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Housing Policy
Housing Issues:
· New Zealand is facing unprecedented housing needs. It is estimated that Auckland alone faces a housing shortage of 13,000 homes. Auckland has the most concentrated migrant population with approximately 21,000 new people arriving per year. 
· In Christchurch 6000 homes were destroyed in the earthquakes, and a further 940 condemned properties in Kaiapoi and Waimakariri (see www.cera.govt.nz/news).
· Leaky homes are the result of a deregulated housing market and the current estimate of 110,000 affected houses could cost $11billion to fix. 
· Rural houses are identified as being in poor and substandard condition.
· The cost of New Zealand houses is making home ownership more and more prohibitive. 
Housing Policy Platforms
The role of the Housing Corporation is to facilitate housing solutions for those most in need ‘for the duration of that need’.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]National – The current government is not building new houses. National has identified the $14 billion worth state housing as an asset to be managed by the Department of Building and Housing. They have proposed renovating houses in need of repair and selling state houses on valuable land to fund renovations and investment in further social housing.   The government have proposed transferring social housing responsibilities to community housing groups. This is part of public-private partnership policies. This has the potential to enable community groups who are committed to the best provision of social housing to partner with government and lead social housing innovation. It also has the potential for development companies to be part of the action and get into the state housing market for commercial advantage. Funds for social housing were just announced last week.  
20,000 jobs have been lost from the housing building sector, and there has not been a strategy to retain these through action on social housing.  For Christchurch housing National sees the $5.5billion earthquake recovery fund as providing certainty for market-led provisions for housing.  
United Future – Has similar policies to National.
Labour – Housing policy not yet announced. Their commitment is to ‘to a decent home for all at a price within their means, supporting successful, safe and sustainable communities’. As a response to housing in Christchurch Labour will buy enough land for an initial 1,500 affordable properties to be made available for on-selling, at cost, to red zone homeowners.
Greens – Will build 3000 per year to meet shortfalls in houses. They will give priority to people living in substandard and overcrowded houses and to people who are caring for children and elderly, and who have health and disability needs. 
Māori Party – Will put a limit on rental for state houses. State responsibility for housing will be shared with local government and civil society partners including iwi to develop sustainable housing initiatives and include co-operative housing.   
Christchurch Methodist Mission views on housing: http://www.mmsi.org.nz/images/stories/pdfs/housing4.pdf
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