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Sunday 10 October 2010
Gratitude
Pentecost 20
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Readings
	Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7 Jeremiah writes from Jerusalem to the Jews who have been taken into captivity in Babylonia. He tells them to settle down there, get married and have children.
Psalm 66.1-12 A song of thanksgiving that recalls the journey of God’s people from Egypt to the promised land. 
2 Timothy 2.8-15 Paul writes from a Roman prison to encourage Timothy to keep working for Christ. He quotes one of the early hymns of the Christian church – a martyrs’ hymn (SIS 354).
Luke 17.11-19 Jesus heals ten people who are suffering from leprosy. Only one of them, a Samaritan, returns to thank him.
If you are following the Season of Creation, this Sunday is Cosmos Sunday. Resources can be found at www.seasonofcreation.com
It is also the beginning of the week of action on food.
Samoan congregations celebrate White Sunday today.


	Introduction / Summary
	After dealing with some of the difficult and hard-hitting passages from Luke’s gospel in previous weeks, today’s passage is refreshingly straight-forward. The theme is gratitude and it presents us with the possibility of arranging the whole service as a service of thanksgiving with appropriate “thank you” prayers and hymns. 
 

	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Take a moment to thank God for the leaders you have in your church. We are constantly tempted to look at other churches and bemoan the fact that we don’t have the musicians, children’s workers or administrators that we see in other places. However, the scriptural evidence is that every follower of Jesus is gifted for ministry. All the gifts and abilities that you need for the ministry of the church at this moment already exist in the local church. Some would say that if a group doesn’t already possess these gifts they could be defined as a mission field rather than a church.  
Is there someone in the congregation that can share in the service a recent happening that has left them feeling grateful?


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	The enduring thought of the Luke passage is that one in ten is not a very good strike rate for finding gratitude. This can be visually demonstrated with 10 bowling balls, 10 fingers or 10 green bottles. 
There are several children’s rhymes around the idea of counting to ten: 10 green bottles, 10 little Indians, There were 10 in the bed. While the last two are not so politically correct, the other one of these rhymes could be re-written (and sung) to illustrate the prevalence of ingratitude

     10 needy people touched by the Lord

     10 needy people touched by the Lord

     If only one needy person, a ‘thank you’ could afford

     There’d be 9 ungrateful people touched by the Lord

Try writing your own impromptu Psalm of praise. If you have a musician to help you, pick a simple tune like “Thy loving kindness” (SIS 71) and rewrite the words getting suggestions from the congregation. Display the words on a chart (whiteboard, overhead projector or data-projector). Then sing it through.

We thank you Jesus for the _ _ _   (could be ‘sun and rain’ ‘friends we have’ etc)

We thank you Jesus for the _ _ _

If you lack a musician, you can still write up suggestions and then read your new Psalm together.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Jesus and his entourage were travelling south. They had left Galilee and were making their way towards Jerusalem. As they entered a village, another group of people appeared. They remained at a distance, but still within earshot of Jesus. From their vantage point the Jesus party may not have been able to pick it, but this group of ten on the outskirts of the village all had something in common. They all suffered from the dreaded skin disease called leprosy. 
The disease begins with a loss of feeling in part of the body and from there the symptoms become more and more horrific: muscles degenerate, tendons contract, ulcers appear, fingers and toes are lost… and, in the normal course of events and after some years of suffering, death ensues. So feared was the disease that those who suffered from it, to add to their misery, were banished from contact with the rest of society. They were declared “unclean” and were required to announce their presence by calling out, “Unclean. Unclean.”  In Jesus day those who suffered from the disease were not to come within two metres of a healthy person, or 50 metres if the wind was blowing in the direction of others. Greeting a person with leprosy was not permitted. 
Although Jews and Samaritans didn’t normally mix together, the disease had drawn these suffering individuals into a group dependency. The old barriers were broken down. Before the disease they were nine Jews and one Samaritan, but now they were just ten people suffering with leprosy. As a unit they called out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
Jesus looked at them. He responded by telling them to go and show themselves to a priest. On the odd occasion when someone was able to defeat the disease they had to be cleared by a priest, before they could once more resume normal life within the community. In this situation the priest performed the task of a public health inspector. None of the group had yet been healed. Yet in obedience to Jesus’ instruction they all headed off to see the priest! It was only as they were on their way that their health was restored.

One of their number, instead of continuing to the priest, turned back to Jesus. He approached him shouting, not this time for mercy, but shouting praises to God. He was filled with gratitude and praise to God for what had happened, and his joy was unrestrained. He fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.

“Weren’t there ten that were healed?” asked Jesus, “how come only one has come back to thank God?”

Jesus told the man to get up and go, for his faith had made him well. (The word is literally, “stand again.” The same word is used of resurrection and undoubtedly this man rose to a whole new life.)

So what are we to make of this story? Unlike some of the parables of Jesus there is nothing cryptic about this passage or how we may apply it. It is an encouragement for us to:

Cry out
For both the man that returned to Jesus, as well as the nine that didn’t, the act of crying out to Jesus meant a whole new beginning. Jesus’ merciful response saw them made whole. 

For so many people today this is also the case. Our first contact with Christ is often in the act of crying out, “Lord have mercy.” Are you carrying today troubles or burdens? Are you in need of help? Cry out to him. Cry out, “Lord have mercy.” Now I’m not suggesting that God is at our beck and call and wants to pander to our every whim.  But the whole tenor of the gospel story is that God loves people and is merciful towards those in need.  He does intervene on behalf of those in difficulty. And even on the occasions when we don’t see our prayers answered as we had imagined, we do feel a whole lot better committing our concerns into the hands of the Almighty God. 
But surely the main theme of the story is an encouragement to...
Give thanks
This is a theme that is hammered home to the church in the New Testament letters. “Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ. This is what God wants you to do.” (1Thessalonians 5.18)  “And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5.20)
The chorus of the old Methodist hymn “Count your blessings” carries timeless good advice:

     Count your blessings 

     Name them one by one. 
     Count your blessings 

     See what God hath done. 
     Count your blessings 

     Name them one by one. 
     Count your many blessings 

     See what God hath done
It cheers us to constantly recall all those wonderful things that God in his grace has given us. Thank God

     for the daffodils and freesias that burst through the winter soil to declare the 
     arrival of spring

     for the waves lapping against the sand on a deserted beach

     for the pohutukawas on the shoreline

     for the mountain peaks, grey against the sky

     for the companionship of husband, wife or friends

     for the unrestrained love and trust of children

     for the air we breathe, the food we eat, the sunshine and the rain

The truth is that, to our own detriment, we seldom pause to express gratitude. Here in the twenty-first century, the more we have assumed that happiness is our right, the less happy we have become. The more we have assumed comfort is our right, the less satisfied we are because of the ‘home comforts’ that we lack. The more we have assumed continued good health is our right, the more sensitive we have become to our aches and pains. And through it all we have become less grateful.
Typical of those stories that Luke has recorded, it’s the Samaritan, the outcast, who returns and responds in gratitude to the Lord. This is what Luke wants to tell us again and again. The gospel is good news for the outcast, the poor, the despised and the rejected. Those on the outside are aware of their need and looking for grace and mercy. Therefore they are the ones who quickly see the big picture, respond to the grace of Christ and become the servants of God.



	Illustrations / Stories
	Johnson Oatman Jnr was an American Methodist lay preacher who lived in the late nineteenth century. He caught Charles Wesley’s bug for writing hymns and wrote some 5,000 of his own! The two that are best known are “Count your Blessings” and “Higher Ground”.
“Count your Blessings” was enthusiastically picked up by the British revivalists. It was one of the most popular hymns to be sung through the Welsh revival. English evangelist Gypsy Smith said of it, “In South London the men sing it, the boys whistle it, and the women rock their babies to sleep on this hymn.”
Through a journey of discovery a person had gone from being atheist to becoming a Christian. He remarked that the most difficult thing about his former atheistic position was having no-one to thank for the beauty of nature.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks H&P 250; CMP 30; S1 4

All things praise thee MHB 29; H&P 331; CMP 24

Every day   AA 36
For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152
Give thanks with a grateful heart SIS 509; CMP 170; S1 118
If we died with him SIS 354
I will give thanks to you SIS 396; CMP 308; S2 817

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397

Let us with a gladsome mind MHB 18; WOV 11; H&P 27; CMP 415

Look in wonder  HIOS 93
Lord I lift your name on high CMP 881; S1 736
My heart is filled with thankfulness S3 1438

My Jesus, my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367
Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486
O worship the king MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; S! 425

Sing praise to God who reigns above MHB 415;WOV 27; H&P 511
Thanks be to God CMP 637

Thank you Jesus SIS 228; CMP 634

What a friend we have in Jesus MHB 538; WOV 165; H&P 559; CMP 746; S1 566
Who would walk cheerfully  HIOS 129



	Prayers
	Benedicite Aotearoa (Ctrl + Click to go to this prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book)
Tell everyone on this earth 

to shout praises to God! 

Sing about his glorious name. 
Honour him with praises. 

Say to God, 
"We've never seen anything like you!" 


The whole earth falls to its knees 
it worships you, sings to you, 
can't stop enjoying your name and fame.

Take a good look at God's wonders 
they'll take your breath away.

His mighty power rules forever, 
and nothing the nations do 

can be hidden from him. 

So don't turn against God.
All of you people, 

come praise our God! 

Let his praises be heard. 
Let's praise God! 
He set us on the road to life,
He listens when we pray, 

and he is always kind.

Based on Psalm 66

Lord we thank you that you’ve called us

We will journey with you Lord
You said, “Come and follow me.”

We will journey with you Lord
We will follow you to lead us

We will journey with you Lord
You are our trustworthy Guide

We will journey with you Lord
You hold our future in your hands

We will journey with you Lord
You are the living God


	Children
	You will need some iron filings, sand and a magnet.

If you have contact with a school, they may be able to supply the filings for you. If not, you can buy a small container of them from Total Education Solutions for $4.95 + GST and freight. Contact:  sales@totaleducation.co.nz 
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Fill a small tray with sand and add some iron filings mixing the two together. See if you can get the children to find the iron. (An almost impossible job). Then bring out your magnet and pass it through the sand. The iron filings will stick to the magnet.
Our Bible story from Luke today is about two kinds of people. 
Some people in the story are ungrateful. Even though Jesus had healed them they didn’t think to say thank you. Just like when we looked for the iron filings in the sand, some people find it hard to see things to be thankful for. They just think that life owes them something. 
However one person in the story was very thankful. He returned to Jesus to say “thank you”. Thankful people can see lots of things to be grateful for all the time. They are like the magnet that attracts hundreds of iron filings. They see hundreds of things to be thankful for. When it is raining they think, “this will help the garden to grow.” When it is sunny they are grateful for a fine day to go outside. 

It is a good thing to always be on the look-out for things that we can be thankful for. Can you think of things to thank God for today?

Close with a prayer of thanksgiving.



	“10 Minutes”  

   survey
	At the end of June this year Andre Le Roux sent out a survey form to those using this resource. Thank you to the 53 people who responded. As I collate the responses, I’ll publish them here and comment on them. A number of people have joined the email list subsequent to the survey and, of course, you have me as a different writer now. So I plan to repeat the exercise next year. I have received helpful feedback from many of you by email and this is always welcome. - Andrew
Position of respondents


23 
Presbyter/ minister/ vicar/ priest

11
Lay preachers

11
Other leaders

4
Ministry Team members

2
Superintendents

1
Supply minister

1
Parishioner

Does the theology fit?

Most did not answer this in a yes / no way. You were all very gracious!
41
Responded positively – comments ranging from “comfortable with it” to
            “very much” “very well” and “very helpful”  

3
Sometimes/ mostly

3
Personally I have a different focus

2
Fits the congregation better than me

2
Didn’t respond

1
Not entirely

1
Would like more ‘progressive’ theology

Comments
It is interesting to observe that the resource is used by a mixture of clergy and lay leaders. It is also used by people of several denominations, both within and outside co-operating ventures.
With regard to the theology, Andre met with me prior to handing over the role of writing “10 minutes”. I was more than a little apprehensive about  trying to write something that would appeal to the broad range of theologies held by the recipients. His advice to me was to not try to appeal to anyone, but to just be myself and write what I’d write for myself. People will pick and choose from it, take what they like and leave the rest, he explained. To date this has been my approach.


	PowerPoint
	Tens: bottles, bowling pins, fingers. Google images “10 green bottles” for some  great graphics.
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish or to reproduce for commercial gain.
For more information on this and other resources, contact Andrew Gamman gammanclan@bindon.co.nz or 09 525 4179 (w)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 






