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Sunday 22 August 2010
Compassion and Healing
Pentecost 13
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Jeremiah 1.4-10: The Lord chooses Jeremiah to be his prophet, but Jeremiah protests that he is not qualified for such a task.
Psalm 71.1-6: This psalm has an expression of confidence in God and plea for his protection. “You are my mighty rock and my fortress.”
Hebrews 12.18-29: The writer to the Hebrews brings us to a vision of God in his heaven and warns that everything on earth will be shaken. Therefore we are called to be obedient and to invest in those things that cannot be shaken.
Luke 13:10-17: Jesus upsets a religious leader by healing a crippled woman on the Sabbath.


	Introduction / Summary
	The passage that we come to in Luke this week brings us to one of the many gospel stories that tell of Jesus healing ministry. On this occasion his actions put him into conflict with the synagogue leader who can only see that Jesus, by healing on the Sabbath, is infringing the Sabbath regulations. It is a classic case of compassion verses legalism that has echoes into our own time. Followers of Jesus are to be motivated by compassion and today’s lesson lends itself to us thinking of some practical expression of this. 


	Broader / Personal Preparation
	Within every congregation there are those that suffer from physical ailments, as well as others with close friends and family battling through health problems. It is appropriate to make space in the context of worship from, time to time, for people to bring these burdens and ask for divine strength or healing. The story of Jesus healing a suffering woman raises several practical issues for us:
Could we give opportunity in the context of the worship service this week for people to receive healing prayer?
Could we give opportunity in the context of the worship service this week for people to share how they perceive God has been involved in their lives?

If you are going to allow for these opportunities (and you have planned enough in advance) you may want to announce this on the previous Sunday. 

The Jeremiah reading is a reminder that we don’t have to feel full of faith and confidence to be used by God. We don’t ask for God to bring healing on the basis of our great faith but on the basis of our great God!

The 1993 movie The Secret Garden picks up the theme of the healing power of love and belief. The movie tells an affirming story of a spoilt child who is sent to live with her uncle when her parents die. Suitable for viewers of all ages.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	The grief knot makes a good illustration of today’s theme from Luke. If you don’t know the knot, it is easy to learn – follow the hyperlink. On the other hand, there maybe someone in your congregation who is good at knots. The grief knot is the knot commonly used used in tricks. At one moment it can appear strong and the next it can simply become undone. 
Tell the story of the bound woman loosed by Jesus. Tie the knot at the part of the story in which you tell of her being crippled and not able to straighten up. Tug and show how strong the knot is. When Jesus sets her free tug again and let the knot come undone.
Olive oil or bread and wine are both good symbols of healing and could be  displayed today at the front of the church.
Nooma 19 ‘Open’ takes up the theme of prayer answered and unanswered. (Nooma is a series of short DVDs made to introduce themes into a worship service. Mission Resourcing will shortly have the whole set to make available for use in churches.)



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Encounter Christ’s compassion and power

At the beginning of his ministry Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue, “The Lord’s Spirit has come to me because he has chosen me to tell the good news to the poor. The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to free everyone who suffers, and to say ‘this is the year the Lord has chosen.’” He then announced, “What you have just heard me read has come true today.” (Luke 4.18-19 & 21)  In today’s gospel reading (Luke 10.10-17) Jesus frees a woman from her suffering and so fulfils the earlier promise that he made in the synagogue. 

The relevant question for us is, does this ministry of Jesus continue in 2010? Is Jesus still freeing those who suffer? Of course the healing ministry continues! We sing in the well-known Charles Wesley carol that Christ is “risen with healing in his wings”. That does mean that we should always show the compassion of Christ to the sick. It does mean that we can ask for Christ’s healing power. It does not mean that we will promise a miraculous healing. Although this may happen and does happen, in the mystery of God, our bitter experience is that it does not always happen. But we remain a people of hope, and we can all encounter Christ’s compassion and power.

Choose compassion over legalism

The synagogue leader argues from the Sabbath law. He is indignant that Jesus has broken the Sabbath by doing the work of healing on a day when work is clearly a transgression of the law.

Jesus argues from compassion. His argument is another of those ‘how much more’ arguments. If you are concerned enough about the welfare of your livestock to allow the watering of animals on the Sabbath how much more should you have compassion on this suffering woman. His argument left his detractors feeling ashamed.

There is a lesson here for us as we seek to reach out to a needy world. For, like it or not, the church is frequently perceived as legalistic and judgmental. The challenge for us is to have far less emphasis on dogma, and our claims to possess eternal truth, and far more determination to show the truth by our compassionate acts and good behaviour. We should not be known for all those things that we speak out against but for the way that we are actively and compassionately involved in our community.
Join in the praise and rejoicing 

Immediately the woman is healed she starts to praise God. (Luke 13.13) No community has more heart-felt praise than a community where God is actively involved in changing the lives of people. The key component is the simple faith involved in coming to Jesus with our needs and seeking his intervention. It only has to happen to one person, and the joy and faith of everyone is increased. Wouldn’t it be great if it could be said of our church “everyone in the crowd was happy about the wonderful things Jesus was doing”? (Luke 13.17)
There was one person in the story who wasn’t happy though. Who was crippled at the end of the story? Not the woman. It was the synagogue leader who was still crippled by his legalism and religious certainty. God forbid that we would be those who stand back and want to make sure that everything is done ‘correctly’ when  his Spirit is powerfully working in the lives of others.


	Illustrations / Stories
	Is there someone in your congregation who has had an injury, or surgery, that has slowed them down? (Perhaps a hip replacement or similar). Get them to share the feeling of being restricted, and then how it felt to again recover some of their earlier abilities. Did they feel that God was involved in this process?
Applying the letter of the law... legalism or public service?

A controversy has broken out in Auckland City over the bus lanes that have appeared all over the city in recent years. The law states that it is illegal for motorists to drive in a bus lane unless they are turning left and within 50 metres of a corner. The trouble is that it is very difficult to judge 50 metres. There are no markings on the roads that have bus lane to indicate where the 50 metres might start. As a result, during the last financial year in Auckland 41,169 tickets were issued to drivers breaching the bus lane rule. This has resulted in nearly $6.2 million of fines! If safety or the free movement of buses were the issue, then a sign indicating where the 50 metres starts would clear up the problem. However, clearly City Council officials were happy with the status quo enjoying applying the letter of the law and the resulting swelling of Council coffers.  Public pressure is being mounted to bring change... watch how this unfolds.



	Music

FFS: Faith Forever Singing
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

HIOS: Hope is our  Song
WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

SIS: Scripture In Song
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3

	Hymns

Be thou my vision (MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50)
Faith has set us on a journey (FFS 14)
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds (MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251; S1 190)
I will sing the wondrous story (MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821)
King of glory, King of peace (MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397)  
O for a thousand tongues (MHB 1; WOV 141; CMP 496; H&P 774; S1 383)
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (MHB 64; WOV 28; CMP 564; H&P 16; S2 945)
Song for Quaker friends (HIOS  129)
Songs

Be still and know (S1 48)

I believe in Jesus (CMP 264; S1 195)
Take my healing to the nations (SIS 522)
What a healing Jesus (S2 1048
(Apologies to those using Complete Mission Praise. My numbers have been incorrect for this songbook over the past couple of weeks. I had wrongly assumed that the Mission Praise hymnbook would have the same song numbers. I now have an index for CMP – so those songs listed today, and in the future, should be correct. Andrew)



	Prayers
	A Prayer for God's Protection (Psalm 71.1-6 CEV)
   I run to you, Lord, 

   for protection. 
   Don't disappoint me. 

   You do what is right, 

   so come to my rescue. 
   Listen to my prayer 

   and keep me safe. 
   Be my mighty rock, the place 

   where I can always run 

   for protection. 

   Save me by your command! 

   You are my mighty rock 

   and my fortress. 
   Come and save me, Lord God, 

   from vicious and cruel 

   and brutal enemies! 

   I depend on you, 

   and I have trusted you 

   since I was young. 
   I have relied on you from the day I was born. 

   You brought me safely 

   through birth, 

   and I always praise you

Prayer for healing (may be accompanied by the laying on of hands and/or anointing with oil)

Christ our Saviour, born for us

bring healing and peace to all people.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ, baptized in the Jordon

give hope to all who come to you.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ tested in the desert

give courage to those who are tempted.
Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who comforted and healed

bring wholeness to all who are broken.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who hung in agony on the cross

bring strength to those who suffer.
Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

(The following sentence may be said at either the laying on of hands or the anointing with oil)
May the Spirit of the living God

present with us now

heal you of all that harms you

in body, mind or spirit;

In the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen
From The Methodist Worship Book

Control+click to go to a Franciscan Blessing


	Children


	Find, or pre-arrange, an adult volunteer. Seat the volunteer in a chair at the front of the church. Tie their hands and legs together with rope or tape in such a way that they are bent over and have very limited movement. (This may take a while and should generate some mirth!)  Then, ask your confined volunteer to bring you a Bible so you can start your talk... they can’t.... pass you a glass of water... they can’t... What can they do?... Very little. 

In our story from the gospel today Jesus goes to the Jewish meeting place where he meets a woman who is bent over and can’t straighten up. She has been that way for 18 years! Can you imagine how she felt? When Jesus saw her, he had compassion and put his hands on her and she was healed.

Get some help to untie your victim. 
There are all sorts of things that stop people from being helpful to God and to other people. (If you are using the Jeremiah passage as well today, you could talk about how Jeremiah felt like he was too young and not a good enough speaker to be of any use to God.) God wants to set us free so we can be helpful people.



	PowerPoint
	A background of leafy shoots is appropriate for healing and new life.  
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  

For more information on this and other resources, 

contact Andrew Gamman at gammanclan@bindon.co.nz 

or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 






