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Methodist Church Bicultural Journey 

Quiz for Methodist Alliance Forum 2019 

 

 

1. What year did the first Wesleyan missionaries arrive in NZ? 

ANSWER: 1823 – to Kaeo, Northland 

2. For a short time they left NZ because of conflicts.  When they returned they built a 

new Mission Centre.  What is the name of the place where that Mission was built 

and when was it built? 

ANSWER: Mangnungu (1828) – Hokianga Harbour 

3. Name at least one of the Wesleyan-linked people who took part in the debate on 

February 5th in 1840 about the signing of Te Tiriti? 

ANSWER: Tamati Waka Nene; Patuone; John Hobbs; William Woon. 

4. Name the sites where significant numbers of the signatories to Te Tiriti were linked 

to the Wesleyans? 

ANSWERS: 

Mangungu – the Wesleyan Missionary Society base in the Hokianga with largest 

single number of signatories at one time – 64 signatories February 12, 1840. 

Wellington – the Te Aro Pa had been ministered to by a Wesleyan lay preacher – 

Minarapa Rangihatuaki – since 1839 – April 23 1840.   

Otākou – the two signatories were Wesleyan converts – 13 June 1840. 

5. What was distinctive about the response of the NZ Methodist Church to the 

establishment of the Rātana movement from 1928, and who was a key Connexional 

leader to shape that response? 

ANSWER: The Methodist Church refused to declare it a heretical sect – unlike the 

Anglicans and other mainstream churches.   

Rev A.J. Seamer (Superintendent of the Methodist Maori Mission Department) 

However, the best incorrect answer given at the forum was: Jill van der Geer. 
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6. When did Te Taha Maori become an independent group within the NZ Methodist 

Church, and who was its first leader? 

ANSWER: 1972.  Rev Ruawai Rakena was the first to be appointed as Tumuaki. 

7. When and where did the Methodist Conference declare its commitment to a 

Bicultural Journey, and why – what was the catalyst for this decision? 

ANSWER:  Methodist Conference Nov 1983, Takapuna.  “In response to what the 

Spirit ways about the SHARING OF POWER …” 

8. What does the Methodist Church Mission statement say about the Treaty of 

Waitangi? 

ANSWER: “The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the 

basis of a power-sharing relationship, and will guide how we undertake mission.” 

9. What is the actual process of decision making for the governing body of the 

Methodist Church – the Methodist Conference? 

ANSWER: A bicultural process is used, where Tangata Whenua (Te Taha Māori) and 

Tauiwi meet in separate caucuses (the Tauiwi caucus then breaks into other cultural 

caucuses).  Consensus decision making is where both Tangata Whenua and Tauiwi 

caucuses must agree on an issue for it to be decided.  If there is no agreement no 

decision is made on that issue and we continue to wrestle with the issues until an 

agreement is reached. 
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