
 
Dear MWF Sisters 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. I pray that this message finds you in good health and so as 

your love ones.  

 

As we continue to journey through this Covid19 time, we as faith 

carriers and hope carriers, continue to pray and uphold the work 

undertaken by the Ministry of Health with the vaccine rollout to 

support and protect the nation from this pandemic. Our faith is upon 

the Lord always, who can deliver us from all evil, for thine is His 

Kingdom and His power and glory are for ever. Amen.   

 

This month we are reminded of our call as women members of the 

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 

organisation to ‘KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN” – a 

motto that challenges all of us as Resurrection Women to “go and 

tell.”  Mathew 28: 10 “Do not be afraid; go and tell.”   

 

The gospels of Matthew 28:1-13 and Luke 8:1-3; 23:49; 24:11 tell 

stories of women during the time of Jesus on earth.  Women followed 

Jesus because of the personal healing and wholeness he brought. 

They supported his ministry with their presence and through their 

resources. Some of the women followers of Jesus travelled all the 

way from Galilee to Jerusalem. It was a mission journey. Although 

few in numbers, they stood at the foot of the cross, outside the city 

gates. There they stood at the foot of the cross, offering solidarity. 

It was the women who hurried to Jesus’ tomb with spices to anoint 

his body. The Risen Christ appeared to the women and gave a mission 

assignment to Mary Magdalene: “go and tell the disciples that Jesus 

is risen.” Mary Magdalene was a ‘sent’ person.  

 

I recently had an opportunity to take part on a ten weeks online 

Course in Ecumenical Studies led by the teaching team of the 

Ecumenical Institute at Bossey & the World Council of Churches, 

Switzerland and there were 30 of us from around the world in that 

cohort. During one of the sessions, we were put into smaller group 

for ease of sharing and for the first time in my faith journey I met 

and spoke with a member of the Orthodox and the Lutheran 

tradition. This creates an interest on me to further read and explore 

more on the movement towards worldwide Christian unity among 

churches and what is viewed as the universality of the Christian 

faith. In my quest for unity in diversity, I was thrilled to find out 

that the Eastern Orthodox tradition recognises Mary Magdalene as 

‘Isotopolos,’ or equal to the apostles. Some women scholars have 

called her apostle to the apostles.  

 

In the midst of these women’s great honour to witness the death and 

resurrected Christ, the women ran into significant obstacles. First, 

the male disciples did not believe the story of the women followers. 

(Luke 24:11). They thought it was “an idle tale.” The women also faced 

the powerful authorities of their times. The chief priests and the 

elders held a meeting, bribed the soldiers, and made them deny the 

story of resurrection. The priests pressured the soldiers into saying 

Jesus’ disciples had stolen his body. The powerful temple authorities 

and the Roman soldiers joined together in this cover-up. 

 

Finally, the women were excluded from writing the resurrection 

story. Because of the Jewish standards of purity, women were 

excluded from being scribes and writers. In spite of the gender 

constraint imposed on them, women kept on telling the story of 

resurrection.  

 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known is to be resurrection women 

called to engage in God’s mission by continuing to bring the 

Resurrection Message to the Galilees of the world – the marginalised 

places of the world – and that could be the home front, the local 

communities, and the global communities. Women engaged in God’s 

mission keep on writing the resurrection story in the lives of women 

and children. The Resurrection Women are women that Know Christ 

and are Making Him Known, and they are sent out to address peace 

or shalom-killing forces. “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

proclaim shalom in words and deeds” (Romans 10: 14 & 15) and defeat 

all the forces that seek to kill shalom for women and children!  

 

I would leave you with these two questions: (i) As women called to 

‘Know Christ and to Make Him Known’ where is God sending you to 

take the resurrection message? (ii) As women called ‘to know Christ 

and to make him known’ what are the deeds and words through which 

you proclaim shalom? 

 

May the Lord bless all MWF women to be 

bearers of Jesus’ mission in service through 

this changing time. 

 

All the best for the upcoming month and 

Special Blessings to you all. 

 

Written with love and respect 

Siniva Vaitohi 

 

NZ Methodist Women Fellowship  

TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOW 
Tamar and Violence against Women: Until every woman is free, no woman is free! 

A Prayer for THOSE WHO ARE ‘SENT TO GO AND TELL’ the living word. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for ALL people you have called and commissioned to ‘go and tell’ and to preach the gospel to all creation. 
We pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and surrounds all missionaries so that they be filled with courage  

and strong-will as they go out to the world to make Christ known. 
We pray that you bless and strengthen them as ambassadors of Jesus Christ, proclaiming your Living Words, and making disciples of all 

nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Make them light of the world as they proclaim your salvation, so that people believe that you sent them. 

We pray all these things in your Son’s name Jesus Christ our Lord our Saviour. Amen. 
 

1 Chronicles 16: 23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. 

 



Job handled his Grief with 

Worship. Chapter 1:20-21 

reads, “At this, Job got up and 

tore his robe and shaved his 

head. Then he fell to the 

ground in 

worship.”  

The Lord 

gave and the 

Lord has 

taken away; 

may the 

name of the 

Lord be praised.”  

 

Today we are challenged with 

trials and temptations that 

sometimes unbearable to 

handle. Is it a normal routine 

that we worship as our first 

reaction to the trial? In most 

cases, we often criticize God, 

questioning His goodness; with 

many unanswered questions.  

 

In Job’s case; his trials 

happened in one day. With his 

oxen, donkeys and camels 

stolen and all his children killed. 

What a catastrophe! Job’s first 

reaction, after his initial shock 

and grief, was not anger and 

questions. It was worship. It is 

understood that he had great 

dilemma with his best friends 

and even his wife with her 

persuasion to curse God so that 

he would die instead of holding 

to his Grief and righteousness. 

But instead, Job stood his 

ground of understanding that 

he served a Sovereign God and 

that God is good.  

 

Job worshipped because he had 

an awesome faith in the 

Sovereign God and whatever 

happened, they were all under 

the sovereign hand of a really 

good God.  And despite what 

has happened he knew that his 

God watched over him.    

 

What Job did was against our 

human nature and beyond our 

own mental understanding. 

During our hardships; our 

perceptions, is that God is 

cursing us and allows bad things 

to happen.  Job in his reactions 

has reminded us that whatever 

opportunities in life we 

received from God was from 

Mercy alone and not from any 

good deeds we offered. When 

trials weigh heavily upon us and 

crisis strikes, we must 

remember the unchanging 

merciful nature of God.  Job’s 

great loss revealed that God 

has a better plan for him and all 

of us.  

 

When our world is shattered, 

God wants us to remember that 

He remains the foundation that 

never moves. Building on that 

foundation, we will be able to 

say along with Job: “Naked I 

came from my mother’s womb, 

and naked I will depart”.  

 

It’s hard to maintain that 

faithful attitude because we 

have our agendas! We are filled 

with dreams, visions, goals, 

attachments and loves. The 

wise heart does not get overly 

attached to the things of God, 

but only to God.  

 

When you are enduring a trial, 

consider the value of your 

losses compared with the glory 

of God’s name and let His name 

be praised.  

 

God bless you All. 
 
Rev Lute Pole 
Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN 

THEME:   Handling Grief with Worship 



 

 

MWF ANNOUNCEMENT & NOTICES  

 

NZMWF Convention – Thursday 14th – Sunday 17th October 2021 

AT KING’S COLLEGE, AUCKLAND. 

Please register your attendance at our Women Convention.  Registration Form and information has 

been distributed and can be downloaded from the MWF page under the Methodist Church’s 

organisation website.  

 

FULL REGISTRATION – $ 250.00  

For those WHO WILL BE STAYING ONSITE at the Convention Venue – The KING’S COLLEGE 

– INCLUDES ALL MEALS and ACCOMMODATION and Convention Handbook  

There are 250 spaces available – therefore it is on a ‘First Come First Serve’ basis!! Register your 

attendance now!! Don’t miss the fun of staying onsite and enjoying the four days Convention  

 

FULL REGISTRATION – $170.00  

For those WHO WILL NOT BE STAYING AT KING’S COLLEGE – INCLUDES All Meals - Lunch 

and Dinner each day and Convention Handbook   

There are 150 spaces available – and again, it is on a ‘First Come First Serve’ basis!! Wider-Aucklanders 
– if you are planning on attending and had considered travelling into Convention everyday – the quicker 
you register your attendance the more certain you will be secured a place!  

 

2019/2020-2021 Special Projects Fundraisings  

A HUGE THANK YOU to all Districts and Fellowships for the funds being raised and collected. We look 

forward to present that collective effort and contributions from both NZMWF and PWANZ towards the two 

chosen Special Projects 2020-2021: (i) The St John’s Ambulances (the Local Project); (ii) the Palestinian 

Women and Children (the Overseas Project in consultation with the CWS).  Glory and honour to God 

always. 

 

2019/2020-2021 Membership fees 

National Treasurer – Amelia Hoglund wishes to thank all NZMWF members for sending in their membership 

fees for the year 2020-2021. Our books are now closed for the last financial year, and is now opened for 

the current financial year.  Well done to all Districts and local Fellowships for the memberships as it reflects 

on “who we are as an organisation” and whether we are growing in numbers or not. Those membership 

subscriptions also give members the right to fully participate in the MWF organisation.   

 

PROPOSAL FOR AN ANNUAL NZ MWF AWARD 

The Executive Committee had discussed the following proposals initiated from the Wellington 

District, Kapiti Uniting Parish, and the National Executives - for the MWF to consider some NZMWF 

Awards in recognition of Women’s Services towards the MWF Organisation and for this to be an 

Annual Awards event of the NZ MWF.  It is noted also that these recognitions are done worldwide 

by many groups and organisations.  



 

Districts and Fellowships are asked to discuss, respond and provide feedback to the National 

Committee on the NZMWF AWARD proposal received from Fellowship members. The intention is 

to table this propose Annual National NZ MWF Awards as a recommendation at Convention for 

further discussions and finalisation. 

 
The Four Categories are: 

 

(1) ‘LIFE MEMBER AWARD’ to be awarded to anyone who has an outstanding contribution to 

the NZMWF and whose service and loyal commitment in serving the MWF provided a measurable 

benefit to the MWF work, mission, and ministry over an extended period of 30 years’ time.   

Nominees to have a minimum of 30 years of MWF membership and services, and to be a member of 

good standing. 

 

2)  ‘GENERAL LONG SERVICE AWARD’ be awarded to anyone who has served on either a 

District or National executive and has reached 40 years of continual active membership within 

the NZMWF (including previous service in other countries or nationally affiliated women’s groups 

within NZ, such as PWANZ, its predecessor APW and AAW, to cater for United Churches, or 

PWW). 

Local groups will need to make diligent inquiries among their own members as to their long service 

and pass these on to District to forward to national.  

MWF to make recommendation if they know of many loyal women who deserves to be recognised in 

this way. 

 

3) ‘SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD’ that may be awarded to someone who has been an active 

member for over 20 years and given outstanding service in a particular way  

There is “No limiting to the special ways anyone can serve.” eg. A long serving Treasurer, Secretary, 

or an Executive Committee Member - whether it be from a Local, National, South Pacific Area, or 

World Federation - for their work with NZMWF – a Unit of the SPA and the WFMUCW eg. Services 

and serving on finances, national committees, commitment to the MWF work and/or women’s work in 

South Pacific Region or WFMUCW including creative writing, raised money for worthy causes 

through baking, knitting and all manner of creative ways, including members who have served the 

church in other ways such as Sunday School teachers or Girls Brigade officers etc. 

This award could also include any active member who has reached a great age (no less than 80 years 

of age) and has been an active member for 60 years. 

 

4) “LEADING THE LIGHT SPECIAL AWARD’ 

To be awarded to a young woman showing leadership qualities. This will be intended for nominees 

from Districts nominating a young woman leader from your District & MWF community who 

NZMWF can honour and encourage for her Leadership qualities. 

 

Nominees not to be older than 35 years old, and to have a minimum of 7 years of MWF membership 

and services, and to be a member of good standing. 

 



VIEWS & ARGUMENTS:  

If awards are too general some people will be inadvertently overlooked and may feel deeply hurt.  

NOTE:  NATIONAL AWARDS need to be VERY SPECIAL and THEREFORE LIMITED (like top 

awards at schools).  

Conditions to be similar to those applied to the ‘national tributes’ presented at Convention, are 

required. 

Districts recommend any such person to National Executive but in order to keep these awards 

“Special” no more than 2 special awards can be awarded in any year. If more than 2 worthy 

nominations are received the Executive decides who get the awards and the District may re-apply 

next year. The Executive may also invite a District to re-apply. 

The suggested awards may only be WON ONCE by a MWF member. 

 

TREE OF LIFE 

 

The Tree of Life quarterly newsletter publication from the WFMUCW Editor, Ligia 

Istrate is available for download in a portable pdf document format. 

https://wfmucw.org/about/the-tree-of-life 

 

THURSDAY IN BLACK 

 

Thursday in Black Challenge. Our message against violence remains current. 

Please join the women’s movement and sharing with us via social media your 

women group support for the Thursday in Black campaign by wearing black on 

Thursdays and please share with us your positive acts of love towards supporting 

“a world without violence.” 

 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE NETWORKING & STAYING CONNECT  

ONLINE EVENTS AND GATHERINGS   

 

(i) National Services for MWF: (done) 
NZMWF Prayer Week 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHOPqCGm2es  (Led by the Tongan Sisters) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnHzii4sfMM (Lead by the Fijian sisters) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3VOeTRgGqQ (Led by the Samoan Sisters) 

 

(ii) Sunday 28th March at 3 pm (done) 

First NZMWF National Service & the NZMWF World Day of Prayer  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBwicTrodCc 

 

https://wfmucw.org/about/the-tree-of-life
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHOPqCGm2es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnHzii4sfMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3VOeTRgGqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBwicTrodCc


(iii) Sunday 13th June at 3 pm (done) 
Also attached is the following links to some of our NZMWF National services.  
Second NZMWF National Service https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJtLYFHWsDA 

 

(iv) Sunday 12th September at 3 pm  (More information will follow). 

 

(v) e-Newsletter; News Article, e-News (done) 
Ongoing e-News has been used by the National Executive for medium of communication to 
NZMWF members since Covid19 era. This includes the Executive e-Newsletter, Touchstone, 
and the Connexional Office’s e-Messenger. 

 

Young Leaders Initiative 

Young Leaders will be leading a Prayer Breakfast at Convention 2021 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

If there are announcements, prayer requests or words of inspiration you would like to share, please 

feel free to contact us so that we can circulate and uplift each other as sisters in Christ. 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJtLYFHWsDA

