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"WHITE UNTO HARVEST." 
Extracts from the General Secretary's Report on his visit to the Solomon Islands 

District, 1935. 

For journeying mercies and abundant 
health during 5½ months of constant 
t ravel, we give to God our humble and 
grateful thanks. 
Staff. 

As a society, we have every reason to 
be abundantly grateful to God for the men 
and women He has called to His service 
in the Solomons, and our impression is 
that each worker is equally grateful for 
the opportunity and privilege of service. 
As long as the staff is human, there are 
certain to be minor differences, but it 
augurs well for the future of the work 
that regarding the things that really 
count-major matters of policy and all 
vital interests of the kingdom-there is 
among our men and women a real spirit 
of unity. 

Our visit has impressed us more than 

ever with a sense of gratitude to God for 
the wisdom, statesmanship, courage and 
devotion of the Chairman of the Di;trict. 
None of us can fully realise all he has 
meant, and still means, to the Solomons. 
It is hard, too, to realise that there is 
only one man in the active ministry in 
our Conference who is his senior. In 
spite of a long ministry under very diffi­
cult conditions, he retains the ardour and 
vigour of youth, and we are glad in the 
expectation that he will be spared to lead 
our work on the Field for yet many years. 
He has our love and utmost confidence 
and, in spite of occasional disagreements 
on minor matters, we believe this to be 
true also of every member of the staff. 

That there is much more work to be 
done than the present staff can compass 
there can be no shadow of doubt. Exten-

Native Teachers, 
" Kokeqolo, Roviana. 
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:~on-for which, particularly on ougain­
nlle and Buka. the time i fully ripe­
?emand ' more worl er . E 1en to develop 
<ldequately the ,·ork "' e already lmve in 
h~nd. ~he pre ent ·taff i insufficient. 
P10neerrng work involves much tra,·elling 
?n the part of the mi sionary a 1d even 
m Yell-establi hed circuits the man in 
t harge mu t pay frequent Yi sit to his 
numero~ station to encourage and direct 
th natl e teacher . This tra\·elling in­
vol~,e~ ab e!1ce from the cireuit or ection 
trai?rng m titution which militates 
agam t the training and development of 
:tu dent ~or the native ministry \ rhich, 
rn tL~r!1, hmd~rs the supply of workers at 
a cn~1cal perwd. The re-appointment of 
a. th1_rd . man to the Bougainville-Buka 
Circmt 1s an urgent neces ity. Messrs. 
Cropp and Voyce are men of exceptional 
·trength and devotion, and have been 
remarkably succe sful both in pioneering 
and consolidation work, but they are being 
m·ertaxed as also are their ,vives. They 
have great plans for extension among 
people who eagerly await the Gospel as 
i'0?!1 as men and money are available. 

I ?e work among the ~ omen, girls, and 
bab1~ of Southern Bougainville-to ay 
not~mg ?f the loneline of the mission­
ary s wife . who seldom, if ever, sees 
an?ther white woman-demand the ap­
pom~ment of a Si ter to Tonu a soon as 
pos 1ble. 

ledicaJ Work. 
Our medical ,vork ha been sorely 

:trick n by the withdrawal of the doctor 
~nd his nur ing ·taff, but is still a vitally 
1mportant branch of our organisation. 

~fr . Leadle} and urse Cannon are 
domg excellent ,rnrk at Roviana, a sisted 
by _a competent taff of native medical 
as ·1stants and nurses. The building used 
a a hospital was not erected for this 
pu_rpose, but has been adapted and erves 
fcl:1rly well. It is of European material 
wit~ a c~ntral ward capable of accommo­
dat~ng ix cots. and a wide verandah 
var!ous parts of which. are used as out~ 
patients department, dispensary, etc. 

~he m~teFnity ward is an adjacent 
nat1 e bmldmg which is shortly to be 
renewed. 

Since the w_ithdrawal of the doctor and 
ta~ from B~lua, the medical work at 

Rov1an~ has mcreased considerably. 
Matermty and Child Welfare Work 

In additi?n to the work being c·arried 
out at Roviana, splendid service is being 
rendered by Sister Ethel McMillan at 
B::tmbatai:a, on the Island of Choiseul, 
Sister Ehabeth Common at Skotolan on 
the Island _of Buka, and Mrs. A. H. V ~yce 
a~ Tonu, m Southern Bougainville, par­
ticularly as regards Maternity and Child 
Welfare W or½. Each of these workers 
has a matermty ward and facilities-not 
always adequate-for the care of orphans 
and other babies. 

ative girls assist in this h ighly im­
por_ta.nt work and thus acquire valuable 
trammg. 

, i. ter ·..-:1hel )f.n)['ll 1 • ' · 1 an HlH h e r blac·k b ·thi"~ ·tt ] :> b ' "·' , :>an1 atan a . 

THE OPE 

There are excellent native ho pital · at 
Patutiva, Bambatana, Tonu, Tiop and 
Skotolan, all under the care of native 
medical assistants trained by our doctor · 
and nurses, and in several other place 
very good medical work i being done by 
the mis ionaries and their wives and 
native medical a sistant or teachers. 
Native medical assi tants are al o bravelv 
carrying on, as far a they are able, it 
the "Helena Goldie Ho pital," Bilua, and 
in the care of the Leper Settlement. 

To see the work and it po sibilitie i, 
to realise the urgency of the complete 
re-establi hment of our medical unit. The 
valuable work the native medical a si -
tants are doing i pos ible only becau e 
of the training they have received, and 
it is imperative that the source of such 
an essential service be not allowed to dry 
up. But thi, v 'ill surely happen if we are 
forced to continue long without the doctor, 
who is able, not only to train more native 
assi tants and nurses, but also to give 
refresher course to tho e already at 
work. We have an excellent and well­
equipped hospital at Bilua, and also a 
new hou e for the medical superintendent, 
and what i more, a brilliant and devoted 
young doctor eager to take up the work. 
It is unthinkable that the Church, by 
inadequate support, hould long delay the 
appointment. 
Educational Work. 

Considering the fact that even in the 
oldest part of the District the people have 
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had a written language for not more 
than 30 year , the educational standard 
reached, particularly at Roviana, is of a 
high order. ... ot only i" thi true of our 
District and, to a le ' .... er degree, our Cir­
cuit In titution , but al o of most of 
the village hools in the British Solo­
mon . Throughout ew Georgia and 
V Ila Lavella, and to a le ser extent, Choi-
eul, it is unusual to find a native-apart 

from the very old and very young-who 
cannot read and write. On Bougainville 
and Buka most of the village chools have 
been established from a few we k to a 
few year only, but even there excellent 
progress is being made. 

We examined core of village -chools 
throughout the district and were pro­
foundly impressed with the effectivene . 
of the work achieved in most of them. 
We also had the privilege of seeing the 
tudents of the various circuit and ection 

training institution at work both in and 
out of school, and noted not only the ex­
cellent work the white brethren are doing, 
but also the outstanding capacity of many 
of the native tutors. Many of the tutor 
and catechists, in addition to the native 
probationers, show real power and initia­
tive that augur well for the future leader­
ship of the Native Church. 

In a recent report on education in the 
British Solomons, the Resident Commis­
ioner made the following remark , which 

constitute a triking testimony both to 
the educational policy of our mission and 

Yiew of Mi ,·ioH 
Station, Tonu, . bow­
ing hou of atiY(' 
. frrlical A.ssi tant and 
_ ative Tuto1·, witl1 
School in th<" tlh,h n<'''· 
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the thoroughness with which it has been 
carried out by Mr. Goldie and his Euro­
pean and Native colleagues :-

It should here be said to the credit of 
the Methodist Mission that the native 
clerks at present in Government service 
have been trained, without exception 
under Mr. Goldie's care." ' 

"It was generally conceded that the 
native teachers of the Methodist Mission 
were probably in advance of the rest of 
the group." 

The Alma Mater of practically all the 
Western Solomon Islanders who, as 
preachers, teachers and Government ser­
v_ants, are making such a large contribu­
tion to the well-being of their people is 
our District Training College at Kokeqolo. 
Frol? the early days of the mission the 
Chairman has been convinced of the im­
portance of a well educated as well as a 
saved and sanctified native ministry and 
p~ople. He has been _ably supported by 
his European and Native colleagues with 
the r~sult that, to-day, we have a college 
of which we have; every right to be proud. 
I have seen other native institutions that 
can boast better buildings and equipment 
but none that is doing more eff ectiv~ 
work. 

Some of the &'raduate~ of this college 
have done splendid work m the pioneering 
field o! Bougainville and Buka, acting as 
catechists of various sections. Many more 

are ready and eager to go to this newer 
and needy work, but the Government of 
the Mandated Territory of New Guinea 
has refused to let these highly-qualified 
and d~voted tear:he~s enter that territory 
of which Bougamv1lle and Buka form a 
part. The objection is based upon the 
to us, inadequate reason that trouble ha~ 
been caused by certain Solomon Islanders 
principally Malaita men. It seems un~ 
r~asonable and illogical to exclude Chris­
tian teachers, who are both wanted and 
needed by the people, because trouble has 
been caused by a~ entirely different type. 
The Government 1s also anxious that we 
should repatriate the Solomon Islands 
teachers now in the territory, and has 
refused to give permission to those who 
have gone to the British Solomons on 
furlough to return. 

~he Ch_airma;1 and I journeyed to Rabaul 
to mterv1ew His Honor the Administrator. 
but unfortunately he was away and did 
no~ return until the night before my boat 
sailed for Sydney. He graciously gave us 
an _hour of a very busy morning, during 
w:h1ch the above and other matters were 
discussed. He was adamant regarding the 
non-transfer of British Solomon Islands' 
teach~rs to Bou~ainville and Buka, but 
pr~m~1sed to consider the question of per­
m1ttmg Bou~ainville and Buka students 
to go to Roviana for training. The Chair­
~an i:emained in Rabaul for a further 
mterv1ew, at w_hic~ His Honor gave con­
sent for Bougamv1lle and Buka students, 

On Choiseul - Village 
Church-School w i t h 
people and scholars. 
Teacher on extreme 

right. 
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to the number of thirty, to proceed t 
Kokeqolo for training. We are grateful 
for this concession, which will greatly 
facilitate our work, and equally grateful 
to the Chairman for his able advocacy of 
our case. 

a entral Training School for girls Many 
of our teachers are unmarried - and 
gravely handicapped in their work iu 
consequence-becau e of the lack of uit­
ably trained girls. An educated Christian 
girl, trained in imple methods of hygiene, 

house in the 1nountains of North-east Bougainville. 
Note tiny door, the only entrance. 

Technical Training. 
Closing down the saw-mill and the 

cessation of building, repairs, etc., for 
financial reasons·, have interfered with 
our important technical work. In Joni 
we have a devoted and capable craftsman. 
He has a number of students under his 
care, and these, directed by the Chairman, 
are doing very good service as ship­
wrights and carpenters. They have re­
cently reconditioned the "Ilehe" and 
installed in her the engine they had 
removed from the old "Hilda," thus giving 
to Choiseul a very serviceable boat. This 
class of work is not only valuable training 
for the technical students, but saves the 
Society a considerable sum of money. 

It is important that, in the near future, 
the technical work and saw-mill be again 
in full swing and making their consider­
able contribution to the development of 
the race. 

Central Training School for Girls. 
Viewing conditions on the Field and 

discussing the matter at length with the 
Chairman and other workers have con­
vinced us more than ever of the need of 

maternity and child-welfare work, teach­
ing and Christian leadership, can, as a 
teacher's wife, exercise a profound influ­
ence upon the women and girls of. the 

· village and definitely hasten the coming 
of the Kingdom of God. 

Our idea had been that such a school 
could be maintained at the District Insti­
tution, thus solving some of the problems 
of supervision, staff, and consequent cost 
of maintenance. The Chairman, however, 
is of the opinion that it should be a 
separate institution. This would mean 
not only the initial cost of such a venture, 
but also a fairly considerable annual 
expenditure for additional staff. We hope, 
through the year, to secure from the 
Chairman an estimate of both initial cost 
and annual expenditure. 

At Bambatana, Tonu, and kotolan, 
very good work is being done in the 
training of girls, and quite a number of 
teachers are happier and more effective 
in their work because they have as wives 
girls trained iri these circuit institutions. 
The good work thus done serves to em­
phasise the possibilities of a well-staffed 
and equipped central school. 
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Conclu ion. 
That a wond rful \ ork of od has been 

wrought in th Wes tern Solomon i 
be ond di 'pute. Every activity ha had, 
and till r tain a it central purpo e, 
th winning of the people for Jesus Christ 
and r vealing to them His way of life and 
s r\'i . Darkne ha been made light 
b fore them, and these erstwhile treach-
rou fighter , head-hunters and cannibals 

ha e found, and rejoice in, the v;;ay of 
p ace. Nothing on the Field impressed 
and mo ed u a much as the Class Fellow­
'hip Meetings of which we attended a 
large number. Here with real conviction, 
and often deep emotion, men and ·women 
testified to the tran forming power of 
God' grace in their lives and of their 
d \ otion to Him who has so wonderfully 
l d them into the way of life and love. It 
is wonderful in our eyes and, as a Church, 
we should thank God for the privilege of 
being associated with such a triumphant 
ta k. 

The statistical returns, as reported on 
the following page, give ome idea of what 
has been accomplished in 33 years among 
a :avage and primitive people. 

Some time ago a Government official 
wa enquiring of some Roviana people 
their relationship to the Methodist Mi -
'ion. The reply Vi as, "We are the 
Methodist Mission." This is a good illus­
tration of the remarkable way in ·which 
the life of these people has been changed. 
The whole community is the church and 
all the affairs of its life have to fall into 
line with this fact. The chiefs lead their 
people both by precept and example in the 
things of the Spirit, and we listened to 
m::iny of these . chief ' and people telling 
with deep emot10n of how the coming of 
th Go pel had made all things new for 
th m. In the Menaka apa Church ew 
G or 0 -ia, thi transformation i d~picted 
by Lhe broken and di 'Carded weapons of 
war plac d at the foot of the cro s. At 

:111 ra, ?TI th I land of Choi eul, in a v ry 
dramati way, the p opl tag d a sham 
atta ·k on th village, depicting cenes of 
carnage that \Vere common les , than 20 
year ' ago. Thi was followed by a clas 
meeting- in which chiefs and peopl 
thanked God for the Gospel-His Word 
that had changed trife to peace. 

In cribed abo th pulpit in another 
New Georgia hurch, in a village called 
Hobart, are the following words :-

"Come on, Hobart! Let us all shelter 
beneath the Cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ which is for the blotting out of 
our ins, and for the salvation of men 
who eek God by faith and in truth. 'For 
God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever believ­
eth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.'-John 3 :16." 

These are all indicative of the change 
that has been wrought by the 111essage 
we have been called to proclaim. Similar 
triumphs of the cross await us on Bou­
gainville and Buka, where the Field i8 
white unto harvest, and the whole Church 
in the Solomons has to be yet further 
built up and established. This is the 
great and glorious task of New Zealand 
Methodism, which will be accomplished 
as we yield ourselves fully to the spirit of 
prayer and sacrifice. May we be found 
faithful. 

8hooting fish with bow and anow on 

the coa t of New Georgia. 
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Some I spiring Facts and Figure . 
STATISTICAL RETURNS, 1 ~)35 . 

Roviana. Ve lla L. hoi seul. Boug. Buka. Total. 

< ·11 urche ic-
0( h er I reaching Plac s 
l1~urop ea11 Missionaries 
1.\1 i ·sionary Si::;ter 
Na tive Probationers 
('ateC'hists and Native Teachers 
L11('al Preach er s 
Class L eaders 
Ji;uropean Memuers . . 
Native Members 
Native Memuer::; on T. and Junior · 
J) aths 
Snnday Schools 
~~unday School Scholars 
l )a y Schools .. 
Day SC'hool Teachers 
l 1ay S\'hool S('holars 
Arth er e nls 

•) 
,) 

2 
4S 
(i5 
G•t 

;1!75 
142 

49 
10 

:n 
48 

1065 
3690 

(~uestion 7.-What 1s th Spiritual 
state of our Circuits? and can a.ny 
mea 'Ure be adopted to promote the work 
of God therein ? 

The circuit and section reports were 
presented and read to Synod. These 
reports showed a substantial increa e in 

· membership and adherents and also a 
mo t encouraging increase in the returns 
from the Annual Offering. 

Synod records with deep thankfulness 
to God that the spiritual tone of our cir­
cuits ha stood the test of the lean years 
through which we have passed, and the 

The returns are as follows:-

H.oviana CircuiL 
Vella Lavella . . 
Choiseul Circuit 
Bougain ville-Duka 

H 
;:4 
l!l 

2 
l lG~ 

67!) 

1 
170 

17 
H 

;{ 20 
1800 

.,., 
f)t) 

2 
1 
1 
1 

:l{i 
~ 

;;.J. 
•) 
t ) 

11 !l 7 
7Gl 

55 
2 

120 
:n 
:H 

805 
2771 

75 1fi 8 
;:(; G2 

2 (i 

1 fi 

2 5 
110 20!1 

•) l IO ,) 

·I 11 I 
12 22 

240 (j()(ifi 

6 r: ,) Jr;;n 
2 1 () !) 
2 lfi 

(j() 'i 28 
10 (i l 8 fi 
110 2D 

1 5, :1 ;177;: 
6740 1 5 O 01 

faith of the people ,treng.thened through 
adversity . The enthusiastic welcome 
given to the General Secretary through­
out the district, and the increases before 
mentioned, testify to the fact that the 
Lotu i a very vital part of the life of 
the people. Not all have stood firmly 
again ·t temptation, neither have they all 
faced up to their Christian privileges, 
but the progress shown proves that the 
Kingdom of God is growing in our midst. 

Question 10.-What was the amount 
raised during the year in each circuit in 
aid of mission work? 

£762 1 5 () 

349 G 0 
451 0 0 

94 3 G 
1657 4 6 

Sale::; of Produce in Bxce::;s of 
Working Expe11ses: -

Hoviana :rn 0 0 
Vella Lavella .. 37 16 0 
Bougain ville-Buka 4 16 10 

62 12 10 

£1719 17 4 



Will you help to Send Doctor back in 1938? 
leappointment of 

HELENA GOLDIE NURSE EDNA WHITE 
HOSPITAL. • 

During 19 3 3 upwards 
2?.000 . treat1!1ents ,~erJRST 
given m this hosp1ta 
and the average numb 
of cot cases was 55. 

STEP IN RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
MEDICAL UNIT. 

OF 

'l'here will be great.. jor in the Western_ Solomon~ 
• . . i1<l throughout New Zealand at the reappomtinen~ oJ D~1rmg the past y ear tw .. .,. Edna \Vhite to the "Helena Goldie" Hospital, of our European worker~11 e 

have had to make speciilua. . trips to New Zealand fo Sist,et· Bdna ranks high amo_ng the spkn<lul bai~cl 
medical tr ;: atment iiif worke1·s who have sel'ved Christ. and the Cliu~·ch m 
volving loss of montlrn olll ' Solomon Islands ~strict. She know ' y1e dh~lec~s 
time and much monef both Roviana and \ ella Lavella, and _duung het fhe 
which would have bee;l'a~·s of sc1·vice won complett='Jl· the confidence and love 

:\I 11· · Ward . Out-patie nts . 

Th<.• Helena Goldie Hospit<tl, Bihm, from whkh, thl'oug·h shortage or rm (ls, 
we have be<.•11 co1npellt='d to withdt•aw om· <lo<'tor a11d 11m·st's. 

avoided had a Docto 
been on the Field. 

Heart-Stirring News!! Send the Doctor Back! 
"'l'HAT I'l' Im THJ,~ BOAUU'8 OHJ..1£CTI V ~_j 'ro R..1£-~]8'11ABLISH TH.I£ :i\EEDff'.-\L ux IT IX 11);-~8- 11 

. This was the Re.solution of the Boal'Cl of )lissions at its Annual .Heeting on ,January 22ud •'.lHl it sh~ul<l make gl!d _the heart of Xew Zealand )lethodisrn and challeng<' it to a whole-hC'm·ted supp01·t of the Hoard in its effo1·t to send baek the Doctor and Nu,·ses to t.hc Rolonions. 
lk. ~~- G. Sayer and the General Sec1·ebn·y, in no UIH'el'tain way, ma<le deat· to t.lw Bo,ud t.hc g·t·e,_Ltnt ·s of th<> _opportunity for this Cltl'ist-like sei·vicc and the urgenc~· of tlw need. 1.'he nearest 

a_\'a~lab~e _doeto1· for 1110 t of our _pe~ple is between 300 and 400 m.iles awa~'-open sea in <.·anoes or 
~1~•~. b.o:~ts mo t of the way. This sunpll· means that no doctor is available an<l llUlU;\' people die 
••~ ,1 Hsult._ One ha only _to l'emember the way both Dr. Sa;re1·s and Di·. Ja,mes wer-e literally ovei·­" l~C'h~•<>~\ ,~-1~h ~,·ork to ~ea.h e the p1·e ent position with no d0<·tor at all on the J,'iel<l. 1 ot only do t_hc _11cttn <'s suffer an~ (he n~dlessly, but oul' missionaries also, an<l tlwii- wfr<•s an(l ehil<lrt-'ll ai·c suh.1<.•cted to A't·ave l'l.Sks where no qualifi<'d medical attention is a\'ailabk. 

Dr. Allen Rutte1·, at lll'esent 8enio1· House Surg·eon at the \\' dliiwto11 HosJJit•tl h·•~ boon gt'Hlltl'd a 'l'1•av~Jliug cholat·shitl that will enable J1im to ·tu<ly 1.'ro1)kal Jle<lidn(' ancl .u.,-~iene iu London. He w1ll be open for appointment in 1938, and has long felt t.he <·aJl of God f~r sei·viee in lhe Solomons. • 
.. . . . ln ~' i_ew ?~- ~~l~ thi ', dar we <lo Jes · than that set br the Boai·<l as it.s objed.ive'! But lo 

< ,_l_11 ;\ <~ul it~ Ob.J( ctn e_ the B<_>ard 1nust have a larg<.•t· amnt~ll income. The gPtH't·ous Gol'luan Bequest "tll h<Jp us lo_ the exte1~t _of £100 per ;-111uum, but to mamtain a do<.'to,· and two uu,·scs ·md en-tble lh('lll lo <lo th<.•11· wot•l cffic1cnt.Iy we 11<.•ed £1,:500 1110,·e pcr anmm1 \:\' B \\'}) ·\'I' B0..1£S 'L'HJS :\l.EAX •:1-1~H :n~mm,m OP oun f'HUR<'H L xrnw ZK-\J,AXD'! ,JUS'r \>xB 1 ◄1.-\ .R'l'Hlx(i PJ➔m· -,,.EEli ,l◄,XT!~ · \·, . . HAL~.1 OUR PEOPLJiJ L T TH]~ SOLOi\IOXS SUli'.Ji'ER A ~TD J)JJ.jJ Ji'OR 'l'HE LAC}( OP rH.-\ I 1-1, . TR.\ t, ARTHI rG PER Wl◄rnl{'? l'l' 18 Ji'OR XBW ZEALA D :MBTHODIS~l TO SAY! n,·. A. G. Rutte1·. 

Hist<.'t' JiJdua Whit<.•. 

of th native . Dr. Sayer · speaks in the highest terms 
of her ability, tem1lerament ancl capacity for th lle<:uliar 
needs of a tJ•opical station. 

Not only is Sister B<lna a tirst-cla · · nw·se, but.. he 
is a woman of God, eager for the salvation of the people 
and tJ1e upbuilditig of the Ilingdom. of God in the!1· 
hearts. A medical wol'ker has pecullar advantage m 
<"Ommending the Gt•eat, Physician, which Siste1: Edna 
will be quick to seize, and the Rev. and Mt·s. Silvester 
will fincl in her an abl and loyal colleague. 

The only reason for Sister Edna's retw·u to New 
Zealand in 1932 wa.'l th claims of her parent , and the 
Board of Missions, realising the sacrifice the latter are 
making in consenting to their daug,hter's retmn to the 
Solon1on , passed a vote of sincere. thanks and. appre­
ciation to them. ·with them the clauns of the Kingdom 
of God are pa1·amount, and with the true missionary 
s1)irit they send fm·th again their daughter to this high 
~ervice. 

Sister Edna exp cts to ail in April. We congratu• 
late he1· upon the opportunity to retw·n to the work 
that is so neai· her heart, and confidently bespeak the 
prayers of the whole Chm·ch on her behalf. 

Pray! Work! Give! and Urgyour friends to do the same. 
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The Story of an· Historic Spear. 
By Rev. A. H. VOYCE. 

The sµear of which I am going to write i 
typical of the Siwai fighting spears. It 
is about 9 or 10 feet in length. The head 
is v ry dangerous looking, having many 
barbs of flying fox bone set facing back­
wards, below which is a buffer, and below 
again is a plaited band of orchid epidermis 
in red and yellow. It is very old, and 
rather dilapidated looking. Now for the 
story. 

KA UMA, one time Chief of Tonu, in the 
district of Siwai, was the Paramount chief 
of these parts, paramount for two reasons, 
fir '1., because by inheritance he was the 
supreme high chief of his tribe, which was 
the supreme tribe of the district, and 
second, paramount because of his skill in 
battle, skill in leading his worthy warriors 
in the fight, and his knack of inspiring 
confidence by his quiet chiefly bearing. 
He was a man to be reckoned with in the 
fighting times, as many a village, and 
many a chief in other parts, learnt by sad 
experience. Only last month were the 
final "Peace" ceremonial feasts partaken 
of by his people, given by descendants of 
one of the chiefs against whom he waged 
long conflict in days past. This ceremoni­
al feast cemented bonds of friendship 
amongst these two sections of people who 
were at one time the bitterest enemies. 

ow when the time for a raid drew near 
or, if some other chief was advancing t~ 
attack Kauma, then, of necessity he had 
to call his fighting men together from all 
the village' where his allies lived. He 
had, what to us appears a novel method 
of demanding, or oliciting, their aid. He 
had ome specially trusty warriors. One 
of them by name DEIJO is· still livino-. 
~e would give hi well known fight­
ll11f , pear to one of these men, and 
t~1 ' me en~er would go from village to 
v11la<re, makmg a ceremonial approach in 
each ~a e, dancing up and shaking the 
pear m fighting attitude in the faces of 

hi' people. This was quite ufficient. It 
wa equal to a pres notification of the 
declaration of war. The warriors would 
then rally to the call of their paramount 

Chief, and gather to render him their aid. 
Now during the visit of Mr. J . W. Court 

in 1927, a new church was opened at Tonu. 
To complete this church John Kauma (for 
he was baptised by Mr. Cropp, the 
first fruits of Siwai for the Methodist 
Church) worked very hard carrying posts, 
personally doing much of the intricate 
tying ,vith vines and at the same time 
teaching some of the young idea how to 
accomplish this task, and he rejoiced in 
~ts completion, and spoke much of his joy 
m the Lotu. But alas, he did not live to 
see it opened. During Mr. Court's visit he 
died, and we all attended his very impres­
sive cremation ceremony. But his people 
after his death brought us the spear. 
They said "The Lotu has now done a way 
with all fighting, we now want this spear 
hung in the church as a symbol that we 
lay all our old customs beneath the altar 
of Jesus Christ. The Cross is triumphant 
o'er the spear. Thus it was Mr. J. W. 
Court opened the church and dedicated it 
as a memorial to some teachers who had 
died in the early days of the Lotu in Si­
wai, and to John Kauma, the Christian 
Chief, and he deposited the spear beneath 
the pulpit. This took place on September 
17th 1927, and there the spear remained 
until the big earthquake of 1931 so dam­
aged the church that it had to be pulled 
down a year later. 

The spear has been handed to Mr. Scriv­
in as an object of historic interest in con­
nection with Mission Work in Siwai. What 
could not that old spear tell could it talk 
tales of fighting and cruel slaughter, tale~ 
of the fierce and powerful chief Kauma 
master of a harem of eight wives fathe; 
of 23 children, friend of the Lotu and 
follower of Christ, tales of the early' days 
of the Latu, of hearts perhaps that were 
touched_ by the Divine in that very church 
where it re~osed for years, of longings 
that were kmdled, of desires that were 
fired for service for the Christ, and above 
all of hearts that were surrendered to the 
Chief of all Chiefs, JISU KARISITO as 
they call Him. ' 
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The Mission Board. 
A NUAL MEETING. 

The above meeting was held on January 
22 and 23, in the Pitt Street Church 
parlour, Auckland, the President of the 
Conference being in the chair. Special 
words of greeting were addressed to the 
visiting members who were present, in­
cluding the President of the Conference, 
the President of the Methodist Women's 
Missionary Union, Mrs. W. H. Duke, of 
Dunedin, and Mr. J. E. Astley, who has 
recently returned from a visit to Europe. 
After the opening exercises, the Rev. R. 
B. Tinsley was appointed minute R cre­
tary. 

The President called attention to the 
£act that the British Empire was over­
shadowed by sorrow at the death of His 
Majesty King George V., and called the 
members of the meeting to stand in sym­
pathy, during which the National Anthem 
was softly sung, and concluded with 
prayer offered by himself. A resolution 
was passed expressing sympathy with the 
Royal Family. 

During the session opportunity was 
given for a period of intercession and 
thanksgiving on behalf of the work in the 
Solomons. The secretary was instructed 
to convey the greetings of the Board to 
Lhe Native hurch, the missionaries in 
the field, and to the Australasian Mission 
Board, from which a fraternal greeting 
was received. The President expressed 
his deep appreciation of the reception he 
had received on his recent viHit to the 
Centenary Celebrations in Fiji. 

Mr. T. L. Hames, the Lay Treasurer, 
presented the financial statement, which 
showed that £15,494 had been received 
from all sources during the year, which 
more than counter-balanced the expendi­
ture by £1404, but the accumulated debt, 
though substantially reduced by nearly 
£5000, still stands at £10,000, £1364 hav­
ing been raised this year towards its 
reduction. Some of the contributions­
such as Mr. and Mrs. Gorman's generous 
gift of £3000-are being held in trust for 
the Medical Mission Fund, and other 
legacies and gifts are being held for the 

Equipment Fund, and therefore are not 
at pre ent available for general working 
expen e . It is worthy of note that the 
Nati e Church gave £1685 towards the 
annual income, the Women's Auxiliaries, 
including the Y.W.B.C. Movement, raised 
£1323/ 10/ -, and the Y.M.B.C. £191/ 19/ 6. 

The Board expressed its approval of 
the publication through the British and 
Foreign Bible Society of the Rev. A. H. 
Cropp' s translation of the Acts of the 
Apostles in the Petats dialect. 

The General Secretary, the R v. . H. 
Scrivin, referred to his visit to the Solo­
mon Islands District, and spol e in the 
highest terms of the excellent work that 
had been accomplished during the thirty­
four years since the Mi sion had been 
established, and that to the extent of its 
possibilities it had undertaken the moral, 
spiritual, educational and industrial 
training of thousands of natives within 
its sphere of influence in the Western 
Solomons, including the islands of Buka 
and Bougainville. 

Native medical assistants, previously 
trained bv Drs. E. G. Sayers and C. James 
and nurses, were also doing a fine work 
in various native hospitals. One of the 
young students of Roviana, rejoicing in 
the name of John Wesley Kere, aged six­
teen, had successfully passed an entrance 
examination for special education and 
medical training at Suva. Bearing in 
mind that this is a son of a former head­
hunter, it speaks volumes for the moral 
and uplifting influence of our work in the 
Solomons. 

The returns for the district show that 
at present there are 11 European workers 
and 214 native ministers and teachers, a 
native membership of 6065, and adherents 
totalling 15,000. 

Mrs. W. H. Duke, President of the 
M.W.M.U., gave her report concerning the 
Union's activities, and testified that the 
main source of their strength was in 
prayer. The total income for the year 
had been £2582/ 6/ 3, for Home and For­
eign Missions, a larger proportion of 
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which had been allott d to the work in the 
olomons, of which £109 had been donated 

for the medical needs of the workers on 
the field, and boxes to the value of . £225 
16/ 8 had been sent to the Islands. The 
Board expressed its appreciation of the 
splendid account of the Union's steward-

· ship. 
Gratifying comments were made at the 

early return of Nurse Edna White to the 
medical work at Bilua, to which the 
Board has appointed her. Dr. Sayers 
pointed out that an adequate allowance 
for the hospital work which Nurse White 
was to undertake was most essential. 

A long discussion ensued regarding the 
re-establishment of the medical unit, with 
the re-appointment of a doctor and nurs­
ing staff. Some members of the Board 
expressed the fear lest the work might 
suffer or lapse altogether through lack of 
sustained interest and financial support. 
After moving speeches by the Rev. A. H. 
Scrivin and Dr. E. G. Sayers, a resolution 
was unanimously passed which eventually 
commits the whole Church to a solemn 
undertaking, as implied by Dr. Sayers' 
words, to stand by our native church and 
also our own European workers whose 
lives are sometimes placed in jeopardy by 

the climatic conditions under which they 
serve the interests of the Kingdom. The 
resolution was: "That the Board recom­
mends that the Church's objective be the 
re-establishment , of the medical unit in 
1938." 

The Rev. D. C. Alley was recommended 
and subsequently appointed by Conference 
to the Solomon Islands. 

The Rev. A. H. Cropp is due for furlough 
in June, and the chairman, the Rev. J. F. 
Goldie, in December of the present year. 
The Rev. Belshazzar Gina is expected to 
be free for deputation work in 1937. 

During the session Sister Edna White, 
in re8ponding to the recommendation of 
her re-appointment to the Solomons, gave 
a moving address and sought the prayers 
of the Church for her work. 

Mr. L. Peak reported on certain legal 
difficulties in immediately adopting the 
name "Overseas Mission," and it was re­
Rolved to recommend that any change be 
deferred until inquiries had been made. 

We separated realising more fully than 
ever that the winning off the Western 
Solomons for Jesus Christ, healing their 
diseases, and enlightening their minds 
constitute the greatest of all the tasks of 
the Church. 

Village Scene close to Bambatana, Ohoiseul. 
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Reinforcements for the Field. 
Appointment of Rev. D. C. Alley and 1·eturn of Rev. Paula Havea. 

The appointment by the Conference of 
.a third man to the extensive Bougain­
ville-Buka Circuit, has given much satis­
faction to all who have our overseas work 
at heart and will prove of great encourage­
ment and help to the workers on the field, 
who, with depleted ranks, have been so 
bravely seeking to 'carry on the great 
task. The new man is the Rev. D. C. 
Alley. He has been conscious of God's 

Rev. n. C' • • -\.ll ey. 

eaH to him to go to the Solomons for ten 
years and during that time has sought to 
fit himself for that work. He was or­
dained at the recent Conference after a 
good college course and four years of suc­
cessful service a a Probationer. Mrs. 
A1Jey has also made herseJf more fitted 

to serve the Solomons by a nursing course. 
This appointment will make it possible 
for the important work at Tiop in North­
east Bougainville to be more fully de­
veloped and established, and will be a 
source of great inspiration and help to 
our native teachers and people in that 
Section. 

Rev. Paula Havea.-Mr. and Mrs. Alley 
and Sister Edna White will be joined in 
Sydney by the Rev. Paula Havea and his 
wife, who are returning to the Solomons 
after an extended furlough in Tonga. For 
many years these devoted workers ren­
dered splendid service in the Roviana 
Circuit, and they will be welcomed back 
with much joy by the people they have 
served with such devotion. Just how 
great that devotion is may be judged by 
the fact that they have left seven chil­
dren behind to be educated in Tonga. It 
is probable that Havea will be appointed 
to Patutiva in the Marovo Lagoon, where 
the Rev. Tom Dent exercised a fruitful 
ministry. 

Mrs. J. R. Metcalfe is also expected to 
sail from Sydney in April to rejoin her 
husband on Choiseul. She tarried in Aus­
tralia to place Elizabeth - their only 
child - at school. Theirs, like Havea's, 
will be a wistful and lonely home. 

We commend these workers to the con­
stant prayer of the whole Church and to 
the care and guidance of Him who has 
called them and in whose name and ours 
they go forth to serve. 

FOREIGN MISSION DEPUTATION 
PLAN, 1936. 

The Rev. A. H. Cropp is expected to 
arrive in New Zealand in August, and will 
do Deputation work in the Nelson, North 
Canterbury, and South Canterbury Dis­
tricts. The General Secretary will be 
the Deputation in the other Districts and 
will be assisted by returned missionaries 
and others. The success of the Deputa­
tion will depend largely upon the measure 
of prayerful and careful preparation in 
each circuit. 
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JOHN WESLEY KERE. 
There passed through Auckland recent­

ly, en route to Fiji, the 16-year-old Solo­
mon Islander whose name and picture ac­
company this article. John Wesley Kere 
was nominated by the Rev. J. F. Goldie 
from our day-school at Kokegolo, to the 
Resident Commissioner of. the British Solo­
mons as a candidate for the entrance ex­
amination preparatory to medical training 
in Fiji. His examination work was so 
satisfactory that he not only passed, but 
also was awarded a large Silver Jubilee 
Medal. 

John Wesley ha8 entered the Queen 
Victoria School, Suva and will pass from 
that institution to the Medical School, 
finally graduating N.M.P. (Native Medical 
Practitioner.) Hugh Wheatley '"known to 
many in New Zealand, and his brother 
Kitchener, are already students at the Med­
ical Scho?l, both having been nominated by 
Mr. Goldie from the Methodist Mission in 
the Solomons. These boys are half-castes 
and are making excellent progress, but 
John Wesley Kere is a full blooded Solomon 
Islander whose father's early years were 
spent in dark savagery. The travelling 
and training costs of these students are 
borne b.Y the Government and upon the 
co.mpleti~n of their training the graduates 
will receive Government medical appoint­
ments in the Solomons. 

We are both proud and grateful that 
our Mission is making this splendid con­
tribution to the future well-being of the 
Solomons and are confident that in what-

ever part of the Group they may be ap­
pointed when they have graduated, they 
will minister well to both the physical and 
spiritual need of the people and honour­
Him who has called them to this high 
service. 

Phot<>: T. H. Ash e, Oneltunga. 

Good News from Buka. 
We congratulate the Rev. and Mrs. A. C. 

Cropp upon the birth of their second son 
at Skotolan on January 19th. 

~!·. Cropp reports yet another cause for 
reJoicmg as follows:- "I have good news. 
All. the adherents of the church at Hapan, 
which was closed temporarily owing to the 
activities of the Buka Prophets, have re­
turned to our church, and services are 
again be.ing held regularly. 

Our Gift Day, held at Petats on Christ­
mas Da.y, yielded £57 / 9/ 0, which is nearly 
three times that of last year. This does 

not include the gifts from the European 
nor from Tiop." 

We are very thankful for the cash the· 
M.W.M.U. place to our credit each year 
at Burroughs Wellcorne. An account of 
this amount, together with the value of 
the drugs in the gift cases and the value 
of any other drugs we purchase, i given 
to the Administration, and according to 
the amount we u e each year so they i ·ue 
drug to us. If we use but little, then we 
receive but little from them.'· 
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Debt Reduction. 
In ,H'knowledging :huther contributions to the Debt Reduction Fund, we 

desire to express lleartfelt thanks to all flonors who, by their thucly an<l generous 
help, han:> enabled the ::\lissiom i·y Societ ~· to c~uTy on its great work. Ou1· Deficit 
is still £10,039 and onr Capital . .\ocount ovel'(b'awn by £1,829, but we have been 
lifted out of the impo~~ible position of two yem·s ago, an<l for this we thank God 
;lnfl take couragP. 
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Dunedin, 
March, 1936. 

l\'I.W.M.U. 
Dear Fellow Members,-

. On my way home from the Annual 
Board Meeting I had the pleasure of 
meeting our Woodville Auxiliary. This, 
as you know, is a very live Auxiliary, as 
they have practically every worrian mem­
ber of the church an Auxiliary member; 
would that more of us could say the same. 
They had sent invitations to various 
Auxiliaries in the district, and there were 
representatives from Feilding, Palmerston 
North, Pahiatua and Ekatahuna present. 
It was good to meet such an interested 
group of members and to know they are 
so keen to help spread t he knowledge of 
God's Kingdom. 

Then in Christchurch I attended a meet­
ing of the Cashmere Branch. I was able 
to tell both of these gatherings some of 
the decisions made at the Board meeting. 

Sister Edna White's re-appointment will 
rejoice all our members, and not only 
ours, but those on the field also. It will 
be a great encouragement to our people 
to feel there is a trained nurse again at 
the hospital. 

Mr. Scrivin's visit has made him realise 
more than ever the necessity for the re­
instatement of the doctor as soon as 
possible, and it was decided that our ob­
jective be to send a doctor back in 1938. 

No one can carry out the training of1 the 
natives in medical work as well as the 
doctor, and we must keep up the supply 
of trained native assistants, as all who go 
as teachers to the villages need some 
medical instruction, and those who have 
been trained need refresher courses. In 
Bougainville a fine new Native Hospital 
has been built by the people of the various 
villages. 

You will all have heard or read of the 
beautiful gift which Mr. and the late Mrs. 
Gorman have given to help re-instate the 
doctor. The interest only on this amount 

is to be used, so that we need a steady 
annual increase in income to carry on the 
medical work. May we each one do our 
part. Mr. and Mrs. Voyce and Mr. and 
Mrs. Cropp are doing great things in 
Bougainville and Buka. They have so 
many requests for teachers and have to 
refuse so many on ·account of lack of 
funds, so it will be a great encourage­
ment to them to know that a third mis­
sionary is to be appointed to their district. 
The Rev. D. C. Alley is recommended to 
Conference for this appointment. 

Mr. Scrivin is full of praise for the 
standard of education reached in the Solo­
mons. He said that in the early days of 
the mission, Mr. Goldie visualised not 
only an educated ministry, but also an 
educated people; he has kept this steadily 
in mind, and in New Georgia and Vella 
Lavella practically all but the very young 
and very old can read and write. This in 
30 years. 

All our native teachers can teach the 
villagers to read and write and do credit­
able work on slates. This reflects great 
credit on those who have been in charge 
of the schools. 

Mr. Goldie and Mr. Scrivin discussed 
the question of a Central Training School 
for girls. The need for this is great. An 
educated Christian girl can, as a teacher's 
wife, exercise great influence on the 
women and girls of the village. Mr. 
Goldie feels that this must be an entirely 
separate institution. This would mean 
considerable initial cost and also increased 
annual expenditure for staff. Though the 
way does not seem open at present for 
this, let us remember this need in our­
prayers. 

In a letter from Sister Ethel since last 
I wrote you, she said they have had a 
great deal of sickness amongst the elder 
girls; fortunately the little ones were· 
well. She has a very full house, but has 
received so many gifts of, native food 
that they have kept well within their· 
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allocation. She goes on to say tha~ with 
so many in the Home it is . almost _i1:11:os­
sible for her to do any village visi~m~, 
and much regrets this, as sh~ says it is 
such worth-while work. W1she~ they 
could have a second Sister at q10iseul. 

Vera Cannon writes very happily of h~r 
work. They are always kept busy m 
hospital. She spoke of one b?Y who had 
·been in hospital for a long time, and by 
special request from his parents 
doctor called to examine him. The doct<?r 
was satisfied with the treatment and said 
to carry on, but she adds: Assurance from 
a doctor makes a big difference. She says 
very amusingly that when the women 
want a boy they like to call on Marama, 
and if they want a girl she cai~ usually 
'Upply, so they specialise accordmgly. 

Mr. Scrivin brought back a Yery encou!­
aging message to us: That members m 
the Islands feel they can absolutely rely 
on the M.W.M.U. as one of the bulwarks of 
our missionary enterprise. :May we be 
worthy of their trust. During thi~ quar­
ter we shall again be commemoratmg our 
Lord's death and rising again. As we 
bring our Easter gifts to be used for the 
extension of His Kingdom, may we re­
·member that he wants our lives to _be 
consecrated to His service. ::.\fay God give 
u faith to attempt greater things for 
Him than we have in the past, and so 
help to fulfil His last command: "Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations." 

"' • 

Yours very sincerely, 
H. LILIAN DUKE. 

• 

CHRISTCHURCH NOTES. 
Conference is being- held here this year 

and many of the delegates are women, 
most, if not all, being members of o_ur 
Auxiliary. The Auxiliary are entert3:m­
ing these delegates at East Belt. durmg 
Conference, and are also arrangmg the 
missionary tea. 

* 

Suva, speaks of the interesting time du~·­
ing the Centenary Celebrati~:ms. She 1s 
teaching at present at the High School. 

* * * 
We rejoice that Nurse Edna White is 

returning to the work in the Solomons, 
where she did such valuable work before; 
we realise how much her father and 
mother will miss her. 

* * * 

From an English paper we glean:-. 
Miss Gladys Nunn, of Cheerlo? Ch~is-

·tian University, spoke of the way m which 
Chinese, American and English wor~ as 
colleagues in the great centre for Chmese 
workers. Positions of precedence are 
criven irrespective of races, and all work 
i11 perfect harmony. Miss Nunn is. train­
ing Chinese men and ,vomen, hopmg to 
establish a Mas,sage and Therapy As~o­
ciation comparable ,vith the English 
Association. 

~1
-;_W~AT' .ANOTI-\ER.. MISSIONAR',' APPE.AL ! 

'we. CAN'i AffOR.D IT, - THf:... 
FOOT.STOOLS IN OUR PE.wS NE.LO 
Rl:.·C.OY&.RlM G ! " 

: ~ 
I ~~\ 

l\ ,, 
I 

Nurse Clark who has done such long 
and faithful se~·vice at the Dilkusha Indian 
Mission in Fiji, passed through Auckla~d 
recently on her way home to Australia 
on furlough. A letter received from Mrs. 
-i7Villiam Donnelly of the High School at 
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