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(9) That the conduct of the Entrance Examination and of the
final examination of the year of Deaconess House Students be under
the control of the Conference Board of Examiners in consultation
with the Board of Studies of the Deaconess Committee.

(10) That the question of the tabulation in the Minutes of Cen-
ference of the names of Deaconesses on Probation, those in residence
in Deaconess House, and the Candidates received for training, be
remitted to the Secretary of the Board of Examiners in consultation
with the Secretary of Conference. :

(11) That the Deaconess Committee consider the possibility of
selected traineés being given a third year of specialised training in
Auckland in order that advantage might be taken of facilities
offered by Trinity College and the Maori Mission Centre.

(12) That the Deaconess Committee consider the matter of an
allowance being made for Deaconesses when they commence proba-
tion.

(13) That the. Committee for 1948 be: The Chairman of the Dis-
trict, the Connexional Secretary, Revs. R. Dudley, A. O. Harris, V. R.
Jamieson, J. M. Blight; Messrs. A. A. Harrow, H. W. Beaumont;
Sister Mabel Morley, Mesdames A. R. Witheford, R. Dudley and F.

Crespin.

QUESTION XLVIIL.—What are the Resolutions of the Conference
. respecting Connexional Orphanages?
(A) THE AUCKLAND METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME
AND ORPHANAGE. MT. ALBERT AND EPSOM.

THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT, 1947.

It is with a sense of deep gratitude to Almighty God that we
veview the past year’s activities. In presenting this 34th Annual
Report, we thank God for His unfailing guidance in all our plan-
ning and undertakings.

Obituary: It is with a profound sense of loss that we have to re-
port the passing of Mr. W. Astley, who, by his interest and practical
support, was a most valued member of the Board. !

Trustees: This report would not be complete without mentioning
the fact that the only remaining member of the original Trust, Mr. H
John Astley, despite his 87 years, is still an active member of the
Board, and is wholeheartedly interested in the children’s welfare.

The Family: At the end of the year 1946 we had 74 children in
residence. During the year 96 children have been under our care
and at the end of the year our numbers stand at 70. Six attend
Secondary School, and there are five below school age.

A great number of requests for admission have been before the
Secretary and the Selection Committee, but our space is limited.
Many children are suffering from the lack of home life because of
broken homes. Unfaithfulness, death of the mother, shortage of
housing, the misery of families living in one room, OT in caravans
and motor camps, all contribute to the necessity of finding a home
for many little children. There is a tremendous need to be met.
Although our Homes are not instituted to provide a home for all
who apply, we thank God for the contacts made and the opportunity
of comforting and helping many who are suffering real anguish an
distress through not being able to establish a home for the family.

152

At “ Epsom,” the Girls’ H
; At om, ome, we have si
?—Ir: ms;x agl;glst }:n tﬁg Hostel who are now earnsiil)ig.smf}cuisb(;yfleandhthere
oo I’\/Iiss Augrg llgign have a real Mother in Miss Gladysr yBeailz) 2
e are‘yon 1_1,}1’115, s%a‘f’fery ((:iapable Assistant Matron Tvcl;loocr)lf,
: - b an B . .
turn are helping in this work for thvgec}ﬁfgrflfOUd fatathev s ther

» “Wesley ” boys are mothered b i
) y Miss P. i P
_11)103751 ehe}xl'»;z (E% vwc}110 has thelr welfare at heart.Gr'(i“}i: :&%;ng hoef1 tt}?'e
qomeghany stag? négst difficult, and after several changes we no$
s : e are glad to report there are six Methodist
our Homes, and we feel encouraged as we reall?s:

g
tahat ladually our young women are beC()nllng HltEIQSted in this

Th 5 i
] 0ef I;ieczﬁ;};s;)f ’cl(lj(;l ‘Cliuldren: In both Homes we have had ou
AL W S icken-pox and other childish ailments kelt;
e and‘t eh ad one case of appendicitis, one serious hP
were in hospitalwgor a(()ibsz}:i}aljtif)(;ln&lévand adell'IOidS A TV‘IIE
¢ g e are gla q
:gige Cr(()elc%vell'{ed, and our sincere thanks go to ]%1'5(.i 13(1)11; eljxolll‘t that_ b
ebeck, who watch the health of our children ; St

_Maintenance: This year i
Maintenance, etc., the su?n olf ;\%e,?ivael;secelv
-amounts to £6044 4s 4d. :

ed from Subscriptions
2d, while our expendituré

The rising cost of livin, .
; S ; g presents a real proble i rui
g%%s, nfggt;};mé,allieq;cal su{ﬁ)hes, books and ggmes lgbngclifo‘fsofnfégcl)tg
: it possible for us to carry o ! ]
?:is: I;:n%sre?tldy appreciated. Kind folk haveygivlzz.n E%;}tlstgggghtful-
o and’ n?aéies .from our Guilds have mended and patched b?)létlerti
Espe’c Sns e Fd jam. So many have given of their valuab,l ti 3
2 memgers :,lf : }':xe'eLI;‘lgice’og record the gratitude of the Bfal‘(limt%
: : es’ Committee. We
; . would th
emembered our children at the Christmas holidays. arX{llt};zie c‘ﬁllo

«dren had homes to
: go to, and they ret
-after the weeks spent in the homes gf 10(:1111’1 ﬁitiﬂé‘efreshed e

g 3

et gﬁ.l;zhé:nely ;nd orphaned children have been remembered
them b lonyebi‘ 'olrecelve a lett_er and a gift makes all the diff i
e services ty f}llr or bgy. It is impossible to state the val el;
e ’1(')h eyehl;g?cr:glg of the Homes, and to the happineléz gf
; ¢ e a growi i i

-all these sharers we render ourggr:;:fgulnil:‘;le;r?ls(z e

Street Day Appeal: T
% tre ; : In response to last 4
foti?lé)ﬁgegw()o?ﬁhanages, a large sum was raiseg,eagfsw%lli)g)}?a(}uforhthe
omes was £1064. We would record our gratitudse ?(I:

the money and clothi i
mend ing received through the Auckland Orphanages’

City ‘Collector: Through the services of Mr. J. H. Whitburn we

have received d i i
= lonations in cash £97 19s, and goods valued at £58 1s

153




Bequests received during the year total £7,416/7/10.

The total Income from Churches and Y.P. Organisations shows
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Board of Management: :
i : Mrs. W. R. Emerson. ¢
Iél}f:il};dn(:;l?eﬁev. E. T. Olds. Deputy Chairman: Rev. J. C. Draper.
Secretary-Treasurer: Sister Ivy Jones.
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Signed on behalf of the Board. :
E. T. OLDS, Chairman.
IVY H. JONES, Secretary-Treasurer.

(B)—MASTERTON METHODIST CHILDREN’S H(())II:I}'EPHE
REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, F
YEAR ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER, 1947.
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It is a pleasure to report that the staff remains the same, with
Mr. and Mrs. Bateup and Misses Potter and Fell wielding a fine
Christian influence through the work of the daily round and the
common tasks. We thank God for their continued service in the
interests of the children.

The Children: During the year there have been six removals and
one admission, leaving thirty-five children in the Home at the pre-
sent time; two of whom are working, eight at College, twenty-four
at primary school, and one under school age.

Some of the children are interested in cage birds and poultry,
and a large number of prizes have been gained at various Shows
throughout the year.

The children have also taken an active part in Sunday School
and Bible Class examinations, competitions and camps, and " have
achieved credit for themselves and the Home. Each year those who
~are ready are received into Church Membership, and this is a real
tribute to the spiritual influence of the Home.

At School, College, and on the field of sport, they acquit them-
‘selves well, and altogether it can be said that they are highly re-
garded in the community life of the town.

The Buildings: At the present time the Home is being thoroughly
renovated outside and inside, as well as adding certain furnishings
and equipment which will make for an even more homely atmosphere,
and facilitate the work of the staff. The cost of this work, which is
the first major renovation in over twenty-five years, will be in excess

" of £2,000, and we are hopeful that those who are able will make .
- special gifts for this purpose.

A Welcome Gift: As a result of a visit by the Wellington Police
| Pipe Band, arranged by the staff of the Masterton Police, the three
- Homes in Masterton each received approximately £70 to be used for
| the benefit of the children. In our case it has been decided to install
8 new wireless set with extension speakers in some of the main
- rooms so that the children can have a wisely guided benefit of this
aid to their social, cultural and spiritual development.

Those responsible for this effort are hopeful of making it an
‘annual event, 3

A New Venture: Since the release of the main portion of our
land from military occupation, a' cow has been purchased and an-

; | other valuable pedigree cow has been given to the Home through
& the generosity of the Master, Mr. H. Bateup. In addition to a con-
| siderable saving in the purchase of milk, this new venture will pro-
| vide another means of giving the boys a practical training in the
13 care of livestock.

;§ ~ News-letter: A start has been made in sending a regular news-
@ e!:ter to Circuit Quarterly Meetings. By this means it is hoped to
% Widen and deepen the now growing interest that is being taken in

e affairs of the Home by individuals and Circuits,

 Resulting from the resolution of the last Conference, we have
also been in communication with the Home Committees at Auckland
and Christchurch with a view to making the work of our Homes more
Widely known throughout the Dominion, but thus far no definite
action has been taken.

T
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c¢. 33rd Annual Report of the South Island
Methodist Children’s Home

We give thanks to God for many blessings as we present our
thirty-third Annual Report.

Thanks, too, for the devoted service of the loyal band of ladies
under the leadership of Miss Barclay, our Matron, and also to that
great company of friends who, loving children, make possible,

through their continued support, the work that is being done in our
Home in Papanui.

No greater reward can be imagined than that received recently
when one of our old boys, returning from work in a country distriet
for a brief holiday with us, came bounding up the entrance steps -

with outstretched hand, and the spontaneous greeting, “Gee, it’s
good to be Home again.”

Through all the years it has always been the aim of those who:
have been so intimately concerned with the care of our children—
that a real Home should be provided for those little ones who,
through circumstances beyond their own control, were deprived of
the care of a father and mother.

To-day we have seventy-three little folk in our family—but
“little ” is perhaps not the word that most suitably describes some:
of the strapping lads and lasses who have left school during recent

months to strike out for themselves in the big world beyond our
geographical boundaries.

Coming under our care in many instances when only three or
four years of age, many of the children remain with us, and our

responsibility for them continues until they complete their formal
| education and we are satisfied that they have so far established
themselves in their chosen work that they can stand on their own

feet.

Such work as this would be considerably more difficult were it not
for the specialised knowledge and help that comes to us from many

~ quarters, and the patience and devotion of a large number of friends

who give freely of their time and energy in many different ways.
The Board would like to pay particular tribute to the unceasing:

~care and advice that is given by Dr. S. C. Peddie, our Honorary
~ Physician. In spite of the claims of a city practice, his services are
- always available, both in cases of minor accidents, and also when

sickness comes to one or other of the youngsters.

Thanks to regular hours, good food, and a well-balanced regime,

‘there has been an encouraging freedom from epidemics during the
‘Dast year.

For the help and co-operation that comes from the staff of the
Waimairi School and the Papanui Technical College, we are most
grateful, and our responsibilities in regard to placing the children
In suitable employment when school-leaving age is reached are con-
iderably lightened by the valuable assistance given by the officers

the Christchurch Vocational Guidance Centre,
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Spare-time activities for such a large group of children present
some problems, but we have been ably and enthusiastically backed
by a willing company of helpers in the Papanui Church, District
Youth Council, and the Boy Seouts Association, in the training and
oversight of Clubs and Scouts. ; -

The Rev. R. W. Mayson assumed the responsibilities of Chap-
lain to the Home on being appointed to the Papanui Circuit in April
of this year, and he has already given much time and thought to
the needs of the children.

During the summer holidays it has been our aim to make it
possible for as many of the family as possible to get away for a
complete change. Quite a number of boys and girls are cared for
by relatives, but others have been given an opportunity of spending
o few weeks in the country through the kindness of many Methodist

friends. i

. We do appreciate this help, and would commend to all who are
in a position to assist in this way the needs of our little people.

A holiday on a farm is an experience not soon forgotten by a child,

and to spend some time in the environment provided by Christian

men and women in their own homes is of tremendous value.

Thanks to the help and interest of the Christchurch Y.M.C.A.,
twelve of the older boys had a thrilling time at the holiday camp at
‘Wainui, on Banks Peninsula, over the Christmas period.

Tt has been a matter of great encouragement to the Board that
interest has been maintained in our work by so many friends
throughout the South Tsland during the past year. A carefully
planned itinerary had to be abandoned by the Superintendent through
illness, but in spite of this, the returns from Circuits show an
inecrease of over £170 on last year’s figures. 4

As we consider the many claims made upon all Christian people
in these modern days, we thank the Master that so many are mind-

ful of our needs. :
The Combined Orphanages’ Appeal, recently carried through in

the city and surrounding districts, met with a most generous responsé

from all sections of the community. e
The house-to-house collection undertaken by Bible Class mem-
. bers broke all records, and on the Street Day itself a larger sum was
contributed than ever before. The share allocated to the Methodist
Héme was £1350—a splendid figure.
We are particularly grateful to the Combined Orphanages Com-
mittee for their devotion to the scheme, and also to the great number
of people in the Churches, both young folk and those who are older

for the motable service that they rendered. 1
In spite of these encouraging features of the work, however, the
financial position continues to give the Board considerable anxiety,
as prices of food and clothing and the costs of essential services con-
tinue to rise. i
The aftermath of war brings in its train the inevitable break-
down of many homes and the consequent suffering of children. We
count it a Christian responsibility and privilege to play our p rf
worthily as we seek to care for these boys and girls, but it can

only be done through the love and goodwill of the Church and com- |
munity. For the help that has been given in the past we give abun- |

.dant thanks, and pray for its continuance.
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