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WITNESSES 
" YE SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO ME"-Acts l :8. 

IN JERUSALEM: Right here at hand : 

Let us seek God's leading and guidance, that we may be alert to the 

opportunities for witness and service in our Churches and community, and 

given courage to seize and use them in His name and Spirit. 

Intercede with God: For your minister, deaconess, youth workers, 

mission secretaries, for all local .workers and sufferers in 

Christ's name; for workers in distant parts of New Zealand 

and in the Maori Mission; strangers and newcomers in our 

community. 

IN JUDAEA AND SAMARIA: 

In these days of quickened travel, our Judaea and Samaria are surely 

given us in the Pacific area . 

Intercede with God: For the missionaries of our Church overseas. 

(Their names and stations are listed on the back cover) . 

For the work at the Home Base. 

For the annual meeting of the Foreign Mission Board. 

For the M .W.M.U. Conference at Auckland in October. 

FOR THE FILLING OF THE VACANCIES OVERSEAS 

Ministerial Offers. 
Teacher for the Highlands. 

Carpenter for the Solomons. 

Mechanic for the Solomons. 

Woman Secretary to the Chairman of the District. 

For this year's financial campaign now in progress (see p.9) . 

For the young Churches of the Pacific, including that in the 

Solomon Islands. 

For the offer of secondary teachers and other needed workers 

in the Fiji and Tonga Fields. 

UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH: 

"O God, and Father of all mankind, hear our prayer for Thy people 

throughout the whole world, especially in lands of persecution, warfare and 

famine . Enable them and us to witness a good confession in our day and 

generation. Grant them and us Thy grace that others may be converted 

unto Thee, and that the nations may obey Thy will . Through Christ our 

Lord. Amen." 
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Rescue the Perishing 
It is on record of Dr. John Paton that it was his 

conviction that the souls of the heathen were eternally 
lost, that drove him to endure the dangers and 
privations of the New Hebrides for the Gospel of 
Christ. These days, one seldom meets such a con-
viction. We even hear it suggested that since we 
cannot imagine a loving God consigning to Hell those 
who have never heard of Christ, there is no longer 
an urgent motive for our mission as Christians. There 
are many good people who follow non-Christi a n faiths . 
Surely they cannot be wholly mistaken; it is un
believable that their eternal destiny is with the 
damned . 

Of course there are good men in all religions; 
the best of them are the most conscious of their own 
failings. Writing recently· in "The Kingdom Over
seas," Allen Birtwhistle recalls that "Two thousand 
years ago there were plenty of good Jews· and Hindus 
and Druids. Even so, God thought it worth while to 
send His Son to die for them on the Cross that they 
might have life eternal. Ever since Calvary, it has 
been clear that we must do something here and now 
in this world for those who do not know God." 

AT HOME-OR ABROAD: 

It is a fashionable retort to the missionary en
thusiast that we have plenty of heathen at home . 
Of course we have. It •s . not always the critic of 
overseas missions who is most ardent in his evangelism 
at home. Granted the moral landslide and low spiritual 
temperature in our own land. But lift your eyes and 
look upon rhe world task also. Jesus said, "The field 
is the world." 

A world in which certainly there are more nominal 
Christians than ever before; more countries where the 
Church is founded and the Gos;:>zl announced. But 
a world that holds Afghanistan where there is said 
to be no indigenous Christian at all; a world in which 
the old faiths are resurgent; in which Buddhist mis
sionaries go to Britain; in which Malayan independence 
means the recognition of Islam as a state religion. 
A worla in which communism is so powerful. Again, 
a world in which numbers grow so greatly; in which 
the population of New Zealand is added monthly to 
the whole . In which, because of population in rease, 
the growing number of Christian's is yearly a smaller 
proportion of the world's peoples. 

THE PACIFIC: FULLY EVANGELIZED? 
If then, the world challenge is so vast and so 

appalling, what of a Church • like our own whose over
seas missions ore wholly set in the Pacific area, where 
islands ore scattered and sparsely peopled, where the 
Gospel has had full access to them, sometimes for 
150 years? 

We cannot pretend that the urgency is as great 
in the Pacific as in Asia, but we must recognise that 
the Pacific Islands are our near neighbours (our Judaeo 

and Samaria); that we hove there an unfinished task; 
that the peoples of the Pacific lie indeed between us 
and those of Asia, to whose southern region we all 
now recognise that we belong. 

Let no one tell you that the Pacific Islands ore 
fully evangelized. There are at least three senses 
in which that is not true. Pause and consider these 
evangelistic tasks. 

Our President with Solomon Islands Ch ildre n. 

A GENE RATION THAT KNOWS NOT HEATHENISM: 
First of all there is · the sense in which every 

gene.ration in its turn hos to be evangelized. A 
generation has arisen in the Solomons for whom the 
heathen days of Grand'father ore but a legend. The 
first reaction of the modern Vella Lovella · people was 
to laugh when we showed them the old film, "The 
Trans formed Isle," depicting the days of forty years 
before. But rhe generation that knows the old heathen 
ways only when occasionally sorce.ry or superstition 
rear their heads, is in grove danger of sub:nitting to 
tihe new heathenism; the modern pagan outlook, the 
commercial attitudes of to-day. 

We must remember that throughout the Pacific 
the tide of population ha turned. No longer a.re 
these dying peoples. Because their populations are 
increasing, the percentage of younger people is greater. 
The younger people are better educ'ated, have better 
life and living prospects, ore less inclined to accept 
the guidance of the elders.: are gettin·g a taste of the 
doubtful but inevitable "benefits" of town life . 

The task of leading these young people to Christ 
·has become basically one for the young Church that 
has grown up. But in few, if any, Pacific areas to-day, 
is that Church equal to the task. There is still an 
important place ,for the European missionary as trainer, 
translator and as direct evangelist. 

(Continued on page 3). 
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•• •• Solomon Islands Journey •• • • 
AN ARTICLE FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PEN. 

We shall be able to look bock upon our journey 
to the Solomon Islands as one of the most pleasant 
and inspiring memories of a full and happy Presi
dential year. 

We saw a Church which through the invincible 
strategy of God had been founded by divinely called 
servants. 

As I stood on the islet Nuso Zongo and contem
plated that memorable day when those great sons of 
t,he foit'h, John F. Goldie and Roy Rooney first landed 
to commence the holy enterprise, I could not help t,hink
ing of what God hod wrought in the intervening years. 
Just across the narrow stretch of water over whioh we 
had come by launch we could see tihe mainland, with 
Kokengolo and its main mission house in its command
ing position. We had just bade farewell to the :folk at 
Roviana, where during the week-end it 1had been our 
privilege to share in such inspiring gathe rings . I 
t,hought of t,he early Sunday morning Lotu, with its hun
dreds of worshippers, flhen t,he 1,500 folk who had as
sembled for the l l a .m. service, the crowded afternoon 
congregation of not many fewer tihan tihat and then the 
memorable evening worship, where again an assembly 
for exceeding 1,000 souls ,had met to sing the songs 
of Zion and hear the E~position of the Sacred Word. 
lihe memory of school demonstrations, native dances 
and unbelievable kindnesses received at tihe hands of 
our missionaries and their lovable people was still with 
us. As I contemplated that missionary scene, I could 
scarcely refrain from crying "The Lord hath done great 
things of ·us, whereof we ore glad." Yes, standing 
with t-he widow by the grave of that old pioneer native 
helper of John Goldie, it was a moving eperience to 
pour out the heart in tihanksgiving for the wonders of 
God's grace and the victories whioh had been won 
tihrough the consecrated servants of the Cross. 

As we moved from place to place and journeyed 
from Head Stations to small missionary outposts in a 
safe laund, manned by on efficient and thoughtful crew, 
wit-h one of our own New Zealand missionaries as our 
guide and mentor, I could not help t,hinking of the for
off primitive days and the indescribable difficulties 
which our missionaries faced then. The rugged jour
neys on foot, the hazardous trips by launch, the swollen 
rivers negotiated, were all met with on equanimity that 
characterised the fortitude of those Christian people of 
more than a generation ago. There was a Goldie, brush
ing aside the spear held at his heart, a Rooney with 
closed eyes praying among the savages while his col
league watched, a Metcalfe skirting the coasts of Choi 
seul on foot, a Voyce trudging the forty miles from 
Kihili to Siwai and back again tihrough tropical forests, 
along narrow paths and flooded rivers. And flhe women
folk of those days, with their self-sacrifice, courage and 
endurance! And what of the native workers who first 
embraced and preached the foitih-tihere were giants in 
the eortih in those day.s! 

Secondly, I found duri·ng our visit a Church which 
had come out of great tribulation. 

The outward physical evidences of the more recent 
ravages of the Second World War were there . The 
rusted landing croft were to be seen beadhed and useless, 
transport and cargo vessels, crippled and blasted by 
hostile gunfire, pathetically lying inert and helpless . 
Flying fortress "cemeteries" were there, too, while dis-

used ships and obsolete war vessels mode junk :heaps 
that even traders could not utilise . Tihe Japanese occu
pation of the Solomon Islands was really a time of grim 
tribulation . Our Roviana mission station was but a 
memory in those days and t:he activity there was not that 
of natives ossemblin,:t for Lotu and bells summoning chil
dren to school, but of modern fighters and bombers 
operating from tihe adjacent Munda aerodrome, where 
once t,he Word had been meached and t•he divine bless
ings given . Yet in spite ·of the devastation and 'horror 
of those days, the Church endures and people continue 
to make a ·faithful confession. "These ore they who 
have come out of great · tribulation." 

Rev. Dr. R. Dudley with group at Honiara. 

But how stork really was flhe sorrow and darkness 
of the dovs when the Church, bereft of European leader
ship, found itself in the midst of on alien and enemy 
occupation, ruthless and without faith? The Chris
tion remnant of those who had not ,fled in fear 
into the tropical jungles and hills for safety remained 
seadfast and true in the face of oersecution and terror. 
It is said tihot no one native l~ader of our Solomon 
Is la nds Church denied the flog or was untrue to the 
faith . I saw a memorial erect;d in honour of one who 
refused to betray the Cross. There it stands in Kieto, 
a mute testimony to on unswerving loyalty. And there 
ore others for whom there is no memorial, but who 
never turned tiheir bocks, but marched breast-forward, 
sons of a primitive people though they were. The 
spacious, bombed grounds on the Kihili station, the 
machine-gunned Church and pulpit at Choiseul, t,he 
stubborn enemy post that was destroyed on the Skotolan 
mission . station, remain as eloquent evidences of the 
destruction that flhreotened and tthe Churoh that en
dured thrOUt]'h persecution, the terror of which could not 
obliterate tthe Christion witness of tihe faithful. Thus, 
once again, in spite of all the tribulations of warfare, of 
adversity, disappointment and loss, the Church remained 
faithful and true, knowing Hell's gates could not pre
vail against ,her risen Lord . 

Finally, it was the Church of the Living God, adive 
and vibrant, which we found in the Solo,mon Islands. 

We were supremely impressed by the vitality of the 
native Church, led as it is, so outstandingly by our 
ministers, missionary sisters and their Island auxiliaries . 
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We read sometimes of how the GeorDe Medal is awarded 
to civilians for conspicuous conduct in time of tpeace. I 
found myself wondering time and time again what could 
be the most appropriate decoration we sJhould be con
ferring upon all our missionary workers. · Their sel-f
sacrificial devotion, the endless responsibilities daily de
volving upon them, the inevitable disappointments, the 
sickness for :home welling up within the heart times 
without number, tlhe selfless struggle against heat, ignor
ance and physical ills surely ore worthy of the best that 
we can give, and enough to deter the bravest of souls. 
Yet they toi I on steadfastly at their tasks, strong · in .faith, 
constant in prayer and doily setting on example of Chris
tian consecration tihat is a rebuke to less .faithful souls . 
We shall never forget how they greeted ·us, not only in 
love and gladness, but pouring out their •hospitality with 
lavish thond . I am sure that the abundant reposts they 
provided and the tables that groan~d with such appe
tising meals will mean that for months they themselves 
and their fomilies will suffer shortages and endure in
adequate rations. But God, tihrough His Spirit, hos 
granted unto them, as to His 1truest children, largeness 
of !heart in these as in so many other fields . 

The work of the missionaries and their helpers in 
every instance I found worthy of the highest praise. 
Space will not permit of giving a detailed account of 
all that impressed u?. Sufficient to soy that on every 
Head Station and missionary outpost t,hot was visited 
we found sometlhing of distinction and note. The native 
people young and old seemed happy and contented. 
Their life appeared to be as natural as tiheir worship. 
They were -friendly reverent and responsive . There were 
signs of a work of abundant grace among them and their 
own native leaders pursued their sacred tasks with dili 
gence and zeal. Increasingly the prospect of a strong 
indigenous Cthurch gleams more brightly as European 
missionary and native Christion working and witnessing 
in splendid Christian ,partnership seek to build for that 
larger day when righteousness shall cover the earth a s 
th_e waters the sea and when .phrist shall reign for ever 
and ever in His everlasting· Kingdom of peace and 
brotherhood . 

Solomon Islands journey! It was a sacred pilgrim
age, a holy adventure, an unforgettable leading of the 
divine. 

The itinerary, caref.ully planned to cover most of 
the mission stations, was unfortunately dislocated by 
adverse weather. Judging by tihe comments of mission-

cries and otihers, May and June, on account of seasonal 
storms, would appear to be unsuitable months for official 
visits . We were so disappointed at being unable to see 
Mono and Siwai . I doubt -whether we would have ever 
returned if we !had continued across the open ocean 
from Choiseul to Mono on that dark and stormy night 
when our crew, soon after midnight, and with tlhe faith 
ful Alister McDonald nearby, was compelled by the con
ditions to s~ek a safe anchorage. The journey to Siwai, 
where, subsequent report has it, over 1,500 would have 
greeted us, and where thirty pigs were slain (not to men
tion any other provender-) to made a Presidential holiday, 
was actually begun but a-fter nineteen miles of bumpy 
travels in a weapons carrier, it ihod to be abandoned on 
account of rushing streams and rivers that :had risen 
dangerously and unbelievably. Nevertheless, I was able 
to send a message on that day through an intrepid cour
ier and ,just before I left tihe Islands send another letter 
expressing our sorrow at not seeing the people there and 
our hopes for the richest of blessings upon them . 

Always, however, will thoughts not only of Mono 
and Siwai but of those other mission stations which we 
were so ,privileged . to visit remain witih us . Our Solomon 
Islands experience posed many questions and offered 
innumerable challeng.es to our thinking. The past spoke 
its eloquent -message through the missionaries who had 
gone before. Standing on Teop Island and on the site 
of the demolished :home of our missionaries tihere, I 
thought of Alan Cropp, an invalid now in the Brisbane 
Hospital, a truly -fine man of God and a -missionarv of 
no small reputation . I thought, too, of one of this ·suc
cessors, the Rev. D. C. Alley, an old College chum of 
mine whom the grim tragedy of war so sadly tore away 
from ·us. There were others too, who are mentioned 
elsewhere and of whom time will not permit to write, 
but whose names ore writ large in tihe divine annals. 

And so the story could run on, but deserves on 
abler pen than mine . Sufficient to say tibat it was an 
inestimable joy and ,privilege to see 'our Islands Churoh 
in action, to participate in its worship, to share in its 
life, and to realise that ours was a Christian ,fellowship, 
a ·divine emanation from Heaven itself, because ·of the 
Fatiher Who had created us, the Son Wtho had redeemed 
us, and the Holy Spirit Who had so unbelievably sancti 
fied us. To our God, then, be th e prais·e and glory, 
forever . 

RAYMOND DUDLEY, 

President. 

·-----------------------------------------------------------------,----------------------------------------------------
RESCUE THE PERISHING--(Continued from page 1 ). 

IMMIGRANT PEO·PLES: 

The arrival of Gilbert Islanders at Gizo, or New 
Guinea men at Teopasina, is but the latest illustration 
of the migratory tendencies of the Island people them
selves. But far more striking is the presence of the 
immigrants frqm outside the Pacific. We must not 
forget the European residents themselves, so often just 
assumed to be modern pagans. But the crucial groups 
are the Asians. Fiji, almost wholly ·Christian by 1885, 
is halfway to paganism again, ·because of the tremen
dous growth of the non-Christian Indian population 
there, Hindus, Mohammedans, some plain materialists. 
World events involving the Chinese nation and peoples 
make every settlement of Chinese in the Pacific of 
tremen'dous strategic importance for the Church. 

Let the immigrant peoples of the Pacific afford 
our second evidence for an unfinished evangelistic task. 

NEWLY DISCOVERED PEOPLES: 

With the third evidence, our Church is now directly 
concerned. For, in the past 1 5 or 20 years, there 
has come to light vast a-nd still unnumbered groups 
of primitive peoples in the .Highlands of New Guinea . 
Twenty years ago, who would have thought that the 
opportunity for exploring such areas still remained; 
that the presentation of the Gospel to such tens of 
thousands still waited on the coming of God's heralds? 
Yet, it is even so. In the areas with which our 
workers at Mendi and Tari are in touch, there are 
potentially tens of thousands of primitive tpeople await
ing the full light of the Gospel of Christ. As our 
workers minister to them and their children, as the 
ministry of healing brings them relief from leprosy 
and malnutrition, they represent us. We stand with 
them under the banner of Christ, who came that they 
might have life and have it more abundantly. To 
God is offered the glory, the God, whose likeness is 
given in Luke 15, not resting whilst one of His creatures 
is astray . 
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A Stock-taking at ·Tari 
By REV. C. J. KEIGHTLEY 

(Arriving this month on furl'ough from the New Guinea Highlands). 

Of recent weeks I have been reflecting upon the 
success or otherwise of our missionary efforts on this 
field. The question which has been foremost in my 
mind, and which may be foremost in yours, is this : 
"Are we really getting anywhere?" In answering that 

· question, I have been led to ask yet another, and, I 
am sure, a far more important one-"Whose workmen 
are we?" There is no doubt in my mind what the 
answer to this question should be. We are God's, 
and He has broug-ht us to this field to be the mis
sionaries of His Word to this people . Clearly there 
is no place for the despondent missionary, or for that 
matter, a despondent missionary Church, in God's set
up . The fundamental issue, therefore, is not the 
question, "Are we really getting anywhere?" but "Is 
our faith in the power of God's Word to save sinners 
sufficient to hold us to our God-given task?" Provided 
we have sufficient faith in God, and providing we ore 
faithfully doing our work, we have no reason to be 
troubled about results. For Isaiah, and it surely 
ought to apply to us, too, God's promise was sufficient: 

"For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater: so shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it." 

-Isaiah 55 : 10, 11. 

We are handling the glorious seed of God's Word! 
And God Himself, we believe, has directed our .Church 
and us her agents to labour for Him on this field . 

Go, labour. on; ,, spend, and be spent, 
Thy joy to do the Father's will. 

Once that conviction is firmly fixed in our minds, 
should think that, rather than there being any 

danger, there is much to be gained from taking stock 
of our situation at Tari, and elsewhere. In one sense, 
of course, we take stock each year at the end of 
June, but it usually takes the form of a resume of 
the year's work. For this reason, it hardly does 
justice to such questions as "Are we really getting 
anywhere?" and "Con we see any encouraging signs 
among the people in response to our labours?" To 
these questions I have no hesitation in answering 
"Yes!" 

Men of Tori and their Teacher. 

Eroni Sande and his wife, Lidi·o Sinomero, who have 
gone to New Guinea as missionaries from Bougoinville. 

SPIRIT WORSHIPPERS. 

First, let it be remembered by oil, however, that 
here at Tori, as at Mendi, we are offering the glad
tidings -of the Christian Gospel to an illiterate people, 
and a people who, as far back as they can trace 
their inheritance, have been steeped in a non-Christion 
philosophy of life-these peoples are worshippers of 
their spirits, and are firmly convinced of the power 
which these soirits wield over them . That, for ex..: 
ample, is evid~nt from the way in which they ascribe 
responsibility to them for sickness and sudden death . 
Some while aoo there was a man, well known to us, 
who went to ~ne of his distant gardens. While · there, 
he suddenly became ill, and within two days was dead . 
The fact that they could not attribute death to a 
natural cause, such as havirig been axed or shot through 
with an arrow, and the fact that it happened suddenly, 
forced the people to · conclude that a spirit or spirits 
hod been res-ponsible. An autopsy followed, performed 
by a specialist paid for his work, to determine the 
cause of death. His verdict was that four different 
spirits were responsible, certain ones of which it was 
believed hod been offended in some way, while others 
had joined in with them for the kill. These, all having 
been id entifi ed, were later p ropitiated by the killing 
of pigs so as to avoid any further violence upon the 
wife and children, and to keep the spirits nappy. 

One of their more imoortant celebrations is the 
"tege pulu ." These usually last from three to five 
days, and include such activities as the initiation of 
boys, fertility rites, dancing, and pig-killing for the 
purpos~ also of propitiating the spirits. The central 
spirit in the celebration seems to be "Ni," whom we 
believe hos some connection with the sun, also called 
"Ni." It would also seem that " Ni" is not their 
most h1portant spirit, certainly not their most-feared 
sp irit, but he does ap!)ear to hove gained more and 
more in importance over the lost few years, especially 
if it is tru e, as is claimed, that the frequency of these 
ce lebrations have increased' during this period . This 
may possibly hove come about because "Ni" is the 
central spirit of their fertility rites, and because of 
a possible connection of him in their minds with the 
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coming of us Europeans and our te9ching about God 
who tihey think is " Ni." It is difficult to convince 
them that he is not. The fact that these people know 
that we possess many desirable articles of trade and 
adornment and other goods, must inevitably stimulate 
a desire for them . ' It seems to me feasible, then, 
that this may be the cause of a greater emphasis upon 
"Ni." If this is so, surely it is apparent, that in this 
there is on obvious danger to be guarded against
the possibility of a rise of a form of "Cargo cult." 

However, whatever may be the trend in this form 
of spirit worship, it does demonstrate that the task 
of leading these people to Christ is not straight forward . 
We ore bound to meet with many disappointments 
before we con safely assume that converts hove been 
won . The fact that these people ore illiterate, strongly 
spirit worshipping, and still living in the stone age, 
strongly colours their thinking . And surely, these 
factors ought to hove some infl-uence upon our approach 
to them, and the method and substance of our teaching_ 
to them. Our -primary task, therefore, perhaps for 
many years to come, will be to lay the foundations 
as firmly as we can. We cannot hope to win them 
for Christ merely by confronting them with His claims. 
It just does not work. We hove first to convince them 
of the truth and reliability of the Gospel before they 
will make the desired response to the challenge of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Tari Woman 

THE SPIRIT IS AT WORK: 
But, in the second place, we con be sure of this 

one thing : the Spirit of God is at work in the lives 
of these people, and in His own good time the Holy 
Spi rit will convince these people of their need of our 
Saviour Christ. We see definitP. signs of this from 
time to time in the interest that some of our older 
boys ore now showing in what they ore learning at 
school and in what they ore being taught through 
the S~nday School. Some ore showing considerable 
interest, and I firmly believe are not for from the 
Kingdom of God. This is very ,ev ident from some of 
the questions which they ask from time to time, for 
example, "What is a Christion?" Our hospitals, to~, 
ore demonstrating to them that a great deal of the ir 
sickness, which in the post hos been almost entirely 
attributed to the work of spirits, is due to their manne r 
of life, neglect, filth, and disease germs. It is on 

encouraging sign to know that some of least ore slowly 
recognising what all this means. 

When we toke stock of our church services, we 
con see through them, too, definite signs of the quiet 
working of God's Spirit . . True, sometimes our services 
ore rowdy, and even disorderly, but to off-set those 
times there hove been other services during which 
the people . hove shown a very considerable interest in 
what hos been told them. For example, I think bock 
to our lost Good Friday service-it was well attended, 
and what was more striking, as others of the staff 
were quick to appreciate, there was a hushed and 
attentive silence as the story of Christ's terrible death 
was outlined to them . Two weeks later we were 
privileged to experience another and even more striking 
illustration, and one that we shall not soon forget . 
It was at the funeral service in the Church for the 
child of one of our teachers. Up until when we 
entered the Church the air was seldom free of the 
wailing cries of the local women who hod gathered 
to express their sympathy, but from then on all noise 
ceased . The school boys and the few local Huli people 
who attended, were hushed to absolute silence along 
with the rest of us . It was truly a memorable occa
sion, and we ore not likely to witness the some silent 
respect again for a long time to come. The Risen 
Christ was present that day in all His glory, and 
was active in our midst. I om firmly convinced that 
something of God's Word found its way to the hearts 
of those present that day. Then again, lost Sunday 
we were pri vileged to witness yet another sign that 
God's Spirit is at work in the hearts of these people . 
It was our annual Thanksgiving Service at which 
nine-hundred to a thousand were present. Many of 
these mode their personal contribution of sweet pota :.. 
to, vegetables and other produce, while a number of 
others gave money. It was a very moving event to 
see so many people come forward 1and-place their gifts 
in the front of the Church. · 

True these people hove not yet surrendered them
selves to the Lordship of Christ, but we believe that 
they ore thinking seriously about what we ore teaching 
them from the Word of God . The Word of God is 
going forth and it shall not return unto Him void . 

~----------------------------------------------------►~---

TWO BENEFACTIONS: 

As mentioned on another page our good friend 
and benefactor, Mr. P. J . Twomey, M.B.E.,· has been 
visiting the Solomon Islands. Since we went to press 
we received word that while there he handed to our 
Chairman t,he sum of A£ 1000 to provide a power plant 
for the Ozomo Leprosorium and open the way to physio
therapy treatment there. This marks but the latest 
of so many generous acts on the port of tihe New _Zeo"
land Lepers' Trust Boord, representing a wide range of 
donors in tihis country. 

From Australia comes word of on anonymous gift 
of A£500 to be used to perpetuate the memory of a 
friend of the donor, the late Rev . R. Nicholson, whose 
work at Vella Lovella so effectively laid the .foundation 
on which later missionaries hove built. The latest, tihe 
Rev . T. Shepherd, met the donor during his deputation 
visit to Victoria . 
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Personal Work in the ·solomons 
By the . REV. ALLEN HALL, M.A. 

"You are My witnesses" soys the Lord, ' 'and be
sides Me there is no saviour!" In the Solomons, 
personal persistence in the Christion Faith hos led 
to some wartime martyrs, faithful unto death. 

Witness in this tropical island group demands 
personality and versatility . I note the historic reference 
to John Wesley's charm of personality; we know also 
his great versatility. His tongue song of God's Word 
and men were convinced that those commandments 
were right . The fruit of his righteousness be·come a 
living tree, Methodism amongst there worsome Mela 
nesians who respond amazingly now to the particular 
charm of a servant of Christ. 

We busy missionaries make excuses when chal
lenged about our personal work, but the people who 
know their God shall stand firm and toke action when 
confronted with lost or seeking . True Methodism is 
missionary and we should bow more willingly to the 
Lord in this obligation, seeking fruit that lasts from 
the seed sown by our noble · predecessors. When I 
sometimes reap a soul, I ask myself, "Who sowed?" 

The successful personal worker in Melanesia must 
be reolisti-c, not idealistic only, not sentimental but 
objective in presenting the claim of a Divine Christ 
Who is adequate for every man's personal problems. 
Let us hove no jargon, no parroting, no humbug, but 
a very sincere desire so that if we may like Jeremiah 
soy "I will not mention Him or speak any more in 
His name" there is in my heart as it were a burning 
fire shut up in my bones and I om weary with holding 
it in and I cannot. 

We hove come to tell a good story of love, not 
to proselytize, and being spiritual watchmen day and 
night, shall never be silent when words ore called for. 
I found recently a lost soul on my doorstep, a boy, 
who willi-ngly accepted the words of loving advice. I 
hove learned likewise how truly Jomes brought bock a 
sinner from the error of his ways. 

But this Gospel is one of righteousness, and we 
dare not compromise the demands of a Holy God who 
requires that we also be boly . My own witness hos 
oft been hindered by lock of personal holiness. It is 
elementary that we kee·p His commandments and in 
our hearts reverence Christ as Lord, always being pre
pared to make a _defense to anyone who calls us to 
account for our hope . 

TO WHOM DO WE WITNESS? We pray that every 
tongue of all our hearers may confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord to the Father's glory. Mostly Melanesians, some 
Polynesians, a few Chinese and on increasing number 
of Europeans and holfcostes . A Sikoino come and 
confessed his desire to enter the Lord's service and 
train at Bonga. He is a Polynesian whose forebears 
drifted or soiled to the outlying atolls of this group . A 
Malditan boy voluntarily confessed his sins to me ofter 
a Sunday Service and deliberately gave his life to the 
Lord, a half-caste wrote pleading for help and saying 
my letter hod stirred ' his heart to divine discontent. 
With his record how could he be sure he was saved? 

We all witness to the Chinese and the Europeans 
and the Moloitan labourers, to the private individuals 
and the Gevernment employees . In the college today, 

I have boys training as m1ss1on workers who were 
formerly following the ways of their European masters. 
There ore boys from the bush and lads from cosmopoli
tan coastal villages, all competing in the classroom 
to study the words of Christ that won their souls to 
Him . How true as we see some of our students, that 
the mind of the rash will hove good judgment and the 
tongue of the stammerers will speak readily and dis
tinctly. More than one lorrikon is now holding forth 
the Word of Life. Unmarried parents not uncommonly 
hear our personal witness, and I hove several such 
students rescued from that sin and now training to 
preach, ofter being married to the partner of a hasty 
Melanesian match. 

Personal witness in the prisons is a privilege that 
tears the heart-strings and moistens the eye . In the 
hospitals, one longs for the healing thrust of the Spirit 
of Jesus that con redeem both soul and body. 

REV. ALLEN HALL. 

A TRAVELLING WITNESS: 

Our geography makes witness dependent on 
canoes, launches, outriggers and bush-hiking on moun
tain, beach and atoll. The population is scattered and 
sparse, but the people ore ready listeners. So we 
continu':) tsoching, exhorting and reproving with 
authority, letting no one belittle us, as Poul told 
Titus, for there ore troublemakers l·urking. 

I hove often been helped by that old French 
p -overb, "Plus foit douceur que violence," more is 
done by gentleness than compulsion, such as is so 
needed when I, a saved sinner, speak on equal terms 
to the sinner not yet saved. 
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WHAT METHODS DO WE USE? 
We follow the more objective methods, for we 

have come to believe, yes more, we know by experi
ence that Jesus is the Holy One of God and thus 
desire no sobstuff to entrap the emotional. I think 
our principal task is sowing the seed which is the 
Word of God by as many different methods as may 
be, telling all and sundry to come and hear, if they 
fear God, that we may tell them what God has done 
for us . Just as tribal methods of gardening vary 
from island to island in Melanesian, so our ways of 
approach to the garden of men's souls are many and 
varied. 

Several of us have proved the value of the 
evangelistic appeal after the impact of a Gospel address 
or expository application of Scripture. Dr. Graham 
has retaught us a lesson . In two areas, we have also 
the value of itinerant preaching where two preachers 
spend two or three nights in each village taking Bible 
Exposition at 6 a.m. and a Gospel address at 7 p.m., 
followed by an Appeal. These two areas, Rendova 
and Kusage, have risen in spiritual tone, and we hope 
soon to do the same in our other sections. Papers, 
tracts, magazines, pictures, Church bulletins, all have 
their value . There is a mighty influence for Christ 
when Simon Rigamu or Solomon Alu can preach in 
the power of _ the Spirit the message that has burst 
from their hearts after their inspiring New Zealand 
tour. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER: 
John Wesley used the Lord's Supper for personal 

appeals, and we have found this an admirable method 
in Goldie College, for many boys have ex'Perienced 
Christ in our monthly communion of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord . Personal talks both precede and 
follow these times of consecration and decision to 
believe in the Name of God's Son Jesus Christ and to 
love one another just as He commanded us. 

Wesley's Journal is .-a .-helpful textbook for the 
personal worker who wants a pattern. It is important 
that we give genuine appreciation where warranted, 
but flattery-never. 

Village visitation should be done sincerely and 
without haste, for the native is appreciative and 
responds warmly to spontaneous evidence of spiritual 
reality; in fact, he is thirsty for what some call first 
century Christianity. He knows from the Lord 's 
luminaries that we, the Church, like the moon , should 
reflect the light of the sun, and he berates Hypocrisy . 

But in these modern days we must hasten to 
exploit radio, plane, gramophone, tape, post office 
and magazine. Some of my greatest joys arise from 
letters written by my boys who tell me of their souls' 
welfare and witness--one half-caste boy is undergoing 
a revolution in his life through such a spiritual con
viction . 

We must respect people's personalities - no 
arrogance-no patronising talk-but unaffected friend 
ship arising from constant secret prayer. 
TEACHING THE CONVERTED SINNER! 

He who has been confronted by the Saviour, 
exclaims, "Come, see a man who told me all that 
I ever did . Can this be the Christ?" That man needs 
education, and it is our job to teach him all things 
after he ·has ,confessed every known sin to God or 
through a friend . 

Methodist Doctrine is a grand tonic for the soul 
of saved sinners, and it is no egrthly use sowing doubts 
in a soul just born! The primary purpose should be 

to deliver the new c;:reature in Christ, and his own 
intellect will itself reach up towards an investigation 
of the theological basis of his resolve to trust Jesus . 

Scripture memorising has proved its value to 
every generation of the ransomed; there is no syn
thetic substitute for this soul food which is like 
fertiliser in the soul-gardens we tend. 

Baptism follows belief with adult mission converts 
when they testify that Jesus Christ is the Son of God . 
We need to raise holy hands on their behalf unto 
God Who in Christ abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel. The care 
of the churches is an essential sequel to our personal 
witness. 

I commend the Wesleyan Class meeting, which 
we hold every Thursday evening, the tutors and their 
wives in our home and the boys in their singing Octets 
under a College Senior. Witness •follows on from heart
searching confessions in these l 6 classes, and I expect 
to see the _method bear more fruit in the future. 

Our release through the Saviour is possible accord
ing to t>he measure of our personal faith and spiritual 
enli,ghtenment. One of my College boys has recently 
turned his eyes toward the glorious reward of life in 
heaven and voluntarily confessed his sins with tears . 
Another older m a n, who had fallen from the ranks 
of teachers, has now returned to Bonga that he may 
be refreshed to go out and bear fruit . B-ut a third, 
who is a replica of Paul's first Corinthian letter, 
chapter five, has returned to an adulterous liaison 
with his adopted father's wife. May such as he learn, 
by the unendurable discomfort of an inward hell, the 
truth of our pleadings that he flee from the wrath to 
come on those who deride the certainty of divine 
judgment. 

WHO CAN WITNESS TO THE SOLOMONS FOR 
CHRIST? 

Only those who cannot but speak of , what they 
have seen and heart. We white people have our 
primary duty of witness. How pitiful the missionary 
who has lost his witness! Our native missionaries have 
too· often graduated only to tea.ch but not to testify, 
possessing only a miserable form but not the power 
of godliness . Our first Solomon. Islands missionary to 
return on deputation from the New Guinea Highlands, 
tells us that several of the Missionary Teachers on 
their staff were only really converted on their first 
te rm in t>he field, they told him. 

Some of our Catechists have now experienced a 
spiritual awakening , but many of our local preachers 
are yet themselves not born from above and thus 
unable to unlock the door whose key they would bear. 

Let us get clearly the basis of our task in personal 
work. Jesus says, " I will give you the keys of the 
kin·gdom of heaven, and whatever you forbid on earth 
m ust of necessity be what is already forbidden in 
heaven, and whatever you permit on earth must be 
what , is already ,permitted in heaven." That must 
extend the opportunity of salvation to every man, 
woman and child of Melanesia, the boy who cooks 
your food, or t>he students who pick up our coconuts 
on the mission station, or the man who serves you over 
the counter of the store or women who come to trade 
their sweet potatoes for calico. 

WITNESS NEEDS WORD POWER. 
We are selling a ,product, sometimes under the 

stress of opposition, indifference or even persecution, 

(Continued on bottom of page 8). 
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Overseas Missions • • • 
Our Annual Appeal 

We request our readers to turn to the inside back 
cover o,f this number of "The Open Door" and' study 
there the graph that shows how our missionary income 
in 19S6 was derived and used. 

By the tjme you do this, however, 19S7 will 
already be well spent. Indeed, the Board's financial 
year will have closed, though the appeal year extends 
as far as December. At the time of writing, our 
immediate financial prospects are not encouraging: 

l. We estimated last annual Board meeting for 
a deficit. Several times lately we have done this, and 
at the end of the year our accounts have nevertheless 
balanced because of the steadily rising, income, both 
in the Solomon Islands and from New Zealand circuits. 
In making our estimates, we always try not to under
estimate our costs, but we always estimate our income 
on the basis of the average for the past three years. 
In recent years, however, we have been able to antici
pate an increase in circuit income year by year. Last 
year the income rose by £ 1100 as compared with 1955. 

2. After the estimates were a1pproved by Confer
ence, missionary stipends, like thos~ of church workers 
in New Zealand were raised. Of this, we can only 
say that a rise j'usHfied in New Zealand is certainly 
justified overseas. But obviously the expenditure side 
of our accounts will be increased by this step. Ofther 
costs are certainly not down. 

3. The giving of the Sofomon Islands Church is 
down this year. By how much we cannot say precisely. 
The decline reflects mainly the falling copra market 
on which the Solomon Islands economy is almost 
entirely dependent. 

4. In New Zealand, the position is less clear. 
Usually there are signs by which at this stage we can 

judge the likely outcome of the appeal. If we are to 
believe these signs, this year's circuit income will be 
somewhat down. . . . Certainly some circuits have 
returned less than last year. Others again are up. A 
significant number are delayed in remitting beyond 
their usual date. In some cases, these are circuits 
t,hat have conducted pledged giving canvasses, but who 
have first to meet their initial expenses before they 
can vote generous sums to missionary and similar 
Dominion-wide funds. In these cases, the Treasurer 
is reasonably condent of the final outcome. But to 
date, the position is less encouraging than in recent 
years. 

In a number of circuits the pledged giving canvass 
took place before the last overseas missions appeal, 
under the old dispensation, -had been completed. We 
would eX'press the wish that the circuits concerned 
would undertake to see that our final return for 1957 
is at least not down on the 1956 figure. 

In those circuits (mainly South Island and North
land) that have still to start or to complete their 
appeals for this year, we make an urgent plea. Will 
you undertake to have the most thorough coverage 
possible of your people to ensure that, as far as possible, 
the return from your circuit is above last year's figure. 
An individual letter went in July to all such circuits, 
and we had a special plea to present to those circuits 
that have not been keeping pace with the Dominion 
average which last year climbed to 13/5 per Church 
member. 

But that average must not content us. If we 
are not to face serious restriction on the g-rowth and 
even maintenance of our work, on average of more 
like £ l per member is necessary to meet to-day's costs. 

·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kontinued from page 7). 

PERSONAL WORK IN THE SOLOMONS--

from those who could lay their hands on you, for His 
Nome's sake. We sim'.l)ly must recount the steadfast 
love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord according to 
all that the Lord has granted us according to His Mercy. 

It is a grand fillip to .faith and efficiency to 
study the life-changing methods of Wesley, Finney, 
Moody, Torrey or Goforth and other giants of faith. 
Their confidence, their devotion, love, meditation on 
the Scriptures, their fasting, their study and their 
prayer, tell us how to increase the soul-force needed 
as we serve the Living Christ Who abides in His 
ambassadors. One of my teachers is a trophy of grace, 
the fruit of such attempted consecration. Another, an 
ex-student who left in shame, was drawn magnetically 
to confess, return, confide and confer on his vision of 
the new life in Christ . One l)raises God for souls ,which 
are the fruit of His grace. · 

How we should ,pray for the Methodist Spirit fire, 
the one adequate ingredient for union with our sister 
denominations which is often overlooked? Two metals 
can ever be united only at the white heat of the 
welding temperature . Let us walk in the Spirit daily, 
for it is not ,we ,who speak to this or that native boy, 

but the Spirit of our Father speaking through us. A 
personal pentecost is a blessed upheaval, and bold 
witness a fruit of S'1)iritual ill-umination. Personal 
magnetism or dynamic · personality are to be desired, 
but the real activity is the sowing of t,he seed beside 
all waters, not by an ignorant zeal, but the carefully 
determined strategy of a Paul or a Judson. · May those 
who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy because they 
abide constantly in Christ. 

WITNESS A PRIORITY! 

In Honiara, Gizo, Russells, and other growing 
villages of Civilisation, personal work to-day is only 
beginning, for the group-minded parents 1have student 
offspring in our Mission schools who are being trained 
as individuals. 

By personal witness, we can win that Chinese 
trader, or convert fthat Indian mechanic, or save that 
Solomon carpenter or that Polynesian, mother or that 
half-caste captain. 

The personal work in our Methodist Mission must 
increase with the development of the people-showing 
the compassion· of the worker, the need for personal 
integrity, the value of consistency in us as we strive 
to spread Scriptural holiness throughout the Isles of 
Solomon. 
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One Woman's Personal 
Service and Influence 

By SISTER EFFIE HARKNESS. 

MR. G. S. GAPPER, Lay Treasurer of Foreign Missions. 

The fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, kindness, faith
fulness and others, ore well illustrated in the lives of 
some of our Solomon Island women. There is one 
in particular of whom I would like to tell you . I shall 
coll her Joan. 

The wife of one of the teachers died of T.B. 
ofter the birth of a baby girl. The Sisters on one 
of the Mission Stations took the tiny baby girl into 
their home, and there she stayed for many years, being 
loved and cored for. When this girl, Joan, was <!lbout 
seventeen years old, she was trained in Hospital work 
in the Women's port of the Hospital. When a girl 
was required to go and help a Nurse who was doing 
itinerant nursing on another island, Joan was · chosen 
to go. Even at tihot age she was always eager to help 
any one in need. While she was working on that 
island, she met a young teacher and they were married. 

For many years they hod no child of their own, 
and it was a great sorrow to them, but Joan decided 
to adopt a baby boy whose mother hod died. She 
cored for him lovingly, but :he died of cerebral malaria 
when he was still a little boy. Then to their great 
joy they hod a baby girl of their own. 

Joan's husband's health was not good, and :he 
hod to give up teaching for some time. · T1hey returned 

to Joan's home village. While there, she inspired the 
women of the village to think beyond' their own 
family's needs. They hod a regular women's meeting 
token by the women themselves. From this women's 
group they bought a new pressure lamp for their 
Church, they mode a garden, the food from which_ 
was to be used to help people in need-not for them
selves-they heard· of a village that would soon be 
opening a new Church, and they mode some mots to 
send to them. Many other deeds of helpfulness hove 
come from these women. 

Joan's own health was for from good, and she 
was advised to stay near the Mission Station so that 
she could receive medic;ol help, so the family moved 
near to the Station. Here Joan does all she con to 
help with no thought of sporing herself. She is always 
cheerfully willing to do all she can to help the girls 
in the Sister's Home; take them to work in their 
gardens; toke them for fishing e~peditions on a Satur
day or during the holidays; invite girls who come from 
distant villages and hove no friends near, to go to her 
place for a meal on a Sunday, so that they will not 
feel out of it when other girls get invitations to friends' 
places. 

Any strangers or people from other islands who 
have nowhere to stay ore always assured of a welcome 
at Joan's place. The nurses at Hospital say that very 
often they see Joan quietly toking food to some needy 
person in Hospital. 

Joan's Christianity shines forth, not only in deeds 
of love and thoughtfulness, but also in words for her 
Moster as she tokes a class of girls in Senior Sunday 
School, and when she tokes Lotu for women in her 
own or other villages. She feels that God hos been 
so wonderfully good to her, and but for the love ond 
core g·iven to her when she was small she might not 
be living to-day, that she wants to do all she· con to 
help others, and in God's strength she is doing so . 

Flats for married theological students, Davuilevu, Fiji. 
(A hurricane relief gift from New Zealand). 
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New Opportunities 
in Teop Circuit 

By the REV. G. G. CARTER, M .A. 

People in the coastal area of the Teop Circuit 
are getting used to hearing occasionally the sermon 
twice when their minister is taking the service. At 
Kekesu on Sunday morning there is such a gathering 
representing over 12 different languages and dialects, 
that no one tongue will reach them all, and in the 
villages near the plantations there are at times New 
Guinea mainland labourers worshipping with the local 
congregation. So whenever the occasion warrants it, 
the sermon is preached first in Teop, and then the 
essence of it ,repeated in Melanesian Pidgin . Such 
a procedure is a fine inducement to brevity, and we 
hope that the repetition for those that can understand 
both tongues, serves to impress matters more firmly 
on their minds. 

REV. GEORGE CARTER. 

Nowhere does our ministry meet a more testing 
challenge than at the Government posts throughout 
our District. T'he bigger ones are regular towns, 
the smaller, only police posts, but at all of them 
are to be found a veritable tower of Babel and a wide 
variety of cult•ures. At Wakunae Police Post, near the 
Rev. Daniel Palavi's station of Tearaka, there is a 
Government Native Hospital, in charge of a Euro;:,ean 
Medical. Assistant, a Patrol Officer and a staff of 
policemen, and near at hand a plantation with a big 
staff of natives from distant places. Most of the 
hospital patients are Rotokas speaking, the medical 
dressers, Teop, and the police and labour may at ,any 
given time represent almost every District within the 
territory of Papua and New Guinea. We have a 
native school there and the teacher in charge carries 
out a worthwhile ministry among the ever-changing 
population. The work was commenced in 1955 by 
Daniel Komonos, who had begun his missionary service 
as cook boy to David Voeta, pioneer missionary to 
the Rotokas and Aita areas. Daniel could speok both 
Rotokas and Teop as well as Pidgin, and by diligent 
service earned high opinions from those who knew 
him, including the European Government officers. Hi•s 
untimely death in September 1956, deprived us of 
a lion-hearted servant of God, but his work has been 

carried on, and a faithful witness is maintained under 
Daniel Palavi's guidance. 

REV. DANIEL PALAVI . 

Bougainville and Buka Islands are, for their size, 
one of the richest copra-producing areas in the Pacific . 
Down the west coast of Buka, round Buka Passage 
which separates the two islands, and then down the 
east coast of Bougainville, stretches a long cha in of 
plantations. All of these plantations get native labour
ers from the New Guinea mainland to work the copra, 
for local supplies of labour are inadequate, and many 
of these men come from the most prin,itive parts of 
New Guinea, including the Highlands. They are 
recruited in great numbers and flown out to their 
work. Some come from areas where Mission work 
has been long established, but many come from areas 
where Missions are only beginning their work. Among 
our black-skinned Bougainvilles, these light brown
skinned people are conspicuous strangers, often re
garded with suspicion and positive dislike. 

Wit>hin the bounds of the Teop Circuit there are 
a number of these plantations employing hundreds of 
men from New Guinea mainland, and our people are 
gradually coming to see them, not as the despised 
"redskins," but as folk for whom Christ died, and as 
we have become less prejudiced, we have found a 
kinship with many of them who are Protestants, or 
have been influenced . by one or other of the Protestant 
Missions. We know these men foce special temptations 
in long months-sometimes years-away from their 
Mission teachers, and so we have felt called . to reach 
out a friendly hand to them and go to them with 
Word, to bring them nearer to Christ and strengt>hen 
them in the Way. Sometimes they are able to come 
to our village or station churches on a Sunday, and 
when they do we always try to include them in the 
service by having at least part of it in Melanesian 
Pidgin, which is the Lingua Franca in these parts. 
At other times our pastors visit them where they 
work, and if possible take a service w}t~· , them. 
Another small service we have been able to do for 
them is to secure Hymn Books, Scriptures and devo
tional books from their own Missions in their own 
languages, so that they may have these aids to 
devotion when their need of them is often very great. 
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Malaya Letter 
(Malaya was to attain political independence on August 31st. A Methodist missionary there writes of the 
work of God in the capital, Kuala Lumpur. His work is mainly among Chinese). 

Dear Friends, 

For the first time in several weeks this is a 
quiet evening with no meetings, the telephone hasn't 
rung for the lost hour, and so it's a good time to 
write you a letter. This is Easter week, and like 
yo1.1r church we hove a full schedule of services. 
To-morrow evening is Moundy Thursday, and our choir 
will sing Stainer's "Crucifixion" followed by Holy 
Communion. On Good Friday there will be a three-hour 
service beginning at noon, followed in the evening by 
a -united service of all the Protestant churches in the 
city. Easter Sunday we hove a sunrise service at 
6.30, followed by a fellowship breakfast for all the 
church members, and then at 9. 15 o.m .; thirty-two 
young people will confess their faith in Christ in 
-baptism and be token into church membership. All 
of them hod fourteen weeks of careful preparation in 
membership classes . In the evening the service will 
be broadcast throughout Malaya and Singapore. So 
another Easter comes, and with it a fresh coll to each 
one of us to allow the risen Christ to reign within. 
INTER-CHURCH AID: 

On my return to Malaya lost September, one of 
t<he urgent needs awaiting was the recruitment of more 
doctors, nurses, teachers, and evangelists for our New 
Village work. We hove written much over the post 
years concerning this great challenge among the 
500,000 resettled Chinese. Now, we hove twenty-three 
full-time workers, but there ore so many places colling 
for our help. So in February at Bishop A-mstutz's 
request, I mode a quick trip to Manila, Hongkong, and 
Bangkok to interview possible recruits. Fifty-five years 
ago the work of the Methodist Church in the Philip
pines was part of Singapore distri-ct, and their first 
missionaries went there from Malaya. Now, to-day 
they hove a church of over 100,000, and so my visit 
was to ask them to start repaying their debt and send 
us some Filipino missionaries. In the five days in 
Manila some twenty-seven people come to offer their 
servi-ces, and from these we hope to hove at least one 
doctor, two nurs;s and some others come to Malaya. 

In Hongkong more were interviewed and five 
were invited to -come, including a fine couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wu, who will give half time to translation work 
for the Malayan Christion Council. 

In Ohiengmoi, five hundred miles north of 
Bangkok, a Thai nurse offered her services. This is 
truly a thrilling experience to be port of a pioneer 
movement which will change the traditional ideas of 
missionaries being, white people to the younger churches 
of Asia becoming sending churches rather than receiv
ing churches. The churches in South East Asia hove 
so for been almost unknown to each other. Our 
church in Malaya knows more about Methodist churches 
in Wisconsin than in Manila . Yet we hove common 

Wesley Methodist Church, 
2 Wesley Rood, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaya . 
April 19, 1957. 

problems of evangelism and witness, and there is a 
great need to hove on increased exchange of workers . 
I would like to quote from Rojoh Monickom, Bishop 
of the Lutheran Church in Indio: "While the evon
gelizotion of Asia may be undertaken in partnership 
between the younger and the older churches . . . the 
primary responsibility of winning Asia to Christ must 
rest on the Asian chur-ches. To-day Delhi and Djakarta, 
Manila on::J Mandalay . . . hove become suburbs of 
the City of Mon in a new East Asia. But the Gospel 
makes us reoli?e that they ore intended to be suburbs 
of -the City of God." 

MERDEKA. 

The word on everybody's lips in Malaya these 
days is Merdeko (freedom), and August 31 is Merdeka 
Doy when the Union Jock, ofter 150 years, will be 
replaced by the sto-r and crescent and stripes of the 
Malayan -flog . 1'he Malays, who ore 1 00 % Muslim, 
will be the majority rulers in partnership with minority 
representation •from ·1'he Chinese, Indian and Eurasian 
population. Here ore some of the changes we will 
hove from September l st. Islam becomes the State 
religion, Maloy replo-ces English as the · offi-cial lan
guage, the two and a half million Chinese will hove 
to give up dual citizenship instead of having their 
loyalty divided between Malaya and Red Chino or 
Formoso. Thousands of British officials will hove their 
}obs nationalised, and they ore being given bonuses 
as high as $30,000 to cancel their contracts and return 
to Britain. It is not that all of them con be replaced 
by local people, but the tides of nationalism ore 
running high these days and emotions tend to prevail 
over reason. 

Singapore becomes on independent State next 
year, and it is worthy of note that the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education ore both active members 
of the Methodist Church. 

One question that vexes us is that too few Chris
tians are active in political life. Among the 47,000 
students in our Methodist schools, there is little inter-est 
in •political problems as opposed to vernacular schools 
where there is tremendous o_ctivity unfortunately 
generated by the Comr:nunist party, undercove r. Chinese 
students the other day in Penong used their own ,blood 
to write on scrolls used to protest against the Maloyoni
sotion of their schools which they claimed would destroy 
Chinese culture. These problems all coll for much 
understanding and prayerful activity on our port. , 

Malaya geographically, and to a ·certain extent 
economically, holds the key to stability in South East 
Asia. 

Sincerely, 

LOMA and HARRY HAINES. 
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From the Editor's Mailbag 
FROM A QUARTERLY MEETING: 

It was the unanimous desire of the members 
present at the Christohurch East Quarterly Meeting, 
that I should write and e~press how well satisfied we 
were with the £leputotion work of Mr. Gordon Dey. 
His very much down to earth talk on the practical 
side of the difficulties that a-re faced by our represen
tatives overseas captivated and educated us. This 
is the first time that most of us hove listened to a lay 
deputation from overseas, who gave us a picture of 
the work that we hove not hod before . We con 
assure you, that wherever Mr. Dey hos been, there 
will be a better understanding of, and a greater desi·re 

. to, help forward our overseas work. 

-J . H. YARR, Circuit Steward. 

THE TREASURER ACKNOWLEDGES: 
The moil hos brought two anonymous donations 

which we cannot acknowledge by post, no address being 
supplied. Both came o-fter the publication in "The 
Methodist Times" of Mr . David Petersen's account of 
the po·rtiol rebuilding of the Folomoi (Soldiers') Mem
orial Church, at Mono Island. 'Well Wisher' sent £20 
and 'One in Christ' £ l 0. Both gifts ore acknowledged 
with thanks . · 

PERMANENT CHURCHES. 
The people now ore beginning to wont buildings 

that do not •require reroofing every few years. There 
are quite a number of building schemes on hand, 
especially for Honiara, Gizo and Mono. Much more 
money is needed, so ways and means are sought. 
Having seen bazaars in Fiji and noting, that the Roman 
Catholics :had held a successful bazaar at Honiara, 
Aesake Vula decided to see what the Honiara Method
ists could do. He decided on a date, got his people 
to write to their folks at Roviana, Choiseul and Bilua, 
and asked for the Chairman 's presence. So the first 
Meiihodist Bazaar was held at Honiara and was a 
huge success, £350 being -raised. Now others wish 
to follow suit and great interest is aroused . A more 
sociable spirit is being displayed and a wider outlook 
fostered. This is all to the good and is helping to 
counter the folly of · some who ape the drinking habits 
of many of the Europeans in the district . 

-Rev. J . R. Metcalfe , Roviana. 

Peter Beck, one of our old boys, :has retu
0

rned 
from Fiji and is now a Native Medical Practitioner, 
having qualified in the minimum time and bringing 
a number of gold medals with 1him, tokens of his 
proficiency. He is not at all spoilt by his success 
and has thrown in his lot with us. He promises to 
be a pillar of the Church . 

The Quarterly Meetings are gaining in power. So 
many attend that they ore becoming unwieldy, and 
we hove decided to ask Synod for permission to hold 
them in two sections except for the July one. More 
people are taking po·rt, which means increased interest 
for all concerned. Leaders' Meetings are also being 
held, with Catechists in the · Chair. 1:here are two 
new Preaching Places on the Pion. During the year 
the first service for the reinstatment of Members 
took place. It was truly devotional, and the four 
people concerned, two men and two women, spoke with 
feeling . 

The amount received last year in the Roviana 
Thanksgiving reached an all-time record of £3,400 . 
Some of the villages gave splendidly and rejoiced our 
hearts, but there are others who have no sense of 
obligation as yet. We believe that there is a growing 
sense of responsibility and pray that the members of 
the Circuit Stoff, European and Solomon Islanders, may 
not foil in their efforts to lead the peqple to a full 
understanding of the saving power of the Gospel of 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

-Rev. J . R. Metcalfe, Roviono . 

PROGRESS AT MENDI. 
"Semi-permanent buildings, although well-built, 

confront us with a bio maintenance problem and are 
not ·really on economic proposition," writes the Rev . 
Gordon Young, the Superintendent of Overseas Mis
sions. "However, in view of the location of the high
lands and the consequent cost of air freight, there is 
no alternative in this early period . Therefore, selected 
local materials are being used to erect the necesary 
buildings on all stations." 

The Gospel is preached regularly to ever
increasing congregations in three churches and fifty
seven preaching places. As the preachers acquire 
greater facility with these difficult languages, so there 
is a growth in comprehension of spiritual truth · by 
the people . The establishment of our first five 
teachers' stations, following the gradual relaxation 
of restrictions on our movell)ent, is a forward step. 
"We are conscious of the need for systematic pastoral 
visitation," writes Mr. Young, "and this will be im
plemented when practicable." 

The task of winning a primitive people for 
Christ challenges each worker to ceaseless endeavour 
in the spirit of love. 

HONIARA. 
"The spiritual lives of the people in Honiara met 

many difficulties during the last year. In some things 
spiritual weakness of the people con be seen and other 
things we con prove they ore strong in the Lord and 
His work. I r~ommended that the lost year was a 
year of advance in the spiritual life of our people . 
I marked their enthusiasm in the works of tne Lord 
to be the signs of their moving onward to abide in 
Christ. ~he attendance to the service and praye·rs 
were better . than before. Their working together for 
mission work proved the quality of their fellowship 
in Jesus Christ, and their generosity to the work of 
God marked their love for Him . Honiara gave more 
than what she gave before to the annual offering . 
We were divided according to our Islands circuits, 
there were four divisions, and the smallest section 
was Bilua Circuit, which consisted only of six single 
young men, but their offering scored the second lmgest 
amount of money that was given from the four divisions 
which totalled £27. This was very big money if we 
regard the small wages of the people, and from only 
six young men whose love to the worldly things can 
be strong in their minds to block thei-r willing hearts 
and generosity to God, I could say that they cannot 
give a big money like that unless thei·r spiritual lives 
in Christ is inspired by the Spirit of God. As Jesus 
Christ Himself said to His Disciples as in St. John 
15 :4 -5, 'Abide in Me and I in you, for without Me 
ye con do nothing .. . ' " -Rev. Aisake Vulo. 

. 
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Missionary Personalities 
The Foreign Mission Board recently received with 

regret the resignation of Sister Olive Money, against 
whose return to the field the Doctor's verdict :has been 
recorded. Her replacement as secretary to the Chair
man of the Solomon Islands District is urgently required . 
Is t<here a vounri woman cleri·cal worker moved to 
offer for this wo;k? See your minister and write to 
the General Secretary, at Box 5023, Auckland, C.1 . 

SISTER OLIVE MONEY, who cannot return to her 
post as Chairman's Secretary. Who will succeed her? 

The Board also received word that Mr. R. A. 
Mannall would be leaving their service in January: 
A motor mechanic with knowledge of Diesels is re
quired as his successor. 
NEW WORKERS: 

Miss Audrey Roberts, of Wellington West Circuit, 
at present training in midwifery at the . St. Helen's. 
Hospital, Auckland, has been accepted for service 
in the Solomons next year. 

Mr. Rodney Fleury, of Dunedin Sout<h Circuit, 
will commence in January a three-year term as a 
carpente-r on the field. Another carpenter is also 
needed. 

The Board will ask Conference to appoint the 
Rev. Philip Taylor to the ·first ministerial vacancy 
occurring in the Solomon Islands. 

No ap,pl icant -has yet been accepted for the post 
of woman teacher in the New Guinea Highlands. 

DEPUT ATIO,NS: 
In a year when few male overseas m1ss1onaries 

are availab.le, we are grateful for the assistance of 
many friends in maintaining our overseas missionary 
deputation · programme. 

In Auckland, the Rev. and Mrs. P. F. Taylor 
have visted the .Franklin area; t<he Revs. W . E. A. Carr 
and G. F. Gilbert have made available their memories 
and pictures of Palestine and Korea respectively. In 
Taranaki-Wanganui, the Rev. F. H. Woodfield, Mrs. 
Trevor Shepherd and Mr. David Petersen, have gener
ously assisted. In South Auckland there has been help 
from the Rev . John Churchill, formerly of Tonga. The 
Wellington area had help from Simon Rigomu and 
Solomon Alu during their visit, whilst' the Wairarapa 
Circuits we·re visited by the Rev . W. K. Abbott, who 
recently returned from a trip to the Solomon Islands. 

· The second :half of the year holds prospects of 
more overseas visitors. Before his return last month 
to the New Guinea Highlands, Mr. G. T. Dey spent 
July in a valued visitation of the North ~anterbury 
Circuits. 

The Rev_. C. J. Keigihtley, 'due home this 
will later visit Nelson and Otago, Southland. 

The Rev. Trevor Shepherd has been 
Victoria, in r'~turn· 'for last year's deputation 
in New Zealand of the Rev . Gordon Young. 

month, 

visiting 
service 

The General Secretary, who earlier took th~ film 
"Men of the Mountains" to Hawke's Bay-Manawatu 
and South Auckland, spent August mainly in North
land, and goes this · month to South Canterbury. 

MR. P. J. TWOMEY, M.B.E.: 
The respected Secretary of the Lepers' Trust 

Board has been engaged in an extensive tour of tihe 
South Pacific areas that benefit by the work of his 
Board. He went first to the Solomon Islands, where 
he visited not only Ozama Island leprosarium, but 
toured for a few days with Dr. Hoult, our Medical 
Superintendent. 

The latest and l9rgest evidence of the Lepers' 
Trust Board's support for our work is the provision of 
the new leprosy relief vessel, "Ozama Twomey." The 
similar Anglican vessel, · "Fauabu Twomey" is expected 
to sail a·bout publication date, and the "Ozama 
Twomey" will be dedicated at Auckland and set sail, 
it is expected later in the year . 

·----------------------------------------------------------------------------··-----------------------------------------
SCHOOL AT KABETEP. 

Burley Mesepitu, one of the Solomon Islands' 
workers in the Highlands, writes: 

"The work is growing slowly, and we are looking 
after this part of God's work, which is in our charge. 
I have built the school and it was finished in February. 
We have ape'ned school here, and the children are 
81; 51 boys and 30 girls. In the year 1956 they 
could not co•:ne, but all the time I went to the native 
people and talked to them about God, and · this year 

they are coming. There is a crowd of children, and 
Muriel is helping in the school. One morning we 
were in the midst of school and a chief came along 
from three miles from here, and he said, "I want 
to build a school house in my village, and I want a 
teacher to come and stay there to teach the. children ." 

I sent - him to Mr. Young, but there was no 
teacher. I have seen this village, a very nice village, 
and many people are living in that dist·rict. Now 
they have · begun to ask for a teacher, but we are 
short of teachers. We want some new teachers to come 
at the end of this year." 
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Who's Who on the Mission Fields 
REV. A. C. WATSON: 

"What had I that I could lay at Christ's com
mand?" This was the question that g,a•ve Alex. Watson 
pause at the Paerata Youth Conference of 1951. In 
review, youth's picture looked like this : .following high 
school, home on the farm, book-keeper, ditch digger, 
haybaler, truck driver, before three happy years as 
a Teachers' College student and student teacher. 

Two and a-half years in a Roman Catholic Maori 
village brought the young teacher under the i"nfluence 
of anotiher system of doctrine and apologetic . "I 
spent months wondering if in conscience I ought to 
accept the Roman Catholic faith," he writes. "But 
I could not part with the Christ I knew for the Christ 
I met therein ." A change of school to Ruatongato 
West, near Whongmei, obliged a more imaginative 
teoching effort and o:fforded a re-entry into Methodist 
Church life . 

This wealth and variety of early experience, min
gling strength with handicap, mode Alex Watson con
scious of his place among Christ's needy brethren. 
It became no longer a question of how useful he 
could be to Ohrist, but rather ,how he could show the 
diference that Divine control could make to a life. 
College "training was followed by, two happy probationary 
years at Toi'hope. 

REV. A. C. WATSON. 

Already, by this time, the name of Alex Watson 
stood on the list of missionary volunteers, so, when the 
opening came, he was prepared, if need be, to lay aside 
otiher prospects, and to accept the challenge of mission
ary service overseas . "I om still in the process of 
being mode into a minister of any worth," he writes. 
" One thing I know, whatsoever of worth there is in me, 
it comes from Christ. " 

M rs. Watson, nee Sheena Waddell of Mornington 
Circuit, is a trained nurse, who brings grace and skill 
to her work as missionary's wife. 

SISTER JUNE HILDER. 
Until she started nursing training, June Hilder hod 

spent her whole life at Birkdole in Birkenhead Circuit. 
For her, the opening of a Sunday. Sohool at Beach Hoven, 
when She was eleven, marked t,he beginnings of her 
spiritual growth . ' 'There I heard and believed the 
Gospel ," she writes, "In a short time I accepted Christ 

SISTER JUNE HILDER. 

as my Saviour." The Rev . William Getman began that 
Sunday School, and Sister June ,feels that she owes her 
conversion to him and to the leaders at Beach Hoven 
through those years. 

On leaving school, she took up factory work, but 
maintained her connection with Beach Hoven Sunday 
School. During these years S1he ·first became conscious 
of a call to mission service. 

Nursing training brought her into fellowship witih 
Pitt Street Church . Her main interests however were 
iher work and the N·urses' Christian Fellowship. Tra in
ing brought its successes, and Sister June holds the 
general, maternity, midwifery and Plunket certificates. 
Accepted for sel"Vice overseas, she was dedicated as a 
missionary sister at Beach Hoven in 1952. She served 
first at Roviono and has been more recently at Buka, 
where she now has charge of the Elizabeth Common 
Hospital. 

"I am certoi'n," writes Sister June, "that in God's 
work only is there true happiness, and equally certain 
that He is able to use anyone who is fully dedicated 
to Him." 

·--------------------------------------------------------· 
North Canterbury.-Tthe Quarterly meeting was pre

sided over by Mrs. H. L. Fiebig. Sister May Barnett 
led the devotions, saying that it is our tihoughts that 
God understands, and recalling occasions in her life as a 
missionary in tihe Solomon lslonds when she was con
scious of the oneness of worship in spite of differing 
languages. Arrangements were made . ,for. ·representa
tives to attend the M.W.M .U. Conference in October. 
It was reported that the Easter Offering had reached 
over £320 . Tthe synopsis of reports from all auxiliaries 
was read, revealing steady progressiv~ work a nd faith 
ful leadership . 
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Dear Friends, 

52 Croydon Avenue, 
Birkdole, 

Auckland. 

Greetings to oil the women who ihove token office 
again and to oil who hove token on a new position in 
the Auxiliaries and District Councils. Moy you oil be 
blessed as you do this work for the Master and find 
much joy in service. The annual .reports show a con
tinued spirit of fellowship and we ore sure that our 
many objectives will be attained. As the time for the 
Conference' comes near your Dominion Executive officers 
ore kept busy and are looking forward to meeting some 
of you in October. 

'fou will be pleased to hear that we hove a ,full 
staff for Kurohuno for next term. Miss Corrick who 
hos been helping three days a week hos come on to 
the staff permanently and Miss Betty Taylor of Darga- · 
ville will toke over the third position ofter the holidays. 
We do rejoice for Sister Madeline wiho has worked so 
faithfully without adequate hel,p for so long . Sister 
Winifred Bennett has just concluded deputation work 
on the West Coast and she hod a wonderful time of 
fellowship with the women of tihe different Auxiliaries 
as well as visiting schools and Sunday schools. We 
feel sure that the members there will feel that they ore 
more a,wore of t,he needs of the Maori work ofter Sister's 
visit . 

During my visit to the Hawkes Boy area, I was im
pressed by the lovely new Churches at Hastings and 
Gisborne, and the beautifully renewed Church at Napier. 
The whole atmosohere in these Churches was one of 
beauty and worship and we ore pleased that the people 
are toking such a pride in their Churches. The meetings 
were well attended and the interest shown by the women 
in the missionorv cause was a real thrill. At the Annual 
Meeting of the · District Council, the reports were very 
encouraging and a fine spirit of fellowship was evident. 
At the Napier Evening Auxiliory's 21st birthday party, 
Mrs. Trevor Shepherd talked obout 'her work among the 
natives of the Solomons, and told of many who were 
cured of their diseases, and brought to a knowledge of 
the Saviour of the world. She also showed some coloured 
slides of the station and the boys and girls there. There 
were members from as for away as Nelson, and the 
reminiscences of the beginning of tihe Auxiliaries were 
at times very amusing . We do congratulate the Napier 
women on the successful and inspiring Anniversary . 
At Woipukurau I spoke to a meeting of the Guild, and 
met there Mrs . Woodnutt, who was Sister Lilian Berry, 
one of the fi ,st Sisters who went to the Solomon Islands 
when we began our work there. lihey hove a gleaners' 
box, and all seem very interested in the working of the 
Missionary Union . At Woiroo they have two women's 
meetings, on afternoon and on evening Fireside Circle. 
Both ore keenly interested in Missions, and I was able 
to give them news of the work our Sisters ore doing 
among the Maori people and also in the Islands. 

My greetings to you all. 

Yours in Auxiliary bonds, 

GLADYS CARTER, 
President. 

DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS 
Auckland. - Representatives from Woitemoto, 

Franklin and Auckland District Co·uncils met in the 
Pitt St. Church parlour on Monday, 15th July, to meet 
Miss Rozon, on Australian Methodist missionary from 
Poona, Indio . A worm welcome was extended to her 
from Mrs. Scrivin, of Auckland District Council and from 
Mrs. Corter, President of the Dominion Executive of the 
M.W.M.U. After morning tea, served by the Hospi 
tality Committee of the Auckland District Council, Miss 
Rozon sp:ike on the problems of Indio and in particular 
of her work as Matron-in-charge of on Orphanage in 
Poona. A shoulder spray was presented to Miss Rozon 
who in replying expressed her appreciation of the op
portunity to meet missionary women in Auckland. 

Waitemata.-The Annual Convention was held at 
Birkenhead . During the Devotional period, Mrs. Brant 
spoke of 'Saints' of whom there were many olive today. 
The Treasurer reported that £ 116 ihod been forwarded 
to the Dominion Treasurer for the quarter. Mrs. Brook
er led the afternoon devotions speaking on the "Work to 
Emmaus." Sister Lino Jones, with rhe aid of a mop, 
helped us to visualize where each Sister was stationed in 
the Solomons, and something of rhe work she was doing. 
Beach Hoven is to be congratulated on recently cele
brating its 21st birthday. 

The Evening Circles of the Council met at Toko
puno in the evening of the some day. The President 
spoke of Timothy and the inHuence of the older folk in 
the home. Poul cherished rhe friendship of Timothy. 
Sister Lino Jones gave a talk similar to the afternoon one 
on the octiivities of tihe Sisters. 

Franklin.-The Easter meeting conducted by the 
Rev . E. M. Marshall was held in Wesley College chapel. 
Officer:s of the Dominion Executive were present and each 
Auxiliary was well represented . Tihe President read 
from John 14, and the Easter Offering was rece ived 
and dedicated. Mrs. Corter, Dominion President was the 
speaker. She outlined some of the history of the Mis
sionary work and stressed the need of constant prayer 
for the workers at Home and Overseas . The service con
cluded with Communion. In the afternoon a Gorden 
Party was held in the College grounds, when games and 
competitions were enjoyed by everyone. A hearty vote 
of thanks was extended to Rev. E. M . and Mrs. Marshall 
for their kind ho pitolity. 

The District Council meeting was held at Woiuku, 
the President being in the Choir . Devotions were led by 
Mrs. Gollichan, whose subject was "Come, just as you 
ore." "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cost 
out." Business followed, and the Roll-coll was answered 
by five A,uxiliories. Interesting reports were given, 
special notice be ing token of different me1'hods of rais
ing funds for the Special Objective. 

South Auckland.-The Moy Convention met at 
Hamilton East when a large representation :from the vari
ous auxiliaries was present. All were reminded by the 
Rev . C. B. Oldfield of the binding and sacred relation 
ship of the "New Covenant" between God and His 
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p eople . Wh en they accept t>he relationship they ore 

given tihe peace and power to love and se rve Him . 
Reports were received from Auxiliaries and the Easter 
Offering, amounting to £58/ 12/ 6. Loter Mrs. Whim
ster conducted a devotional period on "Service," em
phasizing that to all comes the choice of giving them
selves completely and unreservedly to God's work. Sister 
June Peters, a worker among Maori women and children 
in t,he district, spoke of the difficulties of her work, but 
considered it worth while and a privilege. Members 
were reminded of the Conference to be held in October. 

Mrs. W. R. Francis and Mrs. I. Ramage closed the con
vention with a devotional period . 

Tha-mes Valley.-Alr-hough there was only a small 

attendance at the lost Council a fine spirit of devotion 
and fellowship prevailed throughout. The President 
stressed that t,honksgiving should underlie all our service. 
The Treasurer reported that £69 /2/ l O had been re
ceived in the first quarter of the year, while Auxiliary re
p orts showed that interest was being well maintained . 
One group ,had held a very successful Chrysanthemum 
afternoon and onot-her an evening of Magic, in aid of 
Spe-cial Obj ective funds. The Stomp Secretary urged 
the use and saving of J d and all commemorative stamps, 
especially the Queen Elizabeth 8d . Members were re
minded to save milk bottle tops for re-sole. 

One of the highlig1hts of tihe District year to date 
hod been tihe Convention held at Te -Aroha . There we 
had been privileged to have with us Sister Rita Snowden, 
Vice-President of Conference . Her devotional talk "In 
t<he Midst" brought the reality of Christ's presence with 
us and prepared us for the enlightening and challenging 
add resses of Mrs. T. F. Whimste r, formerly a Methodist 
Deaconess in England, and of Sister Groce Clement of 
Te Kuiti . The need for more workers overseas, and on 
assistant at Kurohuno was re-emphasised and a period 
of intercession brought the Council meeting to a close. 

Bay of .Plenty.-Held at Taurongo, this meeting 
was very well attended, tihoug:h apologies were received 
from flhree Auxiliaries . The Devotions, led by Mrs. 
Nioholson , of Touronga, were rn_ost helpful, the subject 
being, "The Lord is my Teacher." The President dedi 
cated the Easter Offering, which amounted to £39 /0/ 6. 
Mrs. Mapp read a very interesting letter from Rev. C. J. 
and Mrs . Keig1htlev . Re·oorts from Auxiliaries showed 
progress and i~terest in missionary work . After flhe busi 
ness, Mrs. R. V . Anderson (Matomoto), showed inter
esting films of her recent overseas tour, which were 
greatly appreciated . 

Manawatu.-The District Council annual meeting 

was held in Trinity Church schoolroom, Palmerston 

North . Our District President read a few verses from 

St. Mark's Gospel , chapters 12 and 14, and spoke on 

"She hath done what she could ." It is for ·us to give 

our best and whatever our talents may be in the Master's 

service. 
All but one Auxilitry answered the roll-call Bunny

thorpe was welcomed as a new auxiliary. First timers 

stood up and received a worm welcome. 

Reports received from Auxiliaries showed that a 

keen interest is being token in the work of our mission

aries both at home- and overseas . Parcels of used 

clothing hove been sent to Sister Frances Smiflh in Ham

ilton . A discussion took place on " sending magazines 

to Sisters in the Solomons." We decided that when we 

write to Sisters we ask if magazines would be use.ful 
to them. Each Auxiliary in our district writes to one 

Sister each. month. 

Full di scussion took place on the advisability of 

com bining Guild and Auxiliary meetings, decided to 

defer judgment until we know more about t<he working 
of the two organisations together, from those who 

have tried it. 

Tihere hos been a small increase in numbers over 

the year and the ·financial statement showed an increase 

of £60. 
Our District Council :meetings are a time of Spiri 

tual refreshment as well as learning much of our work 

by questions and discussion . We go back to our 

Auxiliaries wi th renewed interest and to -poss on what 

we hove learned . 

Taranaki.-The Annual Convention was held at 
Elt,harn . The President welcomed representatives from 
all auxiliaries in ·the District. A soeciol welcome was 
extended to Mrs. T . Shepherd, Siste r Betty Yeorbury, 
and eig1ht first-timers. This was followed by Communion. 
The very pleasing total of £249 / 5 / 2 was handed in. 

Eleven parcels had been sent to Home Sisters and to 
Kurahuno . Aux il iaries were asked to consider inc reas
ing the representatives' travelling expenses levy from 

2/- to 2 / 6. Mrs. Shepherd told of her work in the 
Solomon Islands in a manner that proved very informa
tive and of great inspiration. 

Hawkes Bay.-Representotives from five aux iliaries 
met at the Methodist Youttih Centre for the annual Con
vention. The Rev . D. Trebilco, Wairoa, took t,he Com
munion service . Business occup ied the morning, when 
various reports were adopted. T:he afternoon session 
was well attended, and visitors from Eltiham and Wairoo 
were welcomed by the president . An inspiring address 
was given by Miss R. D. Bt1nt. 

West Coast.-There was a good attendance at the 

Quarterly meeting held at tihe home of Mrs . L. Schaef. 
Afte r lunch together, Mrs. Dash opened the meeting, 
based her reading and talk on Miss Purdie 's Conferenc e 
address, "Looking Up." All auxiliary reports slhowed 
keen interest and devotions based on .faith and prayer. 
The Treasurer stressed the desirability of receiving re
turns from auxiliaries on time, to enable Districts to 
meet their own commitments. An increase in member
ship was very pleasing to note . The Stamp secretary 
now had three reliable dealers, whioh was very satis

fa-ctory. 

Wairarapa.- The Quarterly meeting and annual 
Convention was held at Greytown, 39 answering the 

Roll -call. The meeting opened witlh the C0mmunion 
service. In his pre-communion address, the Rev. F. J . 

Climo said that our mission work was one of the most 
vital parts in our church life today . He based his 
address on the text, "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me." 
In welcoming all present, our President said she hoped 
it would be a day of inspiration and fellow S1hip to all. 
A greeting from the Dominion President, Mrs . G. Carter, 

was read . Easter Offerings amounted to £13 / 16 / 3 . 
Auxiliary reports showed that our mission work continues 
to flourish, and a keen interest is being token by all 
members . A prayer session was held, 3 members from 
each auxiliary taking part. Our guest speaker, Mrs . 
Les. Hayman, of Johnsonville, gave a very . vivid descrip
tion of her life and experiences in occ,upied Poland during 
the last war. She also spoke of the great work carried 
out by the Quakers after the cessation of hostilities and 
tihe work she and her husband ihad assisted with in the 
British Zone in Germany. 



Methodist Foreign Missionary Society of New Zealand 

(BASED ON 1956 RETURNS OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE). 



Missionaries' Addresses: 
SOLOMON ISLANDS DISTRICT: 

All AIRMAIL for the following missionaries should be 
addressed: 

Methodist Mission, 
Barakoma Airfield, 
Vella Lavella, 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

SURFACE MAIL: 
Methodist Mission, 
P.O. Gizo, 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

ROV IANA CIRCUIT: 
Rev. & Mrs. J. R. Metcalfe 
Rev. & Mrs. A. H. Hall 
Rev. & Mrs. A. C. Watson 
Dr. G. E. Hoult 
Sister Myra Fraser (Teacher) 
Sister Norma Neutze (Nurse) 
Sister Lesley Bowen (Nurse) 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Mannall (Engineer) 
Mr. W. R. Sharples (Carpenter) 
Mr. N. G. Ball (Carpenter) 
Mr. J. M. Miller (Joiner)* 

VELLA LAVELLA CIRCUIT: 
Rev. & Mrs. Trevor Shepherd* 
Sister Joy Thompson (Nurse) 
Sister Audrey Grice (Teacher) 

CHOISEUL CIRCUIT: 
Rev. & Mrs. D. I. A. McDonald 
Sister Lucy Money (Deaconess) 
Sister Nancy Ball (Teacher) 
Sister Audrey Highnam (Nurse) 

BUI N CIRCUIT: 
ADDRESS for Buin Circuit : 

Methodist Mission, 
Kihili, Buin, 
South Bougainville, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 
Rev. & Mrs. A. H. Voyce 
Sister Ada Lee (Teacher), Kihili 

• Sister Beulah Reeves (Teacher), Kihili 
Sister Merle Carter (Nurse)* 
Sister Pamela Beaumont (Teacher), Tonu 
Sister Mary Addison (Nurse), Tonu 
Mr. C. V. Wills (Carpenter), Kihili 

TEOP CIRCUIT: 
ADDRESS for Teop Circuit: 

Methodist Mission, 
Kekesu, Teop, 
Sohano, Bougainville, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 
Rev. & Mrs. G. G. Carter 
Sister Thelma Duthie (Teacher) 
Sister Rewa Williqmson (Nurse) 

BUKA CIRCUIT: 
ADDRESS for Buka Circuit : 

Methodist Mission, 
Skotolan, Buka Passage, 
Bougainville, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA. 
Rev. & Mrs. G. A. R. Cornwell 
Sister June Hilder (Nurse) 
Sister Norma Graves (Teacher) 

PAPUA-NEW GUINEA HIGHLANDS DISTRICT: 

MENDI CIRCUIT Address: 
Methodist Overseas .Missions, 
Mendi, 
via GOROKA, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA . 

Australian workers: 
Rev. & Mrs. G. H. Young 
Mr. & Mrs. D. A. Johnston (Agriculturalist) 
Miss E. F. Wilson (Teacher) 

Deaconess from Germany: 
Sister Lydia Mohring 

New Zealand W orker: 

Mr. G. T. Dey (Carpenter) 

* On furlough. 

TARI CIRCUIT Address: 
Methodist Overseas Missions, 
Tari, 
via GOROKA, 
TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA 

Australian Workers: 
Rev. & Mrs. R. L. Barnes 
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Hutton (Teacher) 

Deaconess from Germany: 
Sister Elisabeth Kessler 

New Zealand workers: 
Rev. & Mrs. C. J . Keightley* 
Sister Edith James (Nurse) 

N.B.: Sister Phyllis Rudolph (Teacher), designated for the Solomon Islands, completes this month her 
training at George Brown Colle:ie, 5 Rogers Avenue, Haberfield, N.S.W., AUSTRALIA. 
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HEAD OFFICE: METHODIST FOREIGN MISSION DEPARTMENT 
Box 5023, AUCKLAND, C. 1. Telegrams: Nomolos, AUCKLAND 

General Secretary & Editor " The Open Door": REV. S. G. ANDREWS. 

Lay Treasurer: MR. G. S. GAPPER. 

Manager of Publications: SISTER LINA JONES. 

Editor "The Lotu' (Children's paper): REV. E. C. LEADLEY, 

463 Gladstone Rood, GISBORNE. 
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