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AT THE
MOVIES
Making use of movies in a church environment
	In the weekly “10 minutes on a Tuesday” there are usually movie suggestions. How do you imagine that these will be used?

	Mention is made of movies that illustrate the theme suggested by the lectionary readings. There are several ways that they could be used:
· As sermon illustrations

· Screening a “clip” in your church service
· Screening the movie



	Sermon illustration
	A preacher with story-telling skills can tell the story of a movie, or a scene from a movie, to illustrate the theme of the day.


	Screening a clip
	This is a good way to generate interest and a have a visual prompt to introduce or illustrate your theme. Clips can be used within the message, to introduce a message, or to set the scene. 
The idea is to cue to the scene of movie that you want to screen. It may be a clip of a few seconds or a few minutes. Note that most of the movies mentioned were not intended by their makers to have a Christian theme but by “reframing” them into our own context we give them a new meaning. By this understanding “Billy Elliot” can illustrate repentance (the change in attitude of the father) and “Shrek” can illustrate transfiguration… The possibilities are endless.
This is not just for churches with data projectors. You can also do this by using a small screen or multiple small screens. Sometimes appropriate images without sound can be screened while other things (intercession, preaching etc) are happening.



	Screening a movie
	Some movies lend themselves to screening for a church social event or a home group activity. Christian movies of the life of Christ like “The Miracle Maker” or “Jesus the Movie” have had wide acceptance. From there you need to proceed with caution. Know your audience and always preview the movie with them in mind. One group will consider “Jesus of Montreal” profound and another profane! Most movies today have bad language and sexual references. Just because they have been mentioned in “10 Minutes” it does not mean that they will be suitable to screen in your church. You will need to preview them to ascertain their suitability for your group. 

As a rule, movies that the censor has rated as restricted have not been mentioned in the “10 Minutes” material. The only exceptions that come to mind are “The Passion of the Christ” (R15 - violence) and “The Cross and the Switchblade” (very tame by today’s standards, but in its day rated R16 for its gang references).


	Familiarising yourself with the movie


	If you’ve viewed the movie before you should be able to locate relevant clips. However, if it has been some time since you’ve viewed it, refresh your memory by watching it again. Inappropriate scenes always seem much worse in a church setting than at the theatre. Definitely view the whole movie if you haven’t seen it before. Even if you are just “reframing” a small clip for use in a service some people may take this as a recommendation of the movie as a whole when this is not your intention. 


	Given the prevalence of profanity, violence and sex in the movies wouldn’t it better to steer clear of them altogether?


	The approach with the whole of “10 minutes” is to try and bridge the gap between church culture and the wider society. This is well in line with the traditional Wesleyan approach. For this reason an attempt is made to avoid Christian jargon, use contemporary versions of the Scriptures, seek illustrations from the newspaper and intentionally make references to secular movies and music. While the profanity in the movies is no way endorsed, it does represent the world with which we need to engage. Having said that, it is worth trying to avoid offending those with more delicate sensibilities.


	What about copyright?
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	You need to get a copyright licence for the public screening of any movie or any clip from a movie. You can get this licence from the same group that provides copyright for Christian music (Christian Copyright Licensing International). Go to the Video Licensing page on their website.
The cost of a Church Video Licence starts at $131 (for groups smaller than 50) and this includes access to “ScreenVue” which provides a searchable database of movie themes and some free downloads.


	Other resources

Ctrl+Click to follow links
	The Textweek website has a comprehensive searchable list of movie themes and titles.
The Internet Movie Database website is full of information that is helpful and searchable.

www.movieministry.com is a paid site that gives start and end times of clips that you can choose by topic and scripture readings, also an application part to each movie clip.

www.wingclips.com provides a lot of valuable material, in short clips, from very current films. They come in .MOV files easily incorporated into modern versions of PowerPoint with copyright already paid.
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  Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for
  a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships. 
 For more information on this and other resources, 

 Contact: Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz






