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Sunday 5 October 2014
The season of creation
Year A - Pentecost 17- 59A

As Andrew is currently on study leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by John Howell.

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Psalm 19 
Philippians 3.4b-14  
Matthew 21.33-46  
Season of Creation

Today is the 5th Sunday of the Season of Creation. This Sunday is St Francis of Assisi Day. A full order of service for a Blessing of the Animals is available from “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 29 September 2013 in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. Excellent resources for this are to be found on the Season of creation website. 

World Communion Sunday

It is also World Communion Sunday, a day to promote Christian unity and ecumenical co-operation. The suggested readings for this are: Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 96; 1 Peter 2.4-10; Matthew 28.16-20. Go to Textweek for resources.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Pentecost 16 – 59A (2 October 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	As this is the season of creation, I will focus on Psalm 19 and Matthew 21.  The stewardship of creation is a theme found in Mt 21 – the renters of the vineyard.  If we take the second creation myth in Genesis 2 as about living in a garden, Mt 21 is a good parable about caring for it.  Psalm 19 begins with how the heavens tell of the glory of God, and how we can understand and see God through the creation (Romans 1:20)  Day to day pours forth speech, yet it is a speechless voice.  (The NRSV is an accurate translation of the Hebrew, whereas the KJV is not).  I see this as a complex metaphor.  The voice of God then is speechless, yet the words go to the end of the world.  There is a voice in the creation, which the wise will listen to.  The second part of the psalm finds wisdom in the Torah. It revives the soul, has a simplicity to it, and leads to joy and enlightenment.  It is more desirable than gold and sweeter than honey.  Such insight is relevant in our consumer age, where money is worshipped and economics is presented as the only game in town.  
Verse 4b-6 has reference to the sun – verse 6 “nothing is hid from its heat.”  We are dependent upon the energy of the sun in the heavens for life, yet without the wisdom of the “law of the Lord” to keep a sense of proportion, we will become overcooked. 

(This is from a chapter in my ebook: “Voice and metaphor”. Available through Amazon. In it I reject the dualism of a natural verses a revealed theology, and take metaphor as essential in religious language.  Psalm 19 is a good example of the use of metaphor.)
If God is known in and through the creation, and we are made in the image of God, then the wise gardener, or tenant or steward will care for the garden in a godly and sustainable way.   See the poem “Pure” below.
Mt 21 is a reminder about ownership.  We do not own the vineyard, we are trustees or stewards of it.  Trustees on boards of not for profits often get this wrong, they think they own it.  But they are trustees, to receive the trust as a gift, use it wisely and sustainably, and pass it on to the next generation.  It is an attitude as much as an ethic, trustees can take the view they are only accountable to themselves.  This story is a reminder of their moral accountability.  A servant should not act as a bully.  
This moral duty is critical in considering the issues of carbon pollution.  If we make the garden toxic, that is equivalent to theft.  Thou shalt not steal –Exodus 20:15 -from future generations. 
Psalm 19, verse 14 is a great finish for a sermon.  



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	  In his latest book “The Rebirthing of God”, John Philip Newell begins his eight themes of pilgrimage with the theme of ‘coming back into relationship with the Earth as sacred’.  He starts with prayer at Iona in the ruins of the 13th century nunnery.  The Abbey up the road has a roof.  The Nunnery does not.  He says the ancient Celts spoke of the cathedral of earth, sea and sky.  It is a spirituality of intimacy with the natural world.  Wherever our sacred sites are, we must ensure that the language we use, the rituals we celebrate, and the symbols we employ keep pointing to the great living cathedral of earth, sky and sea.  (Skylight Paths pub 2014)


	Broader / Personal

Preparation


	New Zealanders should go to www.lastocean.org for a sobering wake up call that we are not 100% pure.  
For up to date climate change information go to www.nzclimatechangecentre.org 
The film “Hot Air” is a film festival film documenting the lack of inaction on climate change in NZ.

A book outlining the moral issues is 
“A perfect moral storm” by Stephen Gardiner, OUP 2011

See also http://thiniceclimate.org


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	There is a splendid video presentation of Psalm 19 which reads the text against a background of photos of the universe.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFVwaAX6qqg
or Google search: “The heavens declare the glory of God Narnia code”



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
WOV 625  The heavens are telling
WOV 330 The heaven’s declare

AA 143 Touch the earth lightly

AA 54 God of the galaxies

AA 119 Sing green

FFS 17 For everyone born a place at the table (communion hymn)
FFS 31 God who carved this timeless landscape

FFS Where are the voices of the earth

HIOS 17 Look in wonder

	Prayers

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Confession

Based on Psalm 19
Creator God, 

The heavens tell of your glory,

the sky of your work.

Their voice is without speech or words,

yet this voice goes through the whole world.

We thank you for the voice of your creation.

Wise God,

Your law revives our souls,

and our hearts rejoice.

Its value is greater than any money,

and sweeter than honey.

We thank you for your sacred wisdom

and we stand in awe of your truth.

Redeeming God,

You are rock in the midst of sand.

We know there is great sense 

in following your ways,

which leads us to the good life.

We are grateful for this spiritual foundation

and we thank you for it.

Forgive us when we do foolish things.

Forgive us when we are presumptuous or arrogant.

Loving and creating God,

Accept the words of our prayer,

and the meditation of our hearts.

Confirm again your words of love

and the wisdom of your way,

known in Jesus Christ,

who gave his life for us, Amen.
© John Howell

Collect (to say together)

Psalm 19
O God, my rock and my redeemer,

Your world is a speechless voice

that tells of your glory.

Your laws and wisdom,

tell the basis for the good life.

Accept the words of my mouth

and the meditation of my heart

so I may find the sacred way, Amen.
© John Howell

Communion prayer

Creating God,

Our finely tuned universe

twinkles to us in the night.

We can only wink back,

beyond the horizon of comprehension,

to intricate infinities of stellar light.

God of love,

given in human form,

You grace us with your image.

We need light and love,

the flourishing care of a mother’s bond,

the gentleness of the potter’s touch,

sculpturing earth into joy.

Spirit of God,

You inspire us as a thinking feeling people,

who thrive in loving relationships,

and blossom in a flower bed of care.

Yet our world is hurtful and indifferent;

hostile like an angry wasp.

Forgive me for my part of it.

Warm my heart,

not with the discord of the greedy,

or the pride of the gated rich,

for these are the leaves of autumn.

Warm my heart,

not under the leaky roof of our economic shed,

or in the leaky boat of the gated elite,

for these are the dregs from a false god.

Warm my heart,

as I listen to the voice deep within,

resonating within me to redeeming love

and the grace of your image.  

Nourish me with the bread of life.

Feed me with the wine of the soul.

Walk beside me.  Amen.

© John Howell



	Communal 

Sharing


	Pure

As long as the air was clean,

so was the rain;

as long as the land was unsoiled,

so was the stream;

as long as the stream was filtered,

so was the lake;

when we drank its water,

it cleared our throats.
River, you carry the melted snow from the peaks

the rain from the catchment and the lakes;
you purify the aquifers

feed the forests and farms

greening grass and budding leaves.

The gardener sang as he worked

in the cadence of creation

marrying the land and the river

in the fertility of his garden.

Swimming in the river’s rippling currents

he felt renewed and entranced 

by its rare voice.

© John Howell 



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	The theme of tending the garden gifted to us by God can easily be demonstrated with fruits or veges from a local source.  Interview someone from the congregation about what makes a good garden, and how to look after it.  

Discuss with the children some special places of natural beauty that point to the delights of creation.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is in this edition is prepared by John Howell. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image3.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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