[Your church name here]

1 Pentecostal Story 

7 Expressions of God’s Spirit
At Pentecost the gift of the Spirit brought a new experience of God’s presence and purpose to the disciples.  

Over the next 7 weeks we will use the lectionary readings and the Acts 2 story to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Spirit.  The Spirit enables us to live as God’s people in a world in need of something different.  Our awareness of what the Spirit is saying to the church can inspire us, equip us and unite us to fulfil that calling.

[Your Sunday service details here, with times, address and phone number.  Give each person in the congregation 2 leaflets – one for them to keep and one for a friend / neighbour]
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11 April: The Spirit of Confusion

“Amazed and confused, they asked…” (Acts 2:12) All of us have times when we are confused.  The appearance of Jesus in the upper room would have overturned everything the disciples thought was ‘normal.’ The experience of Pentecost would have done the same.  God is shaking things up, we try to put things back in order.  Confusion can be a sign that we need to rearrange our worldview.

Readings for the week 

Psalm 150

Revelation 1:4-8

Acts 2:1-12; 5:27-32
John 20:19-31

For small groups/personal reflection:

As a parent, did you ever find that leaving a child confused for a while was helpful?  What happened?  Trace the word “confused” through Acts.  Why does God allow people to be confused about what He is doing?  When is confusion helpful?  How can confusion be an expression of grace?

The gift of the Spirit is an expression of grace: God choses to live within us and work through us.  We are considered worthy of being co-workers with God.
18 April: The Spirit of Confidence

Peter, who denied Jesus 3 times and then went back fishing after the resurrection, now stands up in front of this large crowd to preach a rather confrontational sermon.  His confidence in what he believes is evident.  His trust in whom he believes is unshakable.  Paul experiences a similar confidence in Christ, something that would have begun with his Damascus Road experience.       

Readings for the week 

Psalm 30

Revelation 5:11-14

Acts 2:14-36; 9:1-6
John 21:1-19
For small groups/personal reflection:

Were there times when your confidence was boosted by someone or something?  What happened?  What had Peter done to disappoint Jesus (see John 18:15-27)?  What does Jesus do to forgive him?   How would this inspire confidence?  And Jesus’ encounter with Paul on the road?  How does grace build confidence in the life of the believer?

25 April: The Spirit of Connections

At Pentecost, the gift of tongues helped all those present to connect with the message that Peter proclaimed.  Later, Peter uses his gift of persuasion to convince the other believers that the Gentiles too were acceptable to God (Acts 11).  All are included.  In both stories the Spirit features strongly as evidence of God at work. God is connecting with all people and uniting them with one another.

Readings for the week 

Psalm 23

Revelation 7:9-17

Acts 2:1-12; 11:1-18
John 10:22-30

For small groups/personal reflection:

Have you ever been friends with someone very different from yourself?  What were they like?  What made the friendship good?  What are the common threads in the Acts 2 account of Pentecost and the Acts 10 and 11 account of what happened at the home of Cornelius?  What role does the Spirit play?  What, for you,  would show that someone had ‘received the Holy Spirit?’ (Acts 10:47)  How does the Holy Spirit connect people to God and to one another?  In what way is this an expression of grace?

Philip Yancey’s defintion of grace:  
“There is nothing we can do to make God love us more.  There is nothing we can do to make God love us less.”

2 May: The Spirit of Commitment

There is a deep commitment to Christ and the other believers evident in the early church.  From hiding away, to boldly expressing their faith, the disciples enter a new way of living that unfolds in the book of Acts.  This was almost certainly built on Jesus’ command to love one another as He had loved them.  Clearly, being committed to Christ includes being committed to His people too.

Readings for the week 

Psalm 148

Revelation 21:1-6

Acts 2:37-47; 11:1-18
John 13:31-35

For small groups/personal reflection:

When did Jesus first begin to ‘make sense’ for you?  When did you realise that being committed to Christ also meant being committed to His people?  What do you think the most important elements of Christian commitment are?  Why?  Who, for you, best reflects what it means to be a Christian?  Why? How do grace and commitment interact?  

A child’s prayer:  

“O God, make the bad people good, and the good people nice.”

9 May: The Spirit of Compassion
God is love.  God ‘lives’ in community, in Trinity.  But God also enters our world and shares life with us in Christ, and still does so through the Spirit.  Jesus describes the Spirit as the ‘Counselor’ (Jn 14:26) who teaches us the way of Jesus, truth and compassion.  The more we are touched by the love of God the more we express that love to others:  We love because God first loved us.

Readings for the week 

Psalm 67


Revelation 21:1-6

Acts 2:42-47; Acts 16:9-15
John 14:23-29

For small groups/personal reflection:

Do you have any special Mothers’ Day memories?  What made them so special?

In what ways is God’s love like a mother’s love?  Is it enough to say that ‘God is love’?  What do you understand by the word compassion?  If the ‘Counselor’ teaches us all things (Jn 14:26), why do we need church, sermons, Bible studies etc?  The phrase ‘if you loved me…’ appears a few times in the gospel reading:  How do you feel about the seemingly conditional nature of God’s love?  In what ways is compassion an expression of grace?

16 May: The Spirit of Community

The early church shows wonderful expressions of community – meeting together and supporting one another.  As the book of Acts unfolds we see that the gift of the Spirit links people together in the way of Christ, despite ethnic and cultural differences.  But Jesus knew how hard it would be for His people to remain one.  So He dedicates His final prayer to ask for unity among His people.  How easily we become divided, how slow to build a sense of community that determines all we do.  Perhaps our greatest sin, our deepest weakness, is our struggle to be one.  

Readings for the week 

Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

Acts 2:42-47; 16:16-34

John 17:20-26

For small groups/personal reflection:

Has there been a time in your life when you experienced extravagant generousity?  What happened?  What strikes you about the way the early Christians lived together (Acts 2:42-47)?  What do you think motivated them?  What makes a similar lifestyle seem so impossible today?  Why do you think the church is so divided?  What hope does the early church give our world?  How does grace inspire unity and community?  

23 May: The Spirit of the Church

Pentecost represents the birthday of the church: The day the ‘waiting for power’ ended and the ministry of God’s people began.  The Spirit ‘will be in you,’ says Jesus (Jn 14:17).  As such we are God-bearers, charged with the responsibility of being guided by the Spirit to continue the work of Christ (Jn 14:12).  The challenge is to allow the Spirit to determine the way we live and move and have our being. 

Readings for the week 

Psalm 104:24-35
Genesis 11:1-9

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-17

For small groups/personal reflection:

What characteristics of the church do I most admire?  What do we do that makes me feel ashamed?  What similarities and differences do you notice between the story of Babel (Genesis 11) and the story of Pentecost (Acts 2)?  How does the Spirit help us overcome our differences?  Reflecting on the past few weeks, what is the Spirit saying to the church?
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

[image: image2.png]


Each of the themes above is expanded in a Refresh worship resource called

 10 minutes on a Tuesday.  This is available at refresh.methodist.org.nz   

For more information contact Andre le Roux at andrel@methodist.org.nz  or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
