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There is a piece of legislation going through NZ parliament called the Food Bill. There is not much information in the media because the media aren’t or can’t talk about it. It will be
snuck through faster than a greasy pig while we are on holidays in January.  We need action now to get 50,000 signatures – already nearly 13,000 have signed 

Some parts of this bill involve change that is good.  But some parts are completely horrendous and have the potential to compromise your health in the future, because they reduce the ability for small food producers produce and give away/sell seeds and food.  And it would be policed by Food Officers, who may not be warranted. This is in the legislation!

And what is different about this legislation as it comes under aninternational rule called ‘Codex’ or ‘’Codex Alimentarius’.  If we go along with Codex NZ then CAN’T CHANGE the legislation in future.   We would actually have to get out of the W.H.O. to change this legislation if we didn't like it -  which is just not a thing governments do.   

What’s really shocking about this is that these rules are developed to say we need ‘food safety’.   But what they really mean is to get rid of little producers, little growers and keep the growing of food in the hands of the big companies.  Codex wasn’t designed by governments and independent think tanks it was developed by corporations – pharmacy, agribusiness, chemical.  These laws were NOT initially drafted by the NZ government, but by lawyers employed by big international corporates.

We need to stop this legislation 

Main problems with Food Bill 160-2 :
1.  Home & small growers who grow food and sell locally NEED to be exempt - they are not.
2.  Seeds for cultivation and food seedlings NEED TO NOT BE within the definition ‘food’ under the Bill.  (imagine you not being able to produce seed and give away!!).   Seeds will be ‘explicitly controlled substances’ (like drugs) –
3.  Under the Food Bill, Police acting as Food Safety Officers, and private sector officers can raid premises without a warrant, using all equipment they deem necessary – including guns (Clause 265 –1)   
Jodie Bruning, Tauranga. 

Go here: http://www.petitiononline.co.nz/petition/oppose-the-new-zealand-government-food-bill-160-2/1301

The Food Bill: <http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2010/0160/latest/whole.html?search=ts_bill_food+bill_resel&p=1#dlm3435700> 
Websites: 
http://nzfoodsecurity.org/
http://anh-europe.org/news/codex-misinformation-creates-public-confusion
http://gaia-health.com/gaia-blog/2011-11-26/new-zealand-becomes-codex-alimentarius-incarnate-food-as-commodity-not-nourishment/
http://blog.greens.org.nz/2011/09/13/food-bill-update-from-sue-kedgley/
http://blog.greens.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/Correspondence-Sue-Kedgley.pdf
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