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Sunday 7 September 2014
The law of love 

Year A - Pentecost 13 - 55A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Exodus 12.1-14 The institution of the Passover. An animal is to be killed for dinner but some of the blood must be put on the doorposts.  “…when I see the blood I will pass over you.”
Psalm 149 “All you faithful people praise the glorious Lord.” A song of praise tinged with a note of the psalmist’s vengefulness. 
Romans 13.8-14
All our responsibilities toward others can be summed up in the words “love others.”  The day of our salvation is drawing nearer, so we should live accordingly. 
Matthew 18.15-20
Jesus gives instruction for handling sin in the church and then talks of the power of two or three people praying together.
Season of Creation

The observance of a Season of Creation began in the Lutheran Church in Australia in 2000 as a response to the environmental crisis. Since then this opportunity for the church to examine creation-based themes has spread to many different denominations and around the world. The 2014 theme is The Spirit in Creation and this year’s series is outlined below:
Sept 7 

1st Sunday in Creation
Forest Sunday
Sept 14 
2nd Sunday in Creation
Land Sunday
Sept 21 
3rd Sunday in Creation
High Country Sunday
Sept 28 
4th Sunday in Creation 
River Sunday
Oct 5 

5th Sunday in Creation 
Blessing of the Animals
Alternative readings for Forest Sunday:
· Genesis 2:4b-22

· Psalm 139:13-16

· Acts 17:22-28

· John 3:1-16

There is now an enormous amount of detailed on-line resource material to help with Season of Creation services:

· The first go-to site is the Australian Season of Creation website which provides resources for a full service each Sunday in MS Word

· The American Let all Creation Praise website has much additional material and adapts the Australian material for US use in a pdf format.

· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has weekly worship planning helps

· The textweek website has range of resources for each week of the season

· The World Council of Churches website has additional information including prayers for forests
· Sermon notes, intercessions, group study and harvest festival ideas by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (in English with Welsh and Irish translations).

· Outline of a prayer service on the theme of creation held at the Ecumenical Centre on 22 April 2013

· Resources collected by the Anglican Communion Environmental Network
· Resources including a set of worship service outlines by the United Church of Canada

· Exegetical and liturgical resources collected by the Network of Earthkeeping Christian Communities in South Africa (in English and Afrikaans)

· Prayers, blessings and meditations collected by the European Christian Environmental Network (in a variety of languages). 

· Additional Season of Creation resources on the Seasons of the Spirit website

· Season of Creation resources by the Mid North Coast Uniting ecoministry in Australia

· Prayers and liturgies, preaching and educational resources by the Canadian Green Church project (in English and French)

In addition Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” (2009) that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. They deal with the issue of science and faith which is important for all of us, but especially for young people in the secondary and tertiary age group. 

There is also a copy of the DVD The Last Ocean (2012 – PG 88 mins). This is a documentary movie about the race to protect the earth’s last untouched ocean, the Ross Sea, Antarctica. These are available for free loan (provided you pay the postage) on request from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz.
Father’s Day

The practice of celebrating Father’s Day originated in 1909 in Washington, USA when Sonora Smart Dodd thought it would be great to have a day to honour her father. Other people who also wanted to honour their fathers joined her and so Father’s Day began. Alternative readings for Father’s Day:
Genesis 37.19-24, 29-35 Because of their jealousy Joseph’s brothers plot to get rid of him. They tell their father Jacob that Joseph has been killed by a wild animal. Jacob is inconsolable in his grief.
Psalm 103.6-13 Just as parents are kind to their children, the Lord is kind to all who worship him.
Ephesians 6.1-4 The household code from Ephesians. Children obey your parents. Parents don’t be hard on your children.
Matthew 1.18-25  An angel appeared to Joseph and told him that he should marry Mary and that her baby was from the Holy Spirit.
Go to “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 4 September 2011 in the 10 Minutes archives for Father’s Day resources. 

Child Poverty Action Group -  Hikoi for children

Join Child Poverty Action Group in a hikoi for children on Saturday 6th September in Auckland (and hopefully some other places too!) Meet at 11.00am at Britomart, Downtown.  This is going to be a really positive, fun event to show the energy and passion of all the people in New Zealand committed to giving children the best possible start in life.



	Introduction / Background
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	Romans

There are several possible different directions you can head today. Apart from the four set lectionary readings, the beginning of spring (in the Southern Hemisphere) and the first Sunday of the Season of Creation lend themselves to a series focussing on new life and environmental issues. In addition it is Father’s Day and a sensitive focus on family issues in our rapidly changing society would be a relevant theme for most congregations.
Although we’ve come to the end of the pre-planned series of messages through Paul’s letter to the Romans, “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will stay with this stream from the lectionary until it runs out next week. For a brief introduction to the letter see the 13 July ‘14 edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A – Pentecost 12  – 55A (4 September 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Oliver had borrowed a heap of money from his rich and generous uncle so he could launch his own little start-up business. Since the money seemed to be so easily available he had secured enough for a few little extras like a nice new company car for himself, and a state-of-the-art phone system.

But there did come a time when the debt fell due. The uncle asked his nephew to call in and see him. He explained to Oliver that the term of the loan had run its course and immediate repayment was now expected.  

“I’m sorry uncle, I can’t repay it right now.”

“We do have a contract, and I do want my money back. Just sell off some of your assets, so you can repay your debt.”
“The debt is rather large. Please give me more time. To repay you now I’d have to take everything out of the business and shut it down, and I’d have to sell my house and car… and even then I’d be short. Pleeeaase uncle, I beg you give me a chance. If I had more time I’d be able to repay you.”

The uncle was touched by Oliver’s plight. He said, “Okay, forget the debt then. I’ll write it off. Go on, get on your way. I hope your business venture goes well.”
Oliver left with a skip in his step. Just as he got to his car, an acquaintance was walking down the pavement. Oliver recognised him as someone who had borrowed ten dollars from him a few weeks back.

“Hey, Have you got my ten dollars?”

“Not at the moment. I’m still a bit short still mate.”

Oliver rushed up to him and grabbed him by the throat and demanded, “Pay up now you scoundrel.”
What would his uncle think of the way Oliver was behaving?

In essence, this is a story that Jesus told (Matthew 18.25-35) and it is a good introduction to our reading from Romans today. Carrying straight on from Paul’s advice that we should pay our taxes he declares, “Let love be your only debt!” (Romans 13.8 CEV)
His point is that we are so indebted to Christ for all that he has done for us that he expects us, in turn, to be generous towards others. In other words we…
Don’t keep a relationship ledger
Love is not calculating. 
It is spontaneous, and random, and generous. 
Yet we can easily get into a pattern of “I’ll do that for you, if you do this for me” as though we have to balance love given with love received. It can happen in families as well as among friends. It’s the kind of thinking that says:
· We should have Luke and Sue because for tea, because they had us.
· You should listen to me talk about my work, because I listened to you.
· I’ll bring you flowers, if you cut my lunch.

So… if love doesn’t work like that, then how does it work?

The benchmark is not me. I don’t have to compare everything to what I am getting. 
The benchmark is Christ who gave his everything. His law “love others as much as you love yourselves” forms the basis of all the Bible commandments. Paul cites four examples: The commandments to be faithful in marriage, not to murder, not to steal, and not to want what belongs to others (Romans 13.9): 
1. Too often people are unfaithful in marriage because they believe that have found love. In reality it is not that they have found love, but they have lost it. Their passions and selfishness have over-ridden the respect and faithfulness that are characteristic of true love. As we mentioned last week, love is not that warm feeling that comes and goes. It is giving of yourself for the sake of another. If we truly love others we will be faithful in marriage.
2. We all meet people we don’t get along with. These situations can deteriorate to such an extent that we may consider some people (or even some nations) to be enemies. The discomfort caused by these people may create a desire to get rid of them. But love does not seek to get rid of its enemies, it seeks to get reconciled to them. If we truly love others we will not murder.
3. By its nature love is giving. In Christ we recognise that those things that we have are not really our own, and therefore we need to share them. By contrast, those who steal use the opposite logic and reason, “what you have is not really your own, I need to take it.” If we truly love others we will not steal.
4. Similarly, if we are covetous we look at the possessions of others and desire to have them for ourselves. Whereas, by contrast, love looks at the needy and underprivileged and desires to work meet their needs. If we truly love others we will not covet.
The commandments are a reminder that there is a dark side of life. Our life in this world sometimes takes us into dark and shadowy places. The law of love is a guiding light to lead us. So Paul calls us to be ready to…
Live in the light (Romans 13.12)
He says, “It is time to wake up. You know that the day when we will be saved is nearer now than when we first put our faith in the Lord” (Romans 13.11 CEV).

It seems that Paul was expecting the immanent return of Christ. Although from our point of view the time delay has been significant, it is also true that it is “nearer now” and that the call to “wake up” is just as relevant. The “night” that “is almost over” is this present age. The “day” that “will soon appear” is the age to come. We prepare for the reign of Christ by abandoning all dark deeds and living in the light.
The metaphor of light and darkness is interesting. The light that is to be welcomed by those who seek to follow Christ is the very thing that is feared by those who know their behaviour is inappropriate. A sign that we are taking a wrong path is when we don’t want people to know what we are doing. Truth likes the light. It sets us free from stumbling in the darkness.
We all have an inclination to follow our own selfish desires. This shows itself variously in greed, lust and pride… but we also have a choice. We have the opportunity to rise above our base desires and decide on a better way. 
Switching from the metaphor of light to that of putting on a garment, Paul suggests that we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13.14).  This idea of clothing ourselves with Christ is a repeated one in the New Testament letters (see also Galatians 3.27-28 and Ephesians 4.20-25). The thought is that we can try to wear the same attitudes and loving actions that we see in Christ. We know from our experience that in practice this is not so much a matter of being instantaneously transformed as being involved in continuous renewal as we daily seek to imitate the example of Christ and live by the law of love.


	 Illustrations /  

 Stories
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	Measuring light

Have you ever tried to measure light? I remember when I was a child we had a family friend who was a photography buff. This was in the days before cameras were digital and automatic. So when it came to taking a group photo it wasn’t just a matter of getting everyone to say “cheese”. First he would get out the little lux meter, and hold it up to measure the light. Then he could set the aperture, and the shutter speed. Then… if the group was still there at this stage, he could focus the camera… and finally take a photo.

So it is that we have several measures for light. Candlepower measures the light at its source. A foot-candle is the measure of light produced by a candle on an object a foot away from it.
When we buy a data projector to project inside the church we need to know it will be bright enough so the projected image can be seen. The brightness is measured in lumens. The more lumens the better, especially in a big, well-lit chapel. A lumen is the metric equivalent of a foot-candle. It measures the light falling on a square metre surface.
Being able to measure light intensity is important in getting a clear picture. In fact all these things are related. Lux is an abbreviation for lumens per square metre

And foot-candles measure lux per square foot. While the light source or lumens can remain the same it’s pretty obvious that the further you move from the light source the less candlepower you have!
The metaphor is a good one. Christ is the light of the world. If we are to live in the light we need to be near him who is the source.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
 Ctrl+Click to  

 follow links

	Clothed with Christ - Genevieve Falleur
French-Canadian musician Genevieve Falleur has a track called Clothed with Christ that matches nicely today’s theme. It is off her 2010 Whosoever Will album. This track is suitable for playing in church this Sunday to set the scene for your service. Listen on YouTube
Father’s Day - Hard to get the right question
This Kiwi talk-back caller to More FM just can’t seem to find the right question. Listen on YouTube.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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Display table
Cover a table at the front of the church with items of clothing: Shoes, jacket, socks, shirt, skirt, belt, tie etc.

Make no comment about this. 
Before the last hymn get someone to place a large sign in the middle of the table. (Perhaps written on a blackboard or whiteboard on an easel.)
The sign should read:
Let the Lord Jesus Christ be as near to you as the clothes you wear. Romans 13.14 CEV



	Music
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Abba father, let me be SIS 305; CMP 3; S1 1

A new commandment I give unto you WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
Awake, awake, fling off the night WOV 412
Awake my soul and with the sun MHB 931; WOV 469; H&P 632; CMP 804
Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 

    S1 79
Father God I give all thanks SIS 97

Father in heaven how we love you SIS 472; CMP 135 ; S1 96

Father we love you SIS 452; CMP 142; S1 103

God our father, mother, lover HIOS 48

He shall feed his sheep SIS 120 

How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

How great is our God (purchase sheet music from musicnotes)

In heavenly armour SIS 630; CMP 639; S1 228

Jesus we look to thee MHB 718; WOV 369; H&P 760

Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317
Light of the world you stepped down into darkness S3 1406 
Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335
Loving Spirit  AA 94

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887
O Father of the fatherless CMP 906; S1 382

Our Father God, your name we praise (words below – tune WOV 27)

Our God our help MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S2 905

Put on the garment of praise SIS 300

The law of Christ alone WOV 554; H&P 407

This is my will WOV 401

We come to be with you today S4 2117

The hymn Our Father God, your name we praise comes from the Ausbund. The Ausbund is the hymn collection of the severely persecuted 16th century Anabaptists. This particular hymn was written by Leenaerdt Clock (transl. Earnest Payne) and is still used as the 2nd hymn every Sunday by the Old Order Amish Mennonites, who continue to sing it in Old German (known as Pennsylvania Dutch). The tune (Mit Freuden Zart) is reasonably well known and comes from the same time and context. You’ll find the tune in WOV 27.

Our Father God, your name we praise, 
to you our hymns addressing, 
and joyfully our voices raise, 
your faithfulness confessing. 
Assembled by your grace, O Lord, 
we seek fresh guidance from your word. 
Now grant anew your blessing. 


Touch, Lord, the lips that speak for thee; 
set words of truth before us,
that we may grow in constancy, 
the light of wisdom over us. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
may hungry souls again be fed; 
may heavenly food restore us. 


As with each other here we meet, 
your grace alone can feed us, 
as here we gather at your feet 
we pray that you will heed us. 
The power is thine, O Lord divine, 
the kingdom and the rule are thine. 
May Jesus Christ still lead us!



	Prayers
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	Collects 
O God, you bear your people ever on your heart and mind. 

Watch over us in your protecting love, 

that, strengthened by your grace 

and led by your Spirit,

we may not miss your way for us 

but enter into your glory 

made ready for all in Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Go before us Lord in all that we do, 

with your most gracious favour, 

and guide with your continual help, 

that in all our works, 

begun, continued and ended in you, 

we may glorify your holy name, 

and finally by your mercy obtain everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Spring flowers

We find you, O God, 
in the season of spring, 
when bud nodules form petals 
of open hands 
enfolding pollen stamen 
enticing the insects to feast.

Their wisdom, not of Solomon, 
of living within the natural order, 
is a window into the beauty 
and joyful cadence 
touching the creation.


Creator God, 

as we enjoy the beauty of the flowers, 

and their fresh life and colour, 

we thank You for life itself, 

and your continuing creation.

Grant us wisdom to stand in awe, 

and insight to live in harmony 

with your garden and its abundant life. 

Amen.

© John Howell, Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Parish Union Church, 2009)  - used with permission
A new song of praise - Psalm 149.1-5
Shout praises to the Lord!

Sing him a new song of praise

    when his loyal people meet.
People of Israel, rejoice

    because of your Creator.

    People of Zion, celebrate

    because of your King.

Praise his name by dancing

    and playing music on harps

    and tambourines.

The Lord is pleased

    with his people,

    and he gives victory

    to those who are humble.

All of you faithful people,

praise our glorious Lord!

    Celebrate and worship.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Thanks for our senses

We give thanks this morning for our senses:


Eyes that enable us to recognise people who love us

That discern colour, and textures and shades and the gentle 
surprises of spring, touches of green on dry brown, 



whispers of colour coming from beginning blossoms


Eyes that look out over huge landscapes, 



and exult in skies of blue blue blue

We give you thanks for taste


The sharp sensation of tangy fruit in salad


The mouthful of roast, of a good bread, of a steam pudding


The air fresh and clean in a pine forest, at ocean’s edge, 


The particular mix of exotic food, warily sampled then eagerly consumed:
                      “What an unusual food!” 


Chocolate, and caramel, and mandarin, and ginger…

We thank you for sounds


The voice calling us to come and be part of an experience: 



“Come and be with me!”

The rollicking of children’s poetry and giggles from its hearers as 


Hairy MacLairy repeats his crime for the umpteenth time 


The joy of a familiar car coming up the driveway expressed in a dog 
                        bouncing on the verandah


The glory of a piece of music, well-known much loved, coming at an 
                        unexpected time,    

The clatter and chuffeting of well-maintained machinery doing its 
work effectively, efficiently, as it was meant to do

For all that we hear that lifts our spirits, we give praise

We thank you for touch


The wonder of a child nestling in to go to sleep on our lap


The feel of pile carpet between bare toes, 



the crunch of new clothes on a special occasion, 



that delicious enfolding of cold fresh water on a stickily-hot day 

The embrace of a friend whom we’ve not seen for some time

That gentle hug that reassures in times of difficulty, of pain

The smeary kiss from a child so glad to see us that they do not stop 
to clean up first

            We thank you for touch

We thank you for smells


Honeysuckle in a still evening


Bread baking, roast chicken wafting out in the moments before dinner


The anonymous flower in a garden along the road that beckons us to lean, 
                        to gently hold, to inhale 



ahh wonder!


The unexpected waft of flower-perfume from a passer-by



Coffee from a café


Aniseed, vanilla, cinnamon and a sharp memory tug from long ago

We wander through this glorious world that we have been given, us too often with 
senses stopped, inured, deadened to wonder:

Lord: 

En-liven us: teach us to live more fully, to love more deeply, to praise more widely.

Amen
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)



	Communal 

Sharing


	Spring photo competition
Ask your congregation to look for signs of spring that they can photograph. Allow a couple of weeks for people to bring photos of daffodils, lambs, baby birds, cherry blossoms, backyard cricket… or anything else they deem to have a spring flavour.   Print and display the photos in your church service, or project them. Use them as the basis for a thanksgiving prayer. Get someone (outside the congregation) to judge the best and award prizes.
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	Children
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NIV = New International Version of the Bible
	Clothe yourself
When Nathan woke up at 7.45am on Friday morning he thought it was Saturday. On Saturday he plays football at 8.30am down at the football club grounds. He quickly hunted around for his football jersey and his shorts, put them on, then headed to the kitchen for breakfast. His mum had a startled look on her face which puzzled Nathan.

     “G’morning mum! Whatsup?”

     “What’s up with you? Why the football kit?”

     “For football.”
     “On Friday??” 
     “On no! I thought it was Saturday.”
     “Go and get your school clothes on.”

Putting on the right clothes can be quite important. When we have our school clothes on it looks like we are ready for school. But when we have our football clothes on it looks like we are ready for football.
Our Bible reading today is about having the right clothes on. It says to “clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ” Romans 13.14 (NIV). Putting on a person sounds a bit difficult – if not impossible. But what it means is that we can put on the same attitude that Jesus had. Jesus went out of his way to love and care for people. To put on Christ we have to think less about ourselves and what we want, and more about the needs of others. We can do that by sharing our friendship and our possessions with other people.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Google images for

· “Light in the dark”

· “Father”

· “Spring”

Cartoon from reverendfun

· Father’s Day
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“Clothed in Christ” t-shirts
In 126 styles from zazzle
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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