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Sunday 4 April 2010

Living: Embracing our Future

(Easter Sunday)
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Isaiah 65:17-25 God promises a new heaven and a new earth where suffering has no place and prosperity is the order of the day.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 A Psalm that celebrates what God has done:  “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Acts 10:34-43 Peter tells Cornelius and others the story of Jesus – the gospel breaks out of Judaism and reaches the Gentiles.  

John 20:1-18 John’s account of the resurrection is filled with drama – disciples running, Mary crying, people believing without understanding, seeing without recognizing…


	Introduction / Summary
	Easter Sunday is a time to celebrate new life.  It represents hope, the power of love over sin and death.  However, that new life does not always come easily.  It may take time to establish itself in our lives or to find expression in our living.  Like Mary we fail to recognise Jesus, and like the disciples we often believe without understanding.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	The well known Easter refrain should be well used on this day - Leader: Christ is Risen!  People:  He is Risen indeed!
If you used the wilting petals on Good Friday, you may want to scatter some bright yellow petals down the isle of your church, across the front and at the foot of the cross.

If you used the nails and the words “crucify Him” on Friday, give each person a small piece of white cloth (representing the grave clothes) as they enter church.  Towards the end of the service invite people forward to place their cloth in the nail boxes.  As they do so, say to them – “Christ is risen! Your future is secure.”

A variation on the well used theme of white flowers being placed on the resurrection cross is to give each person a small Easter egg.  At the appropriate time everyone eats their chocolate egg and then brings the wrapper to be pinned or nailed to the cross.  This leaves a bright celebration cross that celebrates all of life.




	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Just as sin can enter our lives slowly (see Good Friday’s resource), so too with new life.  Like a new day dawning, Christ leads us out of darkness into light.  Like seeds sprouting, Christ grows new things within us.  Some changes are dramatic and sudden, but most take time to establish themselves.  Like Mary, we do not recognize Him at first, and like the disciples who believe without understanding it takes time for the full meaning of what we believe to take root within us.

So often we look for life and meaning in the wrong places: winning the lotto, getting a promotion, tying ourselves to a particular tradition…  It is as if our future will be determined by something ‘out there’.

For those in the resurrection story, however, their future is forever changed by their encounter with the resurrected Jesus.  He calls Mary by name.  He visits the disciples with an offer of peace.  They see the world in a new way.  The tomb is now a place of life, not of death; a place of hope and not despair; a place of joy, not grief.  All because they encounter Jesus there.  They may not recognize Him at first, or even understand what is happening, but slowly things change.  They stand at the crossroads and discover that the impossible has occurred:  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  And, as the reading from Acts points out, that new life is on offer to all people not only the Jews – the impossible has indeed occurred!

As we face our future, perhaps the key will be to let Christ meet us at the crossroads that we too may discover that the impossible may occur.

So, embracing our future involves faith:

Faith believes without understanding (vv8,9) – often I know that I believe, not always what I believe.  Belief is often more ‘persuasive’ than understanding e.g. we know that the common cold is the result of a virus, but we pass on the belief that we will catch a cold by going outside in the wet or wind.  Perhaps faith is not so much about certainty as it is about hope.

Faith is constantly unfolding – Mary is on a journey with Jesus.  It began before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, included the anointing of His feet with expensive oil and her faithful presence at the cross as He died.  She loved Him, gave herself to Him and for Him but still she fails to recognize Him until He calls her by name.   There is always more to discover, even for those who have been on the road of faith for many years.

Faith changes the way we see things – the fact that Christ was risen changes everything.  It takes a while, but the disciples are transformed from upper room cowards into courageous, preaching evangelists.  Anything is possible.  

Jesus asks Mary two good questions that are worth considering v15):
Why are you crying? 

Who are you looking for?  

These two questions could form the foundation of a powerful pastoral sermon that explores the pain of our lives and the places/people we look to for comfort.  




	Illustrations / Stories
	A touch lamp that gets brighter with each added touch is a useful visual aid for this story – sometimes we need another touch to really see (Mary did, so did Peter and John).

Sharing a personal story of believing without understanding could be helpful – some time in your life when faith did not make sense, but felt right…  When you knew that you had to respond in a certain way because of some inner conviction.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Music

As a call to worship:  Purcell’s “Sons of Art” is a great classical piece of music that calls us to “celebrate this triumphant day.”
Hymns

Christ the Lord is risen today (MHB 204; WOV 290; H&P 193)
Low in the grave He lay (MHB 211; H&P 202; CMP 453)

Thine be the glory (MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212)

Crown Him with many crowns (MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255)

I know that my Redeemer lives (MHB 235; WOV 299; H&P 196)

Because you live, O Christ (AA 7)

Christ is alive (AA 15)

We are an Easter people (AA 146)

Songs
Lord I lift Your name on high (CMP 881; S1 330)

Come on and celebrate (CMP 99; S1 75)

You are beautiful beyond description (CMP 788; S1 589)

All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord (CMP 14; S1 8)



	Prayers
	A possible call to worship (from liturgyoutside.net:)
Resurrection starts  
with the cry of grief,  
an empty place,  
a familiar voice.

It's tiny... like the fingers of a newborn.  
Seemingly insignificant... like the grain that lands in the clam's open mouth.  
'Often overlooked...  like the leaf bud on the tree.
Christ has risen.  
Waiting for us to take notice.  
Christ has risen.  
Waiting for us to respond.  
Christ has risen.  
Christ has risen indeed!
A prayer of thanksgiving (source unknown):

Most resilient God, Source of all that is eternally raised up, 

we give you thanks for your unspeakable gift of Christ Jesus.

 

Wonderful the fingers that anointed blind eyes,

         the hands that gently touched lepers,

         the arms that embraced little children.

 

Wonderful the smile that welcomed outcastes,

         the frown that rebuked the arrogant,

         the tongue that told parables of grace.

 

Wonderful the courage that led to Jerusalem,

         the faith that agonized in Gethsemane,

         the love that suffered at Golgotha.

 

Wonderful the lips that gave the Easter greeting,

         the mercy which restored ashamed disciples,

         the joy with which he filled them all.

 

Wonderful is the Saviour who has brought us here today,

         filled with wonder, love and praise.

 

	Children


	An Easter egg hunt of small eggs hidden in the church (during one of the hymns?) can work well.  The lesson – sometimes you have to look for good things – go find them, they don’t just come to you.  There are treasures in church!

Do the ‘science experiment’ of how to tell if an egg is cooked.  Spin the egg on a flat surface. Stop it spinning with your finger and release it immediately.  If it starts to move again it is uncooked.  If it stays still it is cooked.  Easter is God’s way of saying nothing with stop me!  Even death.  I will keep moving, keep loving… 

The children’s prayer could focus on the good things of Easter – from chocolate to family, from Easter egg hunts to bright colours and happy memories.



	PowerPoint
	Open doorways with beams of light streaming through can work well for Easter Sunday.
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  

For more information on this and other resources, 

contact Andre le Roux at andrel@methodist.org.nz 

or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
