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Reference was made to the miliiary
ballot by the Rev. A. C. Lawry, the
retiring president of the Methodist
Conference, in his valedictory address.
Mr. Tawwry said: “Before decliniug to
appeal for the exemption of our young
men on whom the ballot may fell, I
submitted the line that in my judgment
seemed right to the leading men of our
churel, and they all practieally agreed
with me. The conference itself will
now decide up to what poinb ihis pel-
icy of sacrifice can be maintained. The
interesting question of the seemliness
of ministers enlisting I would gladly
discuss ai some length mow, but the
time at my disposal will not sufice,
nor have I a right to anticipate the
resolutious that the conference will pass
in this regard. Of this I am certain
that if a vile wretch wero attacking an
unprotected home or rwming amok
down a street, our men would not re-
fuse to protect the helpless from bru-
tal violence, nor would ihey shrink
from upholding law and arder at some
risk on tho plea that they are Metho-
dist ministers. I think that this should
b2 as true on the international seale
as._on the domestic or parochial. JIf
those whp have adopted pacifist views
had sufficient imagination to visualise
3 ten-thousandth part of the horrors
that would have been inflicted upon the
neople. of the Allied nations bnt for
armed protection, they might under-
stand that even Jesus Christ could lend
a bavonet charge to deliver the help-
less from the brutal in this war be-
bwveen heaven and hell. Always, Jesus
staod for the women and children and
the poor, and He antagonised the
covetous and ernel, the Seribes 'and
Pharisees, Sadducees and hypocrites.
That is the attitude of our heroes, at-
tha front t4-day. Indeed, T amy sure
that there is so much latent maiihoad
of the sturdy sort even in each truly
conscientious objecter that if he were
among the scenes of outrage and but-
chery and cruelly that are now defiline
three continents he would da &s the
Quaker did in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. You
will remember that Phineas stood he-
tween the trembling women and the
slave hunter, He gave him a mentla
word and 2 ‘strong push, and saying

‘Friend, thee isn't wanted here,” and
cond il Lo ] . - -
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pEtv suu OTOREN and cursing, but help-
: 1ess, 1o the bottem of ihe chff. But
- for those who feel the arcunient of the
history of the Ancient Chureh stronger
than the appeal of the iragic history of

' very modern Eurone. thore is the op-
vortunity . of ambulance and other
Christian work at the front. This will
not be denied them by the Government,
and should Nave an irresistible claim
upon the conseiences oi  those who
(heedless of danger) will prove their
allemiance to crush the enemy. Re-
garding the young preachers who go
to the front, T can fmagine no prander
‘opening for them, than ihejp Posi-
tion among thousands of " men, * and
Am convinced that those wio return
will have g unique fitness {or their work
and will speal with a rare authority.
“In the ‘meantime wo must hear
throughout the whole Church fresh
call to sacrifice. Qur people must at-
tend the churches to worship God, not
to hear a favourite preacher, and must
not forsake the wonted place of prayer
because' Conference cannot send them
the.one minister that  they desire. Qur
Supernumeraries and lecal preachors
and other Christian Workers are at one
with the remaining ministers to under-
take more and- work harder. I appeal
to our people as. & wholo to show the
same spirit of self-sacrifice Tn each de-
partment of ‘church hife that our herges

in the war zone are manifesting.

Methodists In the Ranks. _

Mr. Lawry combatted the suggestion
that .the Methodisis had not seny. a
large percentage of their membors to
tho iront. TFrom the Methodist  con-

regations in New Zealand 6200 men
ﬁad “enlisted, and of these 620 had
made the supreme saerifics. “\We find,”
remarked 'the speaker, “ihat the De-
fence Department had not kept a strict
and up-to-dato record of the denomi-
national standing of the mzmbers of
the New Zealand Expeditionary Force.
We also hear disquieting rumours from
abrond. These have been repeated by
uniriendly cleries in the Dominion and
by othdr critics unt!l the perceniage of
Methodists among New Zealand’s patri-
ots has been put absurdly low: I am
therefore m‘geg by an experienced chap-
lain to make Lnown several incidents
in w])ich‘ men gt the front, althouph of

11 hl
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ue slethodist taith, were recorded as
belonging to other ereeds. I have se-
cured,” said the speaker, “from nearly
cvery minister and home missionary in
the New Zealand Church a return of
enlisted men. I am proud o say thai
there can be no doubt that of the elig-
ible young men in the Methodist con-
gregetions fram 90 to 95 per ceni. have
gone to the war. In many eases overy
cligihle young mau has- gone. There
1s not a young man left. The firures
stand ihus: 8} per ceni. of the Bxpe-
ditionary Force and 92 per cent. of our

(

eligible Young men.” -
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PATRIGTIC SERVICE
"IN NBHORY OF TilE FALLEN

.‘,:Tl?
B )

EMPIRE'S CALL, TO BATILE

[

i A patriotic servico in memory of
ew Zoaland’s fallen soldiers wag held
in Wesley Church, Taranaki Street,
'yesterday afternoon. Tho servico was
tconducted by the president of the
tMethodist . Conforenco (Rev. F. W.
"Sinclafr), sssisted by chaplains of the
iForces.  The address wag given by Tho
Rev. P, W. Fairclough. About 1090
“persons were praesent, "
.. Mr. FajroJough said that war must
ibe. recopnised: fo be a grim fact in
duman ‘vature:,,. ‘‘Wherever you open
history,>or, dig In the ruins of Lm-
itpires;~or- study -the blend of races, or
! traco frontiers on a map,’”’ be. said,
1‘you como against the great grim cold
“faet of war.- Nob o rood of grounit
~bub the ullimato title deed is writ
/with tho sword; not a throno stands,
“wob a law runs, not a liberty is securo
,'but for force somewhere. Wo had
falmost forgotten it. - I recall debates
?Sn this conferenco on militery training
vin which it was cvident that not a fow
{.‘t-hought we weroe unfaithful to some
{great ideal, and pandering to jingoism
Nn making the most clementary pre-
tparations against atteck. Thistragic
war has rudely shaker us oub of our
Alreams, and awakenod us the stern and
wwiul veracities of this universe. ‘Be-
‘cause thou art virtuous,’ says one in
Bhakespeare, ‘shall thers bs no moro
‘cakos -and aleP’ Beomuse wo thave
~enough and to spare shall there be no
fmore division?  Because .you- have
iread .the Sermon on the Mount and
‘misapplied it is there to he mo more
war? Is the great stream of human
wtory and tendenoy-to reverse its flow
ybeoause we wished it?  You might as
‘well expeot the gum tree to cease to
‘shed its bark, or the poplar to cast its
‘leaves bocause you have breathed some
Irrelevand perfumes into the air.

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/DOM19170226.2.12?query=methodist c... 12/04/2017



Papers Past | PATRIOTIC SERVICE (Dominion, 1917-02-26) Page 3 of 6

Look at the Facis!

. "Let us look ab the facts. No na-

tion holds so much of the spoil of war

'as we do. .India, Canada, South

‘Africa, Egypt, Gibraltar, Malta we

‘took with the sword, and: Ausiralia

vand New Zezland wo lsisurely oocupied
because battle had made us masters of

‘the sea. Now our Empire; like all

“the empires of tho warrior kings of

‘old, whether of Egypt, Babylon;

‘whethor of Alexander, C&asar, Charle-

Jmggn, or Napoleon, is held as you hold

"n challenge shield, a Lelt, or = trophy

in sports.  You hold it while Jou can

‘defend it, or till someone finds out

‘that you cannot defend it. All the

‘other empires have gono that way.

,Have 'Wo not in our own day watched

tho empires of Spain, Turkey, and

China beipg challenged, and the spoil
varried off?  The enemy thought that
our time had como, and that our Em-

";Im'e would crumble when touched with

., thurfel's spear.  Happily, ho was

'wrong, but there iz no doubt

that *he ohnllenged  the shield

‘and our position in. the world.

Personally, 1 reﬁard the British Empirs

ag containfhg. the promise and potenoy

“of the Kingdom of Ged in a greater

degres than any other political or-

ganisation that ever existed. I con-

-sider that it is tho greatest trust ever

reponsad in man, and thet not to defend

it would -be treason to God and’ the

Jhuman raco: treason to the pust and

treason to the future—and we very

‘narrowly:escaped it.

; ‘I do not como here to confass other
eople’s sins, Teast of all the sins of
he grossly bad. They have no rela-
ton to the war. Let us confess hero
the sins of good .men, for it was they
that nearly committed the greab trea-
son. They let their wishes bo father
to their thoughts. They stoned Roberts
and put their trust in Haldane. The
prediotion of the astronomer in’ the
almanas was not based on better evi-

dence than the prediotion which warned

our nation of its danger ; but multitudes
of good men, reformers and philgnthre-
pists_and friends of the people, but
pspecldlly religious men, rofused to hear
and they hrought us 10 the very verge,

‘beyond which repentance is vain.

you aconfass sin tn-dav eanfese that
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SE s me ew gy wwesavins  vaswe
We held a mighty trust for mankind,
‘and through unpractical counsels it
wlmost slipped from us; and though
wo have escaped that, yet the scogrge
‘of this war 13 on the world, which I
am convinced would have heen averted
had we been able to utter our peace
‘sentiments from behind a milllon bayo-
nets; I say, confess this and repent,
and ?et us order our conduct and our
policies hereafter, .nob as hefore our
own ideals, but as before tho God of
the things as-they are.

‘Most gladly would we have averted
this Worlc% calamity, but seeing that we
bad to do or die we do not regret the
“decision that was teken. Indeed, I
passed some days in an agony of sus-
‘pense lest we should not do our duty
.o the world. But even our most pacifio
"Government, that rose to power on tho
Brotest againgt the Boer War, could

o no other than they did, and we en-
tered on the 'red'way of sorrows. It
hag proved longer and redder than -we
“thought possible, but wo do nob regret.
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No “Regrets.

“The other day I stood befors the
‘manument to Captain Scott in Ohrisi-
.. church. I gazed on the strong, quiet
.face.sculgtured hy his wife, and q’chen
. I read the mpoble and pathetic words
. taken from his diary: *‘l do not regret
- ‘this journey,- which shows that Ing-
Jishmen can endure hardship, help one
another, and meet death witfx as great
fortitude as ever in the past.’ be-
- ‘lieve that these simplo and noble words
‘express the feelings of  the British
mation in this tremendous crisis. We
do not regrat. .

“We do not regret because we have
played our part with honour, and have
not 'uesmircgeg scutcheon by treach-
ery, barbarity, or unsoldierly daeds,

“but have borne ourselves iith a, pati-
ent ohivalry that wins thoe approval of
menkind.” We do not regret because
we have borme great sorrows and mis-

© fortunes with fortitude and courage
worthy of our fathers. Losses and
costs beyond all common arithmetic
have been calmly faced, and faster
than our herces fell havo fresh relays
offered their breasts to the stroke.  We
have heen able to suffer and be strong.
We do not regret because this war has
unified our Empire as nothing elsa
could have done. We do not regret on
the score of religion and justice, for
we have confidence that though the
devil bo unchained-and rage his hour,
right will provail, and the law of na-
tions be stiffened with fresh sanctions.

“Finally, we do not regret cven on
account of our heraio dead—though God
knows our bearts have ached. A
stricken father, with tears in voice and
eyo, said to me, ‘It is the nohlest of
deaths; and T would not ask hiin back.’
- Not mauy, perhaps, can he so bravo at
the firat touch ; but there is much quict
heroism. I saw a widow who had just
Jost her son meet a father who had
just lost bis, at my church door. They
Jooked at each other, clapsed hands,
and turned away without a word. Oh,
the pathos of it! But kindly time shall
Ireathe on all things. The grass shall
grow on the blasted hill. The peaceiul
plough shall turn up the rusted bayoe-

et. The roots of the apple tree shall
cﬁutcb the broken shard, and the hird
shall build in the mouth of the reeking
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- tobe. So shall the beart heN-—the
tears of evening shall be the daw of
tbe morning, and the sorrows of to-day
hecome the proud and happy memaories
of to-morrow. Are some afraid for tie
immortal spirits of those who fall in
hattle for the right? Is nat the core
iof cur veligion self-sacrifice? If T un-
"deratznd what self-sacrifice iz, theso
men show 1t to the full. If I under-
stand what it is to deny one’s eelf and
to take up the bitter cross, then theso
our brethren have done it. If I up-
derstand the meaning of the Redeemer
of men when He spoke of that greatest
love which leads a man to lay down
his life for his friends, then I bear
up before him my friends who hsve
up before Him my friends who have
died far you. I have read of s dyin
hero who, in his last moments, secmet
to hear the sentinel’s challenge, ‘\Yho
goes there?’ for ho raised himself and
eried, ‘An Daglishman who has done
his duty.’ I do heartily believo that
when be amswered the lile challengs
at the gate beyond, the reply would be,
‘Pass, Englishman, who has done his
duty.” "
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A united service of intercession, ar-
ranged by the Council of Churches, was
held in the Wellington ‘Town Hall yes-
terday afternoon. T'he hall was ﬁﬁc&l,
and the proceedings were carnest and
impressive. The Governor-General (Lord
Liverpool) and Lady Liverpool were pre-
sent, and wers accompanied by Mrs. V.
I*, dMassey and tho Mayor of Wellington
(Mr. J. P. Luke, M.D., C.M.G.) The Hev.
De. Gibb presided, and was supported
on the platform by the Hon. Sir Wil-
linm Fraser (Minister of Public Works),
the Hon. D. Guthrie (Minister of Agri-
culture), and many representatives of tho
Churches. -

Appropriate prayers*were said, and les-
song were read by members of the Coun-
cil of Churches, Several hymns wera
sung, ard the gathering stood while tho
City Organist (3r. Bernard Page) playad
the Dend March from “Saul” in com-
memoration of fallen sons of New Zea-
land. '

An address was delivered by the Rev,
J. G. Chapman, who referred first fo
the Scriptural account of the calling of
tho people of Judea to s)rayer by Jehesa-
phat in the gazo of an almost triumphant
enemy. DPrayer on that occasion had
brought victory, and prayer would bring
victory again {o the people who could
huable themselves before 8od and repent
wholeheartedly of their national and in-
dividual sins. His Majesty the King,
arid Mr. Chapman, had called the na-
tion to praver on the fourth anmiversary
of the commencement of the great war.
The Germidns wero engaged in a like ex-
ersise.  They were praying for vietory
with equal earnestness and perhaps with
équal confidence in the result. Could
Goil grant the petition of one nation
without denying the petition of tie otherp
The answer to that question was that
Ho conld. The people of the British
nation mus: realise that their God wag
not a national God. He was the God
of Humanity., He was on the side of
man, and the question with Him was
what amonnt of chastisement the world
reeded. God had been gazing deeply
into the heart of civilisation, and had
presented to the nations in all its hideous
nakedness their manner of living—the
brutality of their cconomie system, their
orgy of sport .and splendour, drunken-
ness and lust. God had shown f{he
poaples of the world that they could not
build their soecial order on wunrighteous-
ness without disaster.

YL L alimcimn svm da Jtace e Lo Wla e
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Ja peiuves ds tu-ully o awinime vure
selves hefore God on account of our
national and our individual sins,”” &aid
Mr. Chapman. “We must learn to re-
cognise and obey the laws of God. 1%
is only with chastened and disciplined
souls that we shall be teady for tho bless-
ings of a’'jnst and permanent peace.
. . » We wust take to heart the lessons
of this war. TUnfathomed resonrces of
the sonl have been revealed to us, Sur-
assing strength, courage, and enduranco
ﬁm'e been revealed in souls torn {rom
their old careless security by the stress
of war. Men and women are ta-lay en-
during and eacrificing with almeat in-
credible conrage, These qualities belong
not to tho Rritieh, the French, the Gei-
mans, or the Americans alone, hut to all
men., They arve 'divinely human. We
owe it to the men who have iied and
lo the gencrations to come that the
suffering and the endurance shall not
Have bLeen in vain,” The fruit must be
a hetter world and a nobler race of men.
Already there is o movemenl in this
direction. We see a League of Nations
coming into heing—a league based upon
peaca and justice and. not uwpon wmers
might. The nations are learning that
they must organise for peace as they
have organised for war, and that inter-
nafional law must displace international
jenlousy and rivalry, We see the rosy
flush of a new dawn.

“Wa awe it to cur boys that this world
shall be a belfer world when the war is
done, Thonzands of our hoys Jeft these
shores {0 face the ordenl of wounds and
death. They esteemed honour and human-
ity more than life. They have sacrificed,
dared, and endured to the ntmost, Rolls
of honour and public monuments, pen-
sions and epeeches, are poor recognilion
of tha price that our hoys. have paid.
What honour can we pay owmr hernex but
lo live for the grealuess of the fulure as
they bave suffered and died for il?  In
no other way can we mateh the moral
graudeur that has purchased mationat
safofy for us at such awful cost.”

———

SERMON AT ST. JOSEPH'S

In tho course of a sermon delivered
by Archbishop O'Shen in St. Joseph’s
Church yesterday, Iis Grace said: ““To.
day is the fourth anniversars of tihe
breaking out of the gweat war. Tt i3
gratiiving lo find that the Government

Lna aclad e #n malea sl n Jdase AP mmacian
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HUD TOUM UD LU LMGIAT 1L L Ua) UL payul
for Gad’s blessing upon owrselves and our
Allies. Catholics from the very hegin-
ning realised the need of prayer for vic-
tory, and every day, week day ns well
as Sunday, we have heen praying in the
Mass for God’s blessing upon owr arms,
Wo are Laught to look on all these evenis
from a supernatural point of view, and
{here is no doubt in our minds hut that
this war is a punishment on the nations
for baving turned aside from God. They
had been welying too much upon their
extraordinary material® prosperity and
upon tho wonderful results brought about
by the discoveries of science and by the
friumphs of invention over the physienl
world. They relied so much upon all
these things that they forgot their own
souls; they forgot God, and believed they
rould 'de without Him. They worshipped
instead the idols of aterial prosperity
and of materinl comfort and pleasure.
“But God cannol e ignored with im-
punity. Men had deluded themselves with
the false belief that they were so civil-
ised and so highly cultured that war—a
reiic of barbarism—was no longer pos-
sible. And when it camo like a thnnder,
clap in a clear summer sky the very
knowledge and seience and invention they
used to boast about made it the most
frightful war that this old world of ours
has ever witnessed! And precisely be-
cause man is not the mere animal that
materialistic philosophers wantad us to
helieve, all sane men now desire an end
of war—not a temporary peaca that wonld
he followsd soone™ or later by anather
strugsle, but the complete destruction of
war as far as is humanly possible.  After
four years we have learned many things,
and chief amoungst them i3 this: that
hecause man is not an animal, and oven
in the maferiai things of war, mnst. nse
the things of the spirit, therefore war
has hecome intclerable {o him. As an
able writor caid recently, ‘Bozause now
all men share 1 war, all mer :esire an
exd of 1t Aunother lesson we have laayn.
ed is thal the issue 35 in {he hands of
the God of Batiles, and in His nawme
alone shall we conquer. And if our coun.
try is {o obtain the blessing so essentini
to victors, we must not onlv prav for it:
but we must also thoroughly purify our
own conduct, and, abave all, our war
aims, which are so liable to ha lost sight:
of under schiemes of lesrifavial expansion
and commereial gain,  We must purify
our national soul, which is still o de-
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vold of {he spirit of prayer and so full
of tho spirit of greed and lust.

“It scems lo vie a pity that none of
the Goveraments of thie Rurapean Allies
have as yet given a whole-nanrted oflicia)
approsal of the lofty American ideal,
which, whnile & bent on victery. is vet
so unselfish and so anxious fo secure in-
ternational justice and the destruclion of
the eauses of war. This ideal, set forlh
officially by DPresident Wilson, is prac-
tically an endorsement of the Pone’s sug.
gestions in vegard to the necessity of on
international law, which sha'l restrain
the whole family of nations as. sirictly
as the individuals in eneli of them are
restrained by their own domestic cade.
Se there is great meed for ws o pray
Gal to give the Allied nations the grace
{0 keep their war aims pure, :nd {o pre-
vent what was begun as a ernzade for
right and justice from furning into an
instrument of racial rivalry ov commer-
eial gain, There is more renson to fear
a delerioration of our wir aims {han
many peonle like to admil,

“Noyw, 1o hring about more surely (hat
each nntion shall make insbies and not
colfish interest ils chief aim, lef ng prav
alea for the destrnelinn of that  Blingd
enlfichness—that halved and  hitlerness,
that  unforfunately exist  even now
amanezt the difierent elazses and seelions,
religions, nolitical. and econamie, of each
country. ITave we no faults ro repropel
nufl-se]\:cq “’if'l? ;\]'f_‘ ”10:‘(‘ 10 fm‘tlln(‘-l
yeing vnjustly made threugh *ie war?
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Is there no exploiling of the poor, no
profiteering going on? Are wo :thowing
due respect lo the rights of conscienco of
everybody in our midst? Ts there no
cruelty or bratality practised in our
military camps? Are wo howestly striv-
ing to melo out justice to »11 who are
gﬂlled away from their homes and fam.
ilies to serve their eountry, or swho have
already served it? Let us not dwell loo
much upon the sins and crimes.of our
enemies, while igroring our own. Iet us
rather loglk into our souls and change
what needs changing. et us as nations
and ns individuals turn to Gad and ac-
knowledge our sins and mislakes in the
past, und sifice the war has commenced,
and then we ean with confidence ask Him
to give us viclory. And remember ihat
a vietory that will esteMish a reign of
peaco and justice in the world, according
to the ideal set Defore us by the Iopo
and President Wilson, and a5 far as it
can he established in this vale of fears,
wiil alone be worth the awlal sacrifices
in lives and blood that the nations are
naking, Then may we look forward io
an era waen no longer will conseription
or militarism be tolerated in any of tho
~ouniries; 1o an ern when the vast sums
of money now spent in The upkeep of
proat armies and navies wilt he devoted
fo {he spintual and temporal benefit of
the people, and to the promation of their
real heppiness and prosperity. May God
hasten the day.”

AN ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE FROM
MR. MASSEY -

A cablegram from London states that
in compliance with a epecial request,
tho Prime Minister of New Zealand
(Rt, 1on. Mr. Massey) sent the fol-
lowing message on behali of New Zea-
land {o the Central Commiiteo of tho
National Patriotic Organisation for de-
livery at the London meeting on tho
anniversary of the war.

“Wa are now entering upon the
fifth year of the war, nand as Brit-
ish citizens we are no less deter-
mined than we were four years ago
{o carry on until victory comes to
thoss armies which aro fighting for
all that the frec and honour-loving
nations of tho earth hold dear.

“We have had many disappoint-
ments; but we have aleo had much
to bo thankful for, and {e-day wo
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can say confidently thet the ﬁghting
forces of the Iimpire, bolth on lan
and waler and in the air, aro
stronger than they have been at any
{ime in our history. This also is
{rue of onur Allies, especially since
our kinsmen of the Uniled States of
America came intoithe war in sup-
port of the same sacred cause as that
which lias brought the bravest «of
Dritain’s sons from every quarter of |
the globe, and for which {the Dest
bload of the Empire has been poured
out.

“Thare is now no reason for pes-
sism, but on the conlrary every rea-
son for confidence. With renewed
determipation the Allies will press-
forward, facing without hesilation
any difliculties or dangers which they
miy encounter, hut never stopping or
laying nside the weapons of war
until a decisive victory has been won,
hringing with it seeurity and pence.”

A DAY OF INTERCESSION

In counection with tho war an all.day
servico of intercession will ho held in
tho Taranaki Street Methodist Church
on Wednesday. The scssions, which will
bezin ab 10 a.m. and conclude at 9 p.m,,
have been organised under the auspices
of the 1¥ellington Counci] of Churches.
Simitar services held in Woellington and
in ofher centres have been widely attend-
ed, and warked by tho exercise of fit-
ting and carnest devotion. Fach hour
of tho sesaions on Wednesday will ho oc-
cupied by tho singing of euitable hymns,
prayers for the successful and early
termination of the war will he offered up,
and brief addresses wiit be given. Hymn
sheets will bs provided. Tho epeakers
will include the Revs, Dr, J. Ii. Elljott,
W. Phillips, J. Reed-Glasson. \W. Shirer,
S. Beckingham, B. Drake, A. I. Huat,
and J. G. Chapman, the Hon. C. M.
Luke, and Messrs. W. Allan and Kersley,

The following organista will also par-
ticipate in the servico: Mesdames R. A,
Evans and Whiteman and Messrs, Templo
White, T. Forsyth, W. M. Collie, C. Cel-
ling, C. W. Kerry, and Harland.

ANNIVERSARY IN EUROPE

POy

THE NEW YEAR OF HOPE

——————

-
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(Rec. August 4, 5.5 p.m.)

London, August 3.
Sir Douglas Haig has issued an order
‘{0 the troops as follows:—'“Che conclu-
sion of the fourth year of the war marks
the passing of tho period of crisis. Wae
may now look with added confidenco to
{fie future. Russia’s Revolution eet free
large hostile forces on the Dastern front
which were {ransferrad fo 1he West.
It was the enemy’s intention to use the
great numbers thus created to gain a
decisive victory befora the arrival of the
Amoricans should give tha Allies a su-
periorily.  The enemy made an effort
to obtain a decision on the Weslorn
front, and failed. 'The steady stroam
of Americans arriving has alrendy  re-
stored the balance. The eneiny’s frst
and most powerful blows fell on the
British, his superiorily in ‘men being
{hree to one. Although pressed back in
parts, the British Yino remained un-
braken afler many days of heroic fight-
ing, the glory of which will live for all
time, umf the enemy waj beld. At the
end of feur years of war the magnifi-
cent Highting qualities of our troops ro-
main of the highest order. I {hank
them for their devoted bravery and
resolution. I know they will show
like steadfostness and courage whatever
the task they are called upon to per-

form."—Aus.-N.Z. Cable Assn.-Reuter.

(Rec. Augnst 4, 5.5 pm.)

: Washington, August 3.
Lord Reading, British Ambassador, in-
terviewed, snid the heginning of the fifth
year finds Britain stern and resolute.
The spirit of the people has not been
finer nor iheiv confidence higher. ’Lho
day of lLiberly is dawning, and a new
era of pence will scom open to the

world.—Aus.-N.Z. Cable Assn.
(Rec. August 4, 5.5 p.m.)

New York, August 3.
The “New York Times” s{ates editori-
etly:—“Tour years of war shows the
Germans bhaffled and defeated, falling
hack  before  General Toch's great
strategy.  The hAilh year commences
with the Germans on tho defensive and
the Crown Prinec’a army irying to exiri-
cate itself drem a position of greak

peril.”"—Aus.-N.Z. Cable assn.
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_Desp.it:a ah very wet night there was
a good attecdance at the Service in
the Town Hall en Monday eveniang to
commemorate the landing of ‘‘Our
Bays'’ at Anzac on April 25th, 1915.

His Worship tke Mayor (Mr Mac-
millan), presided, and with-him ot the
platform were the Ven. Arcideacen
Tuke, the Rev. A, C. Wedderspoop,
the Rev. W. Barnett and Captain
Medland of the Salvation Army. The
Mayor apologised for the alsence of
the Rev. Mr Laybourn, who has only
recently arrived in Tauranga tu take
charge of the Methodist Church in the
district.

A number of Veterans and returned
soldiers were present. .

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/BOPT19170425.2.11?query=methodist a... 12/04/2017



Papers Past | ANZAC DAY. (Bay of Plenty Times, 1917-04-25) Page 3 of 5

The proceeding opened with the Na |
tional Anthem, followed by a hyma— | 8
“‘Litany for Our Army and Navy" Dby 1
a choir of some thirty voices, accom- |
pacied by the Tauranga Orchestra | 8
under the direction of Mr H. Crump.

After Mr Wedderspoon had given the
opening prayer the Mayur said the
idea of the Government. in-establish-| ¢
ing the day was that the people should | ¢
have an opportunity of expressing
their patriotism. Here we perhaps
hardly realised that-it wight be neces-
sary to buve mestings for that pur-
pose, having done so much in provid- { @
ing men. But elsewhere the position
was not the sawe. - ]

The Rev. Mr Barnett read a portion
of the Holy Seripture suitable to the

occasion. . K
The Ven. Archdeacon Tuke fallowed

with an address in whieh he said tbat
he locked upon it as aprivilege to take
part in the meeting. New Zealand | !
and the Mother ~Country had been
thrilled with the doings of our men at |
Anzac, and. it was fitting that we !
should meet to commemorate that |-
great day. ‘

“Captain Medland also gave a spirited
address. The rod of chastisewment, she
said, was still aver aur nation, und
we had to consider like Joshua of old,
what the accurxed thing was In our
midst for which we had to bear the
correcting hand of God. She paid a

tribute to the great part women. were
taking in the war. They were ¢isplay-
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! ing everywhere tha gpame spirit ot
love that prompted our men to face
the dangers and borrors of  the
treuches. _ e

The Rev. Mr Wedderspoon, in the
courge of his address, said he appre-
ciated very much the decision of the
| Mayor ard Councillors to held a - te-
ligious service, Grest ggcrifices had
been made during the war and the call
for men had been wonderfully respon-
ded to. In three years we had dor}e
more than the Germans had done In
forty years. 'That night they met as
g united people, thenking God, ac-
know'ledging cur entire depen_dence |
upon 2im, and piaying for victory
and peace. ’ |

During the evening sclos wers sung
by Mrs Christian and Mr E. Brassey,
v | two further hymns were sung-by the
‘| choir and the audience, and an anthem
by the cheir, a very appropriate sger-
.| vice concluding with a prayer de-
. | livered by the Rev. Mr Barnett.
,{ Arrangements had been made for- an
address by a representative of the
Maori race, but owing to the weatb_er
he was, unfortunately, unable to gZet
101,
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