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Professional Development Grant 

Application Form 2026
Please note:

The Criteria and Guidelines for an application should be read before completing this form. See pages 6- 8.

This form may be completed on a computer or by hand using a black pen.
Please make sure you have completed all parts of the form.

When the form is completed, please print; sign the form and then email or post to the committee 

with all references and relevant supporting documents. See details on page 5.
	PERSONAL DETAILS

	First / Given Names
	

	Family Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	Parish & Parish Number
	

	Synod/ Rohe
	

	Date of Ordination/ 

Reception into Full Connexion

          (If applicable)
	


	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	1. Name of Course / Paper / Activity / Conference / Event / Retreat: 
(For academic study please list each paper/seminar separately, and the breakdown of fees)

	

	2. Basic outline of what the activity is:

	

	3. The institution, facilitator, provider that offers this professional development opportunity:

 (If applicable, please attach a course outline or a prospectus, etc from the provider)

	

	4. Total duration of professional development opportunity:

	Total length of the whole course / activity 



	Is this a (tick one)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diploma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undergraduate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Postgraduate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	Part- or full-time study (tick)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Full time study    
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Part time study

	Have you already completed part of this study? 
e.g.one paper 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Do you expect to apply to the PDG in the future to receive more funding to complete this qualification?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	If yes, please give specific details of the support required e.g., two further papers, two further semesters, two years…and the approximate cost.
	

	5. If you have undertaken professional development in the last 5 years how was it funded?

6. Are there any special circumstances that the Committee should pay attention to in     considering your application? (Please select one)
       
   FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes               FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   
    If yes, please give details
7.  How do you see this professional development opportunity benefiting yourself and the Methodist Church of New Zealand (including Te Taha Māori or Parish and Synod?)
Yourself

The Methodist Church of New Zealand – Te Taha Māori or Parish and Synod

8. Is your Enabling Ministry Team or Parish and Synod supportive of your application?  
  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
    No
State which:



	                          REFERENCES AND PERSONAL CHECKLIST

	Three references (including a letter of support from your parish) must be given. References should consider the guidelines for applications and benefit to the Boards, Synods and Parishes. They should also indicate any financial support provided, if appropriate (e.g., Synod, Parish etc) 

· One reference must be from the Synod Superintendent (in consultation with the Parish Superintendent, if appropriate) or the Tumuaki as appropriate
. 

· The other reference should be from someone who can indicate relevance of the study or activity to the applicant and the Methodist Church. References must be attached to the application. 

· A letter of support from the Parish Council / Parish Stewards or the Enabling Ministry Team should also be attached

	9.1
	Synod Superintendent or the Tumuaki
	Name:

	      Reference attached:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	
	

	9.2 
	Other Referee 
	Name:

	      Reference attached:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	
	

	9.3
	Parish Council / Parish Stewards or the Enabling Ministry Team letter of support 
	Name:

	      Letter attached:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No


	9.4
	All other required attachments: (Course outline, travel details, bank account details, etc). 

Please list and indicate if they are attached:

	Course outline
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	Travel details
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	Bank account details
	

	Transcript of academic record if applying for ongoing or post graduate study


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	If applying for Trinity College courses please include a copy of the Trinity College progression sheet
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No


 Financial Information

(All costs to be in New Zealand Dollars)

Have you made application to any other funding sources, if so what, where and how much? 
Include any funding you are contributing yourself. (Please then enter totals in the table below) 

	


	
	Item (e.g., Conference, travel from Sydney to Melbourne, etc) 
	Amount ($NZ)

	Costs of Study / Conference / Activity.
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	Is accommodation required?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes                             FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
	$  

	Estimated overseas travel costs. (Travel grants are only available for study / activity outside New Zealand)
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	Subtotal of total costs
	$  

	Less contributions from other sources:

(Te Taha Māori / Parish / Board / Synod / Other/ Self)
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	
	
	$  

	Total applied for from Professional Development Grants Committee


	$


   Checklist

Please use this checklist to ensure that the form has been fully completed. 

Note: Incomplete applications will not be considered.

I have supplied:

· personal details 

· answers to all questions 

· Information regarding the course or programme

· two references, and a supporting letter from the Parish Stewards or the Enabling Ministry Team
· all financial information including any other contributions 

· bank account details 

· any other supporting documentation

 SHAPE 



No retrospective grants will be given

The decision of the committee is final

I have read and agree with the criteria and guidelines. 

Signed:
Date:

Please sign the form and attach all references and relevant supporting evidence (including bank account details) and email or post to the secretary.
Please note that courses/ activities must commence after the date applications are due. 
SEND ALL APPLICATIONS AND SUPPORTING MATERIAL BY EMAIL TO THE SECRETARY: 

Sonia Faulkner

sonia.faulkner257@gmail.com 

257 St Johns Road

St Johns

AUCKLAND 1072

(To arrive no later than the deadlines for applications, being 15th February, 15th May, 15th August, 15th November 2026)



            Professional Development Grants
                              Committee
     Poipoia te kākono, kia puawai, “Nurture the seed and it will blossom”
Criteria and Guidelines 2026
Introduction:

Professional Development grants are funded by Te Hāhi Weteriana o Aotearoa, the Methodist Church of New Zealand. The fund is administered by the Professional Development Grants Committee (PDG).

PDG is a Connexional committee with membership from both Te Taha Māori and Tauiwi. 50% of its funds are allocated to Te Taha Māori and 50% to Tauiwi applicants in any one year.
Professional development is the acquisition of skills and experience that will enhance ministry. It encompasses academic learning, the development of tikanga/mātauranga Māori, spiritual formation, and the development of practical ministry skills. 

Priority in 2026 - 2027 will be given to training opportunities which will:

· enhance theological development aligned with our Methodist ethos and bicultural journey

· reflect our diverse church/community context of Aotearoa
· offer opportunities to first-time applicants and young people
· resource as many people as possible from a limited pool of funding
Who may apply:
· any member of the Methodist Church of New Zealand including those in Co-operating Ventures with a Methodist component
· Presbyters and Deacons (after two years of being received into Full Connexion), Kaikarakia in training, Kaikarakia, Minita ā iwi, Minita i tōhia, lay worship leaders and lay people who are New Zealand Citizens or permanent NZ Residents
· groups planning hui and training events being held within the Connexion
· those selected officially to represent Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa New Zealand (other than the President, Vice President, and General Secretary) 
What is the process: When a member expresses interest in study as a part of ongoing professional development:

Te Taha Māori: 
A Te Taha Māori process shall be facilitated by the Enabling Ministry Team.
Tauiwi:
1. Conversation with Parish Stewards and Parish Council (any study and associated international travel that requires a supply to fulfil ministry responsibilities needs to be agreed and minuted at a Parish Council meeting)
2. If approved, the applicant completes the application form and arranges the necessary three references
3. The completed form is sent to the PDG secretary and is considered at a PDG committee meeting

4. The committee meets to consider applications four times a year

Please note - applications for training courses should be received three months in advance of the commencement of training.
Notes:
1. Application forms are available on the MCNZ website under Mahi (Grants and Funding).
2. Applications will only be accepted when presented on the current form, with supporting references and all relevant supporting documentation. The form should be completed as fully as possible.

3. All applicants who are applying for a grant for a postgraduate certificate, diploma or degree must supply their academic record and a written statement of support from the Principal, Trinity College.

4. Applicants intending to apply for doctoral studies should submit an application of intent six months prior to commencement of that study.
5. Total funding for any course or event is not guaranteed. The committee encourages applicants to also look for other sources of funding (including from partner Churches in Co-operating Ventures). 
6. Applications are considered in the light of previous grants made, years of service and the value of the training to the wider Methodist Church. 
7. A maximum of ten individual applications for any one course/event will be considered at any one time.

8. Applicants considering a course of ongoing study requiring continued funding need to clearly state this on the application. In all other cases there needs to be a three-year break between applications.

9. If the applicant does not engage in the study or activity for which a grant has been made, for whatever reason, the grant must be returned.
10. The decision of the Committee is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.
What is not funded:
· retrospective grants (applications received after the programme or event has been completed)

· private study which does not directly benefit the MCNZ
· course-related costs, including but not limited to student fees, laptops, equipment, textbooks, and consumables

· travel within New Zealand

· attendance at MCNZ bi-annual Conferences and NZMWF Council or Convention

For the attention of referees and synod superintendents 

· How well do you know the applicant?

· Does the applicant meet all the criteria?

· Is the course of training the best option for the applicant? Have they explored the options?

· Are all necessary supply arrangements for ministry in place?

· Has the Parish Council given approval?

· Is the Synod and/or Parish able to provide some funding?

The Committee encourages applicants to send applications and supporting material by email to the Secretary but understands that this is not possible for everyone.
Sonia Faulkner
sonia.faulkner257@gmail.com 

257 St Johns Road

St Johns

AUCKLAND 1072

(To arrive no later than the deadlines for applications, being 15th February, 15th May, 15th August, 15th November 2026)

When the form is completed, please sign the form, and then email or post to the committee 

with all references and relevant supporting documents. 

Methodist Church of New Zealand 


Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa











Methodist Church of New Zealand 


Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa





Development Grants Committee 


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:maryw@west.net.nz"��sonia.faulkner257@gmail.com�








�	 If the applicant is a Connexional appointee or Synod Superintendent, a reference should be obtained from the General Secretary and the relevant Board/Committee.
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