Come, the kingdom of you.
“Your kingdom come” might be the shortest line of the Lord’s Prayer, but it comes with some weighty presuppositions. It needs to be understood in its historical context before we can unpack the meaning for us today. (

It would be useful to begin with some word studies. These are all Greek words, used in the New Testament, but sometimes misused in debates about God’s kingdom and the “end times”.
basileia – reign, rule, kingdom or dominion. The word comes from the

 Greek basileus, ‘king’, but it relates as much to the function of ruling, as it does to the person or institution that is doing it.
eschatos – last, final, end.  It is used in the Gospel of John and the

 letter to the Hebrews to refer to Last Days, but not in the earlier Gospels or Paul.  Jesus is reported in Matthew as using synteleia, not eschatos.  (Mt. 24.3, 28.20) Teleios has to do with perfecting, completing, accomplishing.
apocalypsis – revelation, disclosure.  In the Gospels and Paul’s letters,

 apocalypsis mostly refers to present disclosure of what had not been understood before.(Mat.11.25; 16.17; Rom 1.7; 1 Cor 2.10)  It is used for the future revelation of Christ’s glory in  2 Thes 2.3-8, 1 Peter 1.5-20. (

Christos – anointed. The word is used to translate the Hebrew Mashiah.
 Anointing was the ancient method of proclaiming kings and other agents of God. The title disappeared with the exile. During the 2nd century BCE it re-emerged associated with the coming of a future “David”, a righteous king who would restore Israel.
parousia – the coming, appearance, arrival (perhaps ceremonial). 

This word became linked in New Testament writings with ‘the end of the age’ and the prophecies of Messiah or Son of Man.
These words are important because they all formed part of the thinking of the first century Jewish community.

Another aspect to consider is the very popular apocalyptic writings of the period, and more specifically for our study, the book of Daniel – the last to be written of the OT and in its final form, dated from 2nd century BCE. The vision in Daniel 7 of the four beasts refers to the passing kingdoms of Babylonians, Medes, Persians, and finally the horror of the Greek invasions. These bestial ‘ages’ will be finally brought to an end by the coming of the Son of Man – the righteous representative of God who would bring God’s rule back to God’s people. The ‘end of the age’ would see the end of the rule of the ‘beasts’ and the beginning of the rule of God. For the people suffering under the persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes (168-164 BCE) this was a beacon of hope. 
The popular thinking of the people connected the coming of the Kingdom of God with the advent of a Messiah – an anointed one – who would be the agent to bring it about. But then the Romans arrived. What had happened to the prophecies of Daniel? Will the end of the age come soon, or has it already happened? Was the Kingdom of the Son of Man actually Roman rule (as some claimed) or would the coming Son of Man finally conquer Rome?  Certainly the popular hope for a messiah was for a warrior king, a new David, who would liberate the people from the Romans and establish the righteous kingdom.

It was in this seething cauldron of hope, oppression, economic exploitation and religious fervor that Jesus taught his disciples to pray, ‘Come, your kingdom’.
How did the early Church understand the term ‘Kingdom of God’ (or for Matthew, ‘Kingdom of Heaven’)? Was it to come with an avenging God who would arrive with fire and sword or a God of Shalom who would bring peace and plenty to the people? Would they face a God of righteous indignation and justice or a God of love and reconciliation? Both can be found in the prophets.
Compare the God of John the Baptist in Matt 3:7-12 and the God of the Good News in Matt 4:16-17, 23-25. It would seem from Matthew’s account that Jesus moved away from John’s teaching about sin and retribution towards a new vision of God’s Shalom, grounded in Micah 4:3-4 and Isa 2:4, 25:6,8. The difference is, of course, that Jesus announces that the Kingdom is not some time in the future, but already amongst us! 
Jesus watched, Jesus learned, and Jesus changed. He radically reinterpreted. Eschaton—what was it to be? Apocalypse—when was it to be? And messiah—who was it to be? He changed his understanding not only about the kingdom of God, but about the God of the kingdom. When he finally spoke his own vision with his own voice, Jesus differed profoundly from John in proclaiming a paradigm shift within his contemporary Jewish eschatology. (Crossan p.88)
Crossan describes this shift with three sets of alternatives:
Is the Kingdom of God imminent or present?


Luke 17:20-21; Luke 10:23b-24; Mark 2:19-20; Mark 1:14b-15
Is the Kingdom of God based on intervention or collaboration?

Matthew 4:18-19; 10:5-9; Mark 2:15-16; Luke 9:49-50; 19:5-6 
Will the Kingdom come through violence or non-violence?


Matthew 5:44-45, 48; Luke 6:28; John 18:36
Jesus did not buy into the Realpolitik of the Roman Empire, a government based on violence and militarism. Violence must not be used even to rescue him from unjust arrest. God’s kingdom is not like the rule of Rome. (

Although much of the discussion of the Kingdom of God in Matthew would leave us with the sense that Jesus preferred to speak of the Kingdom as ‘happening right now’, (
 there was a strong feeling in the early church that there would be an eschaton, an ending of the age, in the near future. Paul expected it within his own lifetime; the book of Revelation speaks about ‘what must soon take place’. Jesus, in Revelation, repeatedly says ‘I am coming soon’. But by the time of the writing of 2 Peter, this ‘any minute now’ expectation has changed to ‘who knows when?’ (2 Peter3:8-11) and the vision of the coming of Shalom has shifted to an explosive end of the world. (

So has the Kingdom of God been ushered in with the first coming of the Son of Man, or do we need to wait for an apocalyptic ending of this present age and the Second Coming of the Son of Man? What will bring about the Kingdom – a cosmic intervention by God or our love, non-violence, and collaboration with God?
[The challenge from the Lord’s Prayer] about God’s kingdom coming is not about the imminence of divine intervention, but about the empowerment of human collaboration. Here is what counts: God’s kingdom did not, could not, and will not begin, continue or conclude without human collaboration. 
…….

All of that was precisely summed up by two African bishops who lived at either end of the continent about a millennium and a half apart. “God made you without you,” said Augustine of Hippo in 416, “but he doesn’t justify you without you.” That was magnificently misquoted by Desmond Tutu of Cape Town in 1999: “St. Augustine says, ‘God, without us, will not; as we, without God, cannot.” (Crossan p.93-4)

If John Crossan is right, and Jesus was more interested in the present establishment of God’s shalom on earth now than in judgment, vengeance and retribution at some later time, then our prayer,  ‘Your Kingdom come’,  must point two ways. We must wait with anticipation for God but we must also act ourselves. 
(� What is a ‘Kingdom’ in our modern understanding? Why do think some Bible translators use the term ‘Commonwealth’ instead? Has our understanding of ‘national identity’ superseded any idea of ‘kingdom’?





(� If 2 Thessalonians was written after Paul’s death, what do you notice in the change of emphasis?


(� Neither Paul nor the early Gospels uses the term Messiah. It is found only in the Gospel of John. Matthew uses the title ‘Son of Man’. Why do you think this is so?





(� Matt 24:3, 27, 37-39 have to do with the coming of the Son of Man and the end of the Age. Crossan debates whether these are Jesus’ words or those of the early church.


(� Read 1 Thes.4:15. Paul believed that the end of the age was to be soon and wrote to encourage the church. Compare this with 2 Thes. 2:7-9, which has a very different mood of vengeance. Later writings are different again. 2 Pet 1:16 speaks of the Son’s coming in glory; James 5:7-8 of patience, endurance and suffering;  1 John 2:18, 28;  4:3 of the arrival of the Anti-Christ and the last hour.





