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"€ven ...10 ...1end '5 you" » >) 

At Christ11ws, above all things, let us remember that .Jesus 
Christ was "sent" into the world. He came .011 the mission of His 
Father. It is His word that assures us that we are "sent" also. 

The Church and all Clnistian jJeople are ever at mission. 
IVhcn the Christian goes forth to his daily worh, he 11111st regard himself as sent into the world. 

Through Christian p1·eaching, Christian literature, Christian service, Christian giving ... the niission is performed which we are sent to undertalfe. 
Hear again the words .of Jesus: "AS THE FATHER HA 

ENT ME, EVEN SO SEND I YOU." 
Let us give thanhs for those who are sent by Christ in the name of our Church: * Our workers at home and overseas. * Converts and enquirers in the New Guinea Highlands. * Fijian and Tongan missionaries, some of them called to 

new tasks. (Two Tongan missi.onaries are lo be su/Jer­
intendents of circuits in the Solomons.) * For the completion and opening of the Church at Honiara. · 

Let us pray daily for the workers listed on the bach of this zssue, wh.o have gone obediently at the rail of Christ. 
Let us pray for those agencies that help them al their worh: * British and Foreio·u Bible Society. * Missionary Aviation Fellowship. * Lepers' Trust Board Inc. 
Let us pray for Islands students in ew Zealand . 

~--C ~-- -~~~ 
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Our Contributors This Issue 
Clarence T. J. Luxton is the newly appointed Chairman of our Overseas Missions Boord. 

Stanley G. Andrews is the General Secretory, and editor of this journal. 

Joel Zio will shortly be ordained as a minister of our Church 
in the Solomon Islands. 

Gwyneth Williams (doughhir of the Rev. J. C. Aldwyn Williams) 
went from Christchurch T eochers' Conference to represent 
the New Zealand Student Christion Movement in a World 
Conference of Student leaders at Strasbourg, in July. 
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A NUMBER ON ... THE MISSION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF N.Z. 

1760 = 1960 
1 t is two hundred years since 1\tl etlwdist witness was carried 

from Britain lo the West Indies. There was no missionary societ)' 
of our Chwdt then. But faithful laynien carried a flame. Soon 
uy their efforts and the enthusiastic leadership of such as Dr. 
Thomas Coke) M.ethodist witness spread further afield. 

Ceylon ... Africa ... the Pacific. . . . Within 25 years 
of the death of John Wesley, Samuel Leigh had conie to the 
Pacific: in 1815 lo Sydney) and 1822 to New Zealand. His com­
mission included Tonga, so from the beginning our Methodist 
witness in this land 1l'as linhed with the Pacific. 

But not the Pacific only. Our own Methodist Church of 
New Zealand was cradled by· the ,nissionary society in Britain. 
Basically our aim has not changed. It is to spread Scriptural 
holiness through this land of ours) among Niaori and European, 
among settled folk and 11ewcomers alihe. Our primary witness 
is in I erusalem. 

Of course there is no lim,it to that witness. Though, unlike 
other Churches, our New Zealand Church has no organised mission 
in Africa or India) we are increasingly bound with their mission 
too. Through our contacts with the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council we are reminded that 

the field is the world) a world to which we are becoming more 

closely bound. 

But we have our .f udaea and Samaria too. East Asia is one 

such area of special responsibility. Our Bible Society now recog­

nises a special responsibility for taking the Scriptures to Indonesia. 

Two young Methodists have followed those of other churches into 

fraternal service in that country. And our New Zealand Churches 

are linked with the E~st Asian Conference. 

Traditionally it is in the Pacific also that we find a special 

task. Some exercise it through lay and secular service in the 

Islands; some by /wspitality to Islanders in New Zealand; some 

again by acceptance of the missionary task that still confronts us, 

more particularly in the Solomon Islands and the Hi[.(hlands of 

New Guinea. 

The O/Jen Door 



A MISSIONARY CENTENARY 
Th e R ev. George B-rown was sent from New Zealand to 
Samoa just one hundred years ago. hi this article tribut e 
is paid to his life and work, which touched all our 

Pacific fi elds. 

In September 1860, Geor_ge Brown 
and his bride left New Zea land to 
venture for Christ among the heathen 
of the Pacific. Today our church 
remembers their pioneer work. Their 
memorial is the growing Cr.urch i'1 
several Mission Districts. 

George Brown came to New Zea ­
land in 1855. Not yet 20 years 
of age he had a I ready been a won­
derer for several yea rs. He hod 
worked as a doctor's assis ront , os en 
employee in a chemist's store ,. and 
hod been apprenticed to a draper. 
But he could not settle to any of these 
employments. He ran away to go 
to sea and got as far as Lanc on. 
There he was found before he could 

' leave the country, but as he was 
determined to go to sea a berth was 
found for him on a ship, whose master 
was a friend of the fam ily. The ship 
transferred froops first to the Mediter­
ranean, and thence to Canada . There 
an occident prevented his soiling with 
the ship which was shortly afterwards 
lost with all hands. After temporary 
employment in a store, Brown took 
ship for England. After a brief visit 
to his father he again proposed to go 
to sea, but was persuaded to travel 
as a possenger to New Zealand. 

MISSIONARY LINKS 

Church. His interest in m1ss1onory 
work was stimulated through his 
acquaintance with two retired mis­
sionaries who hod served in Fij i_ the 
Revs. J. H. Fletcher and R. B. Lyth . 
In 1859, under the ministry of Rev . 
John Whiteley he became a convinced 
Christian and took up local preach­
ing. The Rev. Isaac Harding spoke to 
him concerning the ministry, with the 
result that he offered for the ministry 
but expressed a desire to serve in the 
mission field . 

He was accepted for m1ss1onan1 
work. He married Miss S. L. Wallis, 
d:1ughter of Rev . J . Wallis of Wain­
garoo and a month later, on 4th 
September, 1860 they sailed from 
Auckland for Sydney where George 
Brown was ordained on September 
19th. A week later, September 26th, 
they sailed on the mission ship " John 
Wesley" for their destination in 
Samoa . 

IN SAMOA 

Brown immediately set himself to 
learn the Samo:1n language , with t.he 
result that he was conducting meet­
ings in three weeks and on the eighth 
Sunday after arrival he preached in 
the Somoon tongue . He proved to be 
a gifted linguist and readily learned 

• other Polynesian languages so that he 
On reaching Auckland he m::ide hi s could speak with ease in the main 

way to Onehunga to the home of his groups of islands, Samoa, Fiji, Tonga 
aunt, the wife of the Rev. T . Buddle. and New Britain, besides knowing 
He found employment in a store in some other lesser languages. 
Auckland, but the porsonage ct One- For fourteen years they served in 
hunga became his home and he was Somoa, gu iding the people through 
drawn into the fellowship of the troubled times of inter-tribal strife 
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and helping to establish a lasting 

peace. George Brown become Chair­

man of the District, and under his 

leadership the Church continued to 

progress. 

NEW BRITAIN 
On leaving Samoa George Brown 

urged the opening of a Mission Field 

in the New Britain Group. The Mis­

sion Board consented to his pioneering 

that work and in 1875 he went there 

with native ministers and teachers 

from Fiji and Samoa. After a year 

of strenuous work he left the native 

ministers and staff to carry on the 

work while he soiled for Sydney. Mrs. 

Brown and children returned with 

him to New Britain. They were dis­

tressed to find that the native staff 

had foiled to press forward with the 

work, because of threat's from the 

hostile heathen. Under Brown's 

leadership they built churches, open­

ed new stations, braved hostilities, and 

persevered against opposition and 

frustration. Ill health compelled 

Brown to leave the field temporarily, 

Mrs. Brown and the family of three 

remaining. Other missionaries were 

also now on the field . But Brown 

returned to find that two of his child­

ren had died of illness during his 

absence . Despite all hardships, and 

the killing of some of the native 

teachers by cannibals, the work pro­

gressed. At the end of six years 

George Brown retired from the mis­

sion field and took a circuit in 

Australia . 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

After two years he visited England. 

Returning, he become General Secre­

tary of the Overseas Mission Board. 

He took office in 1887. Two years 

later he investigated possibilities in 

the islands to the east of Papua, and 

after a year led the pioneer mission­

ary party t'o the Trobriand Group. 

Th e Of1t'11 Door 

During his travels he had several 

times passed through the Solomon Is­

lands. Now he advocated that mission 

work be extended to that area also. 

In 1902 he led the pioneer party of 

missionaries to the West'ern Solomons. 

His activities on behalf of mis­

sions also took him to Fiji and Tonga 

and he was familiar with the needs 

Rev. George Brown, D.D. 

of all these groups. He ably guided 

the mission work for 21 years, retiring 

from office in 1908, having served 

the Church for 48 years. His Church 

honoured him by electing him Presi ­

dent of the Conference of New South 

Wales in 1891, and later President 

General for all Australia . 

Honours came t'o him from several 

scientific societies in England and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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THROUGH A STUDENT'S EYES 
During July of this year, I was 

privileged to be one of four young 
New Zea land representatives of the 
Student Christion Movement who at­
tended the World Teaching Confer­
ence at Strasburg, France. For over 
th ree years members of our Federa­
tion had been working on a six year 
study programme "The Life and Mis­
sion of the Church." The Strasburg 
Conference took as its theme: "Christ's 
ministry to the world and our colling," 
truly a vital question toda y. Our pres­
ence at a teaching conference indica­
ted our awareness that we hod much 
t'o learn of the recent developments in 
thought and Christion living. We 
were seeking together to renew our 
vision of Jesus and His ministry in 
our contemporary world . 

AlthC11Jgh this was a world ecu­
menico I conference, with representa ­
tives from such bodies as the YWCA 
and YMCA, and even guests and 
spea kers from the Romon Catholic 
Church, it hos great significance for 
us in the Methodist Church of New 
Zealand. 

THE VISION BLURRED 

During the last two centuries the 
vision of "Christ, the Saviour of the 
world who ministers to all sorts of 
human needs" hos inspired many 
thousands to go out on a missionary 
crusade to the ends of the world, even 
as for as New Zealand. But for 
many this vision of Christ and His 
ministry has in recent days become 
blurred. We hove been aware of 
radical changes in many areas of 
life . We live in a time when Western 
domination has given way, and new 
notions ore struggling towards self­
hood and notional development, a 
time of rapid social change which hos 
both aroused new hopes and produced 
new insecurity. It is a time in which 
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man 's understanding of himself and 
of his place in the world has altered 
as he faces the shattering of the 
"structures of individua l and collect­
ive life" and the consequent threat 
to the meaning and purpose of all 
his life and thought. We live in o 
world of tremendous possibilities 
which is. also a broken world . 

In this new world situation. the 
Methodist Church of New Zealand, 
as part of the body of Christ, inevit­
ably finds itself. Yet. many are still 

Rev. Doniel Polovi and his wife Vositi, 
of Tonga, appointed to Vella Lovella . 

caught up in the thought patterns, 
programme and mission, by which the 
Church served Jesus Christ in a very 
different postwar situation. Many of 
us younger members feel a sense of 
frustration, when we ore asked to 
toke port in a p::ittern which no longer 
satisfies. · 

CREATION AND REDEMPTIVE 
LOVE 

In a broken world, Jesus Christ 
appears before us in a new way as 
the supreme expression of reconcilia ­
tion between God and the world, be­
tween self and neighbour. Here we 
see Christ's ministry in which we ore 
called to take port. He is the "agent 
of creation" and the sustaining prin-

Th e OfJen Door 



ciple of the world. Through Him we 

have victory · over the forces that 

threaten to destroy man; through Him 

is being built up in a broken world 

the structure of human life - the 

Body of Christ. 

In this body, men find themselves 

in a new relationship with God and 

with their neighbours. All the re­

sources of Jesus Christ Himself be­

come available to men and they ore 

drown into the work of Christ in a 

movement of 'redemptive love which 

is ever pressing out to the bounds of 

time and spoce." 
It is this vision of Jesus Christ and 

of His ministry that provides us 

with a new way of looking at our 

human existence. It offers a founda ­

tion for the renewal of the Church 

and for new patterns of missionary 

witness in our time. Enlivened by 

such a vision, the Church discovers 

its mission and lives for it . We be­

come free to live on those frontiers 

of the modern world and al_low the 

Holy Spirit to give His m1ss1on 

those form s which ore most adequate . 
- Gwyneth Williams. 

F'RA TERNAL WO·RKERS1 FUND 

A number of Methodist and other young people hove gone to 

serve, some at sacrificial rotes, with the Churches of South-East 

Asia. The recent Church Conference hos a sked the Overseas 

Missions Boord to consider these people and their relationship to 

our Church, reporting to the next synods and Conference. In the 

meantime a fund has been opened, whereby such workers may be 

assisted in respect of any emergencies that may arise. Some £30 

were contributed by members of the Church Conference at lnver­

corgill and further gifts for this fund will be received and acknow­

ledged by the Treasurer, Methodist Overseas Missions Fund, Box 

5023, Auckland, C. l . 

A MISSIONARY CENTENARY 
(from page 3) 

Europe. His wide knowledge of the 

peoples of the Western Pacific enabled 

him to write concerning their man­

ners, customs and folklore . He con­

tributed papers on anthropology and 

ethnology, and provided several col ­

lections and specimens of natural 

history for museums and zoological 

societies. The honorary degree of 

Doctor of Divinity was conferred on 

him by the McGill University of 

Toronto in Canada for Scientific and 

Language Research in the Pacific. 

New Britain hos long been known a s 

George Brown College. His name is 

still honoured in the Pacific Miss ion 

Fields, and we pay our tribute to hi s 

memory a century after he left our 

shores to help win the Pacific for 

Christ . 

The Teachers' Training School in 

T he Of1en D oor 

- Clarence T. J . Luxton . 

MALE TEACHER 
WANTED 

For Intermediate Class in 

one of our Mission Schools in 

the Solomon Islands. 
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NEW MEN IN CHRIST 
A survey of our missionary task presented at A ucklancl 
by the General Secretary of Overseas Missions (the 
Rev. S. G. Andrews) to the annual meeting of 

the Nlission Board. 

From New Testament days, 
Christian conversion has been a revo­
lutiono ry experience. Then, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, a man • 
acknowledged Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. It marked life's turning 
point. Such a convert, whether for­
merly Jewish legalist' or Gentile 
libertine, had died to the old life. So 
Paul sees a likeness to death and 
resurrection 
emergence 
baptism. 

in immersion and 
from the waters 

re­
of 

One vivid experience recall from 
my months in the Solomons in 1958 
was when I was called to administer 
Christion baptism to three adult men. 
They were partners in a small village 
trading venture . 

No other influence had been as 
strong for their conversion as the 
fellowship of that village congrega­
tion, among whom they had come 
originally as strangers. Each had 
followed his own way till he faced 
the claims of Christ'. One had been 
a notable sinner. One, influenced 
earlier by a sect, hod been drawn 
towards the Gospel again by his 
Christion wife. Another, who hod 
left his home village as a lad, before 
the Gospel reached it, now in ad­
vanced years faced for the first time 
the challenge of the Christ. 

I have dwelf upon conversion be­
cause surely it is the primary aim of 
such a mission as ours that men and 
women ·should come to the knowledge 
of God in Christ. This year, as we 
rejoice in the reports of the first 
conversions in our Highland field, it 

r, 

is sobering to reflect th;t there ore 
far more non-Christians in the world 
today than there were when the Holy 
Spirit first ~isited the apostles with 
power on the day of Pentecost. 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE: 
CONVERSION AND CHARACTER 

But' conversion is only the begin­
ning. A fellow missionary to whom 
I described those adult baptisms, re­
marked "I hope their business prac­
tices hove also been baptised into 
Christ." 

Paul ·taught that when a man be­
comes a Christion, his life is re­
orientated. The change of direction 
is immediate, but the renewal of the 
man's nature and character is a 
continuing process. The work of 
sanctifying - making saints - goes 
on continually in the lives of Chris­
tians, though there are "fightings 
without and fears within" that con 
thwart and hinder. The Epistles show 
us how gradually and at times pain­
fully, the newborn saints picked t heir 
way through error. "let him that 
stole steal no mor¢," writes Paul to 
t'he Ephesians. In bther words, "Be­
come what you are; live not as you 
were, but as Christ empowers you. 
... "Be not conformed to this world , 

but be ye transformed." 

Disquieting trends in the Solomons 
this year have sent some of us back 
to the epistles. For example, t hat 
record of Paul's dealings with the Cor­
inthian Church that is apt to repel 
us. Do we see here the prototype of 
the congregational bickering and 
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jealousy, a pattern all too familiar to 

the modern missionary? But looked 

ot from another viewpoint, we see in 

Corinthians the new Christians in pro­

cess of transformation. On the mis­

sion fields of today many modern mis­

sionary services shore as agents in 

that transformation . Schools build 

up Christion competence and char­

acter; industrial missions help people 

replace aggressive head-hunting by 

peaceful industry . A m1ss1onory 

writes to me " The holiest lesson for 

on Islander to learn is the joy of 

doing a fair piece of work." 

But these fine social , medical ond 

educational services con create prob­

lems. The mission that come to evon-

asked to agree to the appointment of 

wo Islands ministers as circuit super­

intendents. Personally I rejoice t'o do 

it, regretting only that they ore still 

Tongan ministers whom we must ap­

point because no Solomon Islanders 

.:ire ready. 

The current, worldwide rejection of 

" colonialism" is one factor leading 

to a serious questioning of our kind 

of missionary organisation. It is 50 

years since Roland Allen first indfco­

ted how radically modern missionary 

methods differed from those of St. 

Poul. Admittedly these ore not New 

Testament days. But ore we justified 

in acting so differently from the 

apostles? 

s~otter Bo and his wife Mary, from Choiseul, pioneering 

at Guala in the Highlands. 

gelise hos remained to instruct and 

pastor. True , notional converts hove 

been trained as village evangelists 

and pastors, a s teachers and medical 

orderlies. In the Central Pacific, we 

Methodists first called some such 

men " assistant native ministers," and 

the role of assistants hos persisted 

longer than the name. Too often, a s 

local Islanders hove token over pas­

toral duties, the European missionary 

hos ' 'wit'hdrown upwards," to quote 

Bishop Newbigin, retaining on over­

all control of church polity and dis­

cipline. At this Boord we ore being 

Th e Op~n Door 

The longest period which St . Poul 

spent a s a missionary in one place 

was at Ephesus, where he stayed two 

years. In most' places, he preached, 

baptised and passed on, leaving the 

discipline of the local church to local ­

ly appointed elders. True, he did not 

hesitate to intervene, as with the 

Corinthians, when dissensions and 

gross immorality appeared, but he 

never proceeded over the heads of 

the local congregation . Rother, he 

exhorted them to deal , themselves, 

ofter the mind of Christ, with mat-

ters of disorder. 
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Certainly it is salutary to read in 
a superintendent's report this year 
that, near a mission station where 
there were years of personal con­
trol by a revered m1ss1onory 
there is found t'odoy a paucity of 
local leadership, and on unwilling­
ness on the part of the nominal 
church leaders to face responsibility 
of the spiritual and moral well-being 
of the people. 

Here, then, is on unresolved ques­
tion of missionary philosophy, Is the 
process of sanctifying, ofter all, best 
left to the Holy Spirit, working 

reached China, but their work perish­
ed. The Church of St. Thomas come 
to terms with Hindu culture. Islam, 
coupled with Arabic civilisation, 
closed off North Africa and the 
Levant. 

When Christian missions began 
again outside Europe, they accom­
panied the full tide of Western cul­
tural expansion. Historically, this 
hos token place whilst Eastern cul­
tures were relatively weak and ap­
parently declining. There seemed 
little need to discriminate too closely 
between the Gospel and the social 

Mendi wome n at prayer. 

through the fellowship of the local 
congregation? If so, what then of 
the missionary after the people hove 
been evangelised? 

CHRIST AND CULTURE 
New Testament Christianity spread 

quickly through the area of Greco­
Romon culture. Where this hod been 
further enriched by Hebroid influences 
- where there were "God feorers" 
and believing Gentiles - the Gospel 
usually took root first in a pagan city. 
For the next 1500 years there were 
few · durable contacts between the 
Gospel and other world cultures, save 
in Northern Europe. The Nestorions 
moved through the Middle East and 
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standards and norms of Western 
Christendom. Too often, Western 
st'ondords, culture, dress, even modes 
of worship, have been imparted as 
port of the Christian heritage, and 
been accepted as standards for Africa 
and Indio too - yes and for the 
Pacific. Too seldom hove we been 
able to separate the true marks of 
the Christian, marks of universal 
vo lidity, from the accretions that have 
attached to them in Europe and 
America . 

This attitude hos now provoked 
reaction. Need we be surprised that 
today the ancient cultural systems 
hove been revived, and the theory re-

The Open Door 



emerged that to be a good citizen 

one should conform to one's historic 

religious heritage? To be a good 

citizen in Ceylon today, one should 

evidently be a Buddhist, or so they 

soy. 

My present intention is not t'o re­

capitulate the old debate: con other 

faiths be bridges over which a man 

con poss to faith in Christ? (Suffice 

to soy that in any such bridge, there 

is always a broken arch - a gulf to 

be leapt by faith, but it is not a gulf 

that completely cuts off the Christion 

from the folkways, languages and 

customs of his people or from their 

more fundomento I questions than 

these . It involves discrimination be­

tween those folkways (polygamy, 

sorcery and exposure of infants) that 

ore clearly contrary to the mind of 

Christ, and those bonds and influ ­

ences, which, if they were removed, 

would isolate the Christion, render­

ing him on economic and social od­

d":ty - one divorced from his notion 

and society, a potential rice-Christion . 

BAPTISED INTO ONE BODY 

Because other world religions ore 

resurgent, we must not be blind to 

the current process of unification , 

Inside the initiation house, New Guinea Highlands. 

national aspirations. These too must 

be penetrated by the spirit of Christ 

and t'ronsformed by Him. Surely this 

transformation is also port of the 

mission of the Church where she 

stands as a minority movement in the 

great emergent notions of today.>. 

Now, this is not just a matter of 

whether church archit'ecture should be 

Gothic or Indian; whether Tamil 

lyrics ore to be preferred to transla­

tions of Moody and Sankey, or 

whether Pacific Islanders, who usual­

ly sit crosslegged on the floor, should 

sit on pews instead. There ore for 

T he Open Door 

going on the world over. So for it is 

n,oinly a technological unification . 

Primitive highlanders ore seeing and 

riding in aircraft before wheeled 

land transport'. Muslims on pilgrim­

age to Mecca now often use air 

travel. 

The speed of travel and modern 

means of moss communication ore 

fast transforming the world into one 

vast neighbourhood. Christians ore 

set in the world. portly to bear wit­

ness to God's having mode of one 

blood all notions of men. They wor­

ship God, who in Christ calls men 
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who were once strangers to be fellow­
citizens with all the saints. 

In the past we have a 11 too often 
been content to win individ-...101 con­
verts and to link them with local 
congregations. These in turn have 
formed part's of regional Methodist 
districts or Baptist unions. Links have 
been forged with metropolitan coun­
tries from which the missionaries 
had come. In the Pacific the Pro­
testants of Tahiti doubtless today, 
look to France where their parent 
Society is now domiciled . The 
Samoan Congregationalists have look 
ed to the London Missionary Socie 
and the Method.ists of Fiji to the 
mother church in Australia. Not only 
have they been ignorant of the wider 
world life of Christ'ians but they have 
been unaware of each other. Visitors 
at the East Asian Christian Council 
rejoiced at the prospect of repairing 
their own ignorance of East Asia. To 
their surprise they found the East 
Asian Christians largely ignorant of 
each other. The proposed 1961 con­
ference in Samoa of Pacific Islands 
churchmen should similarly helo to 
overcome mutual ignorance. . 

TO TH E END OF TH E WORLD 

When the Risen Saviour told His 
men that power would come to them 
and that they would be His witnesses 
it' is likely that by the "end of the 
world," they understood the bounds 
of the Roman Empire. But we have 
gradually come to see that Christ's 
mission is universal. Ours is a Cos­
mic Saviour. The whole creation is in 
travail till His reign is complete. So 

VOLUNTARY SERVICE WORKERS 
Mr. Angus Langlands and Miss 

Joan Parkin of England are two 
young volunteers under the scheme 
organised by the British Churches 
for voluntary service in British colon­
ial territories overseas. These two 

JO 

the Church which we hove learned to 
coll His body is likewise universal -
despite its apparent fragmentot'ion . 
Let us not add to the fragmentation 
by failure to preach and demonstrate 
the Church universal. When we bap­
tise a convert, let us remember that . 
we act' on behalf of the Church uni ­
versal. As the convert grows in grace , 
let us introduce him and his local 
congregation, however primitive his 
environment, or simple his experience, 
to Christ as the Lord of the whole 
world, whose men are found in every 
nation. 

Sometimes in unexpected ways that 
very service is rendered . Some years 
ago a flood near Lucknow moved 
Australian Methodists t'o take uo on 
offering for Indian flood relief.· A 
Tongan missionary, one of the two 
now nominated to be superintendents, 
was returning through Sydney from 
furlough and sow the collection being 
token A few weeks later his primi­
tive congregation in Bougainville sent 
the General Secret'ary at Sydney the 
mm of £30, their love gift for Indian 
flood relief. I have twice met that 
congregation . Simple people, whose 
fathers 35 years ago were heathen . 
I doubt whether they had ever 1. re­
viously heard of India. But led by 
their Tongan :nissionary they were 
moved, out of very slender resources 
to make such a gift. In making it, 
they were acting as part of the Church 
universal into which they and their 
fathers had been baptised . 

-S. G. Andrews. 

young people have arrived in the 
British Solomon Islands and for twelve 
months will give honorary service 
there with our mission. Their fares 
are paid from England, but' keep and 
a small allowance are the responsi­
bility of the Solomon Islands District. 
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MOMENTOUS MEETING 
The th irty-six members of the Foreign Mission Board who gathe red on October 

19th at Auckland made several significant decisions. In order to lighten 

the main agenda , Auckland members had met earl ier to deal with routine 

and less important matters. Important committee sessions, both or. policy 

and finance , we re reflected in some of the Board's major decisions. Present 

by invitation was the Rev. G. Carter, the Chairman of t.he Solomon Islands 

District, whose two weeks stay in the Dominion concluded on October 27th . 

THE BOARD HEARD THAT 

• Over 50 enquire rs at Tori in 

the New Guinea Highlands ore 

now receiving instruction as 

cotechumens. 

• November 23rd marked the 10th 

anniversary of the Highlands Mis­

sion. On that dote in 1950 the 

Rev. G. H. Young and his pioneer 

party reached Mendi. 

• Permits hove now been secured 

for Mrs. Keightley and the child­

ren to reside on the new mission 

station site secured at Puril near 

Nipo . 

• Solomon Islanders, who hove al­

ready raised £500 for on overseas 

scholarship fund within the 

Church, invited the Boord to open 

a similar fund in New Zealand. 

• Our Honiara Church, the first truly 

ecclesiastical piece of architecture 

in that town, was to be opened on 

November 12th. 

• The stotistico I returns from the 

Solomons reveal a Methodist com­

munity of well over 21,000. More 

than 50 per cent of them ore 

under 18. 

• The District experiences concern 

over a somewhat hysterical re­

ligious movement that hos affect­

ed part of the Roviono Circuit. 
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• Miss Vivienne Gosh of Rongioro 

hos been accepted by t he Austro l­

ion Mission Boord for training at 

Sydney and secondary teaching in 

Fiji. 

THE BOARD RECOMMENDED . . . 

Part of the work of the Board's 

annual meeting is to prepare the 

overseas missions business that is 

presented to Conference. The fol­

lowing steps were recommended : 

• The change in name of the Depart­

ment from Methodist Foreign 

Missionary Society of New Zea­

land to "the Overseas Missions 

Department of the Methodist 

Church of New Zealand." 

• The reduction from 30 to 20 in 

the number of Auckland members 

of the Boord. The distant mem­

bers will remain at' the earlier 

figure of twelve plus overseas rep­

resentatives when available . 

• The appointment of a committee 

to collaborate with the Solomon 

Islands District in preparing a con­

stitution for that District. 

• The adoption of accounts showing 

record returns from New Zealand 

circuits, and economies overseas 

resulting in a small surplus for 

1959-60. 

• Estimates to be accepted which 

allowing for the complete success 
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of the connexiona I budget next 
year, nevertheless include an an­
ticip'.Jted deficit of £2,964 . 

• Concurrence in the Australian ap­
pointment of the Rev. R. L. 
Barnes as Chairman of the New 
Guinea Highlands District . 

• That Conference and the Church 
take note of the needs for over­
seas staff: two teachers as soon 
as possible and the filling of the 
vacant New Zealand minister's 
post a year hence . 

• That two Tongan m1ss1onaries of 
experience be appointed circuit 
superintendents: the Rev . John 
Toufo for the new Kieto Circuit 
and the Rev. Daniel Palovi for 
Vella Lovella . The Rev. A. C. 
Watson is to transfer to important 
responsHJilities, in caring for the 
Methodists of Honiara and ad­
jacent areas. 

THE BOARD DECIDED 

• To send greetings to the Methodist 
Missionary Society in Britain, since 

Rev. C. J. a nd Mrs. Keightley new establishing 
Puril station in N ipa Circu it . 

• That the Revs. John Bltibule and 
Joel Zio be ordained, and that as 
a fraternal visitor, the Rev. E. C. 
Leadley will go out in January to 
shore in th is occasion. 

• That Mr. Leslie Boseto be accepted 
for the ministry. 

. • That the Kieto section of Buin 
Circuit become a circuit, and that 
Morovo become on independent 
section within the Roviono Circuit, 
with a view to circuit status being 
accorded a year hence . 
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1960 marks the bicentenary of 
the first' Methodist venture in the 
West Indies. 

• Likewise to greet New Zealand 
Methodists serving in other 
Methodist and ecumenical ser­
vice overseas, and in particular 
Mr. and Mrs. Ion Horris who left 
as N.C.C. fraternal workers for 
I ndonesio on the first day of the 
Boord . 

• To arrange an inspection of all 
our Solomon lslnnds properties, 
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with a view to better stev..:irdship 
of resources the re. 

• To dra w on the Board 's own Leper 
Fund to provide fo r a new hosp ital 
theatre and X-ray bu ildi ng fo r 
Dr. Hoult. 

• To proceed with the design and 
construction of a vessel to replace 
the MALA KUNA, the sh ip to be 
fi na nced from lost year's wa r 
da mage grant balance. 

• To t'a ke adva ntage of tourist class 
air-fa res now a vailable as far as 
New Guinea and to insure all 
missionary travellers of our society 
against air travel ri sks. 

• To approve the visit of the Rev. 
Joel Zia to represent the Solomon 
Islands Church a t the Pacific Study 
Conference a rranged for S:::imoa by 
the Interna tional Missionary Coun­
cil in April , 1961. The General 
Secretory wi II also Gttend a s or, 
observer. 

• To subsidise local se lf-help ""i th 
sectional mission schoo l build ings 
in the Solomons, not rri c re th ·:: n 
£200 in any one yecr. 

• To establish a vessel~ reo lacem0nt 
fund , by appropriati ng cnnuo lly 
for that purpose the first' £500 of 
available legacy mane~,, normally 
all devoted t ::, bu ildi n~J ar,d e·7uip­
ment required ove rsea s. 

• To p rovide -.1 fur !' ht:r teacher fo r 
the trai n ing centre at Kekesu . 
Sister Kath leen Shaw proceeded 
there in November frc m Sydney, 
to join Sister Thelma Dut h h:=?. 

• To approve the establishmen t of a 
joint theological college near 
Rabaul to serve the New Guinea 
0 .e ., New Britain) and Solomon 
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Rev. John Taufa, superinte ndent of 
the new Kieta Circuit, and his wife 

Amalani . 

Islands District . Details ere st ill 
to be work~d out. 

• To appoint Miss Be ryl Grice a s a 
missionary teaching sister as from 
l st February, 196 1, when her se r­
vice under the Order of St. Stephen 
will hove concluded . 

• To accept the offer of the De p:::irt­
ment of Christian Education to 
make available Miss Bernice Birch 

to serve one year under the Orde r 

of St. St'ephen as pharmacist in 

the District, with a view to train ­
ing Islanders also. 

• To equip the Cicely with a suitable 

refrigerator. 

• To author ise the Chairman to have 

Island properties resurveyed, a s 

and when t his is possible . 
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SYNOD AT KIHILI, 1960 
The Synod this year was held at 

Kihili, Buin, where the Rev. Philip 
Taylor, and Mrs. Taylor and their 
two little children are. We arrived 
there on Thursday, 25th August, 
and spent two nights there, and then 
on Saturday, 27th August, we went 
to Siwai. The first area where Mr. 
Goldie and Mr. Wheen planted the 
Gospel there was at Harinoi. Some of 
us went by land on Land Rover and 
tractor. The journey was about 40 
miles from Kihili. Some of us went 
round the south coast of Bougain­
ville on the "Ozama Twomey" to 

s ide . Several choirs stood up and 
sang during that service . I should 
say that it was one of the best ser­
vices I ever hod in my life . I first 
visited Tonu in 1928 and 1929. In 
the lost year, I went there with the 
Rev. Tom Dent and Mrs. Dent' and 
stayed there for about three months. 
From that time on up to present, 
there was a great difference in the 
lives of these people . Glory be to 
God who has done these great works 
among these people . We were sent 
to various villages to toke afternoon 
services. On Monday morning, many 

Rev. and Mrs. Philip Taylor, on furlough this month. 

Siwai Beach. It took us four hours 
from Kihili to that destination. When 
we got there, the sea was calm and 
we all got on shore safely. From there 
some of us walked up to Tonu which 
is about ten miles inland. We who 
went on the "Ozama Twomey" got 
to Tonu first. On Sunday 28th Sep­
tember we had a big service which 
was conducted by the Chairman . 
Many people came to that service . 
The Church was full as it could hold, 
and there were still more people out-

of us were picked up by the tractor 
and went down to the beach . Isaac 
Vulo and myself walked down . We 
got there first before anybody else 
or the "Ozama Twomey." 

The sea was rough and some of us 
nearly lost our lives. But we all got 
safely on board and also reached 
Kihili all righf. During Synod, we 
talked about many good things that 
will help our future generations . You 
know that I can't tell you everything 
that happened in our Synod. But I 
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should say that I may tell you briefly 
a few th ings which I hope may be of 
interest to you . 

1. THE DISTRICT GIRLS' SCHOOL 

I should soy that t h is school of 
the young girls will provide better 
wives for teachers and pastors in the 
days to come . They both in school 
and domestic work undertake bett'er 
training than any other girls in our 
District. 

2. THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

IN RABAUL 

This proposed College is to be 
erected for all Melanesians to attend, 
including both territories, the Ter­
ritory of New Guinea and the British 
Solomon Islands. This means that 
our young generation will be well 
trained to become better preachers 
of the Gospel in the future. We be­
lieve t'hot God will do His port in this 
work of building this College. 

3. STUDENTS OVERSEAS 

The Synod suggested that when 
available more students be sent over­
seas for further training . This means 
that each boy and girl must be smart 
and bright in both knowledge and 
wisdom. These young people will be 
the hope of both territories, in the 
days to come. 

4. THE MINISTRY 

There ore some more young men 
who wish to offer themselves to God's 
work to become ministers. This 
reveals to us that our native Church 
is growing bit by bit. 1:-he more 
native ministers we hove the more 
the work grows. 

Th e Open Door 

5. HIGH SCHOOL 

The wish of the Synod is t'o erect 

a better High School for our young 

people. A better qualified teacher 

(European) is needed for this school. 

I understand the Synod is investi­

gating this matter. If our Solomon 

Islands young people be well edu­

cated and if they use their schooling 

in the right way with the encourage­

ment of the Church, they will grow 

up in the knowledge of spiritual. 

things. All these things will work 

together for the good of all . 

6. OUR NEXT SUNDAY AT KIHILI 

We hove hod a big lotu at Kihili. 

The Church was full of people. We 

hod several choirs such as the Girls' 

School Choir which was conducted by 

a native girl. There was one choir 

of the Solomon Islands Represent'o ­

tives and also one from the Govern­

ment school boys from Kangu which 

was conducted by one of their teach­

ers. These choirs were very interest­

ing to us all. We felt sure that God 

was with us in that service . 

7. OUR LAST SERVICE AT KIHILI 

Before the rising up of the sun we 

went down t'o the beach and when 

everybody got there we hod a brief 

lotu led by the Rev. A. McDonald . 

After that we shook hands with each 

other, and got on board the "Ozama 

Twomey" and bound for our homes . 

Thank you very much Kihili boys and 

girls, especially Mr. and Mrs. Taylor 

for your most welcome hospitality. 

-Joel Zia. 
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ABOUT 
GOSSIPING THE GOSPEL 

Mr. Gordon Dey writes from Tori, 
" The people are gossiping the Gospel . 
A man who is hard of hearing be­
lieves because his nephew tells him 
the sermons. The same man never 
married because he sees husbands 
and wives always fighting. No. l wife 
brings No. 2 wife for confession of 
faith and says, 'I will bring my hus­
band when I talk to him a bit more .' " 

FURLOUGHS 

Sister Myra Fraser arrived on de­
layed furlough early in October, but' 
in time to attend the M.W.M.U. Con­
ference. Sister Phyllis Rudolph ar­
rived at Auckland, October 29th, 
and a fortnight later was married at 
Whangarei to Mr. Colin Albert, with 
whom she will now be going to serve 
at Ulu in the New Guinea Methodist 
Circuit. Mr. John Miller is due home 
shortly following two terms of service 
as a mission joiner at Roviana. Mr. 
Rodney Fleury of Dunedin also re­
cently came on furlough . 

NEW CARPENTER 

Mr. Jack Freeman of Dorgaville 
Circuit left for the Solomons on 14th 
October. He is going for a year under 
the Order of St. Stephen and may 
continue thereafter. 

PEOPLE 

Mr. Jack Freeman. 

CHRISTMAS WITH 
GRANDPARENTS 

Mostly our children would rejoice 
at' the prospect. But we should like it 
borne in mind that three of our mis­
sionaries' children ore spending not 
only Christmas but three years at a 
time with their grandparents. Ruth 
Cornwell stays with Mr. and Mrs. 
C. D. Shoosmith whilst she goes to 
school at Masferton . Similarly Graham 
and Leslie McDonald ore with Mrs. 
McDonald Senior at Broodwood. Ian 
Carter who has lived in a Roboul · 
Hostel all the year expects to have 
Christmas with his parents at Mundo . 

We ore concerned only to 
point out that missionary 
service often entails family 
separation, and to plead that 
those thus concerned be 
remembered in the prayers 
of our supporters. 

Two Tari patriarchs. 



IS IT NOTHING TO YOU? 
W hen we participate in the 

National Council of Churches' Christ­
mas Appea l we do more than grant 
our material support to the porticular 
projects as listed. Such support is a 
mea ningful act of a very important 
kind. 

OUR WITNESS 

In the first place we are declaring 
our unity with our fellow-C h ristians 
in Asia and strengthening their wit­
ness to Jesus Christ. This, of coursE:, 
is true directly and literally in the 
sense that we are supporting them 
and making possible their Christian 
programmes of evangelism, education 
and service. For example, it is by our 
New Zealand gift alone that the 
work and sacrifice of the Christians 
in Formosa are supplemented, so that 
their medical and evangelistic team 
can go out every day into an entirely 
neglected area of their country, and 
not just on some days. But even 
where this is not so obviously true, 
it yet remains that every penny we 
contribute to the appeal is in fact a 
declaration of our unity with the 
people of Christ who are responsible 
for the work of His Church among 
over half the human race . 

Secondly, we are shoring in a par­
ticular way in the Christian ministry 
to the needs of men and women. The 
judgment scene, as portrayed in the 
words of Jesus in Matthew 25, should 
hove a fearful aspect for people who 
live on the pinnacle of the world's 
material prosperity as we do. Through 
the Christmas Appeal we have an op­
portunity, through the hands of our 
fellow Christians to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, educate and frain 
the illiterate. 

INTER CHURCH AID 

In the third place, by our participa-
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tion we are widening our own out­
reach overseas by sharing in a new 
aspect of the Chu rch around the 
world. This thing which we call 
"Inter-Church Aid" is not new, in the 
sense that Christians and churches 
hove always helped one another in 
times of sp<!cial need, but it is new 
in the sense that for the first time 
in the history of the churches there 
is a definite instrument by which 
the needs of each can be made known 
and can be met without any loss of 
dignity to either the donor or the 
receiver Church. In World Refugee 
Year over £38,000,000 sterling was 
contributed in Inter-Church Aid 
round the world, and in normal years 
it is about' £17,000,000. Our one 
annua I effort in the Christmas Appea I 
in New Zealand is a meaningful par­
ticipation in this new emphasis. 

THE CHALLENGE 

Fourthly, our giving is a blow struck 
at the injustice of the world's in­
equalities. The strength of the blow 
depends, of course, on the quality of 
our giving . The world is full of in­
equalit'ies between rich nations, be­
tween so-called poor nations, and 
most of all between rich and poor. 
Because of these inequalities the 
world is filled with hatred and fear, 
resentment and self pity. However 
one explains the origins of the in­
equalities, their present existence is 
obviously a challenge that' the human 
race should learn the meaning of con­
cern for neighbour, and should under­
take the practice of genuine sharing . 
Surely this is a challenge from God 
and, as it were, is our apprentice­
ship in the kind of sharing which will 
be basic in life in the Kingdom. 
How much do we really care about 
the injustice of t'he world's in­
equalities? 

17 



Finally, it con be said without ir­
reverence that our support of this 
appeal is a ministering to our Lord 
Who if was Who bears the pain of the 
sufferings and injustices of life in 
Asia. The selection of our theme 
picture for the appeal was not mode 
lightly. It is the thorn-crowned Head 
of Christ that we remember in Asia, 
and it is significant that the carving 
from which this picture was token 
was a gift to us from a Church in 
Indonesia. We hove it in His own 
words that what we do in service of 
the "little ones" in need, we do unto 
Him, and when we ore guilty of 
neglect it is likewise neglect of Him. 

In terms of money the target of 
the Christmas Appeal for 1960 is 
set at £35,000. The real target of 
the appeal is that New Zealand Chris­
tians should participate sacrificially 
and meaningfully and underst'onding­
ly in the reality that the appeal 
s ignifies. 

- Alon A. Brosh . 

President: 

The Rev. A. E. Orr, M.B.E. 

P.O. Box 5014, 

Auckland, C. 1 . 

14th October, 1960. 

I om pleased to commend to the 
Methodist people of New Zealand the 
Annual Christmas Appeal of the 
N.C.C. 

The plight of many of the dis­
tressed folk in various countries to­
day is such that it demands the 
ott'ention and sympathetic considera­
tion of every Christion . In New Zea-

JR 

The Thorn-Crowned Head 

land, we hove been wonderfully 
blessed by our Heavenly Father and 
as Christmas time approaches with oil 
its wonder and surprise and our 
hearts ore stirred by the Christmas 
message, I trust that oil our people 
will look upon it as a privi_lege to 
shore in this worthy appeal for our 
brethren who badly need our assist­
ance . 

With Christion greetings, 

Yours sincerely, 

A. EVERIL ORR, 

President. 
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Our M.W.M.U. Pages 
Greefings All , 

The M.W .M.U. Dominion Execu­

tive hove completed one year of their 

term of office with the Annual Con­

ference held in the Bonk Street 

Church Timoru. This was a time of 

rich fellowship for the 128 women 

attending and the reports of the year ' s 

work were most heartening and we 

give thanks to Almighty God. 

The Timaru Arrangements Com­

mittee and our Hostesses were most 

kind and we ore very grateful to all 

who hod any part in the efficient 

planning and carrying through of the 

Conference entertainment. 

The invitation to hold Conference 

next year at Wellington was grate­

fully accepted. 

FOUR s1snRS 

We were delighted to hove in 

Conference with us Sist'ers Norma 

Groves and Myra Fraser (Overseas) 

and Anne Wilson and Doreen Bui­

ford (Home). We hope they sensed 

the love and keen interest the women 

hove for them in their special . work 

and that they returned refreshed and 

stimulated and with a better know­

ledge of the work of t'he Union . 

I hove just had the privilege of 

attending the annual meeting of the 

Overseas Mission Boord in Auckland . 

Here one really hears the inside story 

of the tremendous work that our 

Church is undertaking in the Islands 

of the Pacific . Here one hears of_ 

the self sacrifice and devot'ion of that 

gallant comp::my of men and women 

dedicated to this work. 

Reports from the Islands Synod 

presented to us by the Chairman, 

the Rev . Geo Car1er certainly gave us 

a picture of the great advances being 

T h e O f1en D oor 

mode and the contribut'ion the Island 

people ore making in leadership. 

The vast new area with its thous­

ands in the New Guinea Highlands 

district is making urgent demands for 

more and more workers. Rev. R. L. 

Barnes soys "As a district we ore 

bewildered by the magnitude of the 

opportunities as against the smallness 

of our human resources. It' is esti ­

mated that approximately 90,000 

people are within easy reach in this 

area .'' 

It is pleasing to know that the in ­

terest of the Solomon Islands Method­

ists in the New Guinea Highlands field 

has been further quickened . An over­

seas missionary committ'ee has been 

set up and various financial grants 

made from the fund established by 

the Solomon Islands circuits them­

selves. Also four more Solomon 

Islanders are designated for the 

Highlands field . 

DEACONESS ORDER 

The information that the S. I. 

Synod recommends that a Deaconess 

Order be established within the S. I. 

Methodist Church and that it be 

linked with the Order in N.Z . was 

received. This is surely a forward 

move . 

This month breakup parties will be 

the order of the day. Moy I on behalf 

of the Dominion Executive wish you 

all a happy, refreshing holiday season 

with the deep joy and thankfulness 

the Christmas message brings to all 

Christians, 

Yours most sincerely, 

AMY E. RICHARDS, 

Dominion President . 
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M.W.M.U. CONFERENCE at TIMARU, OCTOBER 1960 
Each year as we arrive at our An­

nual Conference we look forward to 
renewing friendships mode over the 
years, and also fo making new 
friends. One of the highlights of 
post Conferences has been the won­
derful atmosphere of fellowship which 
permeates the gathering, and this 
year was no exception. 

On the Tuesday afternoon the Con­
ference was opened at the Bcnk Street 
Church Hall, and a warm welcome 
given by the Rev. A. 0. Jones, who 
mentioned t'he very important port 

Sister Norma Graves addressed 
the Conference 

played by the women in the mission­
ary work of the Church. The Lady 
Mayor in her welcome to the city 
said: "My thoughts kept returning 
time and time again to the questions 
and problems of the present-day 
world, when I tried t'o think of what 
I would soy to you today. Until 
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people accept the challenge of the 
living Christ we will not find a way 
out of our difficulties. We must stand 
for all things that ore good in order 
to he Ip solve the world's problems." 

Loter, in the Church, the singing 
of the Doxology and prayer began 
the sessions. We hove to thank our 
President, Mrs . Richards for her 
leadership given in her opening re ­
marks and for her gracious words at 
all times. 

The secretary's report was dis­
cussed and the thanks of the Confer­
ence was given to Mrs. Gerry for her 
competent handling of the duties . 
There ore three new Auxiliaries and 
fhe interest in the work is growing . 

The Treasurer, Miss Hendro, then 
gave her report and we ore thrilled 
that the response to our appeal for 
the Special Objective was such a good 
one. In every deportment there ore 
increases so that we know that these 
are outward and visible signs of a 
deep and active devofion to the cause 
of Christ and His Kingdom. The in ­
terest taken in Kurahuna by our 
women is shown by the increase to 
over £2000 this year, and in these 
days of rising costs we feel that our 
Matron and Committee will be able 
to do their work without undue worry. 
The St'amp Fund was another thrill 
the total of £1,307 12s. 6d. being 
on all-time high . The Special Ob­
jective total of £2,750 8s. 9d. will 
enable some much needed amenities 
and equipment to be installed at Te 
Rahui (W). Miss Hendra was thank­
ed for her services and we were in­
terested to hear that the giving for 
t'he year was £2 14s. Sd. per member. 

The Secretary's report was discus­
sed and the thanks of the Conference 
was given to Mrs. Gerry for her com­
petent handling of the duties. There 
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are three new Auxiliaries and the 
interest in the work is growing . 

We were privileged to have Rev. 
A. Everill Orr, President of the 
Methodist Conference, to speak to 
us. Mr. Orr gave us a very challen·g­
ing address and also sang that 
beautiful song "How Great Thou 
Art'." He said "There is a lift in the 
life of the Church at the present 
time, and it is a great joy to me. It 
is true that many people are turning 
to the message of God in these days. 
We need to look at our zeal, to see 
if we match the zeal of the Commun­
ists and others. A deeper commit­
ment to Jesus Christ is needed. We 
should care for other people. I would 
use the word "core" in place of the 
words "love and charity" in I Cor­
inthians 13 . People want to feel that 
we core for them. Today Steward­
ship and Evangelism ore vital in the 
life of fhe Church." 

SPECIAL OBJECTIVE FOR 1961 

It was decided that the special ob­
jective for 1961 be for a Girls' Dor­
mitory at Roreinang, in the Kieta 
section of the Buin Circuit. Any 
money left is to be a !located at next 
Conference. 

Sister Norma Graves: In thanking 
tne ladies for their welcome Sister 
Norma said that she had been a mem­
ber of the M.W.M.U. since 1947 but 
this was the first time she had been 
able to attend Conference. Her mes­
sage was "Ye also helping together 
by prayer for us." I know that you 
will not fail us and will not forget 
that the need for your prayers is 
always there. You have changes here 
and we have changes in the Solo­
mons. The buildings have changed, 
the Church life has changed, Bible 
Classes and G.L.B. have started. 
There were 110 women at the World 
Day of Prayer. Women are taking a 
bigger part in the life of the Lotu. 
Sister Norma also sang for us. 

MARTON CONFERENCE 
Mrs. Richards opened the discus­

sion by saying: "We must go step by 
step. We feel thaf if at this Con­
ference and the Guild Fellowshio Con­
ference next month our wom;n will 
accept the principles of these find ­
ings, we will have accomplished much . 
We women are inclined to impatience, 
the slow way is often hard. This is 
not our Master's way - His way is 
a living patience. After discussion it 
was decided that the two Dominion 
Executives go ahead with their meet­
ings. 

Sister Anne Wilson spoke to us of 
her work at Hawera. She thanked 
the women for their prayers and prac­
tical help through the Stamp Fund. 
She gave a few of her experiences 
over the years in her district. "We 
come to the Maoris with the message 
of the Love of God. The Church, the 
body of believers, is His, and that 
includes us all - we are the Church . 
We need to remember that we 
ore two races but one family . 
The differences of language, culture 
and custom ore there but we are 
living ,in a changing world and we 
must see that we are good neighbours 
to our Maori brothers and sist'ers. We 
must learn to core and grow up to­
gether. Maybe God has separated us 
by language but He has brought us 
together in His love. We ore not per­
fect but we a re God's. 

"It was a black man from Africa 
who carried His Cross. 

"It was a Hebrew woman who was 
chosen to be His mother. 

" It was a Samorit'on man who 
ministered to Him. 

" It was a stranger who returned 
to give thanks." 

On Friday morning a Communion 
Service closed the Conference and we 
returned to our homes feeling that 
it was good to have been there and 
to have met toegtner for a while. 

-G.M.C. 
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