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Sunday 29 August 2010
Humility & Hospitality 

Pentecost 14
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Jeremiah 2.4-13 The Lord reminds his people of how he has led them and then he accuses them of abandoning him. “You have rejected me the source of life giving water, and have tried to collect water in cracked and leaking pits dug in the ground.” 
Psalm 81.1, 10-16 The Lord asks his people to listen to him and promises to reward those that do.
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16 It pleases God when we praise and serve him. We serve him by helping others. “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.”
Luke 14.1, 7-14 Jesus uses a dinner party at the home of an important person to give a lesson about status and power. “If you put yourself above others you will be put down. If you humble yourself you will be exalted.”


	Introduction / Summary
	Continuing in the stream from Luke’s gospel, our reading today divides into two parts:

Part 1 Humility v7-11. Jesus comments on the seating arrangements at a dinner party where he is guest. In the kingdom of God service is more important than status. It is a reminder that the attitude that keeps me up, whether it be with regards to wealth or status, is the same attitude that keeps others down. According the Luke, this is a “parable” v7.
Part 2 Hospitality v12-14. Jesus tells of a better way to give a dinner party. In Luke we often find Jesus at the meal table. The meal table becomes a metaphor for life in the kingdom of God. The Hebrews reading supports this theme well.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Today’s passage from Luke brings us face to face with the upside-down kingdom as expounded by Jesus. Make no mistake, the teaching of Jesus here is seditious in that it undermines and destabilises the authority of the established order. “The exalted will be humbled and the humble will be exalted,” he says in our reading today (Luke 14.11). The passage has echoes of Mary’s remarkable song in Luke 1.51 -52, “he has scattered the proud... He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.” The theme is repeated in the parable of the Great Feast (Luke 18) where it is “the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame” that share table at the Master’s house. Donald Kraybill’s book The Upside-down Kingdom (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1978) is well worth reading if you want to take a closer look at this theme and its practical and ethical implications.
Imagine a ladder with everyone clinging to a rung according to their status in the world. Where are you placed in the view of others in society? Where are you placed in the view of others in the church? Where are your friends on the ladder? Who is at the top? Who is at the bottom? Hold on tight. Jesus takes the ladder and turns it in the air and places it on the ground upside-down. Now we have God’s view of who is at the top and who is at the bottom!
A couple of comedy movies come to mind as dealing light-heartedly with the theme of the tables being turned so that unexpected person is in a position of status:
Trading places (1983). Dan Ackroyd and Eddie Murphy play characters at the top and bottom of the social ladder that change places.

Legally Blonde (2001). Reese Witherspoon plays the classic dumb blonde who makes good as a Harvard law student.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Set a table at the front of the church for a dinner party or (if you are following the children’s suggestion below) a birthday party: plates, food, party hats, balloons. Give everyone a blank invitation card with their church newsletter. Before the end of the service draw attention to the invitation card. The card is to serve as a reminder of today’s message in the week ahead. Pause for a moment of prayer and ask God to bring into the thoughts of everyone present the name of some person who could be really encouraged by being shown hospitality. Set it as a goal for the week ahead to invite that person around or ask them out for a coffee.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	We must not let our familiarity with this story detract from noticing just how provocative Jesus is being. As the synagogue’s guest speaker he is invited back to dinner after the service to the home of a leader of the Pharisees. This leader is a very important person. There is nothing subtle about Jesus comments on the seating order. He is direct and cutting, and no doubt caused great offense to his host and the other guests.  “Jesus saw how the guests had tried to take the best seats. So he told them: ‘When you are invited to a wedding feast don’t sit in the best place...’” (Luke 17.7-8). 
One suspects that social conventions, so far as seating arrangements at a function, have not changed much. His comments reflect just as much on attitudes in our own day as they did in the ancient Middle East. We can clearly hear Jesus calling to us…
Jesus calls us to be humble
In what ways do people vie for status today? 

Wealth: We live in a materialistic age and status is often defined by the things we own, such as the car we drive and the house we live in.
Beauty: Advertisers are constantly pressuring us to make an impact by the way we look and dress. There is status in youth and beauty. There are so many products sold to middle-aged people to make them “look younger” it is surprising that most don’t have the appearance of infants by now!  

Grasping for positions of influence and power: Generally people are put into positions of influence because their ability to achieve in a particular area has been recognised. However, the temptation comes to everyone who is given a position of authority (whether it be at work, at church, or anywhere else) to see it as status. 
Achievements: We idolize those who have outstanding athleticism, or musical ability, as well as those with artistic or academic ability. What a hard row to hoe there is for those who achieve fame in these areas!
Are we drawn to people who have achieved recognized status? Do we give them preferential treatment in our church? Do we covet that sort of status for ourselves? Jesus says that, in his view, it is the humble that are honoured and those that put themselves above others will be brought down.
The true ministers of God are those that humbly serve. In this we are reminded of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and saying, “I have set the example and you should do for each other exactly what I have done for you.” (John 13.15)
Jesus calls us to be hospitable

I cannot help but think that it is actually a great compliment when someone says accusingly that the church is full of nutters. If, as the community of God’s people here on earth, we are giving a place of belonging to those who are misfits then we are following Jesus’ teaching in this passage. The local church should be the place where those with emotional and relational difficulties, those with addictions, handicaps and illnesses find a home. If the church is full only of respectable, up-standing people who are balanced and secure, then we have missed the Gospel call somewhere!
So it is that Jesus gives instructions about how to throw a dinner party. He advises his hearers to think of inviting the kind of people that are in no position to invite you back in return. When you invite your friends and family around for a meal, they will invite you back, and that is your reward. When you invite the poor and the outcast they can’t pay you back, but heaven’s reward awaits. 
It is God’s welcome to the down and out that truly is Good News. God’s attention and bias is toward the lowest and the neediest, and this is where our attention also needs to be. Here more than anywhere we understand the true nature of grace.


	Illustrations / Stories
	The early church (rightly) took this teaching of Jesus quite literally. In a document called  "Didascalia" from Antioch in the year ca.230 this instruction is included: "If a poor person comes into the assembly, and there are no seats available, the bishop must give up his seat and let the poor person sit there." (The teaching of Peace in Early Christian Liturgies by Taylor Burton-Edwards will give you all the details p46)
“Children do not make social distinctions among people. They don’t place people into boxes. One child when asked what the President of the United States does quickly replied, ‘He goes to the bathroom.’ They don’t play the normal social rules. They are friendly to strangers. They learn racist and ethnic slurs from their parents. Color, nationality, title, and social position mean nothing to the very young child.” The Upside-down Kingdom (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1978) p274.
Jesus’ instructions are actioned by many churches that host a Christmas meal for the lonely, unemployed, beneficiaries, new immigrants and others who may be feeling isolated in their community.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Beloved let us love (Bonar) MHB 444

Beloved let us love (Garratt) SIS 125

Blest are the pure in heart MHB 950; H&P 724; WOV 376

For everyone born   FFS  17

How much   HIOS  63

I the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246
Jesus is King and I will extol CMP 366; S1 283

Let there be love shared CMP 411; SIS 322
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; H&P 704; WOV 541; CMP 501; S1 391
Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord H&P 86; WOV 109; CMP 631; S1 471
There’s a place where the streets shine CMP 1011; S1 498

The trumpets sound the angels sing CMP 667; S1 506
When I needed a neighbour were you there WOV 558

You came from heaven to earth CMP 881; S1 330

	Prayers
	Call to worship
Sing joyfully to God, our strength.
Shout happily to the God of Jacob.
Begin a psalm, and strike a tambourine.
Play lyres and harps with their pleasant music.
Psalm 81.1-2
Holy God, 

you liberate the oppressed 
and make a way of salvation.

Unite us with all who cry for justice,

and lead us together into freedom;

through our Lord and liberator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
From The Methodist Worship Book
With all who are sincere, 

   you, Lord God, are sincere, 

   but you treat the unfaithful 

   as their deeds deserve. 

 You rescue the humble, 

   but you put down all 

   who are proud. 

 You, Lord God, 

   keep my lamp burning 

   and turn darkness to light.

You are honest and merciful, 

   and you teach sinners 

   how to follow your path. 

 You lead humble people 

   to do what is right 

   and to stay on your path. 

In everything you do, 

   you are kind and faithful 

   to everyone who keeps 

   their agreement with you.

 Though you are above us all, 

   you care for humble people, 

   and you keep a close watch 

   on everyone who is proud. 

With your own powerful arm 

   you keep us safe. 

You, Lord, give victory 

   to those who are humble. 



	Children


	Talk to the children about birthday parties. Who likes going to parties? Are the best ones the big ones or the small ones? (In our day when everything seems to get bigger, it’s not a bad thing to talk of the advantages of going small. ie you get to talk to everyone, you can remember who gave you what etc) Would you rather go out to a party (to the park or McDonalds etc) or have it at home? Children will quickly relate to the drama of who to invite to a birthday party. Most feel they should invite those who invited them to theirs.... and will want to invite those whose parties they’d like to attend.   

Jesus has some different ideas about who to invite in our story today. He said to look out for those who don’t normally get invited to parties. Are there children you know who are not so popular? Maybe they won’t be able to invite you back... but have you thought about trying to include one or two of these on your birthday list. Read Luke 14.12-14.   



	PowerPoint
	Dinner party or birthday party theme. Balloons, cake. 
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  

For more information on this and other resources, 

contact Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz
or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 






