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Sunday 5 December 2010
A New King
Advent 2
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Today’s lectionary readings all have inter-locked themes:

Isaiah 11.1-10 The prophet promises a New King from the line of David who will have the Spirit of the Lord with him. This king will bring peace and justice and through him all nations will come together.
Psalm 72.1-7&18-19 A prayer for the king, that he will live ling and rule with justice. Written by (king) David for Solomon but with Messianic overtones.
Romans 15.4-13 Paul prays that followers of Jesus will live in peace and quotes today’s passage from Isaiah about a descendant of David bringing hope and ruling the nations.
Matthew 3.1-12 John the Baptist preaches and baptises in the desert. He doesn’t temper his language when confronted with the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. He announces that someone is coming who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.
Pray for Peace  Advent resources from World Methodist Council 

Christian World Service has comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on-line and in a resource pack that includes CD. These resources include prayers already on PowerPoint
Advent 2 service resources as PDF

For some people Christmas is a time associated with grief, difficulty, sadness or loss. You might like to look at planning a Blue Christmas service. This is also a theme picked up in this year’s Advent art from Cityside. A number of suitable Blue Christmas NZ hymns are suggested in Hope is our Song (index xi).


	Introduction / Summary
	Today we pick up the theme of a New King from the prophetic stream of the lectionary. “Like a branch that spouts from a stump, someone from David’s family will someday be king.” (Isaiah 11.1) What are the implications for our world, our country, our community, our church, our lives?

Accompanying this week’s “10 minutes” is the script for a Nativity Play which is written to go with the 19 December theme, but can be used any time over Advent/Christmas. This is the third Nativity Play script provided. These resources are also available from the Refresh section of the Methodist website


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Take some time out this week to be still. Open the church (if you don’t usually) so people can drop in for a time of quiet. In the busyness of the season some people will appreciate the opportunity for a time of quiet. “Everyone be silent! The Lord is present and moving about in his holy place.” Zechariah 2.13 (CEV)

The idea of new hope coming with the crowning of a new king is picked up at the end of Shrek the Third (2007) when Artie (voiced by Justin Tmberlake) is crowned king.
Family Movies worth screening this season

The Nativity Story (2006), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than what it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.
The First Christmas (1998) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes. (Buy it off the web as it’s hard to find in NZ – there’s one cheap copy in Manna, Invercargill – be quick!)
The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The 
Complete Third Series. The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Advent Station - Buying stuff for Jesus’ birthday
Set up “stations” around your church and allow 5-10 minutes for this activity. The number you set up will depend on the size of your congregation. Download and print the poster “where did I say that you should buy so much stuff to celebrate my birthday” from www.buynothingchristmas.org and the page from the Walmart catalogue. Print off some of the gift certificates from the last page of this “10 minutes”.  
At each station you will need the instructions, a copy of the poster, a copy of the catalogue page, a pile of the gift coupons and pencils. Print the instructions below large spread over 2 A4 sheets:
Reflect

Look at the poster... and at the Christmas catalogue 

The poster is from “Buy Nothing Christmas” which was started by Canadian Mennonites who desire to change the way Christmas is seen as just an invitation to buy stuff.

The ad’ comes from a Walmart catalogue (their policy is to not use the word ‘Christmas’ in the catalogue)

Stop and think

Why do people buy so much stuff at Christmas?

What is good about that?
What is bad about that?

Read from the Bible

Jesus said, “Don't store up treasures on earth! Moths and rust can destroy them, and thieves can break in and steal them. Instead, store up your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy them, and thieves cannot break in and steal them.”  Matthew 6.19&20

Reflect

Sometimes gifts that require no finance (but some effort) are more meaningful and treasured than the stuff we buy. As we show our love by spending time with others, God is present among us. Think of something you can do for someone as a Christmas gift.

Make

A gift coupon using the blanks on the table. Some ideas... 

This coupon entitles you to:

· A batch of biscuits baked by me

· A day out fishing with me

· A free evening of child care

· A dessert made by me

· A back massage

· Breakfast in bed

Pray

Say a one or two sentence prayer for the person you’ve thought about giving to this Christmas.  

eg. 
Dear God

I pray for_________ .  I pray that____________

Amen.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	As I write this, the newspaper is full of the engagement of Prince William to Kate Middleton. Apart from the general fascination with royalty, and our voyeuristic tendency to want to peek into other people’s personal lives, there is a feeling that, if we are going to carry on with royalty at all, we need a new generation of royalty. Some would say that the old Queen has served her purpose. Despite the occasional public stumbling of her husband she always carries herself with dignity and appropriate moderation. But the days of the stiff upper lip and the plum in your mouth do belong to a past generation. Unfortunately Charles, the next in line for the throne, doesn’t seem to cut the mustard when it comes to meeting the requirements of a twenty-first century monarch. But take handsome, stylish, techo-savvy William with his photogenic bride-to-be and there you’d have a couple who could revive the British Empire. The world would be transfixed if it could watch the coronation of William. A New King like that would make all the difference. 
At the time of the writing of our passage from Isaiah today, things were looking pretty bleak for Judah. They had a king, Ahaz. But Ahaz was in dread fear of the great Assyrian power and decided at great cost, to ignore the prophet’s warnings and put the country into a hundred years of subordination to the Assyrian Empire. This was supposedly in return for protection against their other foes. The subsequent drain on resources painfully weakened the country. And, if all that wasn’t bad enough, Ahab himself abandoned the worship of the Lord God and followed the evil practices his adversary. He even sacrificed his own son as a burnt offering to their gods. What the country really needed was a New King. In Isaiah’s world a New King would mean new hope. Of course not any sort of king would do. They needed a new ruler to lead into a better future. 

Isaiah had a vision, a wonderful dream. He told about it in his prophecy in chapter 11. There will be a New King and his rule will transcend anything that anyone had imagined. Under his rule the world will be a place where people live at peace and all the things that threaten people will be removed. You won’t have to worry about your children anymore because they will be safe and secure. The New King will have a heart for the poor and disadvantaged and will look after their needs. His desire will be to see justice rule. The good news is that it’s picture of what God does intend for the world. The picture begins to take shape with a baby born in Bethlehem. 

The Christmas story is a story of hope. Jesus was born to be the New King and bring hope and peace to the world. We sure do need hope in our world today. Our news is full of wars, alliances, rising and falling world powers, poverty, AIDS, malaria and injustice. All these things cry out for a new sort of rule. While the prophet shares with us an idyllic dream of a new future on a redeemed earth, Jesus calls us to start living this future now. 
The reading from Romans today tells us that we have a responsibility to begin to carry on the work of justice and hospitality that was begun by King Jesus. We are to be those who welcome all people. Which leads us to ask, who are those that need a special welcome in our neighbourhood? New immigrants? Those struggling with difficulties? Mental health issues? Family problems? What can we do to make them especially welcome this Christmas? Are there those who would otherwise be alone that you can invite into your Christmas meal at your home or church?
We are to begin living under the rule of this New King by living in harmony with one another. When Paul wrote his letter to Rome, his advice was a real challenge for the Roman Christians who were trying to accommodate the Christian Jews. The cultural mix was fraught with difficulty. It is also a challenge for us today, as we’ve never had such a cultural mix in our churches. As Christian communities we bring together followers of Jesus with quite different world-views. There is an enormous potential here for us to show the world the power of the gospel to bring unity. On the other hand, there is also potential for us to retreat into our cultural ghettoes and declare that the way we’ve always done things is the only way.

If the situation in our world and neighbourhood is troubled and needs to see the signs of a New King, the same is true of us individually. We run around seeking satisfaction in relationships, possessions and activities - only to find ourselves feeling empty and restless. It was Augustine in the fourth century who said of the Lord, “you made us for yourself and our hearts find no peace until they rest in you.” The thought is echoed by Charles Wesley in his Advent hymn: “Come, Thou long expected Jesus…let us find our rest in you.” We need a new ruler, a new king. And the Christmas story is of the man who came from God to be that ruler. We can crown him King of our own lives this Christmas. 


	Illustrations / Stories
	German American artist Frtiz Eichenberg (1901-1990) has an interesting woodcut called The Peaceable Kingdom. Edward Hicks (1780-1849) also depicts this passage in his painting by the same name but uses it to include his hopes of peace and harmony (background) held by the American settlers. What are our dreams for the peaceable kingdom? How can we paint our story into this picture?
A gift for royalty

According to the Guardian, Queen Elizabeth II has been given many strange gifts. Among the weirdest would have to be:
Two bars of Tilley's "Timid Joe" Dog Soap given during a tour of the old Australian mining town of Ballarat in Victoria.
Two baby hippos, presented on a state visit to Liberia.
A whale tooth, presented by Fiji's Prime Minister in apology for the island becoming a republic.
A solid silver box containing a live baby crocodile, given on a trip to Gambia. The Queen's private secretary had to keep the reptile in his bath tub.

We think a lot about buying gifts at this time of year. What is an appropriate gift to give to the King of kings?


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Always there’s a carol  HIOS 6
Angels, from the realms of glory MHB 119: WOV 235; H&P 92; CMP 35; S2 631
At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Born in the night, Mary's child  H&P 95; CMP 62
Christ triumphant, ever reigning CMP 77; S2 655 
Come now Lord Jesus AA 21ii
Come, thou long expected Jesus  MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
Hail, Jesus, you’re my king SIS 650; S1 140

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204

Hark the herald angels sing MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106: CMP 211; S1 144
I cannot tell why he whom angels worship MHB 809; H&P 238; S1 199

Lo! he comes with clouds descending  MHB 264: WOV 201; H&P 241; CMP 424;  

   S1 324
Look toward Christmas  COC 30
May they be one WHV 50
Of the Father's love begotten MHB 83; WOV 215; H&P 79; 
O come, O come, Immanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P85; CMP 493
Once in royal David's city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539
Unto us a boy is born WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714

When the child is at the centre HIOS 149
Hope is our Song instrumental backing on CD

This CD will be especially useful to groups that struggle to find musicians. It contains 29 of the HIOS hymns (including Always there’s carol; Now the star of Christmas; No, I’ve never seen an angel) The cost of the CD is $20.00 posted.
Send your orders to: Roald and Lucy Barthow email 
or post to:

REM and AL Barthow 
212 Reservoir Road 
Thames 3500 
Cheques should be made out to REM and AL Barthow.



	Prayers
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	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the second Advent candle

We wait for the New King

who will treat the poor and needy

with fairness and justice,

whose word will be law 

everywhere in the land,

and whose kingdom 

will be a kingdom of peace.

God of light

let your light shine,

so that our dreams for a better world 

may be realised.

(Light the second candle)

A Prayer about the Birth of Love
Love is always born. Michael Leung
This is but the beginning of the birthpangs. Mark 13.8

Creator God,

The new era of history is like 
the gasp of breath as a baby is born.

For all conscious life has breath, 
and is characterised by spirit.

We thank you for the creation of mind and spirit, 
making us persons, reflecting your image.

Forgive us when we mask ourselves to hide our spirit.

Forgive us when we stand on the spirit of others.
Forgive us when we erect barriers to our need for love.

Midwife God,

The birth of a new history 
can come only through struggle.

Yours is a labour of love, 
evoking our deepest urges 
and out most basic instincts, 
in the pain of a new creation.

This is not a time for cosmetics or surrogacy,
nor wild unscientific speculation of the future; 
rather it is an invitation to participate 
in creation at the deepest level, 
as love and happiness are born.

Let the turquoise blue of the iceberg, 
the scenarios of global warming, 
and the impotence of technology before the tsunami and the hurricane, 
remind us of the fragility of life, 
and the precious gift of the crucified One. Amen
John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (used with permission)
Collect

God of all holiness,
your promises stand unshaken through all generations

and you lift up all who are burdened and brought low:

renew our hope in you, 

as we wait for the coming in glory of Jesus Christ, 

our Judge and our Saviour, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. Amen.
The Methodist Worship Book
Call to Worship based on Isaiah 11.1-10 

Psalm 72.17-19 (CEV)
   May the glory of the king 

   shine brightly forever 

   like the sun in the sky. 

   Let him make nations prosper 

   and learn to praise him. 

   Lord God of Israel, 

   we praise you. 

   Only you can work miracles. 

   We will always praise 

   your glorious name. 

   Let your glory be seen 

   everywhere on earth. 

   Amen. 



	Children
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	Get some gold card and cut it into strips. Cut zig-zag shapes along one edge to make crowns. Staple the ends together so they fit the children. Wear the crowns and pretend to be queens and kings. 
If you were a queen or a king of the land, what rules would you make? 
If you could order anything that you wanted because of your position, what would you get? 

Where would you live? 

What would you eat?

What would you do for your family and friends?

Would you still want those things if there wasn’t enough money in the country to provide for everyone, and it meant that some people we’re very poor?
Jesus was born to be king. The sort of Kingdom he wants is one where “the poor and needy will be treated with fairness” (Isaiah 11.4). He wants us to live in his Kingdom now and start to make this happen . (This would be a good time to mention the CWS Christmas Appeal as a way of raising money to help the needy. The theme for this year’s appeal is “Share the Care”. It aims to highlight the value of health and healing and seeks to help families in need to eat better, drink safe water and enjoy better heath. If your children have CWS Advent calendars remind them to keep putting coins in the slots.)



	PowerPoint
	Crowns and babies
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish or to reproduce for commercial gain.
For more information on this and other resources, contact Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz or 09 525 4179 (w)

[image: image6.jpg]” on a Tuesday




Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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