
 

Peace be with you in the name of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. I pray that this message 

finds you in good health and so as your love 

ones. I trust that MWF mothers and all young 

mums had a blessed 2021 Mother’s Day.  

 

We pray in faith for a brighter future as we journey 

through this Covid19 challenges until the country 

is fully vaccinated. Our hope is upon the Lord 

always, who can deliver us from evil, for thine is thy 

Kingdom, the power and glory are His for ever. 

Amen.  May we continue to uphold each other in 

fervent prayers.  

 

This month we are reminded of our call as a 

women sisterhood organisation to proclaim Life 

and Hope to others regardless of age groups, 

ethnicity, social status, gender, cultural 

differences, beliefs and so on. As Women we are 

called and chosen to work in partnership with the 

sister organisation of the Presbyterian Women 

Aotearoa NZ to achieve the 2021 Special Projects 

to help out with the St John’s Ambulance and the 

Palestinian Women and Children.  We are 

reminded of the following dates: 

 

❖ 20th June 2021 is the Due Date for the 

Special Projects Fundraisings and 

membership fees 
Special Projects 2020-2021 are for  

(i) St John’s Ambulances  

(ii) the Palestinian Women and Children. 

 

❖ NZMWF Convention – Thursday 14th – 

Sunday 17th October 2021 
At King’s College, Auckland. 

 

❖ The Tree of Life 

quarterly 

newsletter 

publication from the WFMUCW Editor, Ligia 

Istrate is available for download in a portable 

pdf document format. 

https://wfmucw.org/about/the-tree-of-life 

 

❖ Thursday in Black Challenge. Our 

message against violence remains current. 

Please join the women’s movement and 

sharing with us via social media your women 

group support for the Thursday in Black  

 

campaign by wearing black on Thursdays and 

please share with us your positive acts of 

love towards supporting “a world 

without violence.” 

 

For the remaining of our time as National 

Committee of the NZMWF, the Executives have 

plan to conduct the followings online events & 

gatherings: 

 

(A) The National Committee had planned to 

host three online National Services for MWF 

(i) Sunday 28th March at 3 pm (done) 

(ii) Sunday 13th June at 3 pm 

(iii) Sunday 12th September at 3 pm 
More information will follow. 

 

(B) Networking and Staying Connect with all 

MWF Districts and Fellowships. This will 

include building an online network for our 

Districts, and a page for MWF group to stay 

connect with all fellowships. 

 

(C) Young Leaders Initiative 

More information will follow. 

 

LASTLY, the Executive Committee had 

discussed the following proposals initiated 

from the Wellington District, Kapiti Uniting 

Parish, and the National Executives - for the 

MWF to consider some NZMWF Awards in 

recognition of Women’s Services towards the 

MWF Organisation.   

 

It is noted also that these recognitions are 

done worldwide by many groups and 

organisations like ours – the ‘MWF.’  

In addition, all these ideas will have to be 

tabled at the upcoming Convention 2021 for 

the MWF to have their final discussions and to 

make the final decision. 

 

So, here are the recommendations and the 

concepts behind each recommendation, for 

your Districts and Fellowships to discuss and 

to respond by providing us with feedbacks. 
 

(1) ‘LIFE MEMBER AWARD’ to be awarded to 

anyone who has an outstanding contribution to the 

NZMWF and whose service and loyal commitment in 

NZ Methodist Women Fellowship  

Call and Chosen to Proclaim Life & Hope  

 

https://wfmucw.org/about/the-tree-of-life


serving the MWF provided a measurable benefit to the 

MWF work, mission, and ministry over an extended 

period of 30 years’ time.   

Nominees to have a minimum of 30 years of MWF 

membership and services, and to be a member of good 

standing. 

 

2) ‘GENERAL LONG SERVICE AWARD’ be awarded to 

anyone who has served on either a District or 

National executive and has reached 40 years of 

continual active membership within the NZMWF 

(including previous service in other countries or 

nationally affiliated women’s groups within NZ, such 

as PWANZ, its predecessor APW and AAW, to cater 

for United Churches, or PWW). 

Local groups will need to make diligent inquiries 

among their own members as to their long service 

and pass these on to District to forward to national.  

MWF to make recommendation if they know of 

many loyal women who deserves to be recognised 

in this way. 

3) ‘SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD’ that may be awarded to 

someone who has been an active member for over 

20 years and given outstanding service in a 

particular way  

There is “No limiting to the special ways anyone can 

serve.” eg. A long serving Treasurer, Secretary, or an 

Executive Committee Member - whether it be from a 

Local, National, South Pacific Area, or World Federation 

- for their work with NZMWF – a Unit of the SPA and the 

WFMUCW eg. Services and serving on finances, 

national committees, commitment to the MWF work 

and/or women’s work in South Pacific Region or 

WFMUCW including creative writing, raised money for 

worthy causes through baking, knitting and all manner 

of creative ways, including members who have served 

the church in other ways such as Sunday School 

teachers or Girls Brigade officers etc. 

This award could also include any active member who 

has reached a great age (no less than 80 years of age) 

and has been an active member for 60 years. 

4) “LEADING THE LIGHT SPECIAL AWARD’ 

To be awarded to a young woman showing leadership 

qualities. This will be intended for nominees from 

Districts nominating a young woman leader from your 

District & MWF community who NZMWF can honour 

and encourage for her Leadership qualities. 

 

Nominees not to be older than 35 years old, and to have 

a minimum of 7 years of MWF membership and 

services, and to be a member of good standing. 

VIEWS & ARGUMENTS:  

If awards are too general some people will be 

inadvertently overlooked and may feel deeply hurt.  

NOTE:  NATIONAL AWARDS need to be VERY 

SPECIAL and THEREFORE LIMITED (like top awards at 

schools).  

Conditions to be similar to those applied to the ‘national 

tributes’ presented at Convention, are required. 

 

Districts recommend any such person to National 

Executive but in order to keep these awards 

“Special” no more than 2 special awards can be 

awarded in any year. If more than 2 worthy nominations 

are received the Executive decides who get the awards 

and the District may re-apply next year. The Executive 

may also invite a District to re-apply. 

The suggested awards may only be WON ONCE by a 

MWF member. 

 

Finally, if there are announcements, prayer 

requests or words of inspiration you would like to 

share, please feel free to contact us so that we can 

circulate and uplift each other as sisters in Christ.  

 

Let us be carriers of love, peace, justice and 

encouragement knowing that we are call to 

proclaim Life and Hope to others with what’s in our 

hands. In addition, Let us continue to know Christ 

and to make him known by proclaiming life and 

hope for women and children. 

 

I would leave you with Revelation 22:2 that reminds 

us of our Tree of Life emblem which encompasses 

‘who we are as a sisterhood MWF organisation 

operating nationally, regionally, and globally: “On 

the either side of the river is the tree of life with its 

twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 

and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations.” 

 

All the best for the upcoming month and Special 

Blessings to you all. 

  

Written with love and respect 

Siniva Vaitohi 

 

    
SPECIAL PROJECTS 2020 - 2021 


