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Christchurch—The Chairman of the District, Revs. H. G. Brown,
H. X. Brown, w. T. Blight, G. v. Thomas, W. g, Dawson, R. G. Bell,
C. R. Marshall, T, Shepherd, P. D. Ramsay, Messrs N. G. Hillary, A.
Southey, A. Clark, W. A. Hadlee, F. T. Bartley, R. Thomas, T
Chamberlain, G. D. Miskimmin, 1. J. Butler, R. Anderson, W. Couch,
G. S. Salter, B. C. Bascand, W. T, Lill, G. M. Couch, Drs. 5. C. Peddie,
E T Hurrell and T. Tnticott, Mesdames M. Leask,
. T. Blight, W. S. Dawson, R. Anderson, W. Couch, R. G. Bell, G. N.
Couch, J. Yarr, and Miss P. Caukwell, together with the Mission
Officials and Ministers.
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During the year weé have cared for 41 children and at present

there are only six children actually in residence at Wesleydale.
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Maori Girls’ Tostel, Wesley College, and Trinity College Buttle
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foster homes in Auckiand suburbs, Tauranga, Morrinsville, Hamil-
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from broken homes.
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in touch wi

The appointment of a full time experience
take over this duty of visiting and giving advice and counsel is
under action by the Board. A special committee responsible to the
Board has now been appointed to keep in touch with the children
and to control the activities of the case worker. This committee
consists of experienced community welfare workers and minis-
ters who specialise particularly in this type of work.

The policy of placing many of our children in Methodist fos
ter homes has been continued and many of our children are happily
settled with their foster parents and are receiving loving care in
their upbringing.
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and the improvement in their behaviour, attitude to schooling and
general happiness has been remarkable.

Play Centre: The centre caters for 12 or more children from 9
am. to 3 p.m. each school day and is fulfilling a useful educational
need. The two ventures, family units and Play Centre have been

closely watched by institutions similar to our own as being worth-
while developments.

Temporary Care: The need for temporary care of families
where the mother has entered hospital has filled a real and urgent
need. The Board agreed to the policy of receiving such children
on a temporary basis and the wisdom of this has been proved in
practical situations where a real service has been rendered.

Counselling Service: The Master has continued to exercise a
ministry of counselling, and much time and thought has been put
into this sphere of work. Placing children back with their parents
has been a priority and 49 children have been reunited with their
parents and many homes re-established, bringing happiness and
security to the children and unity to the family. These results
have not been achieved without much patient endeavour, and
the follow-up work of the counselling service has been most im-
portant. When it is realised that 25 children representing 8 families
have been kept within their families when otherwise the homes
would have been broken up and the children placed in the

Children’s Home, it can be seen how effective the Counselling
Service has been.

Foster Homes: The most significant development has been the
Foster Homing of children, and we have 18 children happily
placed in Foster Homes and during the year we have used 37
Foster Homes and of these 14 are permanent Foster Homes. Many
of the others have been temporary homes caring for three year
olds who are not admitted into our Home.

Adoptions; We have played our part in adoptions, one having
been completed and two are pending. We have also successfully
boarded-out some of our children and this year one was boarded in
what had been one of our earlier Foster Homes.

General: For the year we have cared for 116 children through
our several avenues of service and child care. Old boys and girls
keep a continual contact with the Home. As the different spheres
of Child Care develop we can foresee much good work being car-
ried out. At the present time we are hopeful of placing 24 children

back with their parents and another 10 children into permanent
Foster Homes.

Deputation Work: This work has been fully sustained this
year, and visits paid by Mr Scott to Nelson, Motueka, Blenheim,
Richmond, Timaru, Temuka, Ashburton and in many local areas,
and opportunity taken to explain the new policy and to feature
the ever changing pattern of our work.

The New Policy: The Board has held a consultation with the
National Committee on the care of dependent children, and all de-
tails of the new policy have been considered. We await the decision
of the Government on the transfer of the buildings to the Christ-
church Central Mission for the establishment of a Geriatric Hos-
pital, and until such decision has been reached, we continue to de-
Velop the new policy within our present buildings, and to do so
with both effectiveness and success.

Jubilee: The Golden Jubilee of the Home will be celebrated
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In general this year, four Deaconesses are serving in Circuits,

one in the South Island Children’s Home. Three are appointed to
Maori Hqste}s, and fourteen (including probationers) are working in
the Maori Mission. Two are working in the Overseas Mission Field.

During the year, Sister Gladys Thomas was given permission to
exph:ange with Sister J osephine Glasson of the Sydney Central
Mlssmn: The experience afforded Sister Gladys in such an appoint-
ment will bga of great benefit in her work and to the Order., Sister
Dorothy Pointon was given leave during the year to serve with the
British and Foreign Bible Society, while Sister Mary Sealey received
permission to travel overseas,

Candidates for Deaconess Work: We are
since last Conference no fewer than seven
received from young women interested in traini
Deaconess Order. Our appreciation is due to the Department of
Christian Education for the interest shown by its Executive Officers

in assisting the Board to publicise the Order among the young women
of the Church.

Warden: The appointment of Rev. Wesley A. Chambers ag
Warden of Deaconess House will strengthen Deaconess training, and
set the Order in a more fitting relationship to the whole Connexion.
With.this end in view, the Board is re-assessing the nature and
function of the work of a Deaconess. We expect to see a broadening

of the conception of the place and work of Deaconesses in the life
of the Church,

. In due course the Board will bring to Conference recommenda-
tions regarding necessary changes in the Law in respect to the
relationship of the Warden to the Deaconess Institution.

Through the Warden’s serving in this dual
capacity in the initial stages of his appointment, the cost of such an
appointment to the Connexion will be small.

We conclude our report in the confidence that under the
Warden’s leadership, Deaconess House will make an even worthier
contribution to the life and work of the Church.

H. C. MATTHEWS, Chairman.
G. V. THOMAS, Secretary.
RESOLUTIONS

1. That the Report and Financial Statement be received and
2. That Rev. Wesley A, Chambers,
Order.

. 3. That the Warden of the Deaconess Order serve as part-time

Inister in Christchurch East Circuit, and be stationed in Wesley
hurch, Fitzgerald Avenue,

4. Conference expresses its appreciation to Rev. W. T. Blight,
BA, B.D, for his work as supervisor of studies for the past two
Yyears, )

M.A., be appointed Warden
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