than the divine compas

sion for a people morally illiterate 

and even for their cattle . 11 Should 

not I spore Nineveh, that great 

city, wherein ore more than six score 

thousand persons that cannot discern 

between their right hand and their 

left hand; and also much cattle ?11 
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THE DIVINE MISSIONARY : 

Mission is thus rooted in Old 
Testament thinking but not in prac
tice . Proselytism did become a fea
ture of Hellenistic and Diaspora 
Judaism but more to win Gentile 

favour than to fulfil the divine com
mission . Even the Community of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls betrays no 
m1ss1onory interest. In the fulness 
of times, however, God spoke to the 
need of men in the Word become 
flesh . Though He found His home i•.'1 
Israel, Jesus come as the divine 
missionary to be the light of the 
whole world . He ·entered Galilee 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
of God colling upon men to repent 
and to believe. At Nazareth in the 
Synagogue He claimed that the 

dreams of the prophets at lo st hod 
been realised and He applied to Him
self the words : " The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor, deliverance to the captives, 
c·,,,d recovering of sight to the blind ." 
Frequent reference is mode in the 
Fourth Gospel to His be ing sent into 
the world, a mission of rescue and of 
healing that He willingly accepted 
from the Father. He gathered twe lve 
disciples about Him, to be the 
nucleus of the New Israel, that He 
might send them forth with 
authority to preach and to heal . In 
terms of a divine strategy, th is m is
sion was first to the prepo red com
mU':'lity of Israe l but then, a s though 
turned toward the Cross, it wide~ ed 
out to the larger world : " I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Me." There on the Cross the powers 
of darkness were ranged again Him 
but were driven bock in defeat, 
wherefore, soys Poul, God hos 
highly exalted Him and g iven Him a 
name that above every name, Lord 
His claim afresh upon the total life 

5 



of man and of the universe itself for 
i·n Him all things cohere. On the 
ground of this universal authority, 
the commission is given to the 
Church to go out into all the world 
with His good news to men, to pro
claim the hour of grace and to sum
mon men to encounter . Set between 
the ages, the Church declares th:::it 
the Kingdom of God has come and 
hos yet to come i·.1 its fulness and she 
herself lives in the tensio'1 between 
the two in confidence in a risen and 
victorious Lord and by the powers of 
the age to come. The condition of 
Christ's abiding presence within is 
the perpetual outgoing of the Church 
on her world mission . 

LOVE THE DYNAMIC: 

The purpose of mission is the re
covery of the whole life of man and 
of the world, there being no distinc
tion between the local and the wider 
mission and no separation between 
on individual and a corporate salva
tion . The Church's mission is one . 
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But wherei'tl lies its motivation? It is 
to be found not in humanitarianism, 
not in any projection of human 
idealism, not even in obedience to 
on external command. The Church's 
mission is a response to the divine 
mission expressed in the coming of 
Jesus Christ and supremely in His 
atoning act of self-giving upon the 
Cross. What other adequate motiva
tion could there be but the etern.:il 
love which at Golgotha lecpt out in 
history toking the initiative to bear 
the need of the world ? Identified 
with sinful humanity Jesus offers 
Himself in perfect obedience and in 
Him it is God Who reaches out to 
reconcile men to Himself. At the 
Cross a new humanity arises as men, 
united to Him by faith, die to the 
old order of selfish existence and 
life. The experience is individual as 
rise to the newness of resurrection 
Christ dwells within the human heart, 
thinks through human minds and 
acts through human hands but also 
it is corporate since to be in Christ 
is to be in the fellowship (koinonio) 
of His Body the Church . Through 
His Church, Ch rist becomes visible 
to the world end m -:i kes His imp:ict 
upon hum,:i n need through acts of 
His presence, Christli'i<.e service 
(di J konio), and through the com
munication (martyrio) of the word 
of grace and of life. To be in Christ 
is to share in the blessinqs of life 
gathered beneath His Kin~dom but 
also to participate in His sufferings 
for men, a mission that shall con
tinue until that day His Kingdom 
is universally acknowledged and God 
sh::ill be all i11 all. The motivation of 
mission resides fino lly in the com
p:ission and concern of the divine 
intention for all men . It is expressed 
in the willing and imaginative re
sponse of those who ore in Christ . 

-John J . Lewis. 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR 
MOTIVATION OF MISSION 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE 

IMPULSION IN MISSION : 

Immediately ofter the Holy Spirit 
come upon the Apostles they began 
to proclaim Christ to men " out of 
every notion and lar,guoge," and 
the Spir it enabled them to speak so 
that men understood . This is surely 
intended to denote that the primo ry 
work of the Holy Spirit is to enable 
those in Whom He dwell s to preach 
Christ to all men. It is surely signifi
cant that in Acts only one speech 
ofter Pentecost is addressed to be
lievers; the rest ore missi0:1ory 
sermons. 

The Spirit is und<miobly the 
motive power which actuated the 
Apostles in all their dealings with 
men. Immediately He wos received 
by the Apostles He created in them 
the irresistible necess ity to commun i
cate the Gospel . " We cannot but 
speak tha t which we hove seen and 
heard ." (Acts 4:20). It is pass ing 
strange that we ho ve -not long befo re 
realised that throughout Acts the 
primary work of the Holy Spirit is 
that of enabling those to whom He 
comes to convey to others the fa ith 
they ha ve received . He is reveal ed 
as a Spirit of Redeeming Love, actu
ating those in whom He dwel ls, 
urging them to seek salva t ion of 
others rather than their own pe rsonal 
sanctifica tion . 

The Holy Spirit is indeed a sanc 
tifying Spirit, and thi s brought out 
most clearly i·:1 St. Paul 's Epistles, but 
the first sign of the Spirit 's presence 
among men in the Acts is His 
activ ity for the salvat ion of others . 
His sanctifying influence in the in
dividual is a second and later sign . 
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This concurs with the revelation of 
the Holy Spirit in the Gospel for there 
the first mentiO'n of Him occurs with 
reference to His share in the re
demption of mankind as the Agent 
in the Incarnation of the Saviour. 
Only later is ·He revealed as the Puri
fier, the Revealer of Truth, the 
Comforter, the Strengthener. 

The Holy Spirit gave to the 
Apostles a profound conviction that 
men could not live without Christ. 
He persuaded them that there was 
·nothing of more vital importance 
than the preaching of the Gospel . 
This is sure ly the burden of St . 
Stephen 's speech a s well as that of 
St. Peter . Sin is a universal fact 
that through Christ alone can be for
given. Men are urged to be bap
tised but baptism is no longer re
garded as a symbolic washing away 
of known s in; it is bapt ism into 
Chr ist . It is the e·., t rance into a 
new spiritual state, and possess ion 
of the Ho ly Spir it a ssures me n that 
they ha ve entered th is. It b rings 
men into touch with Chri st , the 
Source of all Truth, Grace and in
exhaust ible Life . For th is reason men 
who had repented and been bapt ised 
by John t he Ba pt ist must re pent 
aga h1 in a very different way and be 
baptised with the Ho ly Sp irit . What 
men needed wa s not mere ly sorrow 
fo r po st si n and a resolut ion to 
amend, bu t the acceptance of the 
Lordship of Christ resulting in the 
g ift of the Holy Sp irit. 

Baptism of the Spirit 

In the first few verses of Acts the 
ba pti sm of John is contrasted by our 
Lord with the Bapt ism of the Holy 
Sp irit, " John indeed baptised with 
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wate r, but ye shall be bapt ised with 
the Ho ly Ghost not many days 
he·:ice ." (Acts l :5) . In the first ser

mon of St. Pe te r the Ho ly Sp ir it is 
promised to all wh o ore bapti sed in 
J esus Christ for the remiss ion of s ins, 
" an d ye sho 11 rece ive the g ift of th e 
Ho ly Ghost ." (Acts 2 :38) . Whe n St. 

Poul met ct Ephesus ce rta in di s

c iples wh o hod bee~ b'J pti sed into 
J ohn 's ba ptism he dec la red, " J ohn 

indeed bapt ised with the baptism of 
re pe·.,tonce, say ing unto the peop le 

that they should be lieve on Him 

wh ic h should come ofte r h im, that is 

on Jesus, when they heard th is they 
we re baptised in the name of the 
Lo rd J esus. And when Poul hod 
his hands upon them, the Ho ly 
Ghost come upon them ." (Acts 19 : 
4-6). 

In all the pre'.Jch ing of the 
Apostles the re is, howeve r, a grave 
a nd so lemn note . To re ject J esus 
is to for fe it th e rem iss ion of si ns. 
Many verses could be qu ot ed . such 
a s II Beware lest that come upon you 
whi ch is spo'i<.e·n in the prophe ts, 

' Beho ld ye despi se rs: e nd wonde r 
and pe rish .11 (Acts 3 :39). 

It was the Ho ly Spirit whi ch mad '.= 

the Apostl es miss iona ri es a nd sent 
t he m out to co;w e rt the world . Mi s
sionary zea l does not g row out of 

inte llectual be lie fs, nor out of theo
logical argument, but ou t of love . If 

we do not love a pe rson we o re not 
moved to he lp him by in formati on 

tha t he is in need; if we do love him 
we require ·:1 0 proof of spec ial need 
to urg e us to he lp h im . The Ho ly 
Spirit teaches the Apostles that men 

need Christ . They themse lves know 
that Christ is an abso lute necessity 
for them . When once the Holy Spiri t 
reveals Chri st to a soul he knows he 

con no longe r live without H im . 
Looking out on the wo rld he sees 

that in heathen lands men ore living 
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in si·n and out of hi s own experience 
he declares that they are perishing 
in their ignorance . Looking at some 
who do not know Christ he acknow
l·edges that they live far superior 

lives morally to hi s be fore he knew 
Christ , but he sees also that in 

heathen lands men are pe rishing in 
s in beca use " the wages of s in is 
dea t h." The Spirit is quick to re

cog n ise c:., d we lcome the least sign 
of goodness in si nne rs. A cup of 

co ld wa te r c ppeors to him a s a s ign 

of k insh ip with Chri st . 11 In every 
not ion he that feo reth God and work

eth righteousness is accepted with 
Him." It is only when we begin to 
imagine that because some heathen 
live nobler lives than mcny nominal 

Chri stia ns we ore absolved from re
sponsibility for th e proclamation of 

the Gospe l to them, and only when we 
ignore the fervent zeal of the 
Apostles in the preaching of the 

Gospe l, that t he Acts is incompre
hensi ble . If we imagine that any 

idea of the sublim ity of heathen 
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morality, or religion, absolves us 

from the duty of proclaiming the 

Gospel, we are really deposi·.1g Christ 

from His throne in our own souls. 

For if we concede that men can 

manage without Christ, we must in

evit::ibly sooner or later regard the 

Soviour os a luxury for our own 

souls, and further, if they can live 

without Christ why cannot we ? 

Many say, " Leave the heathen 

alone . They are all right os they 

ore . When we spe::ik and thh'~ 

thus, we are treating the mstter of 

s::ilvation exactly as if Christ had not 

come at all . We are adopting a pre

Christion attitude . It was true that 

before Christ came, the only way of 

S'Jlvation lay in keeping the Com

mandments. After Pentecost, instead 

of asking any seeker after salvation 

to keep the Commandme·.-,ts, he is 

now advised to " Believe on the 

Lord Jesus. " 

Through Christ Alo:1e 

Before Christ' came no belief 

which men ever held was superior to 

Judaism, no philosophy has ever 

equalled that of the best Greeks . 

Had either of these sufficed Christ 

need not have suffered . The Apostles 

were sure thot neither the mono

theism of the Jew, nor the philosophy 

of the Greek could effect salvation . 

If the suggestion that the morality 

of the heathen world or its philosophy 

absolves us from the duty of pro

claiming Christ with breathless 

urgency is anything more thm, an 

excuse for laziness, if it really re

presents our belief, then it is a 

deliberate turning away from Christ 

to another Gospel._ 

When men have done that in 

their own souls, it is not surprising 

that they find this pseudo-gospel 
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sufficient for others. Christianity 

then becomes merely a system of 

ethics, a little better than others per

ha ps, for ofter all it is one we our

selves h:::ive chos:m, but not essential, 

and therefore of insufficient import

ance to justify our disturbi•:,g the 

ancestral beliefs of others. Such 

idecs, though widely held, hove 

nothing in common with the teach

ing of the early Apostles. They ore 

a flat contradiction of the Book of 

the Acts, and a denial of the Spirit 

there revealed as the Spirit of Christ 

end of God. Christ declared, " I, if 

I be lifted up from the ·earth will 

draw all men unto Me." His arms 

are still outstretched to embrace all 

men . If we con soy with St. Poul 

" I live yet not I, but Christ liveth 

in me, " our arms, too, of necessity 

must embrace the world . 

The Churches of the Middle East 

o·.,d Africa peri shed soon after the 

rise of Islam, mainly because they 

h:::id neglected the Holy Spirit, hod 

lost their missionary vision, were 

self-centred and institutionalised . 

Let us toke the Church of Persia as 

on example. This Church hod not 

merely survived the relentless perse

cution under the Sassonid Kings ex

tending over two centuries, but had 

actually grown i•:, the days of per

secution . The power of the Holy 

Spirit was seen in the conversion of 

not merely executioners and pe rse

cutors, but also of drunkards and 

profligates. T h es e wondrous 

miracles of the Holy Spirit's power 

were a tremendous inspiration to the 

whole Church and the Holy Spirit 

impelled it to go forth to win the 

whole country for Christ . When the 

persecution ended the Church had 

practically conquered the whole of 

Persia. 

In the next 200 years before the 

coming of the Muslim armies, the 
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Church became self-centred and in
creasin:;! ly involved in its own affairs. 
It no longe r sent missionaries to w in 
the rema ining pagans i·.1 Pers ia and 
made no atte mpt to evange lise its 
eastern neighbours, Indio and 
Afghanistan , nor did it attempt to 
win the Turi<s in the north . It veri 
ta bly hummed with activity of one 
kind or another, buildi-ng churches, 
monaste ries and othe r institutions, 
and the life of the Church wa s 
centred in an impress ive programme 
of atte mpt at sanctification, praye r 
three times a day, self -
flagellati on, etc ., but it no longer 
saw the drunkard redeemed or the 
profligate reclaimed m,d when the 
Mus lim armies came and conquered 
Pe rs ia in a few short months, the 
Chri stians were horrified to d iscove r 
that the Mus lims were more assiduous 
in the performance of rig orous re
ligious duties th a n they we re . They 
prayed five t imes a day, th ei r month 
of fa sting put to shame the so-ca lled 
fasting of the Chri stians, their p il
grimage was far more arduous and 
their self-flagellat ion for more pa in
ful , than that of the Chri stians. I•.-, 
a short wh ile the Church, which was 
now but a caricature of what Chri st 
meant His Church to be, perished so 
completely that for 800 years or 

Miss Joyce Rosse r, 
Secretory to the 
New Guinea High
lands Miss ion , 

with he r class of 
wome n. Among 

such people bap
t isms have ta ken 
place th is yea r. 
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11ore there was no known Christ ians 
in Persi a , and only th is year the 
f irst Pe rsian b ishop fo r over 800 
years was consec rated . 

The Church's only guarantee of 
pe rmanence is obed ience to Her 
Lord, fo r thi s ensures the co·., stant 
presence of the Ho ly Spir it, without 
which no Church c:: n live . Hod the 
Church in Pe rs ia remained a mission
ary Church it would have been con
stantly inspi red by the miracles of 
conve rs ion occurring within and be
yond its borders, miracles which are 
the irrefutable proof of the presence 
of Christ amongst His people . Islam, 
H i-:,duism or any other non-Ch ristian 
faith cannot counterfeit such 
m iracles, and must inevitably be im
pressed by them. It was the failure 
of the Church of Pers ia to be faith 
ful to her primary task of proclaim
ing the Gospel in the power that was 
respons ible, more than anything 
else, fo r the inab ility of the Church 
to convince the Muslims that God 
dwe lt within he r. Ve ry soon Chris
t ians themselves lost faith in the ir 
own miss io-n to the world, and suc
cumbed to the dynamic faith of the 
ene rget ic Muslims who were keen to 
carry their fa ith to the ends of the 
earth , even at the cost of their own 
lives. - Charles W . Haskell 



NEW LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 

AND 
OSLO 

WORLD 

This was the first occasion on 
which a Wor ld Methodist Confere':"lce 
wa.s he ld outside the Eng lish-speak
ing world . The conference was 
splendidly organised and was in it

self a tribute to our Methodist 
Chu rch in Norway .. which officia lly 
nu mbers only 12,000 members . 

Bishop Odd Hagen, the Bishop of 
Scandinavian Methodist, gave an ex

cellent lead to his people, and in 
welcoming the delegates emphasised 
the family nature of Methodism and 
the fact that a !though we do not a II 
use ·the same forms of worshii:,, and 

of worship and of government . we are 

one people. The Oslo Conference 
was really a great family reunion . 
The claim that Methodism has a 

st rong ecumenical character is sup
ported not so much by the attendance 
of approximately 1,500 delegates, 

but by the fact that they represented 
fifty nations. Some of the small 

groups of Methodists from behind 
the Iron Curtain, and the younger 
churches of Africa, whose countries 

are experiencing new - found political 
freedoms , brought a freshness and 
vitality to the ma"ny encounters we 

had in small groups and person-to
person discussions . 

A WORLD COMMUNION 

The ha ndbook of information on 

World Methodism reveals that world 
membership is 19,086,426, and the 
world Methodist community is esti 
mated at 41,455,030. The interest
ing point about these statistics is 
tha t, of the total world membership 

figures, 13,611,336 are members of 
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METHODISM 

the American Methodist Church, 
whi ch gives Amer ican Methodism 

approxima tely 2 / 3 of the st rength 
of world Methodism. 

The conference was ':"lot a de libe r
ative a ssemb ly, so t he re was very 
litt le discuss ion or debate at the full 
conference level. Its purpose was in
spirational and for the increase of 
fellowship among Methodists. T he re 

were ma ny h ig h poi nts of inspirat ion 
in addresses and meetings, but 

fellowship o:i a person-to-person 
basis was difficult to achieve because 

of the size of the conference, a nd 
the physical conditions prevailing . 

NEW LIFE . IN THE SPIRIT 

The theme of the conference was 
" New Life in the Spirit" and this 

was dealt with under four main 
headings -

1. The Lord and Giver of Life . 

2. The Family Life of the Church . 

3. The Church i•,-, the Life of the 

World . 

4 . Methodism in the World 
Church . 

The Conference programme was 
very exacting, and it was impossible 
to attend every session. A typical 
day consisted of the following : 

Meeting at 9 . 15 a.m. ope·.1ing with 

devotions, then two main theme ad
dresses with a question period. T he 
question period was usually too sho rt . 

We had a break at 11 . 15 a.m., 
and assembled again at ':"'IOOn till 

1.30 p.m . In this period we had the 

11 



option of attending a study group to 
deal with certain prepared questions 
on the morning address, or to listen 
ta two further addresses on the 
" Methodism-in-Action " series, or 
to attend the Bible Study group 
under the Rev . Rupert E. Davies . 

The·., at 4 p.m. another lecture on 
the principal theme, and at 7 .30 
p.m. two further lectures. 

The evening lectures were usually 
tram.lated into Norwegian because of 
the attendance of a number of Oslo 
c it izens. This tended to lengthen the 
meetings and of course the whole 
day. The best that I could manage 
fo r a da ily effort was six addresses 
and a study group, or alternatively 
seven addresses. 

WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 

Bishop Arthur Moore in his ad
d ress " Witness of the Spirit " 
warned of the danger confronting 
the estobl ished Church . He said , 
" Once we hove size and skills we 
are tempted to perform our work on 
the strength of those resources. " 

Frequently we were reminded that 
church leaders and memb~rs tend to 
talk excess ively about our problems, 
and too little about the power that 
God makes available to dedicated 
people. 

The questi on was a s·r<.ed a s to why 
modern Methodists hove lost the 
convictio":1 that our forefathers pos
ses6€d . Are we as sure about Christ 
as they were ? Would not less for
mality open the way for a more 
rapturous experience of Christion 
worship and living? 

These questions and many more 
were brought before us. Would we 
become new people if we experienced 
aga in the a ssurance of sins for
given ? 

12 

Dr. Rupp reminded us of the fact 
tho t a II earthly forms of the 
Church hove their time, and that the 
only authe":1 tic contribution of 
Methodism to the Church Catholic is 
her spirit, the most vital thing that 
we hove to give in the lives of our 
people . 

WORLD MISSIONARY STRATEGY 

Dr. Eugfine Smith of the U.S.A. 
appealed for greater co-operation in 
missionary strategy. He claimed 
that the modern missionary family 
must be more inter-rocio I and inter
notiono I in character. He then 
listed three requirements :-

1. To work always within the 
the terms of local initiative. 

2 . To work i-:, the regional 
ecumenical pattern . 

3 . To work in the global si tua 
t ion. 

One of the most p recious tools in 
the modern missionary programme is 
inter-Church Aid. With 26,000 of 
the world missionary force from the 
U.S.A. he pleaded for a broadening 
of the sendi':"tg base to the world 
fields . 

Is it true of our experience of the 
faith as Professor Coulson put it? 

" The pressures from below dr ive 
us up to God, and that if we would 
act wisely we must hove a picture 
of God before our eyes." 

Or would we soy with Dr. Stanley 
Jones, whom I was privileged to hear 
in Honolulu ? " My faith in God is 
not something I lean upon, but 
something that lifts me up toward 
God." 

Alo-:, A. Dingwall . 
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SURVEY OF OUR MISSION OVERSEAS 
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

In presenting his annual survey of 
the world background against which 
our own overseas programme as a 
Church is conducted, the Rev . S. G. 
Andrews to ld th e members of the 
Overseas Mission s Board annual 
meeting of the recent consu ltation 
arranged betwee n representatives of 
British Method ism and representa
tives who came specially from the 
daughter churches of British 
Method ism in 26 ove rseas missions 
districts. He sele.cted three aspects 
of the ir study and deve loped them in 
relation to our own programme. 

Despite the resurgence of other 
wo rld faiths, a practical materia lism 
is the prevailing philosophy through
out for world . This year, for 
example the Commonwealth Tech
nical Training Scheme was used, in 
the Solomons, to set before young 
people the prospects of service in 
modern technology. This immediate
ly posed a dilemma for young people 
already considering devoting their 
lives to the full-time service of their 
Church . Time was when there were 
fewer openings for other than 
church mission workers there . Now 
higher p::iy and greater prestige 
attach to all sorts of government 
and commercial employment. 

Like ourselves, the British Metho
dist Missionary Society is facing prob
lems in recruiting , training and re
taining staff. The former sense of 
lifetime commitment to missionary 
service is often locking today. The 
younger churches desire missionaries 
still but ore often uncertain as to 
how to use them when they come. 
Having appointed Miss Patricia 
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Jacobson as homecrofts teacher, our 
mission still lacks nurses and me':"I 
and women teachers . Too few 
peop le are offeri ng themse lves for 
the work of Christ and His Church 
overseas . 

Standing, as we do, on the 
th resho ld of a new relationsh ip with 
the Church in the Solomons, we were 
bidden as a Church to hear for our 
encouragement of the new relation
ships betwee·:1 the British Church 

Sister Aud rey High na m, returning to 
Cho iseu l th is month. 

and many o f their daughter 
churches overseas . The British Pre 
sident has recently been to Ghana 
to inaugurate the Methodist Con
ference there, under on African 
President . Ghana Methodism is vir
tually self-supporting, drawing only 
£6,000 from Britain lost year 
against £140,000 raised locally . But 
fr:ionce must not be the only yard
stick, for in another overseas district 
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whi ch ra ises only £ 2 ,800 annually 
a nd is suppo rted to the mea sure of 
£ 15,800, autonomy is al so be ing 
planned . 

The Ge ne ral Secre ta ry reminded 
th ~ Board that these d eve lopments 
were no longer remote from the 
Pac if ic . Weste rn Samoa which at
t ::i ins to po litica l i'.l de pendence next 
year hopes sho rtly t o have a Meth
od ist Confe re nce . The first n :; t iona l 
chairmen, the Rev. Se t c re k i Tu il

ovoni , ha s just been c ppointed as 
titular head of ou r whole Chu r~h in 
Fiji . A Confe rence is in t he offing 
the re al so . The M e thodi st districts 
in the So lomons and New Gu inea are 
mov ing towards a c loser relati o':'l ship, 

marked by conversations on educa 
tiona l poli cy and the open ing s of the 
Raora.1go Theological College . Politi 
cally, New Guinea has received an 
elective constitution fo r the first 
time . One of our Rov iana laymen 
is now a member o f the new (no mi':'1-
a ted ) leg is lat ive and e xe cuti ve coun
ci ls of the Br it ish So lomon Is lands 
Protectorate. 

The Board which met on October 
26th and 27th under th e chairman
ship of the President of the Confer
ence, the Rev. B. M . Chrystal!, was 
attended by distant as well as Auck-
land members . Highland 's District 
bus iness was prese':'lt e d by the 
Gene ral Secre tary, and t he So lomon 
Is lands Distr ict was represented by 
t he Secretary of the Synod there, the 
Rev . A. H . Hall. Other missionaries 
present by invitation were the Rev. 
G. D. Brough (subst itute member), 
Dr. Gerald Hoult and Sister Audrey 
Roberts and the Rev. J . F. Cropp 
(mi ssionary designate). 

Withdrawal and Resignation : Fur
ther point was g ive•;1 to the need for 
cont inual missionary offers by the 
a cceptance of the resignation of 
Sister June Hilder (to take effect late 
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next year) and of the notice of with
d ra wa l a t Conference 1963 by the 
Rev . Gordon Cornwe ll. On the other 
h -:: nd, the Boo rd reso lved to continue 
th e e mployme·,, t of Mr. R. C. Fleury 

c fte r h is marriage . Th is mar·~s a new 
de parture, as previous ly al l our car
panters have bee n si ngle men . 

Appointment : As sepa rately re por
ted , M iss Pc tri cia Jacobson hes been 
a ppointed to succeed Si ster Beula h 
Reeves cs homecrafts teache r a t 
Kihili Girls ' Schoo l. 

Highland Business : With joy_ the 
Bo:J rd received the news of the ba p
t isms at Tari and Mend i and the 
progress of the extension wo rk a t 
Nipa . A lette r from the Act ing 
Chai rmc':1 (the Rev. C. J . Keightley) 
w:::is read, setting for th some of the 
fru strations of the staff, due to 
vacancies and the inability to take 
up all new opportunit ies. The Fa ith 
and Orde r Committee is to be a sked 
to look into the patte rn of the in 
d ige nous min istry tha t ma y emerge 
in the Highlands, and the need fo r 
the provis ion of adequate pa stora l 
and sacramental ministry to the 
new converts . 

Solomon Islands Business : The fol 
lowing synod recommendations were 
e ndorsed for presentation to the 
Conference : the ord ina ti on of the 
Rev. Samson Pataaku and of Job 
Kotoava ; the ca·.1d idature of Mat
thew Beaso and Misake Tarurava 
and the ir entry with Les lie Boseto to 
the new theological college at 
Raorongo, near Rabaul ; circuit status 
fo r the Marovo section of the 
Ro~iana c ircuit; support for one 
year for the Rev . Allen Hall so that 
he ma y complete the Roviana Old 
T estament; adoption of the new d is
tr ict constitution and of the ques
ti o·,, s to be dealt with at each annual 
synod . Most of these matters are 
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Baptismal 

Group, 

Tari. 

approved subject to the endorsement 
of them by the Conference . 

District plans fer celebrating the 
Diamond Jubilee of the mission next 
Moy were considered and given 
general approval. These involve a 
visit by the President and certain 
others to the District. Leave of ob
se~1ce for twelve months was granted 
to Sister Audrey Grice who hopes to 
take the course in the School for 
Christion Workers . The apprecia 
tion of the Boord was accorded to 
Sisters Beulah Reeves, Audrey Rob
erts, and Thelma Duthie , who ore 
leaving the service of the mission 
Sister Thelmo ofter ten years a~ 
Kekesu . It was noted with appre-
ciation that the Boys' Brigade 
Movement would be sponsoring 
Gordon Sioma for training next year 
in New Zealand; his time divided 
between the School of Christia•,-, 
Workers and B.B. training . Esau 
Tuzo who hos spent 1961 at Wesley 
College, will transfer for 1962 to the 
School for Christian Wori<.ers. 
Arrangements were approved for the 
resumption of his work overseas by 
Dr. Gerald Hoult, following medical 
treatment in this country . 

While the income and expenditure 
statement revealed a small surplus 
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for the year, some concer:1 was ex
pressed with the balance sheet over 
the large sums represented by stocks 
and district advances in the Solo
mons. These sums hod the effect 
of reducing the amount of cash 
available for special expenditure. 
While the ordinary estimates were 
approved, the specia I requests of the 
Solomon Islands District Synod hod 
to be reduced somewhat. The ordin
ary estimates themselves provide for 
an expenditure of £57,726, of which 
£40,900 will be draw:, from New 
Zealand . Of this £4,100 will come 
from the M .W .M.U ., or.id £29,500 
from the Connexionol Budget . The 
Department hos been greatly assisted 
this year by the regular and full 
contributions from the Budget Com
mittee . This means of course that 
the response from the circuits hos 
been larger than ever before . 

He lp for Medical Recruits: 

As port of its Jubilee Year pro
gramme The Mission to Lepers is 
introducing a scheme of finoncio I 
assistance to young men and women 
who will toke a medical course and 
join ifs staff. Full details may be 
had from the Rev . M . H. Feist, Box 
8579, Auckland , C.3 . 



FOR THE PEOPLE NEXT DOOR 
N . C.C. 1961 CHRISTMAS APPEALl 

The 1961 Chr istmas Appeo I of 

the N.C.C. " For the People Next 

Door " is lou·nched with the full en

dorsement of every member Church 

in the Council. T he Appeal was sent 

to every one of the 1400 congrega

tions in the m iddle of October with 

the offer of free literature a nd 

posters adverti s ing the Appeo I. 

* * * 
The Chr istmas Appeo Is hove been 

la unched annually in New Zea la nd 

s ince 1947 but only in the lo st few 

yea rs hove t he Churches give·n specia l 

emphasis to it a s on expression of 

t heir growing concern for the Chri s

tion and human cause in Asia . Lost 

year's Appeal was for a target of 

£35,000 and was oversubscribed by 

more than £10,000 by nearly 

1, 100 congregations. This year 's 

target is £45,000 . 
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Inte r-Church Aid in wh ich the 

New Zealand Churches part ici pa te 

through this once-a -year Appeal , is 

now a world -wide fact particula rly 

orhcmg the member Churches of the 

W .C.C. Churches ·everywhere ore not 

only meeting their own requi rements 

and rea ch ing out in denominational 

missionary enterprises but ore also 

acting ecumenically in the meeting 

of human need through Christic':1 

channels. In this way, of course , 

they ore strengthening the Christion 

witness to the power of the Gospel. 

It is estimated tha t Churches related 

to the W .C.C. now contribute some

thing approaching th irty - m illion 

pounds a year in goods and money 

for the purposes of hter-Church A id . 

The projects to be supported by 

the 1961 Appeal have been chosen 

from t he Asian Listing of the W .C.C. 

This ' means that they hove come 

from a li st mode up when each 
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Asian N.C.C. answered the question 
- what ore the three most urgent 
un -met needs in your area ? There 
is special emphasis on the provision 
of scholarships for the training of 
future leaders, there is widespread ' 
service to refugees, there is the 
strengthenhg of the evangelistic 
witness of the Asian Churches ct 
many points and there is the en
deavour to provide for the sending 
of five strategic missionary workers 
to Indonesia. In New Zealand the 
selection of projects is mode by the 
N.C.C. Commission on Overseas 
Mission O'f"ld Inter-Church Aid, on 
which the Methodist Church is re 
presented by Mr. S. N. Roberts and 
the Rev. S. G. Andrews. 

The full list of projects for the 
Appeal is as follows : 

Emergency Grants in times of 
disaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Mander 

Five workers for Indonesia . 

W .C.C. Service Programme for 
refugees. 

E.A.C.C. Annual Assessment; 
student work in Asia . 

l·f"l dio - Village Industries Pro
ject, Tamilnod Polytechnic 
in Nazareth, South India . 

Indonesia - Leadership Train
ing in eleven centres. 

Jap::m Midnight Mission , 
Rural Training Centre . 

Formosa Mobile Medical 
Units. 

Burma - Tuberculosis at Pan 
Lcmg . 

Ceylon - Residential School 
for Mentally Retarded 
children. 

Hong Kong - Self Help and 
Vocational Training , 
Student Work Projects, 
Re-settlement of Drug 
Addicts . 
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Pakistan - East Pakistan Rural 
Co-operatives, 
West Pakistan Anti -TB 

Programme. 
Arab Refugees. 
Korea - Amputee Project. 
Malaya - Training new Village 

Workers. 
Vietnam - Scholarships. 

Internal Missia:,ary Coun
cil Special Projects 

Fund . 

One of the most important aspects 
of the Appeal is the provision of a 
sum of money which is allocated by 
the N.C.C. through the following 
year in response to emergency 
appeals, for example, when there 
is an earthquake in Chile or Algiers, 
a war situation in the Congo or 
Angola, a flood disaster in Burma , 
or a typhoo,, in Japan the Christians 
in the local situation in responding 
to the need send an Appeo I for he Ip 
to the World Council and thus it 
goes round the world . It is of tre
mendous significance that by means 
of the Christmas Appeo I of the 
N.C.C. the Churches h, New Zealand 
hove a method by which they can 
respond together G'f"ld immediately. 
The amount sent in such cases 
vo ries between the equivalent of 
1,000 dollars and £1 ,000 but it is 
of p::irticular value because of the 
immediacy with which it can be 
mode available . This year, for ex
ample , 1,000 dollars were voted to 
Tongan hurricane relief. 

* * * The funds received by the N.C.C. 
from the last Christm2s Appeal hove 
o II been a !located in terms of the 
projects advertised and full and 
faithful ac'i<nowledgments have been 
received in every case . The detailed 
position has already been mode 
available to all Church o-nd daily 
papers in N·ew Zealand. 
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CLEARING BOX 5023 
FRITZ KREISLER WRITES . 

" I was born with music in my 
system. I knew musical scores in 
stinctively before I knew my A.B .C. 
It was a gift of Providence. I did not 
acquire it. So I did not even deserve 
thc:.1ks for the music . 

11 I never look upon the money I 
earn as my own . It is public money. 
It is only a fund entrusted to my 
care for proper disbursement . I am 
constantly endeavouring to reduce 
my needs to the minimum . I feel 
morally guilty in ordering a costly 
mea I, for it deprives someone else 
of a slice of bread - some child, 
perhaps, of a bottle of milk. My 
beloved wife feels exactly the same 
wav about these thi·ngs as I do. In 
a 11 these yea rs of my so-ca I led suc
cess in music we have not bui It a 
home for ourselves . Between it and 
us stand all the homeless of the 
world ." 

- " Cathedral Chronicle," 
Auc';<iand . 

NEW W HEELCHAIR FOR 
SOLOMON ZAKELE : 

Solomon Zakele, a crippled patient 
at Ozama Leprosarium, writes to say 
"Thank you" for a new wheelchair 
given from New Zealand . " It is an 
amazing thing to me the love of you 
people in New Zealand. Thank you 
very much for the wheelchair. My 
•new wheelchair is very comfortable . 
I wind it round . It is so easy and 
not hard like the old one . Thank you 
very much for your great love ." 

FAITH AND DISCIPLINE 

The General Secretary had pre
pared three studies for Synod based 
on thoughts from the Conference 
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study in Samoa . We who could not 
go to Synod decided to have a Day 
of Prayer here at Tonu to pray for 
our representatives . We also dealt 
with the studies in turn . Stephen 
I roro, whose father was o·ne of the 
ear ly Mono missionaries to these 
parts led the discussion on the first 
study. There was freedom and sin 
cerity as we discussed ways of 
improving our church witness, the 
possibility of some changes in our 
services, etc . I was glad to see some 
get out pencils to jot down good 
ideas . . . ideas that other teachers 
had proved workable . . . After a 
short break for fresh air, we con
sidered the second study. In discus
sing the marks of the true Christion 
we suddenly found ourselves talki':1g 
about one of the hardest things 
"mikais," witchdoctors. "This will 
always be a problem till all the 
mikai s die _. " said one, but young 
mi'i<.ais are starting practice all the 
time . " The mikais will always be 
there as long as there are people 
willing to pay them money for their 
services," said another. The 
atmosphere was tense as the teach
ers were reminded that Christ is 
Lord and that ought to show His 
power to the people through their 
lives . 

In our third study many useful 
points about discipline were discussed 
and what should be pu·nished and 
how. I was glad to hear them re
affirming that the teachers were the 
ones who must lovingly and even 
at the cost of practical help lead the 
erring to repentance and renewed 
faith. A time for testimonies was fol 
lowed by the sharing together of the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

- - Pamela Beaumo·:it, TONU . 
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ABOUT PEOPLE 
CONFERENCE : 

Over 350 Methodist rep resenta
tives gathered at Auck land <r.1 

Novembe r 1st and following days. 
The Rev. E. Clarence Leadley, a for 
me r missionary to Rovia no, wa s in 
ducted to office a s President of t he 
Conference. Conference was noted 
for the unusually large number of 
people who participated in debate. 
The public sessions inc luded a 
Me thodist Rally on the Su·:iday even 
ing , when the Rev. 8 . M . Chrystal! 
addressed a poc ked Town Hall and 
Conce rt Chambe r on the Oslo Con
ference of World Methodism. At the 
Conversation of the Work of God, 
Bishop Raines of Indiana , Chairman 
of the Boord of M issions of our 
Church in the U.S.A. ga ve on out
sta ndi-.,g message . The some day, 
in the Oversea s Miss ions business, the 
Conference heard briefly the Revs . 
Allen Holl and Gordon Brough and 
Dr. G. E. Hoult and received M iss 
Vivion Momu pio of the So lomons and 
the Rev. Tupu Moeo of S:: moo . The 
Rev . Jomes F. Cropp and Mrs. Cropp 
were se t opJrt to the ir m issiona ry 
t Js'i<. in the Solomons. 

HIGH LANDS CHAIRMANSHIP : 

The Rev. R. L. Ba r;1es, Cho irm ::m 
of the Papua New Gu ine J Hig h b nds 
Dis tr ict, wa s recently dec b red med i
cally unf it to return to h is work at 
To ri . This deci s ion is a sore blow 
to our work a s we ll a s to Mr . and 
Mrs. Barnes themse lves. They will 
be taking up work in a Queens land 
Circu it . There is now an urgent 
vacancy in the mini steria l staffing of 
the Distric t . At the request of the 
Australio':1 and New Zealand 
Methodist Ove rseas Missions Boards, 
our Conference has recently appoin-
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ted the Rev . C. J . Keightley the new 
Cha irma n of t he Hig h la nds District . 
Mr. Keig ht ley, who has been ac t ing 
as Chairman this year, will take up 
his appointment afte r h is curren t 
fu rlough, commenced at Wellington 
on Nove m ber 22nd. 

MOVEMENTS OF OTHER WORKERS: 
Sister Audrey Grice arrived last 

mo.1th on fur loug h, to be followed by 
leave of a bsence to e na ble her to 
to ke the course at t he School for 
Christian Workers. Sister Beryl Grice 
is returning to Choiseul , departing 
from Auckland on the 9th of t h is 
month . She will accompany th ree 
children of m issionaries, and th ree 
Solomon Is lands students who will be 
spending Chri stma s in the ls la·:1ds. 

Siste r Patric ia Ja cobson 

Following leave of abse nce, and 
study in Britain and Ne w Zealand, 
Sister Audrey H ighnam returns on 
15th December from Auckland to 
resume her nursing work in Choiseu l. 

Illness exped ited the furlough of 
the Rev . Gordon o·nd Mrs. Brough . 
Mr . Brough is prescribed rest follow -
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ing his attack of hepatitis, but hopes 
to vi si t the Youth Conference at 
Feilding . 

Sister Pamela Beaumont is due at 
Christchurch just prior to Christmas. 
After ten years of service as CJ mis
sionary sister, Sister Pamela has now 
also fulfilled the requirements and 
been accepted a s a deaconess by the 
recent Confe rence . 

Si ster Patricia Jacobson of 
Tauranga, newly appoi·~ted home-

Wanted 

croft teacher to the Kihili Girls ' 
School, will depart by air from Wel 
lington on January 26th . 

REV. A. H. HALL: 
Mr. Hall was given permission by 

the recent Conference to reside this 
year in New Zealand and pursue the 
trons latio,, of the Old Testament into 
Roviana . It is expected that Mr. and 
Mrs . Hall and their family will reside 
in the Bombay Circuit and render 
some preaching service there . 

Overseas 
• Our Overseas Missions Programme needs further 

workers . The Solomon Islands Synod cabled : 
" Stationing cannot be final without more staff .11 

These a re needed . . . 

Two Triple Certificated Nurses 

Men and Women Teachers 

Our Australian Church also continues to appeal for a 
Doctor for the Indian Women 1 s Hospital at Ba, Fiji. 

In addition , our Church in Fiji and Samoa is constantly 
appealing for secondary teachers to serve with our church 
education programme there . New Zealand provided one 
such graduate teacher this year . Other vacancies are 
now reported . 

Full details about all these vacancies may be had from 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 
Methodist Overseas Missions Department, 
Box 5023, 
AUCKLAND, C. l. 

• Enquiries about future service will also be welcomed 

20 T he Open Door 



OUR M.W.M.U. PAGES 

Greeting s All. The M.W .M.U. 
Conference held in the Wesley 
Church, Wellington, had a good re
presentation from every District with 
138 women attending 45 of them 
bei':1g first-timers . 

We would like to record sincere 
thanks to the Wellington Executive 
team who carried through detailed 
preparations so efficiently that the 
smooth running of th e Conference 
was assured . 

A civic welcome was te-:,dered by 
the Mayor, Mr. F. J . Kitts. Then 
greetings from sister Churches were 
extended to the Conference , speakers 
expressing joy in having the oppor
tunity of being present to affirm the 
unity of the churches in the gre::it 
missionary tos'r<. especially in the 
women's orgonis".ltions where our 
work follows much the some 
p::ittern . 

0 .1 Wednesday even ing for the 
Missionory Rally we were privileged 
to hove as guest speaker, the Rev . 
B. M. Chrystall, B.A. , President of 
Conference, who took as his subject, 
" The World and the Mission of the 
Church ." 

Mr. Chrystal! said his first and 
most important impress ion of his tr ip 
abroad was and always will be 
" people people, everywhere . We in 
New Zealand h".lve no appreciation 
of the population explosion in the 
world today. 

It was the youthfulness of the 
Asic·.1 and African world in contrast 
to the Northern and European 
countries which was so str iking . 

These young countries are going 
to be impatient with the convservo
tism of the older peoples - already 
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a revolution hos token place in a 
country where for centuries youth 
h::is been taught to respect age . 

His next impression was of the 
appalling poverty h, contrast to the 
wealth and extravagance of the few. 

With regard to religion his next 
impression was that life is being 
lived on the surface level, and much 
of the deep rooted way of life is 
being squeezed out of ma n's way of 
living . More and more it seems to 
be wealth that counts, with less and 
less regard for spiritual values. 

Is the Christion faith going to 
survive with so much emphasis on 
m::iteriol things . 

Nevertheless there ore signs of 
renewal of interest in the religions 
of the world . Mon is beginning to 
exomi:ie again the basic fundamen 
tals of the faiths in which he was 

nurtured . It is difficult to assess, 
but it is everywhere. Buddhism and 
other religions ore growing i':1 pro
portion to the increase in population, 
but the Christion Church is not 
growi r.g proportionally. Why is the 
advance so slow ? Why does the 
church cppeor to hove lost its drive? 

What is it that Christ ianity has 
that no other religion has? We be
lieve we hove something unique . 
Christ is the Key, He is Truth that 

is found nowhere else . It was re
served for Jesus Christ to manifest 
a Heove·.,ly Father whose love em
braces oil , and to whom we come 
only through Jesus Christ. He has 
the offer of pardon and Life. 

This must always be the mission 

of the Church . 

- Amy E. Richards 
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M. W. M. U. 

THE INSPIRATION 
OF CONFERENCE. 1961 

As we return to our homes from 
yet another M.W .M .U. Conference, 
we Gsk ourselves :- " What is it that 
we toke away with us ?" . . . Is it 
the memory of those we meet, old 
friends and new? . .. Is it hearing 
the reports given by our Deaconesses 
and Sisters of their work among the 
women and children ? . . . ls it the 
thrill of hearing how much money 
hos been raised by our Union ? .. . 
Is it the fellowship in Christ we find 
so sweet ? 

It is a II of these things, but they 
are impressed on our memories by 
the inspiration given through the 
men and women who led us in our 
devotions. 

The hymns we s ing . " Jesus Thou 
Joy of Loving Hearts, Come let us 
sing of a Wonderful Love, Jesus Thy 
Wandering Sheep Behold, What 
Sha 11 I Do My God to Love , Now Let 
Us see Thy Beauty Lord, 0 God What 
Offering Shall I Give to Thee ." 

The prayers of Thanksgiving and 
Dedication . 

The opening remarks of our Presi 
dent as she spo'i<e to us of the story 
of the Centurion who came to Jesus 
and said "My servant is sick." Jesus 
hearing the concern in his voice 
answered at once " I will come and 
heal ·him." Christ made no stipula
tion about the manner in which our 
prayers should be made, our manner 
of dress or where or when . If the 
heart is right then our prayer is 
acceptable to God . At any time in 
any place we can pray and He will 
hear. He is a spirit and sees into 
the soul and that is why He went at 
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once to heal the servant, but He • 
heals not only the body but the mind 
and spirit . W e could oil use David's 
p ra ye r " Cre :: te in me a clean heart, 
0 Lord ." Nothing con sep:::irote us 
from the love of God. 

The Prayer and Praise Session led 
by Rev . Theo Jones was a reminder 
of the Beauty of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. 

His patient Endurance 
His Humility 
His Generosity 
His Inclusiveness 
His Command 

Intercessions were made for . . . 

Our Maori people 
Our Maor i workers 
Our Solomon Islands and 

Highland people 
Our Solomon Islands and 

Highland workers 
Endurance for ourselves and 

all servants of the 
Gospel. 

Sister Audrey Roberts who has re 
turned ofter three years service spoke 
to us about her work . Some of the 
things she remembers are the form
ing of the Methodist Women's 
Fellowship, the faith of the women 
in the nurses and their gratitude for 
all that was done for them . The 
young people are keen to get on 
and to learn and ore being trained 
as nurses and dressers . Their 
appreciation of the interest and con
cern of the Missionaries and their 
interest in the Home Church . We 
need their prayers os well as they 
need ours. The forming of a Chris
tion Endeavour which is led by the 
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people and an Order of St . Stephen 

which is to be started . All these things 

are prepar:ng them to take more re

sponsibility in their own land . 

Sister Mary Seeley's theme wc s 

- " Our Service for God " and she 

pointed out that e::Jch one has some 

gift which is used in the power of 

Love will indeed be blessed. The Holy 

Spirit working in us can do great 

things . Sister to ld us of the need 

for showing · concern and love for our 

Maori friends and challenged us all to 

work for th e Kingdom of God . We 

witness through personal s~rvice . 

She th::rnked th e women for their 

gifts and p,,:; id a t ribute to Rev . E. Te 

T uhi who s:Jid th :J t to know God is 

to have faith . 

On Wednesday evening the Mis

sionary Rally wc. s held in the Wesley 

Church Taranaki Street, when the 

Rev . R. Thornley wa s in the Ch::iir. 

A Sa moan choir rendered two groups 

of hymns in their own langu ::ige , and 

Mr. Graham Richards, son of our 

President, sang a Calypso ve rsi on of 

the Lord 's Prayer. I am sure we 

found o new beauty and a new 

emph ::i s is in the well - k·.-,own words. 

The President of the Church Confe r

ence, the Rev . B. M. Chrystal! , was 

the speaker and h is su'.:)ject was 

" The W orld and the M iss ion of t he 
Church." 

Wh y is Missionary advance so 

s low ? Is it because t ime and ene rg y 

ore used in admin istrati on and edu

cation and not in Evangelism ? Is it 

a failure in understanding and a loss 

of th e mi ss ionary concept ? 

THE SLENDER MI SSIONARY 

FORCES. - There o re 42,000 M is

sionaries in the whole world; 40 ,000 
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of whom are from the white races; 

20,000 of these ore from the U.S.A. 

Slender forces , yes ! But - with five 

loaves and two fishes Jesus fed 

thousands . Though few in numbers 

the Church is established through

out the world, and God con use those 

few with the support of the Home 

Church . 

The pre-Communion address given 

by the Rev. C. 0 . Hoilwood was a 

modern version of the impression 

made on each of the characters 

mentioned in the Bible who were 

present when Jesus said " It is 

Finished. " PILATE who washed hi s 

honds and hoped thereby to evade 

any responsibility, SIMON OF 

CYRENE who remarked " It is easier 

to hove caried the Cro,ss for Him · 

then to be noiled to it now." 

JUDAS so penitent for what hod 

ha ppened that he could not go on 

living ; PETER who thought he had 

joined a wonderful cause and ex

pected so much from hi s association 
with J esus. 

THE SOLDIERS at the foot of the 

Cross, div iding His garments and 

cast ing lots for His robe . Passing up 

a sponge of vinegar to " That poor 

fellow " ; MARY AND THE DIS

CIPLES so bowed down with grie f and 

fearful of the future . 

As we pa rtook of the ele ments we 

felt anew the inspiration and the 

challenge of th e Crucifixi on . 

As we go forward with all these 

words ringing in our ears to another 

year of se rvice we hear again Christ's 

comm:md, " Go Ye into all the 
world ." 

G. M. C. 

23 



MISSIONARIES1 ADDRESSES 
WORKERS FROM NEW ZEALAND, TONGA AND FIJI 

SOLOMON ISLANDS DISTRICT 
ROVIANA CIRCUI T: Surface and Airmail-Methodist Mission, P.O. Munda, BRITISH

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Rev. and M rs . G. G. Carter 
Rev. and M rs . A. H . Ha l l * 
Rev. and M rs . Aisa ke Vula 
Rev. and Mrs . I liesa Buadro!'!:o 
Dr. G. E. Hoult 

Mr. and M rs . J. S. Getman 
Mr. J. K. R. Freeman 
Sister Myra Fraser 
Sister Gladys Larki n 
Mr. and Mrs. B. D. S!'!:i th . 

Also Rev . and Mrs. A. C. Watson, Box 36, Hon iara , Br itish Solomon Islands. 

VELLA LAVELLA CIRCUIT : Surfac e and A irmail : M ethod ist M ission, P.O. GIZO, 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev . and Mrs. Daniel Palavi Sister Joy Thom;Json * 

CHOISEUL CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Method ist M iss ion, P.O. GIZO, BRITISH 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Rev . and Mrs . D. I. A. McDonald 
Sister Lucy Money 

Sister Beryl Grice 
Sister Audrey Highnam 

BUIN CIRCUIT : Surface ond Airmail-Methodist Mission , Kihili, Buin, South Bougain-
ville, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs. P. F. Taylor Sister Pamela Beaumont Tonu.* 
Sister Ada Lee , K ih i l i Sister Mary Addison, Tonu 
Mr. R. C. Fleury , Kihili . Mr. and Mrs. Ovin i Baleidaveta , 
Sister Patric ia Jacobson, K ihil i. Kihil i. 

KIETA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Mission, Rore inana , P.O. KIETA, 
TERR ITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev. and Mrs . John Taufa . 

TEOP CIRCUIT Surface and airmail - Methodist Missi on, Kekesu, Teo;), Wakunae 
Free Bag, RABAUL, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 

Rev. and Mrs. G. D. Brough * 
Sister Kathleen Shaw 

Sister Norma Graves 
Sister Lesley Bowen 

BUKA CIRCUIT : Surface and A i rma i l-M::? thod ist M issio:1, Skotolan, Buka . Bougainville , 
P.O. SOHANO, TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Rev . and Mrs. G. A. R. Cornwell 
Sister June H i lder 

Sister Audrey Gr ice * 
Sister Patr icia Hulks 

PAPUA- NEW GUINEA HIGHLANDS DISTRICT 
(For reasons of space, New Zealand workers only are l isted below) 

NIPA CIRCUIT : Surface and Airmail-Methodist Overs : as Missions, N.ipa, vi a MENDI, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 
Rev. and Mr5. C. J. Keightley * 

TAR CIRCUIT : Su rface and Airma il-Methodist Overseas M iss ions, TARI via GOROKA, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Sister Edith Jam es 
Mr. G. T . Dey 

M iss Joyce K. Rosser 

*On furlough in New Zealand. 
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