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Questioning the Candidates – election talk!
     Shared Responsibility for a Fair Society: Welfare and Children

This is the 2nd Public Questions Election Brief. Links to more detailed policy information is on the Public Questions website www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network
For the Church Leaders Vision for a Fair Society : read more 
Welfare and Children 
· Child wellbeing is a big focus for welfare. 
· The Green paper highlights the rates of child abuse. There is evidence that this is linked to poverty. 
· It is a false distinction to separate family wellbeing from child wellbeing. The emphasis on children must be connected to families and whanau. 
· The answers to these questions effect  whether  we are good stewards by treating children fairly and supporting their wellbeing. This means being able to go to preschool and succeed at school. 
· The answers are not simple to find in policies for children alone – they relate to income levels, the commitments to social housing, employment policies and access to health care. 
Core principles for all candidates
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Voting for welfare and shared responsibility for children means looking at the wider issues that affect families.



Be Fair
Can families afford good food? Can they access health care? 
Do families live in warm homes with enough rooms? 
Are there enough preschools and kohanga reo in their community?
What policies support Pasifika communities?

More information

Be Good Stewards
Of Children – they are our future!
Are there government policies for integrating education, health, housing, welfare and income levels so that families and whanau can provide for the needs of  children?
What provisions are there for community needs and places to play?
Social Wellbeing

How are children shown to be important?
Are there commitments to child health, education and safety?
How is family poverty addressed?
Are humane, preventative and remedial options provided for justice, and criminal justice?
Is Whānau ora included in policy? 
Remember…
· Many of the issues of poverty and child deprivation can be addressed through redistribution of resources, that is through reducing inequality.  
· Redistribution of wealth to reduce inequality would have the effect of removing or minimizing vulnerability. 
· Proposals for a Universal Social Wage have been re-ignited with Gareth Morgan’s recent re-run of this idea. 
Fairness questions for the election include: 
· Will policies provide sufficient income to enable inclusion and participation in society?
· What provisions will be made for early childhood education?
· Are there health and housing policies for low income families?
· Will quality education be available to all children to enable them to succeed and achieve life skills that will lead to healthy, productive lives and contribute to the wellbeing of society? 
· Is there provision for facilities such as libraries and parks and swimming pools in all communities? 

Website links to election updates and policy views: 
· NZCCSS Vulnerability Report No. 10. http://nzccss.org.nz/uploads/publications/VR10(c).pdf
· NZCCSS Kete Kupu http://www.nzccss.org.nz/uploads/publications/KeteKupu%2019%20%286%29.pdf
· Children’s Social Health Monitor 2011 update http://www.nzchildren.co.nz/
· Household Incomes in New Zealand http://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/monitoring/household-incomes/index.html
· Salvation Army: www.salvationarmy.org.nz/research-media/social-policy-and-parliamentary-unit/general-election/ 
· Welfare Reform Fact Sheet <www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network>
Welfare and Child Policies - notes on Party approaches
National wants to reduce benefit dependency by using stringent measures to restrict access to benefits. They are emphasising benefits as a pathway to work with the ‘Jobseeker Benefit’. They will have three Benefit categories 
1. Jobseeker Support for Unemployment Benefit, sickness Benefit and sole parents whose youngest child is 14 or older. Everyone on this benefit will be expected to be available for work
2. Sole Parent Support. All people on this have to be available for work when their youngest child is five. Sole parents with children under five may be required to do pre-employment activities to support work readiness.
3. Supported Living Payment for those who are permanently and severely disabled or terminally ill, and for those who care for the sick or infirm
Maori . Whanau ora is designed to stop intergenerational benefit dependency. This is about Maori communities taking responsibility for Maori centred good outcomes for whanau. There are no details for welfare policy
Greens are focussing on poverty reduction by means of a base rate benefit fixed to a percentage of the average wage, like National Super. The benefits will be for an adequate standard of living with provision for add-ons.  A  Universal Child Benefit will have the ability to capitilize this for a home deposit. For Children Greens will raise minimum wage to $15 per hr and extend Working for Families to provide $60 per week for poorest households. They will reinstate support for sole parents to study. This support to help 10,000 people get a higher education and take better care of their kids.
Labour Welfare Policy is ‘Putting Children First’ and use the slogan ‘Parenting not Prisons’. Their focus on integrating policies and services for children is very important, and also harder to explain.  Integrated policies means whole of government support through education, housing, health and welfare policies. 
Labour spells out the link between early childhood and long term development with the importance of quality care and close parental contact. ‘We know that growing up in poverty during first 5 years is likely to lead to leaving school without qualifications, unemployment and criminal behaviour’. They propose a 6 year agenda for Change for Children: http://labour.org.nz/node/2727
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Do we care enough to demand fairness for families, whanau and children of the next government?
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