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“Our Church's Mission in Aotearoa New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love 
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.   We are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our 
nation on the basis of a power-sharing relationship, and will guide how we undertake mission”.  
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Official Communications 

 

 
A Message from the President and Vice President 
 
We are in the middle of a cold and wet winter season and some odd earthquakes that shook not only 
Christchurch but also some parts of the lower North Island.  In our faith journey we are challenged with 
winter blues and shaken with life issues but “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble, He cares for 
those who trust in Him”. (Nahum 1:7) We give thanks to the Almighty God for His amazing love for us 
all no matter what. 
 
So what’s Up! 
Well in the past month President John and Vice President Olive have been involved in pastoral matters. 
President John has made a few pastoral visits there has been little by way of meetings and this has 
allowed space for other things. 
 
President John has made two submissions to Parliamentary Select Committees considering bills before 
the House. The first was on the Gambling Amendment Bill seeking further restrictions on the pokie 
machine industry. Amongst other measures the bill seeks to enable local authorities and communities 
to reduce the number of pokie machines in their areas. Christchurch Methodist Mission produced a 
helpful backgrounder which assisted greatly in making a submission. The second was on the Custom 
and Excise (Tobacco Products – Budget Measures) Amendment Bill that seeks to amend the Excise Act 
1996 to make four cumulative 10% increases to the duties on all tobacco products, so as to achieve the 
vision of Smokefree 2025 or a smoking prevalence of less than 5 percent. ASH had prepared a helpful 
template to assist in making the submission. 
 
With the leaking of some new information regarding the Trans Pacific Partnership free trade 
agreement, John felt an update to the church was required so he wrote an article for Touchstone. The 
leak indicated that while Australia is standing out against the right for foreign investors to sue national 
governments when they consider legislation hinders their investment activity, New Zealand has already 
agreed to this provision.  
 
On 20 June President John joined other national church leaders for a meeting with the Prime Minister 
and his Deputy, organised by the NZ Council of Christian Social Services. The meeting sought a two way 
conversation with the PM sharing critical government concerns and church leaders sharing some of the 
challenges they see in New Zealand society and how they see their churches role in these. There was 
also discussion on how the dialogue might fruitfully develop in the future. 
 
In response to Uesifili Unasa’s initiative in organising an ‘Advance Pasifika’ rally in central Auckland, on 
16 June John joined the rally in solidarity with the intent of the rally to give expression to the social, 
economic and political concerns of Pacific peoples. John also attended an evening talk by Trevor 
Hoggard at the Devonport Church where Trevor shared insights he gained into life in the Vatican, when 
serving as the British Methodist Church’s representative to the Vatican.  
 
On a lighter note John enjoyed the Auckland Central Parish’s Matariki celebration, a festival of food 
and culture. He also attended the Auckland District Youth Service in June where the theme was 
‘Christian responsibility’. A special moment was going to the movie ‘Letters to Father Jacob’ a beautiful  
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film about faith and human frailty in the encounter between Leila, a recently pardoned life sentence 
prisoner, and Father Jacob, an elderly blind priest who responds to letters from people asking for his 
help. 
 
From 25 June to 5 July John has been attending the British Methodist Conference in Plymouth. On 
Saturday 7 July he departed for Fiji to be the Methodist Church of New Zealand’s observer at the 
Anglican Church’s General Synod in Nadi. His final three days, before returning home on 13 July are 
being spent with leaders of the Methodist Church of Fiji. 
 
Olive was in Tonga from the 25th – 29th of June, to represent the Methodist Church of New Zealand to 
the conference of the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, that was held in Nukualofa. Olive enjoyed the 
experience of participating in some of part of the conference, especially the beautiful variety of music 
provided by 16 choirs on Tuesday evening. One of those choirs was the combine choir of Vahefonua 
Tonga o Aotearoa; it was one of the best, under the leadership of Rev Setaita Kinahoe Vaikune 
superintendent of Vahefonua Tonga synod, and the Free Wesleyan of Tonga in NZ. It was a well-
attended conference by delegates from all its districts in Tonga as well as delegates from overseas. 
 
Rev Dr Ahio has been re-elected as the president of the FWCT for this year and Rev Dr Tevita Havea is 
the General Secretary. King Siaosi Tupou VI inducted the president of FWCT and also officially opened 
the 89th Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga conference on Thursday morning.  
 
One of the special pre-conference celebrations was the official opening of the brand new modern 
three story multipurpose business building on Tuesday afternoon. This $16m building has apartments 
for rental, conference/convention facilities and also business spaces for rental, even better it has 
elevators for those who need it and it is disabled friendly.  
 
Representatives from the Uniting Church of Australia and the Moderator of Papua New Guinea were 
also present. 
 
I am very thankful for this great opportunity to experience God’s beauty and His love through a 
different culture and in another place, God’s Place, Our place. 
 
Olive will be travelling to Adelaide Australia on the 15th of July to the Uniting Church of Australia’s 
Assembly. Before that she will be attending and officially open the Sinoti Samoa Youth Career Expo for 
the lower North Island in Wellington on the 13th and also attend Sinoti Samoa annual fono on the 
evening of the 13th till Saturday night. 
 

Always Be Thankful 
 Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. 

It turns what we have into enough, and more. 
 It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. 

It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. 
Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, 
And creates a vision for tomorrow. 
     (MelodyBeattie) 

 
Grace and peace 
 

John and Olive 
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A Message from the General Secretary  
 
In the late 1990’s I spent some very interesting hours on the main street of Rangiora collecting 
signatures on a petition urging the NZ Government to support the formation of the World Court.  We 
were there at the initiative and drive of Colin Ayers, then well into his eighties, but brimming with 
energy when matters of peace and justice were at stake. 
 
So when I recently came across the book ‘All the Missing Souls’ by David Scheffer which tells the story 
of the formation of the World Court and recent War Crimes Tribunals, I bought a copy. 
 
It has been a distressing read.  Scheffer is clearly committed to the prevention of atrocity crimes and is 
appointed to a key position of War Crimes Ambassador at large by President Clinton.  Rather than a 
record of constructively building the basis of the court it is an account of immense resistance from 
within the political and military establishment.  I marvelled at how Scheffer could keep on going, keep 
on plugging away when he was being obstructed and undermined. 
 
Finally on the afternoon of 31 December 2000, the very last day when the documents could be signed 
to establish the court, David Scheffer signed for the USA.  His signature specifically approved by 
President Clinton as Clinton was on holiday. 
 
Just a few months later newly installed President George W Bush passed a statute repudiating the 
validity of Scheffer’s signature. 
 
The problem it seems is that the USA, along with countries such as China, Pakistan, North Korea, Libya, 
Syria, Cuba, Iran and Iraq do not wish there to be any risk that their citizens could be brought before 
the court. 
 
I can’t help but reflect the real issue could be a theological problem.  Good and evil are not entities 
where some people are ‘all good’ and others ‘all evil’.  Rather inconsistency and the capacity to inflict 
pain on another runs through every person. 
 
The write of 1 John reflects:  “If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us.” 
 
Such an equality of capacity to do good or regrettably to do evil also requires universal application of 
justice. 
 
Ultimately Scheffer’s story is one of success however, in spite of indifference, obstacles and immense 
difficulty the World Court is established and then uses its powers to address atrocity crimes in Kosovo, 
Sierra Leone and Cambodia with many successful prosecutions. 
 
I can’t help but reflect that our experience in the church has similar parallels.  It can take a long time 
and considerable persistence to impact a community for good. 
 
Grace and peace 
 

David 
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Conference Update 

 

 
Below is an update on various arrangements for Conference 2012 

Please note that more detailed information will be placed on the Methodist website, sent out via 
eMessenger email and published in the eMessenger Newsletter as it becomes available. 

 

 

Planning continues to progress well for the 100th Conference to be held in Wellington from  
Saturday 3 November to Wednesday 7 November 2012. 
 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 

The Conference Registration Form will be available for you to complete on the MCNZ Website 
sometime during late July/early August, at which time we will send you the link.  Please read the 
instructions first and then complete the form online. 
 
If anyone is unable to complete the form online, please contact Wendy at the Connexional Office and 
she will complete it for you, phone 03 366 6049, ext 827 or email wendyk@methodist.org.nz.  
 
Please make sure you fill in all the information unless the form states that the information is 
unnecessary. Hopefully those of you who have completed the form have found it quick and easy. 
 
Note: Please use normal sentence case to fill out the form - do not fill out the form in ALL capital 
letters.  If an entry is in all capitals the information has to be retyped in normal sentence case as it 
makes transferring data to other programmes for labels etc difficult and inconsistent. 
 

 

DATES 
 Friday 2 November – Conference Stationing Committee 

 Saturday and Sunday 3-4 November - Inductions and Ordinations 

 Monday to Wednesday 5-7 November - Conference Business sessions  

 Conference will conclude at 5:00pm on Wednesday 7 November. 
 

 

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS FOR CONFERENCE 2012 
Just a reminder regarding information on accommodation available in Wellington locations that would 
be appropriate for the conference.  Some special rates have been negotiated as you will see from the 
information below. 
 

CLOSE TO WESLEY 

Central City Apartment Hotel  
(serviced apartments) 
130 Victoria Street, Te Aro 6011 
(04) 385 4166   

Comfort Hotel Wellington 
213 Cuba Street 
Te Aro, Wellington 6141 
0800 873 553 

mailto:wendyk@methodist.org.nz


July 2012                                                                     6                                     e-messenger  

 

Distinction Wellington - Grand Mercure Wellington, 
Century City Apartments (serviced apartments very 
close to Wesley) 
70 Tory Street 
Te Aro, Wellington 6011 
(04) 801 0780 

Lodge In The City (very close to Wesley) 
152 Taranaki Street 
Te Aro, 6011 
(04) 385 8560 
 

Nomads Capital Backpackers Hostel  
(opposite the Town Hall) 
247/118 Wakefield Street 
Te Aro, Wellington 6011 
(04) 978 7800 

Quality Hotel Wellington 
223 Cuba Street 
Te Aro, Wellington 6011 
(04) 385 2156 

Trinity Hotel 
166 Willis Street 
Te Aro, Wellington 6011 
(04) 801 8118 

Wellywood Backpackers  
(very close to Wesley) 
58 Tory Street 
Te Aro 6011 
(04) 381 3899 

Apollo Lodge Motel 
(close to Wesley) 
49 Majoribanks Street 
Wellington 
(04) 385 1849 

 

 

CLOSE TO THE CATHEDRAL 

Aitken On Mulgrave Suites  
(close to the Cathedral) 
7 Aitken Street 
Thorndon, Wellington 6011 
(04) 473 1870 

Bolton Hotel (Cathedral end of town) 
12 Bolton Street 
Wellington, 6011 
(04) 472 9966 
 

Ibis Wellington  
(about half way between the two venues) 
153 Featherston Street 
Wellington, 6140 
A studio style room with either one king bed or two 
double beds for $139 inc GST per room per night. 
This rate would be available up to 18 Sept and/or 40 
rooms max. 
You must quote code  MCC021112 at the time of 
booking. 
Bookings can be made direct on +64 4 496 1880 or 
email h3049-re01@accor.com. 

Kingsgate Hotel Wellington  
(close to the Cathedral) 
24 Hawkestone St 
Thorndon, Wellington 6011 
0800 805 205 
Special rate $129.00 incl for either a twinshare or 
queen, dependent on availability.  Includes breakfast 
for up to two occupants.  
This rate is only available by contacting the hotel 
directly and delegates will need to inform at the time 
of reservation that they are attending the Methodist 
Church conference. 

Rydges Wellington Hotel  
(close  to the railway station and to the Cathedral) 
75 Featherston Street 
Pipitea, Wellington 6011 
(04) 499 8686 
King/twin standard room $229 incl GST this includes 
breakfast for one or $249 which includes breakfast 
for 2. 
Bookings must be made directly with the hotel 
before 3 October and/or 10 rooms.  Delegates must 
either quote the Methodist Conference or code 
number X-MCC11/12. 

Wellington Downtown Backpackers  
(close to the Cathedral) 
1 Bunny Street 
Pipitea, Wellington 6011 
0800 225 725 
 

mailto:h3049-re01@accor.com
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                    Connexional News 

 

 
Lectionary 
 
The 2012-2013 Lectionary has now been printed and is available on the Methodist Website.  For those 
who ordered copies, these have now been sent out.  Please contact Peter Dent if you have not 
received your order, email peterd@methodist.org.nz. Lectionary’s ordered now will be at a cost of $2 
each. 

 

Medical Insurance Update 
 
The Group Scheme for Methodist Presbyters and other nominated staff has now operated for two 
years.  In the last 12 months 17 claims were paid. 
 
The aim of the insurance scheme is to ensure that Presbyters are able to quickly access surgery and 
other procedures which allows them to more easily focus on their ministry. 
 
Members of the scheme are reminded that if they have a baby or adopt a child that the child can be 
added to the scheme’s coverage without need for medical assessment if they are added within 30 days 
of the birth or adoption. 
 

DVD available from the Connexional Office – ‘The Length of a Memory’  
 
We have a few copies of a DVD called ‘The Length of a Memory’ by Poata Eruera and Jesse Warn.  This 
educational programme was commissioned and funded by the Bi Cultural Committee of the Methodist 
Church, Copyright 1999. 
 

“A dramatised version of New Zealand’s history spanning the years 1812 to the 1860’s, and 
focusing on the meeting of two cultures. 
 
Through the eyes of Frank, a new immigrant who becomes immersed in the culture of tangata 
whenua, we see the consequences of the government’s failure to uphold the intentions of the 
Treaty, particularly with the huge influx of new settlers hungry for land.  Frank is impelled to 
fight in the Land Wars.” 
 

If you are interested in a free copy of this DVD please email Wendy Keir wendyk@methodist.org.nz 
(first in first served). 
 

Calling all poets and writers of prayers, litanies and liturgies 
 
Are you interested in contributing your original work to a proposed publication of liturgical/worship 
resources particular to the Aotearoa context? 
  
If so, I would like to hear from you.  Please email me at stitchbird@xtra.co.nz for further information. 
  
Lynne Frith, Auckland Methodist Central Parish 

mailto:peterd@methodist.org.nz
mailto:wendyk@methodist.org.nz
mailto:stitchbird@xtra.co.nz
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WINTER@WESLEY 2012 
Hosted by Wesley Methodist Church, 75 Taranaki Street, Wellington 
 

Our society’s lack of winter festivals, holy days and celebrations is partly the result of importing only 
northern hemisphere rituals at the calendar date but not the season. Many cultures celebrate their 
New Year in the dark of winter, the natural end to a busy farming year. 
 

Churches sometimes criticise people for their lack of support of the Christian festivals of Easter and 
Christmas. With Winter@Wesley, we have a real alternative of inviting people to celebrate the light of 
Christ in the middle of our dreary winter. 
 

This year’s events see the return of free lunchtime concerts to Wesley Church. We will be holding 
these on Thursdays, starting at 12:30pm, from 21 June (Matariki) through to 26 July. As in previous 
years, the concerts will be followed by free soup and bread in the hall. 
 

Our free Winter Film Series returns to Drama Christi Studio every Tuesday night from 26 June through 
to 31 July, starting at 7pm. 
 

This year’s theme is ‘Mystery and Meaning Discerned on Film’. The six films chosen are all classics in 
their own right spanning world cinema history from 1948’s Italian neo-realist classic Bicycle Thieves to 
Woody Allen’s brilliant and brilliantly funny 1989 film Crimes and Misdemeanors. 
 

Other films include Robert Duvall’s great performance in the Texas-set Tender Mercies, famous French 
weepie Au Hasard Balthazar, poetical allegory of the impact of the Spanish Civil War The Spirit of the 
Beehive, and Yasujirô Ozu’s incisive look into post-war Japanese society, Tokyo Story. 
 

This year’s films are all universally hailed classics with clear spiritual resonances. Some involve overtly 
religious themes, others are valued for their sublime expression of humane values. All come highly 
recommended. 
 

Check our website at www.wesleychurch.org.nz for updated details or follow the event on Facebook – 
keyword: Winter@Wesley 2012. 
 

http://www.wesleychurch.org.nz/
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REMEMBER 

        In your Prayers  

 
 
With sadness we announce the death of Barry Rains who after a long illness passed away at 
Wesleycare on June 27, 2012 in his 80th year. 
 
Barry was an accountant at the Connexional Office for more than twenty years and many would have 
been grateful for the help given by him over that time. He was a well-respected member of the staff 
and the Church is grateful for his contribution graciously given. Sympathy is extended to his wife Faye 
and their family. 
 
Messages may be sent to The Rains Family, c/o PO Box 20223, Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543. 
  

 
 
We are sad to announce the sudden death on 2nd July 2012 of Bob Baker, loved husband of the late 
Ann and brother of Revs Fred and Marcia Baker (Christchurch) and Brenda Baker (Lower Hutt). 
  
Bob and Ann served three years (1958-1961) in the Solomon Islands where Bob was secretarial worker 
for the Methodist Church.  He was also a Lay Preacher for many years and served a term on the 
National Committee of the Methodist Lay Preachers' Association.  Both Bob and Ann were always 
actively involved Church members wherever they lived. 

 

 
 

 
 

We express our sympathy and care to each of these families as they grieve and lovingly remember. 
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   ECUMENICAL 

      News & Views 
 
 
 

Travel and Study Grants Reminder 2012 
 

Applications are invited for consideration  
These must be received by 15 August 

Please note: 

 Applications must be presented on the 2012 application form. 

 All details including the 3 references, whenever possible references are to be attached to the 
application. 

 Late applications or incomplete forms will be referred to the next meeting in December 

 The decision of the committee is final. 

 Application forms are available on the Methodist website or from the Secretary. 
 

Email:  maryw@west.net.nz 

 
 
Directed Retreat – Waikanae 2012  
NOTE: A copy of the full brochure is available on the website www.methodist.org.nz/e_messenger  
 

Friday 24 August – Tuesday 28 August 2012 
 

TWO DAY or FOUR DAY DIRECTED RETREAT 
(Wheelchair Access) 

 
This retreat may be taken as a TWO DAY retreat from 7:30pm Fri to 4:00pm Sun  

or 5:00pm Sunday to 4:00pm Tuesday  
 

or as a FOUR DAY retreat 7:30pm Friday to 4:00pm Tuesday 
 
A substantial part of each day will be in silence in order to listen more closely to God.  
 
Facilitators:  SGM Team – Terry Alve, Maureen Lamb, Andrew Pritchard, Adrienne Thompson 
Venue:  Elm Court Waikanae Christian Holiday Park Waikanae 
Total Cost:  $184 Fri-Sun; 

$190 Sun-Tues; 
$300 four days 
 

We gratefully acknowledge a Grant from the Wallis Trust that reduces the cost to participants for this 
retreat. 
 
Non-refundable registration fee $50.00 PLUS retreat fee to be paid on arrival please. 
 
Please register by 17 August 2012 with Merle Hiscock, 95a Knights Rd Lower Hutt, (04) 976 4693 

 

mailto:maryw@west.net.nz
http://www.methodist.org.nz/e_messenger
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Epworth Books July Selection 
 

338 Karori Road, Karori, Wellington 6012, New Zealand 
PO Box 17255, Karori, Wellington 6147, New Zealand 

NZ freephone 0800 755 355, ph +64 4 476 3330 fax +64 4 476 3320 
Email: sales@epworthbooks.org.nz, Web site: www.epworthbooks.org.nz 

 

Six Deadly Sins ï Jerusalem ï 199 Images of Christ - Serenity 

 

Click Here for new and interesting books and resources from Epworth Books.  

 

 

 
Jerusalem:  

The Biography 

 
Simon Montefiore tells 

the epic story of 
Jerusalem through the  

lives of the men and 
women who created, 
ruled and inhabited it. 

Pbk. 720pp. Illustrated.  
Phoenix 
$29.99* 

 

 
Seeing Our Faith 

 
Creative ideas for using 

images of Christ for 
Bible Study, faith 

sharing, mission and 
evangelism, meditation 
and prayer. CD ROM 

has 199 images. 
Canterbury 

$50.00* 

 

 
Six Deadly Sins of 

Preaching 

 
 

Lucy Hogan & Robert 
Reid urge preachers to 

avoid pitfalls and 
instead be Authentic, 

Humble, Careful, 
Passionate, Courteous 
and Namers of God. 

Abingdon 
$29.00* 

 

 
Serenity Prayer  

 
Pastor and teacher 

Trevor Hudson 
explores how this 
simple prayer can 
transform your life, 
bringing peace into 
even the messiest 

situations.  
Upper Room 

$26.00* 

*plus p&p 

July Highlights: 

 Fijian New Testament 1847 Na Veiyalayalati Vou - John Hunt translation. Andrew Thornley, 
Tuaga Vulaono editors. 560pp. Pbk. Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma. $36.00. 

The eagerly awaited re-publication of the earliest translation of the New Testament in Fijian. Now in 
stock. 

 Also check our Just Arrived page for a list of other new titles in stock. 

 SALE! 21 more titles specialled this month ï 70% off ï Click for list 

 

To order please email sales@epworthbooks.org.nz or phone free 0800 755 355. 

 

mailto:sales@epworthbooks.org.nz
http://www.epworthbooks.org.nz/
http://www.epworthbooks.org.nz/featured_books/featured_intro.htm
http://www.epworthbooks.org.nz/featured_books/just_arrived.htm
http://www.epworthbooks.org.nz/stock/sale.htm
mailto:sales@epworthbooks.org.nz
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ANC Centenary Conference – How NZ Helped to Abolish Apartheid 
 
Note: a copy of the registration form and full agenda is available at 
www.methodist.org.nz/e_messenger 
 

http://www.methodist.org.nz/e_messenger
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                July Amendments 

        To the Yearbook 

 

 
 
 
 
St Matthew's, Brooklyn 
96 Washington Avenue 
Brooklyn 
Wellington 6021 
T: (04) 389 3470 
E: stmattsbrooklyn@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2004 4 Ieli, Paulo [H][O] 09 279 3667 9570 
  41A Cambridge Terrace [Em] paulo.ieli@xtra.co.nz 
  Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025  
 

 

1991 SOC10 Olsen, Ken W  [H] 07 853 8970 3110 
  84 Glen Lynn Avenue  [O] 07 855 7434 
  Queenwood [Em] ken@chartwellchurch.org.nz 
   Hamilton 3210  
 

 

1980 8 Biggs, Donald (Don) F [H] TBC 2330 
  71 Tutaenui Road [M] 021 479 815  
  Marton 4710 [Em O] lcc@xtra.co.nz 
   [Em H] dkbiggs@xtra.co.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any amendments or updates to the yearbook please feel free to email Wendy at 
wendyk@methodist.org.nz with the updates and they can be published here for the 

information of the Connexion. 
 

Parish Listing (Pg 47) 

Names & Addresses (Pg 21) 

mailto:stmattsbrooklyn@gmail.com
mailto:paulo.ieli@xtra.co.nz
mailto:ken@chartwellchurch.org.nz
mailto:lcc@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dkbiggs@xtra.co.nz
mailto:wendy@methodist.org.nz

