Presidential Address : October 3rd 2,30 pm 
We Stand United as the Light of Christ Isaiah 9:1- 7 Acts 1:8 Mathew 5: 14 – 16
Greetings
Tena koutou Katoa te whanau o Ihu Karaiti. Greetings to you all in the name of the One we serve and offer our allegiance to, Jesus Christ. I greet you; The Methodist Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, Te Hahi Weteriana o Aotearoa, distinguished guests from far and near, our sister churches, friends and family. Tena Koutou, Tena koutou, Tena tatou Katoa. 

Ko Wai Au? Who am I 
Ko Hamoa te whakapaparanga mai engari  Ko Turanga nui a Kiwa te whenua tupu. I am of Samoan Heritage; Both my parents hail from the paradise of the Pacific - aka Savaii, Samoa. My Methodist mother comes from Matavai & Lefagaoali’I and my EFKS Congregational Church, turned Methodist Father from the villages of Faga and Fogapoa.  I was born and raised in Gisborne, on the East Coast of New Zealand, the first City to see the Sun, and we the church in Gisborne boasted saying the first City to see the SON.
         
Creator God still our hearts this day, may we know your presence and your truth, may  your Spirit continue to move as we gather, in your name.    
                                                                                                                               
Fellow Methodists and friends, what enlightenment can I give you this afternoon on the first day of our Methodist Conference 2026? What enlightenment does the Lord bring to us here today, in this troublesome world, full of unrest, uncertainty and constant change?
Is our world today, a picture of Isaiahs description of both kingdoms as it was then, an aching world in devastation, consulting mediums and spiritualists, distressed and hungry and in darkness. Physically, economically, psychologically and spiritually they needed Isaiah’s God.
Today, war is a reality in many places. We are going through economic & political uncertainty, locally and globally. Powerful nations are yielding their power and strength to the detriment of smaller nations. “God’s gift of a life sustaining earth is abused & ravaged, his life giving oceans thoughtlessly polluted, the vulnerable and poor ignored.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Erice Fairbrother: FFTW 2025 p277          
] 

Children are suffering everywhere. Natural disasters, human engineered tragedies and devastation, genocide and poverty.  Persecuted Christians are a growing reality, where fellow brothers and sisters are being tortured due to their faith in our God. Drugs, Climate change, migration, refugees and the list is endless.   
Perhaps, not so different situations in Isaiah’s day, caused the same effect that our world is experiencing today. A world of devastation, people searching for spiritual renewal in wrong places. A world of gloom and distress.  Science, technology, AI used to gain power, authority, wealth and foster greed. 
However, the people in Isaiah are to see a great light that would wipe away their burdens & cause the people to prosper. 
I can envision how a great light would be a miracle, a God send for those suffering now in Sudan in Nepal, Palestine, or here in Aotearoa New Zealand, something that they desperately hope for… but can’t see happening.  However, this was prophesied in Isaiah’s word. 
The prophecy continues to reveal what the light might be and more importantly what the light will do …. there will be a release from oppression, no more war. These words were uttered Over 2500 years ago. That prophesy ends with the words ….                                                                                             
To us a child is born ……… he will be called wonderful counsellor, mighty God prince of peace …… He will reign on David’s throne    and over his kingdom, establishing  and upholding it with justice and righteousness.
The Light of Christ.
Today, as a transformed church, we recognize that we, too, once lived in darkness before coming to faith in Jesus Christ. Now that Christ has changed the way we live, we understand personally how God’s light and presence have affected our lives. As a church, we are called to work together to share the gospel with those around us.
As church in Aotearoa New Zealand, we work & live in partnership with “Tangata Whenua”. The Declaration of Independence, “He Whakaputanga” affirmed the confederation of tribes of NZ to establish an emergent bicultural nation. The Treaty of Waitangi is the power sharing covenant which guides our mission  
Our Presidential theme for the next two years, includes the words Arise, Maranga Tula’I, Tu’u Hake & Tucake. 
Jesus Christ came as the light and spoke to his disciples and said to all those gathered (like us gathered here today) You are the light of the World, He  spoke about shining from up high on a hill so that the light can be seen by all. All can see a light in the sky.  It is not to be hidden, unless there is a storm. Everyone in the house will benefit from the light. It lights the way forward and it is for all. It also allows obstacles to be seen. No one is excluded from experiencing the light, being guided & transformed by the light and then sharing the good news. We are also reminded of Jesus words to his disciples, before leaving this earth “ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
The being in community is a significant point. As a church, we need to stand together. We must stand together first within our families, parishes, synods, and the Methodist Church, and then alongside other denominations, networks, organisations, and groups that advocate for people on the margins, amplify unheard voices, and uphold righteousness truth and justice. We stand united as the Body of Christ. United we stand – and divided we Fall.     
So I ask: What is the Church doing here in Aotearoa? In a multi-faith society, what are we doing? Firstly, what are we doing in our homes? What are we doing in our communities? What are we doing in our nation? And what are we doing in our world? What are we doing?
In many situations throughout history, the Church has stood its ground and represented goodwill care, love, aroha for one another. The church has advocated for justice truth righteousness and peace. It has been pleasing to hear the Methodist missions being named as we cope with homelessness and reforming bills in our country. It has been pleasing to see the country coming together over Te Tiriti principles Bill discussions and the overwhelming responses/peaceful protests in response to inadequate reform legislation coming from Government. 
Being in this situation is not foreign to the church. The church in its early days was a hidden church. The birth of the church was behind closed doors. The Light has survived and has not been extinguished. It has shone through obstacles, the impossible, and sometimes by not being noticed, it has grown quietly but surely with people who cared with Agape love , like Christ. 
Our Methodist Legacy
We as the light of the world need to stand for righteousness, truth justice and peace. Methodist were renown for social holiness, standing up and supporting the vulnerable, whether it was orphans, the sick or equal rights for women.  
That legacy is to be continued. We arise & stand united because we have a powerful graceful divine God to whom we belong and to whom we cling to and identify with. 
 My fellow Methodists, let us , Maranga, Tula’i, Tu’u Hake, Tucake, Arise, these words mark the beginning of the inclusivity that we are to practice daily in our lives in, in our families , our church , communities and in our nation. 
If there is a time to arise I believe it is now, today. When we arise we stand in solidarity, we as different nations, different peoples different age groups genders with the one purpose and that purpose as the Body of Christ, is to share the gospel to all people . To advocate for the voiceless, whether it be for gender violence, pay inequity ……low wages …….
What mission is happening in your parishes, in all the churches? What mission is the Holy spirit placing upon your hearts, our hearts? That is our calling. When we arise, we tula’i, maranga with other like-minded people and organisations to glorify His name and to be countercultural in the name of Jesus. 
We use the God given gifts of knoweldege, love, discernment strength that you have been blessed with, we stand with our rangatahi, our older wise and experienced, our  toddlers who need to know love and care, to bring about the social holiness that our founder John Wesley lived.  
We stand United as the Light of Christ Maranga, Tula’I, Tu’u hake, Tucake, Arise    The Time is right!
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