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Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) has released a new report ‘Left Further Behind’: how policies fail the poorest children in New Zealand. The report says ‘the intensification of work-based philosophy, with proposed welfare reforms promising further impact on the wellbeing of poor children and their families, has been accompanied by fewer jobs available in far less favourable economic times’. CPAG points to our shared responsibility in ensuring children are given the support they need to grow into healthy adults equipped to contribute to the wellbeing of society.  Left Further Behind notes that economic inequality has a major effect on population health (p.11). Recommendations to highlight as practical recommendations for changes that will stop child poverty – in summary:
Recommendations to highlight as practical changes that will stop child poverty – in summary:
• Remove work-based rules for child financial assistance and pay the equivalent of the In-Work-
Tax-Credit to all low income families.
• Acknowledge the vital social and economic contribution made by good parenting: ensuring  childcare and early childhood education, including kohanga reo and play centres, is available for all children; and ensure that training allowances for sole parents education 

 • Government funds for a national housing plan to address the emerging housing
shortages identified by the Department of Building. Meanwhile, ensure that housing is affordable
and appropriate (e.g. address overcrowding, dampness, cold);
• Funding for low decile schools to ensure that all children have access to high
quality education.
For your interest: CPAG is continuing their legal case against the government with the claim that the Working Form Families tax credit system discriminates against the children of non-working families. Left Further Behind: <http://www.cpag.org.nz/assets/sm/upload/jq/66/v2/dv/WEB%20VERSION%20OF%20LFB.pdf> 
Further information on Welfare reform will be on the Public Questions website. 


