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of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.   We are empowered by the 
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      Official  Communications  

 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
As a Church our focus over the last month has been concern for people both in NZ and 
overseas.  We continue to be deeply concerned about the situation of our sister Church 
in Fiji.   The Fijian military and police have been intimidating Methodist Church 
ministers, and have announced the government will prohibit the church from holding its 
Annual Conference in August. 
 
The NZ Methodist Church stands in solidarity with the Methodist Church in Fiji and 
Rotuma and finds the government banning of a church conference entirely 
unacceptable.  We continue to be in contact with Church Officials to ensure that they 
know they have our support and assistance. 
 
The State of Victoria continues its long road to recovery from the devastating 
bushfires.  It was a real privilege to be able to present a cheque for A$20,623.24 to the 
Moderator of the Synod, Rev Jason Koia and the President of the Uniting Church the 
Rev Gregor Henderson on my recent trip to Tasmania.  They were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of so many people in the Methodist and co-operating Parishes in NZ.  Two 
letters of thanks are printed at the end of this letter.  In total our Churches raised 
NZ$31,275.62 for this appeal.  A fantastic effort which will assist many traumatised 
people find healing over the next few years. 
 
With the onset of winter the effects of the recession and redundancy are becoming 
more obvious.  We encourage Parishes to be alert to those in need in their 
communities and to be proactive in providing assistance where possible. 
 
Grace and Peace 
 

Jill 



                                                                       3                                  e-M essenger  



                                                                       4                                  e-M essenger  

 



                                                                       5                                  e-M essenger  

A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY  

 

 
The signing of the Anglican Methodist covenant on 24 May in Auckland was significant for 

both churches. It was a privilege to be part of the celebration and to be one of those who signed 

on behalf of the Methodist Church. The eventual outcomes of the covenant are unknown, but it 

is a powerful sign of the willingness of our Christian communities to work together to witness to 

Godôs love. 

 

I have been forced yet again to reflect in recent weeks on the human tendency to leave problems 

and difficulties until they escalate into a crisis before help is sought. The effort in dealing with a 

crisis is so much greater than helping with a problem and the options for good outcomes are also 

reduced. The Connexional Office has knowledgeable and skilled staff only too happy to assist 

the smooth operation of your parish. 

 

Early action is also a requirement in seeking to contain H1N1 (Swine Flu). While levels are 

currently low, predictions are that there will be much more sustained infection to come. Many 

Parishes have pandemic plans, which include matters as various as caring for those who are 

unwell, to processes to cancel services and programmes. Iôd be happy to receive copies of 

pandemic plans so they may be shared with others. Please send to amys@methodist.org.nz.  

 

This month the Stipends and Allowances information leaflet has been updated. The new stipend 

amount applies from July 1
st
. There are also new provisions for Presbyters living in their own 

home. See information leaflets 25 and 26 on the Methodist website www.methodist.org.nz.  

 

Conversations have begun with the Presbyterian Church in revising information leaflet 35, 

Mutuality of Ministry. This applies to Methodists serving in the Presbyterian Church and 

Presbyterians serving in the Methodist Church. We would like to be able to send the revision to 

a number of people for their comment. E-mail amys@methodist.org.nz if you are willing to 

participate. 

 

Finally we rejoice with James and Sarah Hubert who were married on May 7
th
. James is our 

skilled IT person who many of you will have worked with in insurance, properties and removals. 

 
 
Grace and peace 
 

David 
 

mailto:amys@methodist.org.nz
http://www.methodist.org.nz/
mailto:amys@methodist.org.nz
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     Connexional News 

 
 

 

 
 

There will be no July 2009 edition of Touchstone. Touchstone editor Paul Titus will be on 
sabbatical for the last two weeks of this month. 
 
For inclusion in the August edition of Touchstone, all Bulletin Board items, letters to the editor, 
and other contributions should be with the editorial staff by July 20th. 
touchstone@paradise.net.nz 
 

 

Parish/Connexional Accounting  
 

With the end of the financial year, 30 June, just ahead of us I would like to remind you that the 

Board of Administration are able to undertake the day to day accounting functions for parishes 

and other entities of the Church.  This is not a free service but is a cost effective solution for 

those parishes or other entities who are finding it difficult having someone undertake the 

accounting work locally. 

 

The Board of Administration do provide different Levels of accounting services but in most 

circumstances we are asked to all aspects of the accounting work (other than depositing cash and 

cheques at the bank) from Christchurch.  We will do everything from paying creditors whose 

invoices have been approved for payment to monthly and annual reporting in compliance with 

the Churches audit policy.  We will also help find an auditor to audit the annual accounts, help 

complete the annual statistics forms and annual return to the charities commission. 

 

If you would like the Board to provide a quote to do the work, please contact either Peter van 

Hout (03 366 6049 or email peterv@methodist.org.nz) or Sarah Andrews (03 366 6049 or e-

mail saraha@methodist.org.nz) in the Connexional Office in Christchurch. 

 

 

The Anglican Methodist Covenant  

 

All documents relating to the Anglican Methodist Covenant are now available on the 
Methodist website: 

 
http://www.methodist.org.nz/index.cfm/home/anglican_methodist_covenant  

 

mailto:touchstone@paradise.net.nz
mailto:peterv@methodist.org.nz
mailto:saraha@methodist.org.nz
http://www.methodist.org.nz/index.cfm/home/anglican_methodist_covenant
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FROM TRINITY METHODIST  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where the Spirit is aflame! 

 

Snippets from the May Council Meeting ..... 

 

From the Principal we learned that: 

 

 brochures had been prepared for Semester 2 programmes (copies were 

distributed and  appreciation of the content and design were offered); 

 a  most useful meeting had been held with Mission Resourcing Directors and their 

new chairperson Hamish Ott.  (This joint meeting is scheduled to be held on a two 

monthly basis.) 

 a first meeting with the University had been held on the review and 

extension of the Memorandum of Understanding between the University and the 

Theological Colleges. 

 

And the Council itself: 

 

 noted the research and study plans of Dr. Mary Caygill in the area of Spiritual 

Direction; 

 agreed to invite key church leaders to the June meeting of council to 

discuss alternative modes of delivery for ministry training; 

 agreed to refer the draft Terms of Reference for a Gap Year programme 

development to Ministry resourcing; 

 agreed that a discussion paper be developed on student housing; 

 noted that consultation on the Pacific Student policy paper would proceed 

during June. 

 

Catherine Gibson 

Council Chairperson 

 

www.tcol.ac.nz 

 

 

Air Travel  

 
If you regularly have travel booked for you through the Connexional Office, could you please 
let Peter Dent know by email (peterd@methodist.org.nz) of any Airpoints & Frequent Flyer 
numbers that you may have, so that we can provide these numbers when booking flights for 
you.  
 

mailto:peterd@methodist.org.nz
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