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Letters from the Field. 
From Sister May Barnett. 

You will have heard, no doubt, that I have 
been moved from Bilua to the Head Station 
at Kokengolo. It is lilie beginning all over 
a.gain here, the language is different and 
the people strangers. Two of the girls here 
know the Bilua language, so I go to them 
when I want to make myself understood. 

My trip here from Bilua was quite an 
experience. Mr. Goldie had to go to 
Tulagi, so sent the Tandanya for me. I 
was the only white person on board, a woman 
at that; but I was as safe and well taken 
care of as though the crew had been white 
men. Solomon, the cook boy, made morning 
and afternoon tea, as well as lunch and 
dinner, and made up a bed for me at night. 
We had to call at Simbo for a sick Tongan 
teacher, and were delayed four hours, so 

Spiritual_ Life in Korea . 

A returned missionary, in speaking of the 
wonderful spiritual movement which has 
recently taken place in Korea, is quoted in 
the '' Sunday School Times'' as having 
given the following explanations of it:-

'' First. The Korean Christians have 
literally devoured the Word of God. They 
commit great sections of it, and will put 
Christians in America to shame by their 
intelligent use of Scripture passages. 

'' Second. They depend mightily on 
prayer. Their early morning prayer-meet­
ings are often as early as 2 a.m.-and what 
crowds gather, and how they pray! 

'' Third. As soon as they are converted 
they are told to go and win at least one 
other soul to Christ before they will be ac­
cepted into church membership. 

"Fourth. They have been taught to give 
until it hurts, but they love to feel the hurt 
of giving. 

"Fifth. Feeling that this old world will 
never be right until He comes to reign 
whose right it is to rule, they spread the 
news of the 'Blessed Hope,' and, expecting 
His speedy return, they want to be found 
busy when He comes.'' 

did not reach K okengolo till 2 a..m. next 
. m,orning. V1l e anchor ed· for a while, and 
pulled int0 the wharf ab'out 6 a.m. I was. 
just getting up when Sister May Mansfield 
came on board. One of the b'oys went up 
very early and told her the Tandanya. was. 
in. I received a very warm welcome from 
tlie staff, and soon felt at home. 

The Sisters' house is very old and shaky; 
it really needs rebuilding. But we have the 
electric light, which is a great boon. . . . 
Sister Lilian Berry has just had another room 
added to her hospital, so now she can treat 
both men and women, keeping them private. 
. . . . Do you know that parcels posted 
to the Solomons are free from duty if '' a 
gift'' is written on the slip to be filled inf 
Loving greetings for 1923 to you all from 
S. May Barnett. 

Merchants ·welcome Christians. 

The anti-Chr istian movement among the 
students of China was discussed in an 
editorial in the August ''Review.'' '' The 
North China Herald'' reports a. counter­
demonstration to the activities of the anti­
Christians, when delegates to the World's 
Student Christian Conference visited the 
city of Tientsin: -

",¥hen the delegates arrived at the rail­
way station an inspiring spectacle greeted 
them. Bodies such as the Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce and the guilds were there with 
banners waved on high, and brass bands 
hard at work, and explanations were 
speedily forthcoming that it was as an offset 
to the recent outbursts of the non-Christians 
that it was taking place. Furthermore, the 
delegates were informed that these same 
bodies had telegraphed to kindred associ­
ates throughout the country, asking for as. 
hearty a welcome to the delegates when 
they might visit other centres. In 
comparison with the students the merchant 
classes are largely inarticulate, so that when 
they resolve to demonstrate . . . we may 
oe certain that their feelings have been 
deeply stirred,. '' 
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Editorial Notes . 
Apology is due to our subscribers for the 

somewhat late issue of this numbeT. 
Changes are being made in connection 
with the printing and publishing of the 
paper which account for the delay. Various 
improvements are being introduced, includ­
ing better paper and a larger number 
of illustrations. The paper also appears 
in a new dress. We are able to effect 
these improvements because of the liberal 
support accorded during our first year of 
publication. But while thankful for the 
large circulation, we are convinced that a 
still larger circulation is possible, and we 
shall not be satisfied until a copy finds its 
way into every Methodist home in the 
Dominion. The loyal assistance of every 
minister, circuit missionary secretary and 
agent is sought in order to reach this ob­
jective. Only by an inte11igent understand­
ing of the needs, claims, difficulties and 
succes~es of the work on the Mission field 
can we expect to obtain the whole-hearted 
support of all the members of the Church 
for the imperial cause of Foreign Missions, 
and this knowledge can b'est be obtained 
from the reading of Missionary books and 
papers. 

The Financial Position. 

North Island Circuits and Home Mission 
Stations are now in the midst of their an­
nual appeal for the Foreign Mission Fund. 
The present is a critical and testing year in 
the history of our New Zealand Missionary 
Society. It ·was anticipated ~hat so much 
interest would be aroused last year by the 
new departure of taking over the control · 
of our own Mission field that there would 
be no shortage of income. Unfortunately 
we were doomed to disappointment in this 
respect. It was a year of financial strin­
gency. The y·ear closed with a serious 
shrinkage of irn;om~1 b9th in N~w Ze~l~nq 

and on theh Mission field, resulting in a de­
ficiency of £3,720. This does not include 
the deficiency taken over from the Aus­
tralasian Board. In view of these facts, 
another deficiency this year will place the 
Miss:onary Society in a critical position. 
Expenditure on the Mission field has been 
reduced to the lowest figure compatible 
with efficiency. We dare not contemplate 
the possibility of withdrawing workers 
from the field. Such a course would bring 
disgrace upon us as a Church. We are 
pledged to maintain and extend the work 
in the Solomons. We have, however, suf­
fic· ent confidence in the loyalty and mis­
sionary enthusiasm of our Church in the 
Dominion to · be confident that the income 
this year will constitute a record. While 
the prospects are distinctly more promising 
the re must be no slackening of effort in 
any Circuit, and every Methodist must feel 
it to be a privilege and a solemn responsi­
bility to be a subscriber to the Missionary 
Fund. 

The Pesition of Other Missionary 
Societies. 

We do not rejoice in the difficulties of 
other Missionary Societies, but there is 
some comfort in knowing that we do not 
stand alone in this resp'ect. The Austral­
asian Board of Missions has an accumu­
lated deficiency of over £20,000. The 
Presbyterian Church of England last year 
had an accumulated deficit of £10,000, 
with an income of £28,000, the deficit be­
ing met by appropriating legacy reserves 
and oth'er special funds. The United F ree 
Church of Scotland had a deficit of £6 ,237, 
and an accumulated deficiency of £10,000. 
The Society for the Propagation of the 
Go<:<pel reported a decreased income of 
£5,200. The Baptist Missionary Society had 
a shortage of income of £13,000, but this 
w~s ~le9-red off by special •eff rt within a 
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few weeks. The Wesleyan Missionary So­
ciety closed the year 1921 with a deficit of 
£16,946, but this was paid off by a gene­
rous supporter. In 1922 the income of this 
Society fell short of expenditure by £22,500. 
Practically ·every Missionary Society is 
faced with financial difficulties. At the 

same time the1 reports from the Mission 
fields tell of large numbers of baptisms, 
whitening fields and open doors .almost 
everywhere. . The financial stringency and 
the growing opportunities of the Mission 
field demand that our giving shall be on 
a truly sacrificial scale. 

A Typical Solomon Island Convert. By Rev. J. R. METCALFE. 

Conversion is a subject of perennial in­
terest with earnest Christians, and I have 
been asked a number of times if the na­
tives are really converted. If by conver­
sion one means an immediate spiritual 
change, a · right-about-face from an old 
mode of life to a new one, then I should 
have to answer, No. But if there is no 
limitation of the term, then I say most 
emphatically, "Yes"; and to support my 
assertion I will give you the story of 
Ste hen Gade eta, my right-hand man at 

asamu a. 
t is very difficult to tell the age of a 

native; but Stephen must be between 30 
and 35, quite old enough to remember the 
life on Choiseul before the arrival of the 
m· ssionary, and the beneficial influence of 
the British Government. Stephen's mother 
died when he was but a child. His father, 
however, lived till he (Stephen) was near­
ing manhood, and seems to have been a 
man of wisdom, a lover of peace, head of 
his clan, and wealthy, as natives count 
wealth, i.e., in shell money, coconub,, land, 
etc. Even without Christian influences 
Stephen would have been a good-natured, 
kindly-disposed fellow, quite above the 
average in moral rectitude. But these 
traits did not wholly obliterate the in­
stincts of the savage. As a boy he would 
rejoice with his people when the conch­
shell was blown to announce the success­
ful return of the war-canoes, hasten to the 
beach to welcome the warriors, and then 
partake in the heathen ritual. As a youth 
he has been known to add to the torture 
of a woman strung up to a tree by the 
wrists for alleged sorcery. In early man­
hood he made sacrifices to heathen deities, 
and worshipped the spirits of his ancestors. 
Yet there was som·ething in the young 
heathen which made him sceptical of the 

wit~h-doctor's assertions, and which left 
him dissatisfied with the aimless existence 
of his people. 

When in this condition new interest was 
brought into his life by the arrival of Rev. 
S: R. Rooney, and the opening up of the 
Mission Station at Sasamuga, in the Baba­
tana district of Choiseul. Stephen soon 
came into touch with Mr Rooney, and lis­
tened to the new teaching. He was at­
tracted by the white man's friendliness and 
ev~dent desire to assist the natives. He 
became a housei-boy and attended school, 
and little by little the old superstitions 
were superseded by a new faith. A light 
illuminated the darkness, and after about 
six years, in spite of much opposition and 
some persecution, Stephen rejoiced the 
heart of his teacher by making public pro­
fession of faith in Christ, and being bap­
tised, in company with about five other 
young fellows. The name which heads the 
list of the native people baptised on Choi­
seul, is that of Stephen Gadepeta. 

Stephen knew very little of the meaning 
of baptism, but he had taken a definite 
step on a new path, and there was no 
thought of turning back. He spent some 
time at Kokegolo, where he attended 
school and learn·ed the Roviana language. 
On returning to Choiseul he was engaged 
for a time by a local trader to take charge 
of a small store, but Stephen found this 
interfered with school, and much to the 
white man's disappointment resigned the 
position. He was not content to receive 
only, but he gave gladly and added ten or 
more acres to our Mission property. At 
the end of Mr. Rooney's term there was a 
teacher urgently required to open up our 
work at Lologai, but there was no train•ed 
man available. Mr. Rooney turned to 
Stephen as his m9st reli~bl~ boy, and 91skeq 
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h
. to undertake the task. Stephen pro-
1m . b t t He ren­

tested his unfitness,. u wen . fl M 
dered splendid servJCe ther~ unh~ ba:k 
Binet's arrival, when he was roug 
tofill the post of interp.reter, preacher 
and general advisor on native matters. . It 

in this capacity that I became acquam­
~8: with him, and it was not long before I 

r d his worth He now has full charge 
rea ise M' ·on St.ore and buys food from 
of our 1ssi , 

native customs or conduct without first re-

ceiving his counsefl. the youth who tor-
What a change rom b 

tured an unfortunate· woman, was the. su -
ject of superstitious fear_s, and wors~1ppe~ 
. d 1 to the kindly, chivalrous lea er . o 
~h~ sLotu at Sasamuga! What a .convers1?n 
from the benighted heathen w1th?ut aim 
in life to the bright-·eyed,_ indus~nous be­
liever and follower of Christ, gomg about, 

S J R METCALFE (Solomon Islands Mi sion) 
REV. AND MR · · . . W ·k · New Zealand. 

At present on Deputation 01 ill 

the natives, distributing it to t~e bo~s 
and girls under our care. In this he is 

h ·t as he under-
better than any w i e man, 
stands both people and products, and saves 

us constant trouble and exp~nse. ~e also 
has charge of a small hospital,. bmlt . for 
men and boys, and attends to all ~1:nor 

h. lf He is indeed the mission-
cases imse . 
ary's right-hand man, and I_ should ne~er 
{µink Qf d,eviding- any question conGernmg 

as his Master did, doing good; th~ friend 
of children the succourer of the sick! c1:nd 
the guide ~nd counsellor of. both f h~ist~r 

nd heathen. He has led h~s peop e m l e 
~eclaration of faith in Ch~ist; he_ has 8: so 
led them in sacrificial service; he is leadm~ 
them in the development of a pure an 
holy life, and the forward mo~ement J;'Y 
b . ng made on the Babatana side of o1-
s:~1 is due to Stephen Gadepeta more· than 

to any other person. 
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Translation of a letter written by Ste­

phen Gadepeta to the Church in New Zea­
land:-

Dear Chiefs,-

Sasarnuga, Babatana, 
April 9th, 1923. 

H ere is my letter to you. Are you all 

well? We in this country are all quite 
well at present, and are very happy in our 

Lotu. We are not yet very strong Christ-

ians, but we know God has sent His light 
to us. 

Our minister is to visit you, and we 
wish him to tell you of our Jove to you 
who are taking care of us. 

We trust you always, and we remember · 
how you told us you wish to help us in 
many things. We pray God will help you 

to look well after us Solomon Island people. 
I, Stephen Gadepeta. 

For Those Who Stay at Home. By F. SHEPPARD GREEN. 

What is our aim ? We are now (in the 

North Island at any rate) corning into the 

full swing- of the 1923 Missionary effort, 

but unless we have a definite end in view 
we are not likely to get anywhere in par­

ticular. The Mission Board and Conference 

have asked for £13,000 as the minimum that 

will maintain existing work in the Solo­

mons. That is all very well-it is certa,inly 

our present aim as a Connexion, but it is 

not definite enough. Everybody's business 
often proves to be nobody's business, and 

unless we bring the aim within the focus 

of our individual vision, it will mean very 
little to most of us. . 

Thirteen thousand pounds ! Last year 
the Women's Auxiliaries gave nearly £750, 

and they are not likely to fall behind this 

year. That leaves £12,250 to come 
through ordinary Circuit channels. Divide 

this amongst our 23,449 members., and what 

do we get? Just this- that if each Cir­

cuit will aim at an average of 10 / 6 per 

member our immediate needs will be met. 

That is not only a definite ideal- it is 
a practicable one. Some wjll beg to differ, 

no doubt, but the fact remains that last 
year in twenty-nine Circuits they did it; 

twenty-nine Circuits each contributed from 

10/ 6 to as much as 28/ 3 per member. That 
list includes not only some of our largest 
city Circuits, but suburban causes and scat­

tered country districts. At the very top is a 

Home Mission Station; not far down the list 

i~ another, whose twenty-two members gave 

over £21 (mostly through Missionary 

boxes). Further, that standard has been 
~more than reached by at least one whole 

District, and maintained for seven succes-: 

sive years; the Auckland District (which 

embraces almost one-fifth of N.Z. Method­
ism), last year averaged eleven shillings 
and fourpence per me,,mber. 

It can be done, but will it ? That is the 
problem, and in a problem of this nature 

it is the "will" to succeed that matters. 

Now how do we get our ordinary Circuit 
income ? A glance at the first diagram will 

Vo.rious 
£ t,&'(- l~-S 

3S-q8oxes 
.(~88 .ii., 

Bibi{! ssos Subscri bers 
Cl~sses 

.£sqs1,.11.1 £ 3bb.4 .'t 

Childre" 
li~.,4.16 

Collectio"s 
£1bss.,2..11 

The large square represents our 

TOTAL CIRCUIT INCOME FOR 1922: £9,640/ 7/ 11. 

The subdivisions shew what proportion of that 

amount come through the various channel&. 

shew that nineteen-twentieths of last year's 

money flowed in along five main channels, 

the remaining five per cent. being secured 

in a variety of odd and curious ways. Public 

~ollection$ brought in ~~y~nteen per cent., 

J 
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the children raised another nine per cent., 
lmost four per cent. came through the 

~ible Classes (it is hard to _say why the 
oung men should only contribute £113, a~ 

rompared with £253 from t~e young women, 
. ·t that they are spendmg so much of 
is i , f · d ?) M' -
their riches on their lady rien s . . is 

sionary boxes produced a modest thre~ per 
• nt and sixty-two per cent came in: bJJ 

~ay -~f subscriptions. In other _w~rds, mdi­

vidual giving, through su°?script10ns ~nd 
boxes, is the so~rce of practically two-thirds 

of our Circuit mcome. 
.. .. 

Here then is our strength- and our weak­

ness! Our strength because we ~ust ever 

rely upon the individual membership of. ~h~ 
Church, and in a large measu_re these ~ift .... 
may be taken to . repres~nt m t_he givers 
a thoughtful, conSidered mterest m our Is­
land work. Our strength also, be?a use a 
brief study of the secon~ di_agram will shew 
this that in every District the amount 
rais~d by Sunday Schools and Bible (?lasses, 
and through the collection plate~, yaries but 

little from one end of the Dornrn~on to the 
other (and comparison with previous years 

shews it to be • a very stable factor from 
year to year also), w?-ils~ the difference be­
tween District and District ( as well ~s from 
year to year) is governed _almos.t entirely by 
the subscription and box income. But_ why 
our weakness ? Because 5,805 subscribers, 

added to 359 box-holders, mak_e a total of 
only 6,164, out of a membership of 23,449. 
That is to say, we have more than _17,000 

members whose names do not awear in our 
subscription lists. Seventy-four per cent. 

are untouched ! .. 
Do not these facts suggest the direction 

in which our problem may be solved? Not 
merely in increased giving by those who are 
already doing their part ( although doubtless 
some can and will give more), but rather 
by an appeal to that great untouched outer 
circle. If 16,000 of them gave only half-a 

croum each, our income would go ~P by 
£2,000. And surely that is a very made­
quate measure of their response, once they 
realise the need and the call. Thank God, 
such a campaign would not be a~ ea~y task. 
Nothing that is really worth domg 1s easy, 
and we may be sure that 16,000 new sub­
scribers will not come forward of them­
selves. No; their attention must be secured, 

their interest must be arous_ed; there mu~t 

be awakened in them a d_e~ire to do their 
share and then every facility must_ be. af. 
forded for them to translate that desire mto 

action. • 

Which brings us to the conclusion that 

success or failure d~pends abs~lut~ly upon 
the local workers m each Circmt-up_on 

Ministers, Secretaries and Collec~ors. If m­
dividually or unitedly they decide at one~ 
that it cannot be done, then ~ubsequen~ 
events will probably shew that it was _not 
d But if just one of them decides t~~r it shcndd be done, and that it mus,t l~e 
done then there is little doubt but that ~t 
will be done. And along that road there is 
the promise of great and joyous adventure. 

" ... 

It will mean work and or~anisati?n; time 

and prayer and patience will be i?volved_, 

and a great deal of personal can~assmg, b~~ 
is that all? No! most ~mph~tically, No.! 
What of the glad f ellowsh1p with_ th~se who 
are co-workers in a great G_arnpaign . What 

of the thrill of really rousmg. a 1;1an or a 
woman to a personal interest m tne exte;1-
sion of the Kingdom of God? What of t11e 

North lslond 

HAW'KE"S 
BA'f 

TARANAl' I g/,i 
SOUTH 9/4 

AlJCKLAND 
WtLGTON 7/3 

1/ I 

ALICK.LAND 

11/i. 

I' 

Sovti.. 1sla"d. 
A 

NORTH 
CANTERBURY 

SOUTH 
7/10 CANTERBURY 

1 NELSOl'i 
l.111 b/g 

l/rt 

OTAGO 

s/,. 

J./11 

The different columns represent the . 

AMOUNT RAISED PER MEM BER IN EACH 

-DISTRICT. 

The upper (light) portion of each colu1;1n sheV:7S 

h h of that amount was contnbuted m 

s~bsc~~fions and boxes (varyi~g fromkl 2/J)l per 
member in Otago to 8; 4 m Aue an · 

The blackened part indicates the propo1~tion 

derived from all other sources ( collections, 

Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, etc. 
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glowing consciousness that one is helping 
overburdened workers far away; of knowing 
that through our faithfulness in little things 
here in New Zealand we are enabling big 
things to happen out there in the Solomons '? 
Best of all, what of that holy joy which 
comes to all who accept the Saviour's world­
wide command and make it the standard of 
their life and work? Command and pro­
mise are inseparable: "Lo ! I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world." 

(Epilogue) 
THE THING THAT "COULDN'T BE DONE'' 
Somebody said that it couldn't be done· 

But he, with a chuckle, replied ' 
That may be it couldn't, but he would be one 

Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried! 
So he b~ckled right in with a trace of a grin 

On his face. If he worried he hid it. 
He started to sing, as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done-.and he did it! 
· (From "Hudson Taylor, the Man Who Dared") 

What Present-day Statesmen 
say about Missions. · Some Extracts from Recent 

Speeches and Writings. 

The Earl of Selbourne (formerly Governor­
General of South Africa). 

"I have already alluded to the mission­
aries, and my brief experience on the West 
Coast of Africa has only confirmed my 
larger experience in South Africa. I will 
not write here from the Christian point of 
view, because it seems 'to me that it is not 
possible for a Christian to doubt that the 
Christian Churches have no choice but to 
press forward with their misson work, but 
from the point of preference for civilisa­
tion over barbarism. In West Africa, as 
elsewhere, it was the missionaries who 
were first in the field, and who have done 
more than any other ag'ency to turn the 
native from barbarism into sound chan­
nels." 

"Morning Post," April 20, 1922 

Viscount Gladstone (formerly Governor'­
General of South Africa). 

"As Governor-General of the Union of 
Smith Africa and High Commissioner, I 
travelled extensively through the Union 
territory, Rhodesia, and the Protectorates­
Basutoland, Swaziland, and Bechuanaland; 
also in the Mozambique. I visited many 
mission stations of varying denominations 
and nationalities. I found the men and 
women engaged in the work, not only as 
a class, but as individuals without excep­
tion, well qualified, zealous, devoted. The 
value of their work and influence is be­
yond words. Good government, just and 
considerate administration, are the first re­
quisites both as regards white and black. 

Neither the one nor the other could suc­
ceed without missionary organisation and ef­
fort. Missionaries not only spread the 
light of Christ:anity, but among the natives 
they are the great humanising factor. They 
are understood and appreciated by the 
natives, and no greater tribute could be 
paid to them." 

Lord Reading (Viceroy and Governor-Gene­
ral of India). 

"Every Administrator in India must ac­
knowledge that the educational system of 
India was created and developed by mis­
sionaries, that many of the reform move­
ments in society and government were 
brought about by missionaries, that the 
human contacts of one race and colour 
with another race and colour, which are 
creating a new India, were the direct result 
of the preaching and practising of the 
bro~herhood of man by the missionaries." 

- A message through Bishop Fred B. 
Fisher, of th'e Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to the 500,000 Indian Meth­
odists. 

The Government of India's Annual Report. 
"Missionary bodies very of ten succeed 

in enlisting the services of devoted men 
whose ability is quite out of proportion 
to the remuneration which they are con­
tent to accept. Indeed, Indian education, 
as a whole, owes to missionary bodies a 
de'bt which it is very difficult to estimate 
with justice." In a statement about the 
depressed classes the Report says: "Among 
the aboriginals, the criminal tribes, and the 
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depressed classes the Missionary Societies 
and the Salvation Army have continued 
their noble work." 

-Government Blue Book: "Moral and 
Material Progress and Condition of 
India, 1919." 

"The most obvious method for the up­
lifting of the untouchables, as indeed of 
the other depressed classes of India, lies in 
education. In the last quarter of a century 
the number of Panchama pupils in public 
institutions of Madras has risen from 30,000 
to well over 150,000; an increas.e of 400 
per cent. It is, moreover, encouraging to 
notice that whereas in 1892 there were 
only eleven primary schools for girls of 
the depressed classes in the Madras Pre­
sidency, there are now 100. The work of 
the various Christian Missionary Societies 
in giving education to the Panchamas is 
beyond praise. They have now over 3500 
schools with nearly 100,000 pupils. The 
pioneer work o.f the missions has not been 
confined to the educat~on of the depressed 
classes in their own schools. By resolutely 
insisting that members of the depressed 
classes should be admitted to higher educa­
tional institutions under mission control they 
have gradually created a body of public 
opinion in favour of treating these classes 
as fellow human beings." 

-Government Blue Book: "Moral and 
Material Progress and Condition of 
India during 1920." 

S r Herbert Samuel (High Commissioner of 
Palestine.). In a letter from Goverin­
ment House, Jerusalem, to Bishop Mac­
Innes about the mission school there, 
Sir Herbert . wrote: 

"It is understood that you are faced with 
certain financial difficulties which may 
render it impossible to continue the edu­
cational work of the Jerusalem High School 
for Girls. I am directed to inform you 
that the Government learns this with 
regret and concern, and would regard any 
cessation of th'e work done by this insti­
tution as a great loss to the community of 
Jerusalem. 

secondary education of the type given rn 
the Girls' High School. Moreover, the 
Government attaches the greatest impor­
tance to educational institutions that de­
vote themselves to the training of the cha­
racter of their pupils, with results. so suc­
cessful as those attained by Miss Warbur­
ton in her school. 

"There are in Palestine var;ous educa­
tional institutions belonging to other na­
tiona1ities, but the Government would 
greatly regret to see the disappearance of 
an institution such as this, which is run 
under British auspices." 

Sir Verney Lovett, K.C.S.I. 
"In the whole history of Western educa­

tion in India, the missionaries have taken 
a most honourable and honoured part. 
There is, in fact, no class who deserves rn 
much credit for the promotion of good edu­
cation and sound education in India as do 
the missionaries. The most valuable work 
that the missionaries have done in India 
is the promotion of education, both by 
teaching themselves and by establishing 
ilchools, for which they have engaged com­
petent men and men of high principles .. 
The spirit of these schools has been excel­
lent." 

From an address on "Christian Influence 
on Indian Education," deliver·ed at Folk­
stone. 

Sir John. N. Jordan, G.C.M.G., formerly 
British Ambassador to China, and called 
by "The Times" "Our Greatest Special­
ist on China." 

"Of all the changes that have taken place 
in China, the greatest has undoubtedly 
been in the attitude of the Chinese people 
towards Christian missions. The active 
opposition of the past has, during the last 
twenty years, given place to a feeling of 
trust and respect which accords the mis­
sionary a privileged position in the country, 
and often imposes upon him new duties and 
responsibilities. Not a few of the lea.ding 
officials in Peking are Christians, or have 
leanings towards Christianity." 

"It is not possible, as you are aware, for 
the Government, with the funds at its dis­
posal, to cover the whole field of educa­
t:on, and particularly to bear the cost of 

"Nomolos," Auckland, is sufficient tele­
graphic address for the General Secretary 
of Foreign Missions and the Treasurer. 
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The Old and the New . 
ID the Solomon Islands. 

What the Lotu has done. 
The Rev. Tom Dent writes: "A few days 

ago I got the boys of the College. here at 
Kokengolo to wr;te an essay on what the 
islands of their district were like before 
the Lotu came, native customs and what 
the Lotu has done for them. Thinking­
they would express themselves better in 
the Roviana language, I suggested their 
writing the essay in their own language, 
and the two I am enclosing are transla­
tions fro'm their Roviana. It is 2l years 
on May 23rd since Mr. Gold;e arrived here, 
and the boys' attempt js in keeping with 
the coming of age of the Mission." 

Translation of an Essay · written by Mil­
t@. Talasasa. of the Training Institution, J Kokegolo, Roviana, on 

love dwelt in their hearts. 
After a long time there came to us some 

white m·en. These were travellers and 
men who bought and sold; things-traders 
- and it was only then that the people 
were able to buy real axes and knives, and 
to build good canoes. 

At times the chiefs and head men and 
fighting men would gather together for the 
purpose of discussing things and building 
big war canoes, and on the completion of 
these war canoes- tomokos-a great fea5t 
would be made. This feast was sacred. 
and it was tamboo for any woman to par­
take of any food prepared for these feasts. 
It was also tamboo for any woman to em­
bark in these war canoes, or even to go 
into the house in which these canoes were 
kept. Then the canoes would leave on a 
fighting expedition. The principal enemies 
of our- the Roviana- people were the peo­
ple of Lauru-Choisel-and the people of 
Sambana.- Y sabel- and it was against these 
two places principally that these warring 
raids were directed. On arriving at their 
destination their first business was to find, 
n·ear the shore, a safe hiding place for 
their canoes, and then they would go in­
land. The houses of the people of these 
places, for greater safety, were aJways sur­
rounded by a stockade, but we would break 
in, and the fighting and killing would then 
b'egin. When the fight was over our peo­
ple would re-embark and return to their 
own homes., carrying as trophies the heads 
of th~e men whom they had killed. These 
heads they would put into a house, and 
after a long time they would be collected 
and placed in a sacred place, where it was 
tamboo for any woman to approach. 
There was great rejoicing, dancing and 
feasting. The people of the Solomons in 
these dark days never se·emed to tire of 
this kind of fighting life. 

THE METHODIST MISSION IN THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

A very long time ago before the ad­
vent of Christianity, the people of the 
Solomon Islands were in dense darkness. 
Their houses were small and badly made, 
and were barely more than small shelters. 
Their dwellings were not on the shore, but 
generally on hi1Js in the bush. They pos­
sessed no good beds, but slept on leave~ 
only; the pillows they used were simply 
pieces of wood, and .all the dress they had 
was made from the bark of tre'es. Nor 
did this dress clothe the whole of their 
body, but only a very small portion of it. 

The principal employment of these people 
was fighting: fighting with other tribes 
and amongst themselves. Their weapons, 
such as knives and axes, were made of 
stone, and their shields and spears were 
made of wood. They had no means of mak­
ing fire such as are possessed by the white 
man, and it was very difficult inde'ed for 
them to start a fire. 

They were not able to travel and fight 
at a very gr.eat distance from their homes, 
because they had no very good canoes, the 
ones th'ey used being little more than 
rafts, in which they we~t fishing on the 
reefs. 

Their hair was very long, sometimes hid­
ing their whole face, and no thoughts of 

When one of our own men died it was 
our custom to put lime on his body, and to 
put him in a special house for three nights. 
If a chief died it was the custom to open 
his body and take out his entrails, filling 
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the place with th'e sweet-smelling leaves of 
certain trees, and the ?ody was allowed to 

main for many days m the house. When 
~~e time of burial came it was our custom 
to take great care of the ~eB:d. The whol~ 
body was allowed to remam m ~h~ place of 
burial until the flesh was sufficiently. de-

d · then the head was put into a little 
~~:~et. and brought back by a sacred pe_r­
son whom we called a Hiama, and ~laced m 
the house. Some months were a.Lowed. to 
elapse, and the head of the deceased chi~f 
would be placed with great ceremony, m 

We were m'en of great darkness, and in 
our ignorance worshipped many gods. 
Many years ago a white man named Dr. 
George Brown, from Sydney, came ~n~ 
wished to establish the Lotu, but the chi_efo 
and leading men refused to have anythi?g 
to do with it, and he went away agau;. 
After many years had passed he came ba~K 
to us accompanied by the Rev. J. ~- Goldie 
and the Rev. S. R. Rooney, and with them 
were some Fijians, but none of the black 
men of this place had any l?ve for t~em, 
because they thought that sickness might 

Pho!o u,v R ev. A. A. B e11,le,v. 

E WHARF TO WELCOM:E THE PEOPLE AT SIRT M:BAI O TH 
- THE MISSIONARY. 

a little house specially prepared _for thhat 
Then from time to time, t e purpose. , d t d 

custom was for the friends of the. epar e_ ~ 
chief to offer sacrifices and worship at thi::, 
shrine. t t h -

Sometimes it was our custom o ea . u 
fl h At the time· of a great fight man es . 

we would select a child for t~at purpose, 
and would take great care of it, _and pro­
vide it with quantities of the best of ~o~d, 

d when the child had. grown we killed ~im, baking him in a native oven, and eat-

ing him. d.d · th days Many other things we l m es~ 
of heathenism; some were very bad mdeed, 
and some were not so bad. 

come with them. For som·e ~ime, _these 
miss:onaries lived on a very little island 
called Nusa Songa, but very few ~f our pe_o­
ple at first, would have anythi?g_ to _do 
with the Lotu. Then the miss10naries 
cleared a piece of land called Koke~golo, 
and lived there. There were som~ of our 
people who went to the school at first, but 
these were mostly old men, ~ut they coul~ 
learn nothing, and so gave it up. Thek 
were others who wanted to earn money, 
and so would stay for a few mon~hs, a11d 
then leave again. But after a tune the 
Gospel seemed to grip the hearts of the 
people, and the Lotu began to spread and 
grow. 
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There came to us teachers from Fiji, 

Tonga, and Samoa: Some died, and some re­
turned to their own lands. At that time 
there was no doctor and no missionary 
s:sters, and great suffering and hardship 
was the lot of people suffering from sick­
ness, but Mrs. Goldie came and took hold 
of the work of healing. 

There are several white ministers in our 
islands now, and som·e of them find their 
work difficult and dangerous, and there 
are many enemies of the work. Other de­
nominations have come to the Solomons, 
but the Methodist Mission is very much 
alive, and is growing and making progres.s. 
Now there are many black me1. who have 
gon·e forth to proclaim Christ on every 
side. There are many boys and girls who 
are searching for the true wisdom. There 
are very many churches and native teach­
ers, and every morning and evening and 
each Sunday the people gather togethe1 
for the worship o'f God. Peace and happi­
ness reign now in the Solomons because of 
the spread of the gospel. In the month 
of -May, 1923, the Methodist Mission of the · 
Solomons will have reached twenty-on·e years of age. 

Translation of an essay written by Boaz 
Sunga, of the Training Institution, Koken­golo, Roviana: 

In the days before the religion of Jesus 
Christ had come to the Solomons, the man­
ners and customs of our people wer'e very 
different from those of to-day. The work 
of the men was chiefly building war canoes 
and raiding for the purpose of killing the 
people of the other islands. Their cus­
tom was not merely to kill th'em, but to 
obtain their heads, with which they deco­
rated their own houses. It is because of 
this custom that we-the people of Rovi­
ana-have been called by the white man 
"head hunters." Th'e usual work of the 
women was to work in the food plantations 
and to prepare the food daily for their 
fathers and husbands and sons. The chief 
desire of the boys as they grew older was 
to join in the raids for the purpose of ob­
taining as many heads as possible. 

But in th'e year 1902, Dr. George Brown, 
Rev. J. F. Goldie, and Rev. S. R. Rooney, 
accompanied by men from Fiji and Samoa, 

came to establish the Methodist Mission at 
Roviana. Throughout all the islands of 
the Solomons great darkness existed, and 
the life of these early misionaries at first 
was exceedingly difficult and dangerous. 
There were no good roads or paths for 
them to move round and see the people of 
all the different villages. At first, when 
the missionaries walked about, the women 
and the childten would run to hide them­
selves, because they were told that with 
the coming of the missionaries would come 
sicknesses of various kinds. But these men 
stayed and preached the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Then after a time, there came to us 
Mrs. Goldie and Mrs. Rooney. There were 
no missionary sisters in those days, but 
these two did the work of sisters. At 
that time there was no launch and no boat 
to travel in, and so Mrs. Goldie and MrE. 
Rooney had to travel in canoes only, and 
you know that a canoe is not like a boat. 
because the people who travel in them 
are often wet and uncomfortable. Very 
often there were storms, but these two 
women were not deterred in their work by 
these difficulties and dang'ers. Mrs. Goldie 
did the work of a nurse. When people 
were wounded she sewed up their wounds 
and amputated their diseased limbs, and 
joined together again broken limbs and 
healed them. Oh ! the work that this little 
woman did is bigger than the work done 
by any man, and the sick people who were 
healed and made well makes us rejoice 
greatly in her having come to do this work at Roviana ! 

After some time again, the Rev. R. C. 
Nicholson and his wife came to live on :.m 
island called Bilua. The work that they 
did in that place was good, and the people 
there love them very wucb. At the beJ 
ginning of their stay they had great diffi­
culties, having· no good house to live in, 
but having to live in a thatched hous·e as 
do the black men; but of this they were not afraid. 

Some of these missionaries-some whose 
names I have written and many whose 
names I have not mentioned-preached to 
us, and w'e have listened, and now in our 
own experience have proved the truth of 
their teaching, having repented and accept­
ed the Lotu, and many have been baptised. 

THE OPEN DOOR 11 

Very many schools have be'en estab!ished 
and the missionaries have taugh~ wisdom 
to our people. Not only the ch1ld:en go 
to school to learn, but in their desire for 
wisdom many of the old men make an 
attempt at school work. Some man~ge to 
learn, a.nd find ordinary school work impos-
sible. . . 

11 
"' In the year 1912 the trammg co e~e wa::s 

established, and in the year 1913 1t was 
opened and man~ young !Ilen entered for 
training in the highest wJSdom, and many 

A Missionary Prayer. 
'J.1he first petition of our Lord's Prayer is a 

missionary prayer. It is not regarded ~s such 
as often as the second petition, "Thy kingdom 
come," but the two petitio~s are closely co~­
nected, and the kingdom will not come until 
God's name is hallowed. We may ven~ure to 
say that Jesus had no thought ,of a kmgdom 
of God in which God is unlmow~. He came 
not merely to establish a r~1le of hfe, a co~e ?f 
conduct; not merely to mtro<l.uce a c_ertam 
order a reign of law-that was the aim of 
Buddha-J e us came to do much more: He 
came to make known the Father and to en­
throne Him in the hearts of men. Hence the 
order of the two petitions, "Hallowed be thy 

l . ::i " name thy nngcLom come. . . I. The Jame of God stands for Goel him­
self. In the petition we pray _that He 
may be reverenced, may be held m grate­
ful, loving awe, by ourselves first of all, 
and then by all aroum1 _us a1;1d by all 
men. Go =t js the prupe1· i>bJect of reve!ence. 
He is the Highest and tl~e Best._ He 1 .the 
Perfect One, contrasting wi_th _our imperfection, 
though we are made in His image. We have 
knowledae but how little! Memory, but how 
much w~ forget! Self-consciousness, _but_ho_w 
little do we apprehend of ~hat there is ~1~l11n 
us! ·we have a power of will, but how hmite_d 
in scope is our choice ! We ~ave m~ral quah­
ties, but how uncertain in theu_ exer~ise ! G_od, 
on the other hand, knows ~11 t~nngs, is unerrmg 
in judgment, unvaryin~ m _nghteo1:sn~ss, and 
rich in mercy; while with ~il?-1 t? yYill is to do, 
and the exercise of His will is lumted only by 
His own wisdom and goodness. 

rrhe ame stands also for Hod a m~de 
known to men. God has a name. He h~ ' m; 
clt>ecl many names, and none of them wi:;rnuf . ·'f. ·, lic 1·, the Creator of the enus o s1grn 1carn.:e. 

h~v·e come out of college to go as preac~ers 
and teachers in dark places, to lead mto 
the light 'of Jesus Christ the still heathen 
people. The work done by these students 
is excellent. A short time a~o they them­
selves did not know anythmg of Jesus 
Chr:st, but now they are able to preach 
in His name. 

Many ministers and sisters and teachers 
are he.re, but more are need~d to carry on 
the work of God in these :slands. 

Will you come over and help us? 

By Rev. G. T. MARSHALL. 
the ends of the earth; the I AM of the revela­
tion at the burning bush; the Holy O~e of 
Israel; the Almighty; and many more des1g1:1ri­
tions are u eel in the Old rrestament to descr~li•~ 
Him. Under the New Covenant the revelatw_n 
is completecl in Jesus Christ. It is true that it 
is St. John that gives us the great word GO~ 
IS LOVE, but it is Jesus that has mac!,.: it 
known: as He said in His prayer to the Fath~r, 
"I made h1own unto them 'l'hy nam~, and will 
make it known." Thu the hallow~ng of_ the 
name of God is made possible and 1s fulfilled 
when men not only obey the prohibitio~ of tl~e 
Third Commandment, but hold sacred m theu 
hearts Him whom we may apprehend but no 
names or names can wholly reveal. 

II To the heathen of to-day we may adapt 
the ~ords of Paul and ·ay,. "How hall they 
reverence Him of whom they have not heard? 
And how shall they hear without a preache~,~ 
And how shall they preach except the~ be ~ent • .• 
Let us dwell a moment on the ~ast ~mk m tlns 
chain of -condition . 1'he sendmg i~ the work 
in which we at the Home B_asc _a1~c most con­
cerned : that and the mamtarnmg o.f the 
,rorkers after they arc sent. 'l1he scndmg of 
the preacMr is the work of God and the C!rnrch, 
thouah these two play unequal part~ m th~ 
busiiess. An arrow is sent forth l_)Y _lhe arche1 

d by the bow. 'l1hi~ is a Biblical _ figure an . . 1 1 (1 d applicable to the matter m mm. "TO ays, 
"When I have bent Judah for me,. filled the 
bow with Ephraim/' The cJcrnrch l the how, 
the missionary the arrow. The Holy Gho,_t 

.d Separate me Barnaba~ and aul for the 
~~rk whereunto I have caHed th m.' rrh~t 
wa God bending the bow; and it clicl i:o: fai_l 
in the hand of the Archer,. for w~ read fmthe1, 
·''rhcn when they had fasted ancl pn1yl'd and 
laid their hand~ on them, they ent them 
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away." Here the figure uf the archer fails us 
for those who arc sent are not left to th fi. t 
~msupplernented irnpul ·e. God still holds \h:1~ 
111 the hoJlow ~£ His hancl. He says, "Fear 
no:, for I am w1th tl~ee . . . I will streng­
then thee; yea, I will help thee. yea I will 
uphold ~hce.''. Who can sa_,. wh;t ar/ows He 
has tet 1~ H1s quiver among the young peonle 
of ~ ew Zealand, to be clrawn out and s~nt 
forth iu due time! · ·, 

III;, Thercfo1:c. we pray, aHallowed be thy 
name. he pet~ti~n should rnmind us daily o·f 
Ol~~ ~ut_y. But it 1s a ~raye_r, for God only can 
bu~C? to pass that which 1s desjred. In the 
petition we pra~·, "Lord. bend us and all thy 
~ will, and cau~e thy praise to be 

A Generous Bequest. 
The late Miss Emily Martin of Auck­

land, has bequeath_ed_ the . sum of £1,000 to 
the Methodist M1ss10nary Society of New 
Zeal~nd. The Home Mission Fund also 
receives £1,000, and the Mt. Albert Or­
phanage t~e same amount. £1 000 is left 
to the National Children's Home;, England, 
foun~ed by D~. Stephenwn. The late Miss 
M~.rtm was a sister-in-law of Mr. Geor. e 
Wmstone, Mt. Eden, Auckland. g 

News from the Mission Fields. 
Durtng 1922 the Chinese Church made 

greater advances than in any previous year. 

THE Pltoto by llf'v. 1'. le Binet. . . MISSIOK BRASS BA D, KOKENGOLO, SOLOMON ISLANDS. 
~fr. J. H. L. Watarhous J, Bandmaster. 

know~ among all nations." And He will do it. 
~e mll assert Hi~ worshir and rnnown. Many 
?iacles declare tlns. I will mention but one: 
m a_ns,rer_ to that prayer of our Lord which is 
o like this that it may be said to be the same. 

He prayed, "Father glorify thy name. Then 
there can~e a ~oice fro:n heaven saying, I have 
both glonfied 1t and will glorify it again." 

~e congratulate Mr. and Mrs. E. F. 
Chivers, of the Solomon Islands Mission on 
the birth of a son. ' 

A Methodist Minister baptized 630 adult 
converts and 284 children. We read of 
not a few striking conversions. Here is 
a_n e?tample: "After twenty years of mon~::,­
~1c li~e, _a Buddhist monk, disappointed at 
not fmdmg freedom from a sinful consci­
ence, returned to a secular life. Entering 
one of our chapels, he heard the Gospel 
and resolved to_ ~t:iidy this new teaching'. 
So?n he was reJ01cmg in the peace he had 
vamly so~ght in his monastery, and he has 
been received as a member on trial." 

'"I'HE OPEN DOOR 13 

Missionary Table Talk. 
In connection with this year's campaign, 

a little budget of information regarding or­
ganisation has been sent out to every Cir­
cuit Foreign Mission Secretary, and to all 
Circuit Ministers and Home Missionaries. 

Just a few copies of the "Missionary 
Workers' Bulletin" are· available, and any­
one interested can obtain one by sending 
six penny stamps to Mr. Sheppard Green, 
Box 146, Christchurch. 

The Rev. M. K. Gilmour and Mrs. Gil­
mour, of Papua, are due for furlough this 
year. They have been engaged in estab­
lishing a new training inst~tutio-n at Sala­
ma, Papua. 

The Rev. J. W. Burton has been appoint­
ed Secretary for literature and organisation 
for the Australasian Methodist Missionary 
Society. He will undertake the prepara­
tion of up-to-date literature, and will as­
sist the various States in organisation. Mr. 
Burton will reside in Sydney. 

The Rev. A. W. Amos, of Fiji, has been 
appointed to succeed the Rev. J. W. Burton 
as Methodist Foreign Missionary Secretary 
for the Victoria and Tasmania Conference. 

The Rev. R. C. Nicholson, late of the 
Solomon Islands Mission is at present at 
Lois Angeles, California. He is publishing 
th'e life story of Daniel Bula, a native tea­
cher who is well known in New Zealand. 
The book will be on sale shortly. 

Mr. J. H. L. Waterhouse, headmaster of 
the Mi~sion ~chool at Kokengo1o, was - on 
the s .. ::. Minchni when shP- was wrecked off 
the coast of Queensland lately. Sisters 
Common and Saunders., en route for the 
Solomons, were on board the s.s. Melusia 
when she ran on a reef. No damage was 
done, and the steamer flo&teq off with the 
D~Xt tid~, 

The Rev. A. A. Bensley, of Vella Lavella, 
writes: "We are wondering whether gift 
boxes are on the way. Last steamer we 
received one here which conta:ned a splen­
did lot of old iinen for d:-essings, also a few 
dresses. It is the latter we are wanting­
dresses or the material for making them 
for our girls in the Sisters' Home; also 
small singlets and tivi-tivis for our littl~ 
boys." 

On Thurs.day, May 17th, in the Mount 
Waverley Church, Melbourne, the Rev. J. 
R. Metcalfe was married to Sister Ivy Stan­
ford. The ceremony was performed by the 
Revs. F. H. Metcalfe and G. R. Neilson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Metcalfe have both spent 
several years in the Solomon Islands. Af­
ter spending two months in deputation 
work in New Zealand they will return to 
Victoria to complete a well-earned fur­
lough. Their keen interest in th'e Solo­
mons will send them back to united service 
among the people they love. 

Last month also the Rev. Tom Dent was 
married to Sister Mansfield. The marriage 
was celebrated by the Rev. J . F. Goldie at 
Kokengolo. Sister Mansfield spent several _ 
years at Kokengolo, where she rendered 
splendid service as a Missionary Sister. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dent will occupy a semi-native 
house at Patutivu in the Maroro Lagoon. 
We heartily congratulate both Mr. and Mrs. 
MetcaJfe and Mr. and Mrs. Dent, and wish 
them many years of happy service in the 
Mission field. 

~ 

L,na 
Miss Liw.a M. Jon es, of the Addington 

Church, has been accepted by th.e Board 
of Missions for serv:ce in the Solomon Is­
lands. Miss Jones is a certificated school 
teacher, and will devote herfelf efpecially 
to teaching work in the school at Koken­
golo, where she will introduce kindergarten 
methods. She is an active worker in the 
Addington Church. where she is a Bible 
Claf,s leader.· The · call to miss·onary work 
came to her at the last Young Women'. 
Bible Cla~s Camp at Tirnafl.l: 



14 
THE OPEN DOOR 

®~~oo®-®J~:◊-~-®-®®8:8:B:O:B:e:~~~~~:e:BCB:E~~~~®~mOCB:o:e:~~ § WOMEN'S Methodist Women's i '◊-~ PAGE M.W.M.U. Missionary Union of . Q 
New Zealand. ~~,O~ ~~ 

Dear Auxiliary Women, 
Since the last issue of this Magazine we have had the great joy of sending two more Sisters to the Foreign Field. Sister Elizabeth Common and Sister Ada Saunders left on March 29th for Sydney en route for the Solomon Islands. They were met on their arrival by Mr. Hewitt and taken to the Geo. Brown Training Home, where they were made ver-y welcome and comfortable by Mrs. Wilson, the Lady Superintendent. They were fortunate in meeting Mr. Water­house, from Roviana, who was taking hi~. furlough. He was able to be of great ser­vice to the Sisters in advising them what kind of stores, etc., to lay in before set­ting out on the latter part of their jour­ney. They left Sydney on April 13th in the "Melusia," and owing to the wreck of the "Mindini" and consequent disar­rangement of t·me-tables, the voyage to Gizo was a very long one, taking nearly a month. However, our s;stcrs had the pleasure of seeing several extra ports at which the "Melusia" called, and of getting a glimpse of our Methodist Miss:on Stations at Rabaul and Kabakada, New Britain. They also had the doubtful expe:-ience of run­ning upon a reef; as the ship was only going at a slow pace when this happened,· nothing worse resulted than a delay of several hours until the r1sing tide flGated them off. Interesting letters have been received from both Sjsters, extracts from whjch will appear in the Open Door if space permits, or copies will be circulated among the auxiliaries. 

In this connection may I remind you that any interesting news received from our Missionaries or Sisters should be shared. Miss Cannell says that so far she has only had letters to copy from Wan­ganui, Canterbury and Palmerston North. 
Encouraging news to hand about many of our Auxiliaries. Whangarei has made a very good start, with a live membership and capable officers. Lepperton and Wai­tara are doing exceedingly well. Palmer-

1?t<;>n North reports re<;9rd ~tt~ndanc·es ~nd 

increasing membership. Canterbury has formed a new branch on the Cashmere Hills. Others, too, are showing signs of growth. And there is a great and in­creasing need for all that we can do. A new Sister is ready for work among the Maoris. Miss Trott, in the Deaconess House, is gaining experience in kindergar­ten and hospital work. She will be ready to leave for the Foreign Field early next y·ear. An additional sum of £115 must be ready for her salary-and a trained experi­enced teacher is now offering and ·as the need for such js so great in the Solomons, the Mission Board will wish to accept her, es­pecjally as her medical certificate is very satisfactory. But we, M.W.M.U., have to find her salary before she can be sent. So please let us all increase our prayers and efforts. for truly the harvest is great and the labourers few. 
With cordial greetings to all, 

Yours in the good work, 
MARY E. BOWRON, 

Pres. M.W.M.U. Newsy Notes. 
The good Methodist ladies of Oxford, though they have no Aux'liary, have sent to the Canterbury W.A. £7 to be the nu­cleus of a "Medicines Fund." This fund will be used by the Sisters to buy medi­cines for the natives, thereby making it unnecessary for them to draw upon their sala:ries for this purpose. Each Auxiliary is urged to set up such a fund. 

The W aimate Ladies' Guild has given £4 to Miss Trott towards a small organ which she will take with her to the Solomons. 
The· Wanganui ladies have held a Sale of Work in the house of one of their mem­bers and realised a considerable sum of money in aid of th'eir work. 

Easte.r Off erlngs. 
Canterbury Auxiliary has had a record this year-£83; but Auckland has beaten them with £100. 
Financial.-Mrs. Seed, M.W.M.U. Trea­s1,1r~r, reports:-~e<;~iv~d ~·:qce Margh l~st: 
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Waitara, £3 14s, £2 10s, £3; Whanga:ei, £2, £11; Lepperton, £1 2s 6d, £3 5s; Wellmgton, £20; Auckland, £1 16s . 10d, £2 17s 6d; Thames, £10; Invercarg1ll, £5; P~lmerston N., £2 2s., £15; Timaru, £3. 5s; Christchurch, £80; Blenheim, £5; Dunedm, £2. 
Letters from the Front. Extracts:-

Sister E. McMillan to Palmerston N. 
Auxiliary. 

"My dear Friends, 
"I do thank you for your loving gr~et­ings and the kindly interest you are _takmg in us. . . . Also fo r the parcel _wh1~h ar­rived a few days ago .... The girls m the Home are delighted with the garments and join me in saying ' Tha1:k Y?U.' . . .. In the Home with me are 18 girls, mcludmg three widows and three babies; the latter ~re under 2½ years of age. The elder girls are a great help and comfort. . . . We have a Women's Hospital adjoining the Home, and three of the elder girls help me in the maternity work .... They have been put to the test, for we have had to do the washing directly after each case, as we have been so short of old linen. . . . Two hours every morning are devoted to sc~ool work from 6.30 to 8.30 a.m. Then th~ girls go off to their gardens a~ong the ~ills, or help me in visiting the villages ca~m~ for the sick, etc. Then there are certam ti_m~s for thefr mat-making and sewing. Th1s 1s the first year since I began to work among the wom·en and girls on Choiseul that we have been unable to hold the weekly sew­ing meeting; 60 women and gi:ls us~d to meet every week (some walk11:g six or eight miles) to attend the s·ewmg meet­ings. I shall be very grateful f?r any lengths or sample pieces of material you 

are able to send, also any ol~ linen. . . . The women and girls are anx10us to learn to sew .... During this year ther'e has been much sickness, which has kept us busy .. I remain, Yours in His service, ,, 
"Ethel McMil1an. From one of Sister E. McMiJlan's Native 

Girls at Choiseul. 
"My dear Friends, . 

"I want very much to wnt e you a let_ter and to tell you how happy all of us ge ls were when we saw the dresses you sent us. They are very very nice, and we say 'Thank you.' I am not able to forget the three chiefs who visited us two years ago. They told us 9f ~1 they wunt~d t9- do for 

us and I have thought often of their w~rds .... Last week the girls in th~ Home and two other women went with SI.S_ter to Lasa. In the mornings we worked m the gardens and in the afternoons we~t out visiting with Sister. The people Lil 01:e village were not pleased to see us, but m all the other villages the people were v~ry happy because we went to see them. We girls helped Sister to paddle the canoe . we had no boys with us to help, so we had to manage ourselves. I have a class in daY:-school; I commenced teaching a year ago. I do not always find it easy, but God helps me. Quite a numb'er of babies hav-e been b?rn in Hospital this year; three of us gir!s always help Sister. My talk to you 1s finished. My love follows you all the .days. -I am your friend, 
"Emma Qelnola." 

Mrs. Smethurst, our D6min:on Box Or­ganiser, reports as follows:-
East St. Mission, Auckland, holds a Sewing Meeting once a month for rolling bandages and making garments for the Solomons. 
On May 11th a box was sent to Mr. Bens­ley containing, among oth'er things, 83 ban­dages 6yds long. 
Sister May Barnet has acknowledged re­ceipt of Christmas cake and parcel. 
Rev. T. Dent received box sent from Syd­ney on December 5th. 
All boxes containing Xmas gifts should leave New Zealand not later than Septem­ber. 

A Bit of the Bright Side.-Out of the cold of a w;nter's day, to be ushered into the cosy hall of our President's home, where chrysanthemums gave a riot of col­our- gold and red and brown and white­was indeed a "Study in Contrasts." From whence came this throng of women ? From every Methodist Church in and around Christchurch! And for what purpose came they to Cashmere• Hills ? · To fur!her t~e imperial cause of Home and Foreign ~1s­sions. What a babel of tongues as fnend greets friend- and what a feast ofi colour autumn's "Queen Chrysanthemum" gives ! There is social intercourQe, and a short programme of music in the d!'awing-room, there is dainty afternoon tea m abundance in the dining-room, and there are ladies trusty and true selling work in the sun­
porc;h. C~pt~rbury's W9men's Auxiliary 
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has some notable annual fixtures, and none is looked forward to more· eagerly than this winter gathering at the home of our President, Mrs. Bowron, who this year, to­
gether with Mrs. Lamb and Sister Ruth, made a sp·ecial appeal on behalf of our new Deaconess House shortly t o be opened. This is to provide a headquarters for all our women's work in Christchurch, a Training School for Home and Foreign Missionary Workers, and a resting place for Sisters home on furlough from the Solomons. The addresses stimulated much 'enquiry, and we are sure will promote added interest. Mis-

sionary work spells "friendliness" at home as well as abroad, as this gathering testi­fied, and our Treasurer's heart was glad­dened to have nearly £20 to aid the big programme our work demands. We hear rumours from other parts of the Dominion that other ladies are throwing their homes open for the furtherance of Missionary work. Wanganui recently raised the same sum in this fashion . Ar'e there not many more zealous-hearted women in New Zea­land who could follow this shining way ? Where there's a will there's usually a way, and God so richly rewards all efforts to extend His kingdom. 

News from the Mission Fields. 
It is a very_ remarkable thing that, though the Buddhists are. such an immense majority in Ceylon, nearly all the 'elected representatives in the Ceylon Legislative · Council are Christians. One very large Buddhist constituency recently elected a Sinhalese Anglican minister to represent it. 

A valuable lantern, together with acety­lene lighting plant, has been presented to the Missionary Society by a friend of Mis­sions who desir'es the gift to be anonymous. The lantern will be forwarded to the Solo­mons, where it will doubtless give pleasure and instruction to the natives. 

During the three years-1920, 1921, and 1922-the Methodist Episcopal Church of America invested more in foreign mis­sions than it has during any pre-v10us fifteen years. Two hundred and seventy new missionaries were sent to the fields. Two hundred and twenty new churches and missionary resi­dences were built, and the sites for seven­ty-five more were r,urchas'ed. Forty-two ~olJeges were either founded or enlarged. A new mission was opened in Siberia and Manchm•;a, with 1,200 church members, 6,911 adherents, and 5,730 Sunday School memb'ers. One hundred and eighty-one new churches were organised in Korea last year. And, during the last two years, the membership in Mexico has increased one 

hundred per cent. Our foreign Christians are giving the church just twice as much as they gave three years ago. 

The Rev. A. H. Scrivin
1 

of Papua, ex­pects to be in New Zealand on furlough about next November. Mr. Scriv:n writes: "Things here in Papua are moving steadily . Several important suggestions from last Synod re Technical and Medical work at the new District Institution at Salama were adopted at the annual meeting of the Board, and a good deal of the work is in hand. Up here in the· Trobriands we are out on a campaign for a big increas.e in class membership, and are 'endeavouring­to get the present class members to take a more active part in winning their village fellows. The old beliefs and superstitions still exercjse a potent influ•ence here, and new movements are difficult of initiation. However, we reported an addition of nearly 130 for the first half-year, and are· full of hope concerning the second." 

THE ONE REDEEMING FEATURE. 
"I do not think all missionaries are equal­ly wise, and some missionary methods I might not wholly approve. But for the work of the missionary generally I have nothing but admiration. I regard the pre­sence of your missionaries in these Islands as the· one redeeming feature of the resi­denc·e of white men in Samoa."-Robert Louis Stevenson. 
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