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Sunday 18 April

The Spirit of Confidence
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Psalm 30 A wonderful psalm in which the psalmist celebrates God’s goodness as the source of his confidence.  

Revelation 5:11-14  A song of praise celebrating Jesus as the one worthy of all honour.  
Acts 2:14-36; 9:1-19  At Pentecost, Peter preaches with confidence that Jesus is the Messiah.  His confidence is built on years of living with Jesus and the experience of His resurrection.  However, for Saul/Paul the journey is just beginning…  
John 21:1-19  Jesus appears to the disciples on the beach and re-instates Peter – an event that, no doubt, would sustain the disciple through his life and ministry.



	Introduction / Summary
	This week continues the series preparing us for Pentecost.  We prepare for Christmas with Advent, and Easter through Lent, but for some reason we don’t spend time preparing for the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.  Last week we began with the Spirit of confusion, while this week looks at the Spirit of Confidence.

Peter, who denied Jesus 3 times and then went back fishing after the resurrection, now stands up in front of this large crowd to preach a rather confrontational sermon.  His confidence in what he believes is evident.  His trust in whom he believes is unshakable.  Paul experiences a similar confidence in Christ, and the work of the Spirit, something that would have begun with his Damascus Road experience.


	Broader Preparation
	Where are you feeling confident at the moment?  What strengths do you celebrate in yourself?  Are there areas of over-confidence that may need dealing with?

Is there an area of your life that needs a confidence boost?  An area of weakness that needs strengthening?  What can you do to grow in this area?



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Invite people to tell someone near them (not family if possible) something that they are good at.  “Remember this is about confidence!  Be bold – own up to your good points!”  Then ask them to share what grew their confidence in that area.  If there is feedback into the service (and there doesn’t have to be) you may want to ask the other person to tell the congregation what the other person is good at and what made them confident.  (This can stop people going on too long about themselves...)

 


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	As the story of the early church unfolds, two major themes run in parallel.  The story of Jesus and the experience of the Holy Spirit.  Peter uses the story of Jesus to explain the Pentecostal experience of the Spirit.  It is the Spirit that sends Philip to the Ethiopian official (Acts 8:29) to tell him the Good News about Jesus (v35).  The same is true of the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles in Acts 10 – “The Spirit came down on all those who were listening to his message.” (v44)    

It is interesting that despite at least 2 experiences of the risen Christ, Peter decides to go back to fishing.  He goes back to his ‘old ways’.  Jesus meets them on the beach, helps them achieve a huge catch, shares breakfast with them…  They know it is Jesus, but none of them dare ask Him.  They seem stuck.  They have known Him for 3 years, followed Him, been part of His miracles, sat in on His teaching.  They went to parties together and walked hundreds of kilometers side by side.  But it was not enough for this moment.  They lack confidence.  Even Peter, drawn aside by Jesus and re-instated by the threefold, “Do you love me?” has to wait for the Spirit (Acts 1:4) for the whole picture to come together.

Having spent 3 years together, Jesus now takes forty days to prepare His disciples for the Ascension and for Pentecost – He tells them to wait!  Jesus knows that they would need more than just the past experience of His presence – they would need a constant expression of that presence.  As the early church grows they become more and more aware of the importance of the Spirit: for wisdom, guidance, gifts, change of character – all the things that Jesus taught.  Paul develops a theology that puts the work of the Spirit at the centre of the life of the believer and of the church (Romans 8:1-17).  

For Peter, confidence in Christ would have been easier to achieve than it was for Paul.  He had 3 years with Jesus – he knew what He stood for – he had the knowledge of the man.  And, Peter also has the experience of the Spirit at Pentecost.  When the two come together there is confidence.  Paul has to start from scratch.  He knew Christ as enemy, but would need to know Him as friend.  His experiences were built around destroying Jesus’ reputation, now they would lead him to build the church. 

The illustration of the hunting spider below may help put the two together.  Knowledge alone is often not enough to change the way we think or react.  But just to experience something without knowledge to back it up may have the same result. Christian confidence needs both an understanding of the story of Jesus and an experience of the work of the Spirit.  The two go together.  Without the story, the Spirit’s work has no foundation.  Without the Spirit, the story has no power.  

The challenge for the church, and for each believer, is to hold these two together – to allow them to feed each other.  We cannot build our life around the question, “What is the Spirit saying to the church?” without the foundations of the Christ story:  Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures (the story).  Similarly, we cannot build our life around the story alone:  We need the guidance and energy of the Spirit to lead us into an understanding of what that story means for today:  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world (the experience).    We need the foundation of the Jesus’ story and the energy of the experience of the Spirit.
We have Good News to proclaim, and help to do it.  Why are we lacking in confidence?  




	Illustrations / Stories
	Stories from the congregation, if you used the “what are you good at” suggested above, and stories from your own life.

In South Africa there is a large, orange, hairy spider called the Hunting Spider – a slightly smaller version of the tarantula.  There are some things worth knowing about the spider.  Firstly, it has a painful bite!  But it has no venom, so it is ‘harmless’.  Secondly, it can move very fast.  Thirdly, it doesn’t like heat, or light (when out at night).  Finally, it prefers avoiding big moving things, like people, unless your shadow is the only shade on a hot day, which means it will run towards you – for the shade…  Knowing these things may make encountering one of these (beautiful) creatures a little easier.  But, when one comes running at you across the sand, it seems as if all knowledge disappears and is replaced by pure terror.  Until the field guide catches the spider and you get to hold it for a while.  As big as the palm of your hand, with this strange mix of beauty and beast, the experience of holding it, and coming to no harm, changes the fear to confidence.  Confidence is built on knowledge and experience.  

On the lighter side, “The Tazer” story below may be a good illustration for times when searching for an experience to back up one’s knowledge is NOT a good idea…  Not for everyone, but some may enjoy.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Hymns

And can it be that I should gain (MHB 371; WOV 138

O Jesus I have promised (MHB 526; WOV 514

Take my life and let it be (MHB 400; WOV 520

Master speak, thou servant heareth  (MHB 780; WOV 516

When our confidence is shaken (H&P 686)
Here in this place (AA 60)

Jesus I come (AA 79)

Songs
Glory and honour (Ancient of days) (CMP 796)
I am a new creation (CMP 254)

I the lord of sea and sky (CMP 857)

You are my strength when I am weak (CMP 857)

I’m so secure



	Prayers
	Call to Worship

Leader:
Beware this morning.  You might just meet Jesus.

All:
But isn’t Jesus the reason we came to worship?  


Why should we be concerned?

L:
If we truly meet Jesus, the blinders to poverty and suffering may fall; 


the groans of creation might be heard.  


If we pay attention, we may understand our privilege and recognize our advantages.  


And such knowledge could lead to change. 

A:
We want to be transformed.

L:
Then listen for the Word of God.

(Pause)

Prayer of Confession

L:
O God, you know me better than I know myself.  And sometimes that scares me.  


You know what I try to hide, what I try to deny.  

A:
You know that I mean well.  

L:
But, when I dare to be honest, my intentions 


are not always in the best interests of others.  


A:
Yet, however painful it may be, let me be open.  

L:
Let me see the persecuted and oppressed in my city, 


the marginalized in our nation, the exploited peoples of our world.  

A:
Let me hear the words of Jesus and let those words pierce the hardness of my heart.  


Let me see the face of Jesus in all the faces I don’t want to see.  


By your grace, don’t let me ignore your invitation to see.

Assurance of Grace

L:
My friends, grace and forgiveness are real.  But so is accountability to the Word of God. 
Grace and forgiveness are not excuses to avoid the kind of change that scripture requires of faithful disciples.  

A:
We will know amazing grace when it comes from a changed life.  

L:
Let this assurance of grace simply provide you with the courage to keep moving forward.  God does not abandon us in the struggle.

A: 
That is the hard but really good news!

“Seeing Jesus”  was written by the Rev. Dr. David Bahr.


	Children


	Tell a story about a school trip to the caves and one of the children, Jay, feeling anxious because he is afraid of the dark.  Too proud to tell anyone, he holds back.  But as the guide, Epa, explains what they can expect to happen, Jay feels a bit better.  He finds himself creeping forward through the group – closer to the guide.  As they set off, Jay tries to stay as close as possible to Epa, “She knows the way,” he tells himself…  In a large cavern the lights are turned off.  Jay feels really scared – it is SO DARK!  But then a reassuring touch on his shoulder and a whisper in his ear…  “I’m here,” says Epa.  “Not long to before the lights come back on.”  

We all need someone to help us with something – that’s OK.  Jesus knows the way, and He sends the Holy Spirit to be with us in the dark times:  “I’m here.  I will never leave you.” 

Lord Jesus, sometimes we get really scared or confused.  Sometimes we feel small and sometimes we feel silly.  Thank you that you understand us because you were also a child once.  Thank you also that you are still with us today through your Holy Spirit.  Help us to listen for the whisper that says, “I am here.”  Amen.


	PowerPoint
	Abstract backgrounds may work best again this week – not too complicated so that the text is still clearly visible.  Or, if you use the spider illustration, pictures of spiders may go down well.
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  

For more information on this and other resources, 

contact Andre le Roux at andrel@methodist.org.nz 

or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
 

The Tazer
When knowledge should be enough and experience should not be required to have confidence in a product.  (This is obviously not a New Zealand story, but well worth a laugh)

Last weekend I saw something at Larry's Pistol & Pawn Shop that sparked my interest.  The occasion was our 15th anniversary and I was looking for a little something extra for my wife Julie.  What I came across was a 100,000 volt, pocket/purse- sized tazer.  The effects of the tazer were supposed to be short lived, with no long-term adverse affect on your assailant, allowing her adequate time to retreat to safety....??  WAY TOO COOL!

Long story short, I bought the device and brought it home. I loaded two AAA batteries and pushed the button. Nothing! I was disappointed. I learned, however, that if I pushed the button and pressed it against a metal surface at the same time, I'd get the blue arc of electricity darting back and forth between the prongs.  AWESOME!!!  Unfortunately, I have yet to explain to Julie what that burn spot is on the face of her microwave.  
Okay, so I was home alone with this new toy, thinking to myself that it couldn't be all that bad with only two AAA batteries, right?  There I sat in my recliner, my cat Gracie looking on intently (trusting little soul) while I was reading the directions and thinking that I really needed to try this thing out on a flesh & blood moving target.  I must admit I thought about zapping Gracie (for a fraction of a second) and then thought better of it. She is such a sweet cat. But, if I was going to give this thing to my wife to protect herself, I did want some assurance that it would work as advertised.   So, there I sat in a pair of shorts and a tank top with my reading glasses perched delicately on the bridge of my nose, directions in one hand, and tazer in another.

The directions said that a one-second burst would shock and disorient your assailant; a two-second burst was supposed to cause muscle spasms and a major loss of bodily control; and a three-second burst would purportedly make your assailant flop on the ground like a fish out of water.  Any burst longer than three seconds would be wasting the batteries.  All the while I'm looking at this little device measuring about 12cm long, less than 2cm wide and loaded with two itsy, bitsy AAA batteries; pretty cute really, and thinking to myself, 'no way will this work!'  
What happened next is almost beyond description, but I'll do my best ..  I'm sitting there alone, Gracie looking on with her head cocked to one side so as to say, 'Don't do it stupid,' reasoning that a one second burst from such a tiny lil ole thing couldn't hurt all that bad. I decided to give myself a one second burst just for heck of it. I touched the prongs to my naked thigh, pushed the button, and ...  WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION! WHAT THE!!!  I'm pretty sure Hulk Hogan ran in through the side door, picked me up in the recliner, then body slammed us both on the carpet, over and over and over again. I vaguely recall waking up on my side in the fetal position, with tears in my eyes, body soaking wet, both nipples on fire, toes nowhere to be found, with my left arm tucked under my body in the oddest position, and tingling in my legs!  The cat was making meowing sounds I had never heard before, clinging to a picture frame hanging above the fireplace, obviously in an attempt to avoid getting slammed by my body flopping all over the living room.  Note: If you ever feel compelled to 'mug' yourself with a tazer, one note of caution: there is NO such thing as a one second burst when you zap yourself! You will not let go of that thing until it is dislodged from your hand by a violent thrashing about on the floor! A three second burst would be considered conservative!  
A minute or so later (I can't be sure, as time was a relative thing at that point), I collected my wits (what little I had left), sat up and surveyed the landscape.  My bent reading glasses were on the mantel of the fireplace. The recliner was upside down and about 3 meters or so from where it originally was. My triceps, right thigh and both nipples were still twitching. My face felt like it had been shot up with Novocain, and my bottom lip weighed 44kgs. I had no control over the drooling.  I saw a faint smoke cloud above my head, which I believe came from my hair.  I'm still looking for my toes and I'm offering a significant reward for their safe return!  
P.S... My wife can't stop laughing about my experience, loved the gift and now regularly threatens me with it!  If you think education is difficult, try being stupid !!!
