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Sunday 26 September 2010
Help for the poor
Pentecost 18
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15 Jeremiah buys his cousin’s field even though he is imprisoned and the land is under Babylonian occupation. This was to show that God would fulfil his promise that the land would be returned and the city of Jerusalem rebuilt.
Psalm 91.1-6, 14-16 The Lord is a refuge and a fortress. He protects those who go to him in time of danger.
1 Timothy 6.6-19 Godliness brings contentment, but a desire for riches is destructive. “The love of money is the source of all kinds of evil.”
Luke 16.19-31 Jesus tells the story of a rich man who is confronted by a poor beggar called Lazarus. The rich man’s hard-hearted response has unforeseen consequences when the Great Reversal takes place.
If you are following the Season of Creation, this Sunday is Cosmos Sunday. Resources can be found at www.seasonofcreation.com


	Introduction / Summary
	The lectionary stream from Luke’s gospel keeps hitting hard at passages relating to our attitude to finances and the demand to help the poor. These are major themes of Luke. Such thoughts reach a climax in chapter 18 (in a passage which will not be covered by the lectionary in this year) when Jesus blatantly declares "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” and the disciples in exasperation respond, “Who then can be saved?”  

The reading from 1 Timothy today complements the message of the parable and gives a series of clear and practical instructions about how to live in an age of materialism: Help everyone, be generous, share what you have... “this will lay a solid foundation for the future” (1 Timothy 6.18 &19).


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Today’s parable is only found in Luke’s gospel and it has some unique features. It is the only parable with named characters. (There’s Lazarus, which is also the name of one of Jesus’ friends. Perhaps it is significant, given the resurrection motif of this story, that this other Lazarus was raised from the dead. The name ‘Dives’ is often used of the rich man, but he is not named in the text. Dives is simply the Latin rendering of ‘rich man’ in the Latin Vulgate Bible. Then, of course, there’s Abraham.)  While most parables are stories that arise from the day to day events of those listening to Jesus, this story focuses on a conversation that takes place in the afterlife. I have heard the parable preached as a description of heaven and hell but we should note that this is a parable. While it certainly contains a note of future accountability, Jesus is using Jewish imagery to make a point about God’s requirement for compassion and justice.

"[Martin Luther King] said that any religion that is not concerned about the poor and disadvantaged, 'the slums that damn them, the economic conditions that strangle them and the social conditions that cripple them[,] is a spiritually moribund religion awaiting burial.' In his 'Dream' speech, my father paraphrased the prophet Amos, saying, 'We will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.'"

- Martin Luther King III, president and chief executive of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change (Read the whole article at source: Washington Post 25 August 2010) 

Brooke Fraser’s song Albertine tells, in a poignant way, the responsibility we carry for those who suffer in our world – even though they may be “across a distant sea.”  Read the lyrics
Television – I love money. 
In a rather sad comment on Western civilisation we now have an American reality TV programme called “I love money” screening in New Zealand. According to the producers participants are pitted in a cutthroat competition where they can  “sharpen their backstabbing skills in the fight for their fortune”. A 3rd and 4th season have been filmed but screening has been held up after news reports of a cast member’s involvement in a murder and suicide.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Tape a grain of rice to each copy of your newsletter or order of service sheet. Rice is the staple crop of so many of the nations that are suffering from food shortage at present.  The grain of rice is a reminder of the issues of poverty and injustice that confront us today. 
Perhaps the nation that is presently worst hit by food shortage is Niger (French - pronounce ‘nee-zher’, rhymes with Pierre). Their staple crop is rice. According to UN statistics (the human development index), Niger is the world’s poorest country. It was the poorest country before the present double disaster. Drought and crop failure earlier this year was compounded in late August by the worst flooding in more than 80 years. While the current crisis is out of sight for most in the West, in Niger it could cost a whole generation. Niger may for us be the Lazarus we are ignoring under our table. In a world that does produce enough food to feed everyone, the issue is one of justice. Read about Niger 


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	See the need

The rich man in the story does not act with any animosity towards poor Lazarus. He doesn’t try to shoo him away from his gate, or to prevent him for attempting to recover the food that fell from his table. His problem was that he seemed to be completely unaware of the Lazarus’s plight. And he was as unconcerned as he was unaware. It seems what did occupy his thoughts was providing for himself with the finest clothing and finest cuisine.  

But, says Jesus, his ignorance was no excuse for him. And nor is it for anyone else, because the imperative of caring for the poor is there for everyone to see in Moses and the prophets. The turn of phrase “Moses and the prophets” for the Jews meant the Scriptures.  From them we could cite text upon text declaring the need for justice for the poor. Note especially the year of Jubilee in the books of Moses (Leviticus 25) when slaves were to be freed and debts cancelled and the demand for justice for the poor repeated in by the prophets (“you push aside the needy in the gate” Amos 5.12).
This is the only parable with named characters and it is significant that Lazarus mans “God Helps”. God’s heart is to help the needy therefore it must be our concern.

The growing divide between rich and poor is our problem. There is an enormous disparity between rich and poor nations. In addition, according to the UN Development Programme, New Zealand ranks in the top six nations of the world with regards to the gap between rich and poor within our land. Inequality, according to research is an important factor behind dysfunctional societies. Do we see the needs that exist around us? The rich man in Jesus’ parable simply didn’t! Amazingly, even after his death when the Great Reversal has taken place, he still doesn’t get it! He’s still focused on his own importance and only views Lazarus as someone that he can get to run around helping him.

Do something
The first step is to see the need. But we can’t just leave it there. The requirement of followers of Jesus is to be the hands and feet that put into action God’s compassion and welcome of the poor and needy. God helps… and he does it through us. The evil of the rich man in Jesus’ story was that he did nothing. 
The intention of the story is to focus our attention on our own requirement to be involved in acts of compassion. On an international scale, we in New Zealand are the rich. In our reading from Timothy today Paul says “remind the rich to be generous and share what they have” (1 Timothy 6.18). We all must ask,  “what projects, people, agencies and ministries are supported by me and my local church that show an expression of genuine compassion to the poor?” 
As soon as we get involved we realize that, in the strange network that makes up the global economy, our own lifestyle choices have impact on people across the globe. Helping the poor means much more than just giving to our favourite charity, as good as this may be. Justice always has political implications. It also means to support ethical investments and fair trade, to seek to be good stewards of the environment and to achieve consumption levels that are sustainable
Look at the evidence
In Luke 16 we find Jesus on the way to his appointment with destiny in Jerusalem. Just three chapters forward from the story of Lazarus and the rich man Jesus enters Jerusalem and the events of his trial and death begin to unfold. In this context we cannot help but read Abraham’s comment in the parable, “they will not be convinced even if someone were to rise from death” (Luke 16.31) as a forward look to Jesus’ own resurrection. So it is that we have a story within the story. Jesus is speaking to the religious leaders and his resurrection from the dead still will not convince them of this upside-down kingdom where the poor are given honour. 
And, for that matter, it doesn’t convince many people today. Yet the focus of Christian faith is on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The world-wide church bears witness to the resurrected Christ. In the action of God raising Jesus from the grave lies the hope of re-creation for us and for our world. 


	Illustrations / Stories
	A man whose business interests had performed well had taken considerable care to plan for his retirement. He had been able to save enough to retire with a very low maintenance modern home in the city and another at the beach, just a short drive away. His family admired his careful planning. But when he eventually did pass on, at a good old age, they were even more surprised at the plans he left for his funeral. He had purchased a bank of plots at the local graveyard and instructed that a digger should excavate a hole big enough for him to be buried while sitting at the driver’s seat of his favourite car, a 7 Series BMW! On the day of the funeral friends and family gathered to the graveside to watch as a crane carefully lowered the car, with the deceased at the wheel, into the over-sized grave. As the spectacle proceeded his grandson was heard to say, “Wow, that’s living!”


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Beauty for brokenness CMP 806; S1 37

Be thou my vision MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50

Blessed are the pure in heart MHB 950; WOV 376; H&P 724; CMP 58

Christ is the world’s light H&P 455

Christ is the world’s true light WOV 179; H&P 456

Father, Lord of all creation WOV 576

Give to the winds thy fears MHB 507 Pt 2

Jesus God’s righteousness revealed CMP 996; S1 278

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; S1 297; CMP 382

Make me a channel of your peace H&P 776; CMP 456; S1 348
Make poverty history (see below)

Mercy flows S3 1434

Show me how to stand for justice S3 1503

Touch the earth lightly  AA 143

Wisdom be our guide HIOS 156

Make Poverty History

How did it come to be

Relentless poverty,

disease and death?

It will be our world’s shame

If we can not attain

Justice to ease the pain

Hope to ignite.

What must the nations do?

Let hope be born anew, 

Relieve the debt!

Deal with the crippling yoke,

Of which the prophets spoke,

Let children live in hope,

Set families free.

What must our nation do?

Work for a trade review,

Let trade be fair!

Deal with those laws that say

Wealth must hold powerful sway,

Put an end to that day,

Let justice reign!

O God, can it now be

time for true equity?

Actions not words!

Give strength to those who meet

This evil to defeat;

Let poverty retreat,  

For this we pray.

Tune: Moscow (Hymns & Psalms 29, WOV 61)

© Norman E. Brookes



	Prayers
	Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
where there is injury, pardon
where there is despair, hope
where there is darkness, light
where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master

grant that I may not so much

seek to be consoled as to console

to be understood as to understand

to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned

it is in dying that we are born again

to eternal life.
Prayer for Niger   (With response inspired by Amos 5.24)
Lord God we come with heavy hearts

to pray for Niger, a land in desperate need

Let there be a mighty flood of justice

– a torrent of doing good
We pray for those that have no food

and for the children who are malnourished

Let there be a mighty flood of justice

– a torrent of doing good
We pray for the feeding centres
and those that give of their time and talents to staff them

Let there be a mighty flood of justice

– a torrent of doing good
We pray for foreign development aid to be put into long term projects 
like agriculture, irrigation, family planning and education.
Let there be a mighty flood of justice

– a torrent of doing good
And we pray for ourselves
that our eyes would be open to the needs of this land

and our hearts open to respond

Let there be a mighty flood of justice

– a torrent of doing good 

Amen

Call to Worship
Come let us praise the Lord our God

who is our refuge and place of safety.
When the storms of life are raging

trust in him 
and he will spread his wings over you
and keep you secure.

Call on him 
and he will answer.
Based on Psalm 91



	Children


	You will need a big cup of rice, some paper cups and a packet of chocolate sprats (small chocolate fish). 

Show the cup of rice to the children and talk about how important rice is. It grows in just about every country and is a very important crop because 2 out of every 3 people in the world eat rice. In many countries a shortage of rice means that people will die from starvation. Usually people cook it by boiling it and a cup of rice like this swells up when it’s cooked and can feed a whole family. 
Today’s story from the Bible is about a man who was rich and had plenty of food - more than enough for himself and lots of other people too. At the front of his house was another man who was very poor and didn’t have anything to eat. What do you think the man with plenty of food should do? Do you know what he did? Instead of sharing, the rich man kept all his food for himself... and the poor man starved. 

Give out the paper cups - one to each to the children. Put a little of your rice in each cup to show that there is enough for everyone to have some when it is shared around. This is how God wants the people on this planet to share, so that there is enough for everyone. Of course, if it’s available, most people would rather eat their rice with meat or fish. 
Bring out your bag of chocolate sprats (that has been hidden from view) and give one each to the children. If the children are returning to the service or staying in, you could collect the rice back up and put it in a rice cooker (mixed with an equal quantity of water) to show how much rice it makes.


	PowerPoint
	Rice would make a good background to symbolise the need for us to respond to the current food crisis.
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish or to reproduce for commercial gain.
For more information on this and other resources, contact Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 






