Minister Paula Bennett’s Green Paper Sept 2011. 
To open a debate about child abuse and vulnerable children in NZ.  Minister Bennett is asking for public engagement in how to care and protect vulnerable children. There are two main times of particular vulnerablity – when children are young and when they enter adolescence.  
Well being in early childhood is vital to long term health, educational achievement, and work prospects. It is the foundation of healthy relationships . A quote from the Green Paper ‘children in contact with Child Youth and Family are Five times more likely to have a Corrections sentence by age 19 or 20 that those with no contact with Child Youth and Family’ (p. 3). ‘The costs of not giving children the best start in lie are high. 
The bare facts: 
The Green Paper confirms that nearly 20% children live in poverty. This is a risk for vulnerability with strong association of negative impacts from poor nutrition and therefore ill health, the likelihood of low educational achievement, and the effects of not being able to participate in sport and take opportunities for other activities. 
At any point in time 15% children (163,000) could be considered vulnerable. 
21,000 cases of child abuse and neglect
30,000 truants on any given day
7,300 school leavers without qualifications
13,315 hospital admissions for children under five that could have been avoided
47,374 children living around family violence
Risks and Vulnerability 
Research shows that poverty is likely to lead to cognitive (learning) impairment and impede behavioural development. Child poverty is greater for Maaori as well as for Pasefika and refugee communities. 
Children with disabilities  and health problems are further risk factors for vulnerability. Caring for children with disabilities and major health problems increases stress in families and whaanau. It is likely to involve a parent in full time care and limit the possibility of working.  
About 10% of children aged up to 15 years live with some sort of disability. 

What Are We to Do? 
Government priorities 
Improve care and protection services with improved training and support for family and whaanau carers in line with that provided for foster carers. 
Improve access to early childhood education for vulnerable children with support for early childhood education providers to work more effectively with Maaori and Pasifika families and families in the low socio-economic families. 
Enhance the range of child health services by improving the reach, quality and follow up with high need mothers. 
Services for Children and families are best when there are policies are well aligned across government agencies such as Social development, Health, Education, Corrections. Good collaboration across these sectors is a cornerstone of good practice. The government could develop an Action Plan for Vulnerable Children. 
The Green Paper mentions universal provision of services to children, which would mean all children are eligible for the same support. This is how National Superannuation is delivered. It is more in favour of targeted services as a way of focusing on children in greatest need.  Targeting may mean reprioritizing other government spending and targeting is expensive. 
Some of the questions that Minister Bennett asks are: 
· What are appropriate balances in responsibility for children between families, whaanau and the state? 
· How can communities be encouraged to take more responsibility for the wellbeing of their children? 
· What services  and programmes could the government provide  in support of parents and caregivers?
· What should the government include in an Action Plan for Vulnerable Children?
· How can the government work as partners with Iwi and Maaori organizations to deliver services for vulnerable tamariki and whaanau? 
Ensuring care and protection of vulnerable children means that in practice support needs to be given to adults – to parents and carers. 
· Should support for families and whaanau be a priority? 
Information sharing is basic to watching out for and monitoring vulnerable children. A proposal to introduce mandatory reporting as a way of lifting the levels of information about child abuse means that professionals (social workers, doctors, nurses, teachers, ministers) would be required to 
· Should there be mandatory reporting? What information should professional be able to, or required to share about vulnerable children? 
The Green Paper emphasizes the need for child centred services. By this it means improving service standards across all agencies, improving information sharing and   developing collaborative work practices.  Competency in working in culturally appropriate ways is emphasized. The paper asks:
· What can be done to improve collaboration between professional and services and what competencies should be required for those working with children?  What standards and competencies should be required for working with children and for culturally sensitive services? 

How to get involved?
Read the paper at Green Paper for Vulnerable Children website.

Make a submission before 28 February 2012.
· You can make a submission online‚ on the Facebook page‚ in person at hui or fono‚ by email to: 
· [image: http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/webadmin/images/icons/email.gif]yourresponse@childrensactionplan.govt.nz
· Or posting your submission to:
· Green Paper for Vulnerable Children
PO Box 1556
Wellington

Notes on Welfare Policy re John Key

Children and teenagers are at the centre of attention for Welfare Reform and Policy discussion presented to us during August. The anticipated direction for National Government Welfare Reform is indicated in PM John Key’s announcement of Government plans to bring in a managed system of payments to teenagers on benefits. 
While PM Key’s announcement for welfare changes is targetted to a small and specific population of about 1600 teenagers,
Here John Key’s new policy announcement is surveyed 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy for Teens on Benefits – a signal of directions in Welfare Reform? 
The policy for teenagers on benefits  is essentially about managing benefits payments with strong drivers to get them into training or work. The costs of rent and power will  be paid directly on their behalf by the government and money for food is to be put onto a payment card that will restrict payments to food and groceries. This means that alcohol and cigarettes will not be allowed. 
As John Key noted there are about 1600 young people on special 16-17 year old’s benefit, and 18 year olds on the DPB.  He also made reference to concerns about 8,500 – 13,500 young people who are not engaged in education, training or work. The PM signalled plans for the sharing of information between the Ministries of Education and Social Development to tighten up information on disengaged youth. 
A further announcement that has received less attention is that the government will pay private providers to work with teenagers. Some commentators have suggested this means the privatization of welfare. Private organizations will have the job of tracking down teenagers not in education training or work. Private organizations will also be paid to  provide job training with a one third of the money being paid as bonuses for meeting targets. Following these announcements a news article reported  that funding to organizations that provide youth training has been cut. YMCA and the Salvation Army expressed concerns about finding cuts, despite the $20 - $25 million set aside  for the youth package. 
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