PQ election Brief No 2.
Welfare and Children

Theme: Shared Responsibility for a Fair Society
Principles of inclusion, participation and contribution
Child wellbeing has become a big focus for welfare. 
The Green paper highlights the rates of child abuse. There is  evidence that this is linked to poverty. 
It is a somewhat false distinction to separate family wellbeing from child wellbeing. The emphasis on children must be connected to families and whanau. 
Voting on shared responsibility for children means looking at the wider issues that affect families?. Can families afford good food? Can they access health care? Do families live in warm homes with enough rooms? Are there enough preschools in their community? The answers to these questions effect c whether  children’s can t participate in preschool and succeed at school. 
The answers are not simple to find in policies for children alone – they relate to income levels, the commitments to social housing, employment policies. 
Policy Possibilities
Many of the issues of poverty and child deprivation can be addressed through redistribution of resources, that is through reducing inequality.  
A government has to decide whether to make policies for universal wellbeing, or whether to target the most vulnerable. Targeting is more expensive to deliver. Universal provision ensures wellbeing for all children. This how National Super  is delivered, and reduces the most severe levels of poverty for older people. 
Redistribution of wealth to reduce inequality would have the effect of removing or minimizing vulnerability. 
Proposals for a Universal Social Wage have been re-ignited with Gareth Morgan’s recent re-run of this idea. 
Fairness questions for the election include: 
Will policies provide sufficient income to enable inclusion and participation in society?
What provisions will be made for early childhood education?
Are there health and housing policies for low income families?
Will quality education be available to all children to enable them to succeed and achieve life skills that will lead to healthy, productive lives and contribute to the wellbeing of society? 
Is there provision for facilities such as libraries and parks and swimming pools in all communities? 

Reports on children tell us: 
In New Zealand there were 1.07 million children and young people under 18 in 2010. 22% were living in poverty, and of these one third are Maori and one sixth are Pakeha
New Zealand ranks 28 out of 30 countries in outcomes for children. A measure of hardship tells us that new Zealand ranked ‘low’ on child deprivation rates, at 18th out of 27 countries. 19% of children live in hardship  and of these 40% of Pacific children experience hardship and 32% Maori children. Overall 53% of families on benefits live in hardship. The downstream costs of poor investment in children are poor health, low educational achievement ,  higher unemployment, more criminal behaviour . This is estimated to be about $4 billion per year. 
Higher rates of poverty of Maori children reflects the higher proportion living in beneficiary and sole parent households. 42% of current beneficiaries are Maori. Just over half of the 200,000 New Zealanders below the poverty line are Maori and Pasifika.  
Children in wealthier families are far less likely to end up in hospital because of injuries from assualt, neglect or maltreatment than poor children.   Poverty stresses families and puts our children at risk.
 
NZCCSS Vulnerability Report No. 10. 
Household Incomes in New Zealand 
CPAG – Left Further Behind
1000 Days to get if Right 
Te Ara Hou
Children’s Social Health Monitor 2011 

Welfare Reform 
Consensus on need for reform of Welfare system 
National 
Welfare Policy announced:  http://www.national.org.nz/Article.aspx?ArticleID=37450
New work focused benefit – Jobseeker Support for Unemployment Benefit, sickness Benefit and sole parents whose youngest child is 14 or older. Everyone on this benefit will be expected to be available for work. There will be temporary exemptions for those unable to work because of sickness or injury.
A new benefit for sole parents called Sole Parent Support. All people on this have to be available for work when their youngest child is five. Sole parents with children under five may be required to do pre-employment activities to support work readiness. Sole parents who have a child while on a benefit will be exempt from work obligations for 12 months. 
Third benefit will be the Supported Living Payment for those who are permanently and severely disabled or terminally ill, and for those who care for the sick or infirm (at hospital level care). People on these benefits will not have to be available for work. 
Philosophically these policies are aimed stopping dependency by aiming at what people can do, rather than what they cant do, that challenges people and provides support and incentives to be in work. 

Comments. National do not have job creation policies. 
National is removing $280 million from the early childhood sector over the next 4 years.
Nine per cent of the education budget is spent on early childhood education, about 46 per cent on schools and about 35 per cent on tertiary education.

Greens: A two tier benefit system with a universal base rate at an adequate level of  living, with add-ons for specific circumstances such as dependents, disability and illness. 
A Universal Child Benefit of $16.25 per week for first child and $11.50 for subsequent children, This will have the ability to capitilize on a home deposit. 
Link benefits to a fixed percentage of the average wage, like National Super. Abolish stand down periods and address the benefit abatement for those moving into employment. 
Children: Extend Working for Families to provide $60 per week for poorest households
Reinstate support for sole parents to study. This support to help 10,000 people get a higher education and take better care of their kids.
Raise minimum wage to $15 per hr.
Create minimum performance standards for rental properties which would ensure warm, healthy, homes for children in lower income families 

Labour: Putting Children First. Parenting not Prisons
http://labour.org.nz/node/2727
[bookmark: _GoBack]Focusing on integrating policies and services for children, with the need for whole of government support through education, housing, health and welfare policies. 
Recognize link between early childhood and long term development. Importance of quality care and close parental contact. We know that growing up in poverty during first 5 years is likely to lead to leaving school without qualifications, unemployment and criminal behaviour. 
Propose a 6 year agenda for Change for Children through 3 areas :
legislative and structural change
long term commitments to improve the health and wellbeing of children; 
actions and accountabilities of relevant government agencies for monitoring of child health and wellbeing 
targets to eradicate child poverty in New Zealand, 
 		Crucial early phases in children’s development
                         In the birth – 2 year period policy will focus on 
 			enabling care and children’s early development. 

significant policy enabling work and care choices for 	parents with children between 0 – 2 years of age, 
all babies at birth would be enrolled with a Well-Child provider. 
Parenting Programmes for all New Zealand families.
In the 3 – 5 years focus on enabling every child access to good quality, free early childhood education, building up the supply of quality education services in low income areas to meet the needs of Māori and Pacifica children
Breaking the cycle of socio-economic deprivation
Around 70% of people on the DPB move off the benefit in 4 years
enable a transition to work for young parents and those with older children by providing training and education to sole parents early, backed up by quality child care and intensive case management.

Other resources: 
Kete Kupu – NZCCSS Election issue No 19. 
http://www.nzccss.org.nz/uploads/publications/KeteKupu%2019%20%286%29.pdf

Vulnerability Report – NZCCSS Identifies the long term effects of poverty on children
http://nzccss.org.nz/uploads/publications/VR10(c).pdf

http://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/research-media/social-policy-and-parliamentary-unit/general-election/ 
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