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Sunday 12 December 2010
Mary’s Song
Advent 3
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links

Ctrl+Click on the links to go directly to the text you require
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Illustrations
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Prayers
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 35.1-10 God is coming to rescue and restore his people. He makes a Holy Highway for them to travel. There will be streams in the desert and the dry land will blossom.
Luke 1.47-55  This is Mary’s song, the Magnificat, in which she sings of reward for the humble and judgement for the proud.
James 5.7-10 James encourages believers to be patient and kind in waiting for the Lord’s return.
Matthew 11.2-11 John the baptiser has doubts about whether Jesus is really the expected Messiah. From prison he sends some of his disciples to Jesus and they are able to confirm for John that good news coming to the needy through Jesus. 
Pray for Peace  Advent resources from World Methodist Council 

Christian World Service has comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on-line and in a resource pack that includes CD. These resources include prayers already on PowerPoint
Advent 3 service resources as PDF



	Introduction / Summary
	Our Advent readings today take us to the Song of Mary, which is found only in Luke’s gospel (Luke 1.46-55). With its exalting of the poor and humble, it is understandably a favourite of many Christian poor. Peasants in Nicaragua wear the song as an amulet. The song has been arranged in countless musical settings. Johann Sebastian Bach’s is one of the best known Listen on YouTube
Nativity Plays

There are three Nativity Play scripts available from the Refresh section of the Methodist website. The service plan for Christmas Day will be structured around the “Impromptu Play” and the one labelled “Christmas Hope” is written to fit with the 19 December theme – but adapt and use them any way and time you are able.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Even though we recognise the birth of Jesus as God incarnate, many of the things of which Mary sang so long ago are still to be realised. We still wait for the shackles of oppression and hunger to be broken. Justice is still rare for most of the world’s powerless. The tables are still to be turned. While the vast needs of our world situation may seem daunting, in our own corner and in our own small way, we are charged to get involved, get busy and instigate change. This is the season to support the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal, buy gifts from the CWS (World Vision or Leprosy Mission) catalogue, take food to the food bank, take gifts for the women and children staying at the Women’s Refuge etc… 
Family Movies worth screening this season

The Nativity Story (2006), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than what it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.
The First Christmas (1998) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.
The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The 
Complete Third Series. The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Advent Station - Art Reflection 

Set up “stations” around your church and allow 10 minutes for this activity. The number you set up will depend on the size of your congregation. At each station you will need paper, felt pens and a print of the Ghirlandaio and Hynes paintings. The Hynes painting will be sent to you on request – email amy@methodist.org.nz Print off the instructions below in large print spread over two A4 sheets.
Read from the Bible

This is how Jesus Christ was born. A young woman named Mary was engaged to Joseph from King David's family. But before they were married, she learned that she was going to have a baby by God's Holy Spirit. Joseph was a good man and did not want to embarrass Mary in front of everyone. So he decided to quietly call off the wedding. While Joseph was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord came to him in a dream. The angel said, "Joseph, the baby that Mary will have is from the Holy Spirit. Go ahead and marry her. Then after her baby is born, name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." So the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, "A virgin will have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel," which means "God is with us." Matthew 1.18-23
Consider

The first people to ever hear about Jesus told the story to their children. So it was that the news spread over all the world that God is with us. Artists began to adapt the story to their own situations. 
Stop and Think

Compare the Australian 2002 painting by Jan Hynes “Mary reads up on home birthing which proves to be a good thing.” with the 15th century Italian Ghirlandaio painting “The Nativity.”
Look at the architecture and the symbolism.

In the Australian picture: Does the mango tree remind you of a Christmas tree?  Could the parrot represent the Holy Spirit? What kind of Joseph is represented?

In the Italian picture do the shepherds look rough or refined? What is that grey shadow in the sky?

Doodle

Take a felt and draw a doodle of Jesus coming into a typical kiwi 21st century scene. Take it with you.

Pray

Lord, come to us this Christmas in ways that are relevant and real.

Amen



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	The Story

A couple of weeks ago we read the story of Zechariah, who was a priest, and was in the temple when an angel appeared to him. In the Bible two angels are named. The angel in this story is one of them, Gabriel.
Gabriel said, “Your wife Elizabeth is going to have a son. You will name him John. The Holy Spirit will be on him.”
Zechariah responded, “How can this be?” He and his wife were old. 

When Elizabeth was about six months pregnant, Gabriel went visiting again. This time he visited a teenage girl called Mary. Mary was engaged to Joseph. Under the customs of the day the engagement would last a year, and it was just as binding as marriage. It could only be broken by divorce.
Gabriel said, “The Lord is with you. He has greatly blessed you.”
This made Mary confused, and troubled, and she wondered what it meant. The angel continued, “Don’t be scared. God is pleased with you. You are going to have a son. You will name him Jesus and he will be the Son of God Most High. He will be a King – and his Kingdom will never end.”
To which Mary replied, “How can this be? I am not married.”
Gabriel said, “‘The Holy Spirit will come down on you. God’s power will come over you …and that’s why the child will be called the holy Son of God.”
Then Gabriel added, “You know your old cousin Elizabeth. Well, no-one thought it possible, but she is going to have a baby too. In fact as we speak she is six months pregnant with a baby boy.”
Mary said, “Let it happen just the way you told me.”
So Mary rushed off to visit cousin Elizabeth who lived in the hill country of Judea.
When Mary arrived and greeted Elizabeth, the baby that Elizabeth was carrying in her womb jumped … and Elizabeth prophesied (the old woman to the young woman).
She said, “God has blessed you more than any other woman! And he has blessed the child you will have. Why is it that the mother of my Lord has come to see me? How happy are you because you believe that the Lord’s message to you will come true.”
Mary made up a joyful song of praise. Mary was a Hebrew girl, who had grown up with the Scriptures of the Judaic tradition. Her song is heavily dependant on the song that Hannah sang when she dedicated Samuel to the Lord (from 2 Samuel 2.1-10. It was long before people worried about copyright!) After three months with her cousin, she returned home just before Elizabeth’s child, John, was born.
An angel, two pregnant women (teenage Mary, and her elderly cousin Elizabeth), and a song of praise. This is how Luke’s gospel begins to tell the Christmas story.
It’s Christmas in just under a fortnight. The shops are decorated and the shop-keepers are still hoping for a bumper retail season. This morning we have read the most famous of the songs from the Bible story of the first Christmas. It has become one of the most famous hymns of the church, known as the Magnificat (from the Latin version of the first few words – ‘my soul does magnify the Lord’).
So here we have a lullaby, a cradle song for Jesus. It is very similar to Hannah’s lullaby for Samuel. For Mary, the news that she was God’s chosen was great joy,  but it was also a sword that would pierce her heart. Someday she would see her much loved son hanging on a cross. So, for this young woman, to be chosen by God meant both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow. 
It is also true for us, although less dramatically, that to be chosen by God means both joy and sorrow. It is remarkable that lullabies often have this bitter/sweet character – as though in singing to our little ones we are preparing them for the up and downs, joys and pains of life’s journey.

Rock a bye baby, on the treetop


When the wind blows the baby will rock


When the bough breaks the cradle will fall


Down will come baby, cradle and all

Who left the baby out in the wind? Surely they could have chosen a stronger branch. Or is this about the winds of life that surely rock us all, and the falls we inevitably take.

Hush little baby don’t say a word


Papa’s going to buy you a mockingbird


If the mocking bird don’t sing 


Papa’s going to buy you a diamond ring


If that diamond ring turns to brass


Papa’s going to buy you a looking glass…

But what if the looking glass breaks? and the billy goat can’t pull? and the cart falls down? … because life is like that isn’t it? At least then, according to the lullaby, you are still papa’s little baby and he loves you. Or, as we have it in the African-American ‘spiritual’ version:

Hush little baby don’t you cry


You know that Jesus was born to die


All my trials Lord, soon be over

Similarly Mary tells of highs and lows when she sings to, and of her boy Jesus,

With all my heart I praise the Lord


He always shows mercy to everyone who worships him


He scatters the proud with all their plans


He drags strong rulers down from their thrones


He puts humble people in places of power


He gives the hungry good things to eat


But he sends the rich away empty-handed

It’s a powerful little song. And it has a message for you and me.
Give up our Pride

This is the moral revolution that should be associated with the coming of Christ into our lives

            The Lord has used his powerful arm 
             to scatter those who are proud. Luke 1.51.
Why? Because when a person sets their life beside the life of Christ it tears away what remains of the life of pride.
· O Henry’s story, of the boy who saw himself (in the next section below) illustrates this point)
When Christ appears, in all his holiness, he enables people to see themselves

It’s the death-blow to pride. Those things of which we were proud instead cause shame. A moral revolution begins.
Take the Humble Place

This is the social revolution that should be associated with the coming of Christ into our lives.
            He drags strong rulers from their thrones 

            and puts humble people in places of power. Luke 1.52
Christ puts an end to our way of ranking people according to wealth, prestige, job, power, possessions and position. He puts an end to the way we label people.
· The story, of Muretus (in the next section below) illustrates this point.
When you and I realise what Christ did for every man, woman and child on this earth we can no longer call some-one common or apply social grades and ranks to people. A social revolution begins.
Participate in the Economic Revolution
             God gives the hungry good things to eat, 
             and sends the rich away with nothing. Luke 1.53

Our society is a greedy society. Historian, Keith Sinclair writes that the religion of New Zealand is ‘simple materialism’. Everyone is out to get as much as they can.
In Christ however, no-one should dare have too much while others have too little. 

We recognise that what we have, we are stewards of. We don’t own it, we have just been given responsibility for how it is used. The gospel brings with it discontent. It makes people restless and rebellious against such things as:


Unemployment


Needless poverty


The wretchedness of international debt that ensures the poorest countries 
            of the world are never able to break the shackles of poverty

There is a loveliness about the Magnificat. But that loveliness is dynamite. The news of the coming of Christ begins a revolution 

A revolution in every person and 
            A revolution in the world


	Illustrations / Stories
	One of O. Henry’s short stories is about a boy who grew up in a small town. At school he chose used to sit beside a particular girl because they were fond of each other. When he left school he went to the city and fell amongst bad company. There he began a life of petty crime and became a pick-pocket and a thief. One day he snatched an old lady’s wallet. It was a clever job, he had bumped into her and she didn’t even know it was missing! He was pleased with himself.

Just then he saw the girl he used to know from his home town walking toward him – the one he used to admire so much. She was radiant and she still had a wonderful innocent look. He suddenly saw himself for the cheap and vile thing he had become. Burning with shame he leaned his head against a lamp-post and cried out “God, I wish I could die.” 

In the Middle Ages there was a wandering scholar called Muretus. He was poor.

In an Italian town he became ill. Finally someone delivered him to a hospital that took in the poor and the outcasts. There wasn’t a lot of quality treatment there, but he would at least get to see a doctor.

When the doctors saw him, they discussed his case in front of him in Latin. They had no idea who he was, and never for one moment dreamed that he could understand what they were saying.

What they were saying to each other was, “This is obviously a worthless chap – a wanderer – we could use him to do some medical experiments.”

Muretus looked up at them and responded to them in Latin, “Call no one worthless for whom Christ died.”

Both stories from William Barclay The Gospel of Luke  The Daily Study Bible


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Born in the night, Mary's child  WOV 642; H&P 95; CMP 62
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning MHB 122;  WOV 234; H&P 123; 

    CMP 65
Carol our Christmas AA 9
Emmanuel CMP 120

Emmanuel, Emmanuel SIS 238; CMP 121; S2 675
Kauri, Flax and Rata trees  WHV 7 
Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451
My soul does magnify the Lord SIS 60, CMP 479
My soul glorifies the Lord S3 1442
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P85; CMP 493

O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404
Pohutukawa promise  WHV 2
See him lying on a bed of straw  H&P 118; CMP 589
Silent night, holy night  WOV 236; H&P 112; CMP 597; S1 455
Still the night, holy the night MHB 123
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471
The angel Gabriel from heaven came  WOV 222; H&P 87
This child from God above H&P 589

This child secretly comes CMP 690; S1 511
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714


	Prayers
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	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the third Advent candle

We wait for the Christ

who shows mercy 
to all who honour him.

He helps the humble

and scatters the proud.

He raises the lowly

and brings down the mighty.

God of light

light our way

so that we may travel 

on your holy road.
(Light the third candle)

A Christmas Prayer Stopping me in my Tracks

God, the children are anticipating Christmas,

like the hat of cloud lifting off the mountain, 

that shows the snowy surprise, 

crisp in the sunlight.

You have to look. 

It is like the music that stops you in your tracks, 

as it vibrates through your veins. 

You have to listen. 

The innocent faces of the children, 

express something of the unexpected unfolding, 

second guessing what is inside the parcels.

What will we see? What will we hear?

May we experience something bigger and more hopeful,

To anticipate peace and goodwill to all.

Yes, God, stop me in my tracks. Amen. 

John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (Used with permission)

Collect

God of mercy and power, 

whose Son rules over all, 

grant us so to live in obedience to your holy will, 

that at his appearing 

we may be raised to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen
The Methodist Worship Book


	Children

	Request from amy@methodist.org.nz the annunciation puzzle picture. Print off enough copies for your children to have one each. Cut into pieces to make a puzzle. You could buy cardboard jigsaw puzzle blanks at Spotlight and stick your picture on then cut with a blade. However, I find that if you cut straight lines – a few zigs and zags - with scissors so the picture is in about 8 pieces, this is just as good – and a lot easier!
Get the children to fit the pieces together. Then, from the puzzle, tell the story of the angel Gabriel announcing surprising news to the teenage Mary. (Luke 1.26-38). If you do not want to get into a sex education lesson with the children replace Mary’s protest “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” (v34) with “I am not yet married…”


	PowerPoint
	Google images for pictures of the annunciation.
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish or to reproduce for commercial gain.
For more information on this and other resources, contact Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 






