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STION LIV.—What are the Resolutions of Conference respec
QUE?ng Children’s Homes?

A—Auckland Children’s Home and Orphanage
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part of this year the Homes have be
admission refused.

en full and many requests for
The Ladies’ Committee continue in their devoted service. Their
House Committees meet regularly under the convenorship of Mes-
dames Wigglesworth and Myers. Officers and Executive have worked
hard to stimulate interest among Guild members. As a result, warm
knitted garments and used clothing are received, also weekly visits
are made by many to mend and patch worn garments, All this
sel;lvigeé 1; invaluable and their interest is most encouraging to Board
an aff.

Thanks.

Our gratitude is expressed to the Chaplains, Revs. J. C. Draper
and Geo. Brown; also to Drs, Clifford James and H. J. Mall, the
Honorary Medical Officers. The Matrons appreciate their unfailing
readiness to attend the sick and for their sympathetic advice. To
this we add the name of Mr K. W. White, Chemist, who for years
has donated medical supplies to “ Wesley.”

: ¢ : Mr F. C. Matthews
gives continual oversight to the grounds and li

v vestock at “ Epsom.”
With the many changes of gardeners there have been insufficient sup-

plies of vegetables but we are grateful for Harvest Festival produce
and gifts of fruit, vegetables, jam, eggs and fuel.
United Orphanage Council,

We record once more our i

by their enthusiasm,

ndebtedness to this Council, who,
Homes.

has created public interest in the work of the
Our share of the Street Collection ete. was £992.

As this report is written before the close of our financial year
it is impossible to state here our financial position. The Balance
Sheet, which will be presented later will reveal this. We have
received from new Bequests and interest from previous gifts the sum
of £1.717/18/2.

We commend this work to all lovers of children and pray that
more of our people will become interested and help us to erect and
maintain worthy Homes for these dependent children.

W. E. ALLON CARR, Chairman.
IVY H. JONES, Secretary.

RESOLUTIONS
1. That the report be received and adopted.
2. That the Financial Statement be received and adopted.
p 3. That Conference express its congratulations to the Board on
e

> progress made towards the completion of its scheme for the
building of a new and worthy children’s home.

4. Board of Management, 1953-54.
Carr; Deputy, Mr R. T. Garlick. Life Members, Mesdames W. R.
Emerson and A. H. White, Mr J. E. Astley, and Mr and Mrs W. H.

Secretary-Treasurer, Sister Ivy Jones; Lay-Treasurer,
Mr P. Dellow; Revs. B. W. Hames, W. Walker, Walter Parker, A. E.
0rr,_F. Copeland, A. H. Scrivin, and the Ministers of Mt. Albert,
Dominion Road, Epsom, Mt. Eden, and Remuera Churches, Mesdames
A. L. Caughey, C. J. Burton, C. K. Wigglesworth, R. C. Hemmings,
C. M. Myers, R. T. Garlick, and Miss C. Wagstaff, representatives
of the Methodist Women’s Guild Fellowship and Methodist Women’s
Club, Messrs F. Penn, A. L. Caughey, C. K. Wigglesworth, C. E.
Goode, F. C. Matthews,

—Chairman, Rev. W. E. A.

B. R. Burton, G. Matthew S KE T
; and the Chairman and S il il

ecretary of the South Auckl

and District.
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B—Masterton Methodist Children’s Home

ANNUAL REPORT, 1953

The family in the Home has been well qared for throughout
another year. Each member of it, though deprived of the benefit o
normal home life, has received the love and care of our staff ?.nd the
happy friendship of the other children. While due attention has
been given to the physical necessities of food, clothmg_and shelter
and the general health has been good, other a_spects of life have not
been neglected. There are adequate opportunities for education and
recreation. Those suited for and desiring it, are encouraged to
continue with higher education. Vacancies in various walks of life
are found according to the aptitudes of those ready to }qa_ve school.
The children participate in a wide range of sporting activities. They
are guided in the Christian way of life in a very fine manner within
the Home itself and take full part in the Youth activities of the
Church.

With the forthcoming retirement of Mr and Mrs H. Bateup and
the recent resignation of Miss M. Potter, the Committee has become
fully aware of the outstanding service given to the Home by its
staff during the last ten years and of the great amount ‘of work
done by the small team. Although we sincerely regret their retire-
ment, we give thanks to God for the love and affection shown to the
children by Mr and Mrs Bateup, our Master and Matron. The well-
being of the children under their care has always been their first
concern and has been a heavy and continuous demand upon them.
Miss Potter has done fine work in charge of the kitchen and we
wish her well in her mew sphere of service at ¢ Wesley House,”
Picton. We are indeed fortunate that Miss C. Fell is remaining wit
us. Mrs. L. Coppell is welcomed as a recent appointment to the
staff .

At present there are 20 boys and 13 girls in the Home. There
were 10 admissions and 11 departures during the year. A number
of those leaving were able to return to relatives. Two went to
Training College and a variety of occupations have been taken up
including that of pastrycook, clerk, printer, mechanic and shop
assistant.

Rev. Dr. W. G. and Mrs Slade were farewelled from the Com-
mittee on their appointment to the St. Albans Circuit. The Committee
was grateful for the interest they took in its affairs and the time
given in frequent visits to the Home. Messrs. K. J. Orams and T. F.
Mannell joined the Committee at the beginning of the year and Rev.
R. F. and Mrs Clement more recently. Their presence in the Com-
mittee has been valued and helpful. Unfortunately we were soon to

Jose Mr Orams on his transfer to Auckland, but during a short time
he found many opportunities to give practical assistance.

The Committee thanks all those who have in any way helped with
its work. Many organisations and individuals have provided enter-
tainment. Gifts of clothing and produce and much needed financial
support have been greatly appreciated. To those who gave the
children a holiday in their homes we say «Thank you. We also
acknowledge the financial backing of the Wellington Board, which hasg
been called on to a greater extent this year to bridge the gap between
income and expenditure. We again confidently seek support from the
people of our Church to meet this position.

The following legacies were received and remitted to the Welling-
ton Board to be credited to the funds of the Home:—
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£759/6.110. : Taranaki-Wanganui District £169/8/10. Grand Total:

A. KEITH HODDER, Chai
, Chairman.
J. F. CODY, Secretary. k
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ANNUAL REPO

100 RT, 1953.

ahaug y:;l:.h otfhank‘fl.llness to God that we present thi

;hanges which havseelo‘z:lccsrrafinqngththe childrenpof ri’urt }S{oﬁeportﬁrgf
ew and the number of red 1n the personnel of our Staff 5 x
almost a year with of children in residence has vari da' have been
been filled by Mi us, Miss Pilgrim resigned Iée little. After

o SRR iss Bradley of Shirley. Th and her place has

e ho][gn es' in Staff is a witness to the happairt cﬂ}le;i?cicﬂlasvi,rgszr.ll.so

iling

For most of the
as this Report goe Year"we had fifty-five children i %
Their ages l'angge fsr to print there are fifty—29 Bo;’z I::éd%ric%i?ﬂt

: SEet om three ye :
one admission and six demisgoigs to sixteen years. We had only

Kerr have returned to their mother Of the latter, John and Tony

Youngman has returned to her fathvevrl-lo has remarried and Dorothy

157

hool stationery and
t donations for the




Health.
The general health of the children has been good, except for

minor ailments and accidents. In this connection Dr. S. C. Peddie
continues to assist us as honorary physician.
Church Connections.

It is encouraging to note the very definite interest of some of
the older ones in the life and work of Church. The attendance
of the children at the Sunday morning service is an inspiration to
both preacher and congregation. In addition, a number of the older
ones voluntarily attend the evening service.

General Maintenance.

The cost of maintaining a property such as ours is very heavy.
Early in the year, the Waimairi Council, together with the Fire Board,
inspected the property and advised certain improvements to reduce
the fire risk. With a ferro-concrete building, this risk did not seem
to us to be great. Nevertheless, we have complied with the law.
Smoke screen doors have been erocted at the top of the stairs and a
system of fire drill is being carried out. Repairs to the roof have
been effected and a considerable amount of asphalting has been done.
The purchase of a motor-mower has proved a great advantage.

Mr Howells, with the capable assistance of Mr D. Hawke, keeps
a careful watch on the grounds and gardens.

Fruit.

The fruit yield has not been quite so good this year and it
has been suggested that Orchardists might, if they knew of the need,
considerably augment the supply of fruit. Careful watch is kept, too,
on the best means of securing groceries, meat and other commodities
for the table.

The Ladies’ House Committee continues to watch the interior
furnishings of the Home. Some mattresses have been re-wired and
new ones purchased.

Finance.

The Financial Statement shows that notwithstanding the most
rigid economy, the year closes with a deficiency of £669. This is
partly accounted for by some unusual expense, but chiefly by rising
costs. We are glad to note that Circuits have shown increased
interest in the work, with the result that their contributions are
about £130 more than last year.

Easter Camps. . )
The appeal of the Camps drew into their fellowship seven boys

and six girls. The reports of these young people were good.

Youth Conference.

‘About 200 Youth Leaders met for Conference ‘in the Home
during the rvecess. All reports are to the effect that it proved a
most inspiring occasion. We hope incidentally, that it will serve to
make our youth leaders aware of the fine avenue of service which
the Home presents. Be that as it may, we were glad to place the
Home at the disposal of such a group and such a cause. As far
as the Staff is concerned, the Conference left a pleasant memory.

Mrs Jessie Mackay.

Tt is fitting that a brief reference be made to the work of Mrs
Mackay in connection with the combined Orphanage Appeal. Since
the inception of the Committee in Christchurch, Mrs Mackay has
been its capable and enthusiastic Secretary. All the Children’s Homes
in the City have benefitted by her labours during the past twenty-one
years. Now that she retires from the work, we extend to her our
gratefu] thanks and good wishes.
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