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Questioning the Candidates – election talk!
Public Questions is preparing 4 briefs during the lead up to the election. These will include values and notes on topics such as housing, health, child poverty, criminal justice, welfare and environmental stewardship. The MMP vote will be reviewed.  There will be links to more detailed policy information on the Public Questions website www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network
The Church Leaders prepared a Vision Statement for a Fair Society for the election. This begins with:
“The love of God is revealed in responsibility for others.” 
For more information on the Church Leaders Vision for a Fair Society : read more 
Core principles for all candidates
Some issues cannot be assessed by looking at specific policies –because they are about the philosophical orientation of parties. Here are some principles and values for a fair society: 
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Be Fair
Is everyone included?
Is inequality reduced?
What commitments are there to the Treaty of Waitangi? 
What policies support Pasifika communities

More information
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Be Good Stewards
Of state assets – they are ours!
What commitments are being made for the care of creation?
What provisions are there for community needs and places to play?





Social Wellbeing

How are children shown to be important?
Are there commitments to child health, education and safety?
How is family poverty addressed?
Are humane, preventative and remedial options provided for justice, and criminal justice?
Is Whānau ora included in policy? 
Remember…
· Some issues cannot be addressed by looking at specific polices – ask what is philosophical orientation of the party?
· Concerns for inequality are rarely found in any one policy – they need to run through all policies.
· Health is affected by poor housing, inadequate income, and lack of public transport.
· Education is affected by health, sick under-nourished children, miss out on school.
· Climate change affects, supply of food, disease, water, quality of life in general.


Website links to election updates and policy views: 
A party policy election update: http://www.interest.co.nz/news/election-2011-policies/
NZCCSS election analysis (from 3rd Nov): http://www.nzccss.org.nz/site/home.php
For climate impacts on health: http://www.pha.org.nz/policies/phapolicyclimatechange.pdf
Andrew Bradstock Public Theology guides: http://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/resources/otago023959.html
Methodist Mission Christchurch Views on rebuilding Christchurch: http://www.mmsi.org.nz/our-views.html
The Salvation Army: http://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/research-media/social-policy-and-parliamentary-unit/general-election/  

Housing:
“Kiwis love their homes; the dream of buying your own home is becoming remote”. 
We have a housing crisis: 
· Auckland faces a shortage of 13,000 homes.
· In Christchurch 6,000 homes were destroyed in the earthquake. 
· There are about 110,000 leaky homes
· Poor quality housing is widespread in the rural sector
· The cost of housing is going up and less affordable

No candidate can avoid the issues surrounding housing…
If we care about our communities we would want everyone to have access to housing; housing with good transport, good social services, shops, schools and medical services. Housing that is affordable to either rent or buy.
  Do we care enough to demand this of the next government?
More information

Health:
“Health is not just about operations and increasing the length of life, health is about a quality”.
There are some disturbing signs out there:
· Rheumatic Fever is related to poverty and poor housing.
· The health of our children’s teeth is in some regions appalling and another sign of poverty.
· Obesity and diabetics are on the increase in New Zealand – 3% European, 8% Māori, 10% Pasifika – again connected to poverty.

No candidate should be allowed to offer simplistic solutions, and must face up to the issues surrounding health.
If we care about our people, we would want everyone to have access to good health services and health education and a more equitable distribution of resources.
Do we care enough to demand this of the next government?
More information
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