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25 March 2022 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 
Four months ago to the day, we wrote to the church laying down what we hoped would be a wise, 
compassionate, and common-sense approach to the developing picture as the Government 
introduced a Protection Framework and Vaccination Pass process. We are grateful for how the Church 
embraced our guidance and the respectful way we engaged with each other through this stressful 
time. 
 
We are now at the point where we can step back from the most severe elements mandated during the 
past four months. They have saved lives and kept us safer – testified to by the fact that we have one of 
the very lowest death rates from Covid-19 on the planet. 
 
We continue to be determined to protect the most vulnerable among us. Vaccinations, mask-wearing, 
ventilation and physical distancing in our buildings are still crucial tools in the efforts against Covid-19. 
Also, safe food management must continue as the Government restrictions ease – seated and 
separated, including celebrating holy communion. 
 
All other changes from the Government’s restriction changes will be available on our website 
https://www.methodist.org.nz/tangata/covid19/current/, and Trudy will be available if you have any 
questions. 
 
We face uncertainty and challenges ahead and need to maintain our preparedness for future 
outbreaks. Vaccination continues to be the best defence. With this in mind, we still expect full 
vaccination of people in active ministry (lay and ordained) as the most apparent flag-bearers of the 
Church charged with setting an example in ministering life. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely    Yours sincerely    Yours sincerely 
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