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Sunday 5 January 2014
Poised on the brink of 2014
Year A - Christmas 2 – 07A
As Andrew Gamman is currently on leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Alan K Webster
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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Prayers
Communal sharing
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Jeremiah 31.7-14 The Lord promises restoration and blessing for his people. “I will protect them like a Shepherd.”
Psalm 147 A song of praise to God who restores his people, renews their hopes and helps the poor.
Ephesians 1.3-14 God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
John 1.(1-9) 10-18 “The Word became a human being and lived here with us. We saw his true glory…”


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link

	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Christmas 2 – 07A (2 January 2011)

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	JEREMIAH
· This is the promise of renewal from a place of hopelessness, captivity, despair…Jeremiah’s words are affirming that the present reality is not all there is. It’s worth pointing out that when the exiles did finally return, there was a lot of work that needed to be done rebuilding, repairing, restoring: and the promised bounty came at the cost of a lot of sweat! The Church down the ages has seen this as being fulfilled in Jesus: again, we need to remember that when Jesus preached about the proximity of God’s Kingdom, there were still poor, there were still shortages of food, there were still people oppressed and needing healing and delivery,. What changed was not the external circumstances, but people’s heart-attitudes: the kingdom of God burning within people’s hearts provoked (and provokes) people to make changes…the Kingdom of God still needs effort, work, energy…this bounty is not cheap.
EPHESIANS 

· One older New Testament commentator (John Stott) subtitles his commentary to the Letter to the Ephesians “God’s New Society”. Re-reading this passage and coming ones through that lens gives new perspectives…is this what God wants from my community? From me? If this is ideal, what is the reality and why? It can be an interesting exercise to filter Parish Council decisions through that matrix:  is this decision or prioritising evolving our community towards a new society, or are we safeguarding a heritage, keeping safe? 
· This opening passage is about intentional equipping: about God’s somehow choosing to use us for his purposes, about a plan that is being unfolded in us and with us. A huge part of this is the Holy Spirit…

· The Greek work for spirit, pneuma, can also be translated breath/wind/life-force…re-reading this passage to say that God’s holy breath inspires (!) or God’s holy wind empowers gives added nuances to an already beautiful passage. That’s a topic in itself…
JOHN

· If Ephesians is a guitar strummed around a campfire, John’s opening passages are a pipe organ: huge swelling chords reminding us of things like size, capacity, volume, decibels, majesty, the indescribable. A good dramatic reading might even take advantage of this: IMHO, Bach’s  Toccata and Fugue in D minor would accompany John 1 well..and not at low volume, either! The theology behind this passage fills countless tomes…and many of John’s hearers would doubtless be familiar with what he’s implying. For many others, however, it would perhaps be heard as a glorious enthronement of Jesus in the purposes of God: and sometimes it needs to be heard as sheer glory, not as a puzzle to be completed. 


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	· John 1 lends itself to all the excesses of whatever theatrics are available: here’s the opportunity to roll out blinding lightbulbs atop poles, dry ice, recordings of huge music, photographs from your best photographers of dramatic skies and cloudscapes. Google images if you must: but in all the digital camera files in your congregation there must surely be images that will lift hearts in praise! Hold a competition for the best image of light: and put all entries in a collation behind (say) the instrumental bits of Dire Straits’ Love over Gold, Dvorak, or Beethoven’s 5th or 9th…(get some more contemporary ideas from your musos: ask them what music should accompany John 1: 1-9!)
PSALM 147 This is a creation psalm…celebrating God’s splendour and the multitude of creatures, weather conditions  “Earth with its store of wonders untold” The right kind of person in your congregation might respond to the challenge to come up with images of all that they love in this world: a catalogue of strange and beautiful animals, of geological conditions, of polar and desert landscapes, or images of nature in all its glory…the picture for this Psalm is of God not merely creating and leaving it to operate by itself, but of a creator continually actively engaged in the upkeep and moderation of the world. This can be a difficult concept for today’s more literal and mechanistic population: but the Psalmist rejoices in God’s bounty and continuing nurture in a way that provides comfort and hope. 
It’s worth noting that some Bible translations sound a little less jingoistic, xenophobic and self-satisfied than others to modern ears..have a careful look.  

· Countless Youtube offerings provide this kind of material: google “Creation” , “Beauty of Birds” or “flowers” and choose from myriads of offerings, with and without suitable music…

	
	

	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	This is the first Sunday of the year…and for many of our people, 2014 will be a year of unknowns, uncertainties, unexpected events.. A Letter to Myself can be a way of preparing our hearts for what’s coming.

A photocopied letter with starters such as 

Hi! This is a message for me for the 30th of June….
(listed down the left hand margin, with space between each line)
 I expect that by this time…
I am worried about ….
I am hoping for….
I am praying for….
I want to finish…
I want to start….
I want to have dealt with…
I want to nurture and make more of…

My prayer for myself is..  
Have your congregation seal their completed letters in blank envelopes, and on the outside have them write as if an addressed letter – no stamp – and collect them all in a big, sealable envelope such as those used for posting calendars overseas. Seal the envelope ceremoniously (with a prayer, below) and put the envelopes away for six months. Re-distribute them, unopened (of course!) on June 29th…anyone who’s not there for that service, place a stamp in the appropriate place and pop it in the mail 

A prayer of committal:

Here in this envelope we commit our hopes, our fears, and our prayers for the coming year. We will not be the same people when we come to read what we have written: our prayers are that we will be surprised by what has happened: surprised by what didn’t happen, surprised by what did. We commit these words to our future reading in hope and in love: in the confidence that you are Lord of the future as you are of the now, and that your grace will once again, have joyfully surprised us.

In Jesus’ name

Amen
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This is a (copyright free) image of what walking looks like (Wikipedia “walking”) t put up on screen and look at… 
See where the balance shifts…where equilibrium is…where it depends on forward motion…where another (invisible) limb is carrying all the weight 
How might this be a metaphor for our church?

How does a crawler learn to walk? Are there conclusions for any of us in this?



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Our life has its seasons AA113

Where the road runs out AA156, WOV 672
All will be well AA 2 (a round that children will enjoy)

Take my gifts and let me love you AA 127
The journey of Life WOV 670

God of the Ages WOV 662

God is working his purpose out WOV 652

How firm a foundation WOV 491 (altered words)  

On this day, the first of days (select verses) WOV 368

Morning has broken WOV 91

Lord you have searched me WOV 90

Another year is dawning MHB 954

Standing at the portal of the opening year MHB 955

Come let us anew our journey pursue MHB 956

Father let me dedicate all this year to thee MHB 957

                                  (and MHB 958 & 959? I don’t know them, but you might?)

Far and near S1 90

This is the day that the Lord has made S1 516 & 517 (old version)
All around the world there’s a new day dawning S2 613

Here we stand at a crossroads again S3 1251

Awake my soul and with the sun MP 804, MHB 931

From the rising of the sun MP 163

And some suggestions from John Thornley

God, companion of our journey  SUSSEX or CROSS OF JESUS Jocelyn Marshall  HIOS 32
Lover of creation JESU, MEINE FREUDE  Marnie Barrell HIOS 98

God of the past J Mills FFS  26 
A child was born in Bethlehem  C Sheehy     COC 1      



	Prayers

	1. We stand poised

We stand poised
      Waiting

          Balanced between the years

What is behind is behind

We commit all now into your care

           regrets

              disappointments

                 brokenness

                    discouragement

                         damaged relationships

                          hard words

things done by us and to us
         we leave them all behind
What is ahead concerns us now
what has happened behind can affect how we walk into the future

We choose, in this moment, 

               to carry only that which will help us into this new year

We choose in this moment to carry those lessons, 

                                                           those skills, 

                                                              those understandings 

that will lead us toward light, 

towards wholeness, towards integration and love

We choose, as we stand poised, to walk in faith into the future before us



in grateful acknowledge of the surrounding enveloping strength of your grace 
Amen

-Alan K Webster

An action prayer:
(led from the front: probably with young-at-heart congregation. This involves standing with the congregation and facing the same direction as they do…it’s basically slow motion, centred walking: they will imitate what you do, and without you “watching” : you will be leading without seeing who’s following (!)
Arms outstretched forward, facing forward:

“We’re ready to step into the new year [lift up left foot]

There’s one foot still where it was [wriggle right foot]
The other’s in the air waiting:

[Swing arms back to stick out behind]

There are bits of us left behind us…but as we move on, they’ll have to come with us

[shift weight onto right foot, so that both feet on ground]
When we move, the balance changes…and we get ready to move…not just our legs, not just our arms, but our whole selves

And the time will come when we move on

[lift up right foot]
Ready for a new move…

[arms by side]
And so we walk…leaving what is behind, shifting balance, keeping upright and trusting that the walk ahead will be in hopeful grace

Amen

-Alan K Webster

(see image above) 

	Communal 

Sharing


	Ask “Can you remember hearing a word that was a) a surprise and b) a relief to you?” (It might have been a Yes or even a No that opened a way to perspectives unexpected…to a partnership, to a life change of some kind…) These questions can be sprung on congregations for spontaneous, unprepared responses…it can also be profitable to warn people at the beginning of the service, or even the Sunday before, if not by telephone (!) to ensure some kind of response. It depends on the proportion of people who need to be prepared in your group!) A portable microphone makes it easy for everyone to hear, and gets past the time taken to walk to the front…
The next question might be “ What was it in the person who asked your question that gave them the right to ask it?...”which could lead into an unfolding of John’s

presentation of Jesus as the Word, the Answer form One who asked the question, the source of wisdom…

In some communities, pet sheep are part of the experiences of your people…can they share those memories? Bring their ribands?  -> it’s important to remind people of the difference between the pet sheep of the Middle Eastern Shepherd and the vast flocks of the sheepstations. “Shepherd” is an intimate, not an economic picture…it needs contextualising! Footrot Flats cartoons (Murray Ball) have some very funny panels IMHO underlining this…



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	This can be a time of anxiety for children facing a new classroom, a new home, a new set of experiences. Prepare several ( 6?) A2 or A3 sheets of cardboard, and tape “tokens” on the back, that “entitle” the bearer to something small from members of the congregation (dried fruit/token to be first out to morning tea/$2 shop stuff? Try and go wide than food: but chocolate’s always welcome)) Invite the children to name their uncertainties…write them, in big black letters with a broad-nibbed markerpen, on the facing side of the cardboard placards, then get the owners of the presents to tell about their uncertainties as well. The point is to get the children to realise that we all have uncertainties…so if a child mentions school changes, ask the congregation if anyone remembers those worries form their own childhood. Ask them what it was like…what helped (or didn’t!). Once a response..any response is given , flip the placard over to reveal your pre-planted “token” taped to the back: which they will then use to claim from the member of the congregation who has it, the named reward…

(the reason for such a complex (?) system is interaction and mutual involvement ..lots of people taking part across generations, and a practical deomontsratin that what we anticipate is often not all bad…)
With some children, keeping the placards and bringing them out again just after (eg) school starts again might be instructive…not from an “I told you so” perspective but an answer to prayer perspective…

A prayer over the placards, after they have been flipped:

“We take up all the things we worry about and offer them up to you, Lord: and leave them in your care. 

Amen”

 More resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint

	I have prepared a simple communion powerpoint for a first Sunday service that is available from Wendy wendyk@methodist.org.nz …modify it however you like.  It’s called Jan14cmm (
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Alan K Webster. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
Children’s Bulletin for Today
Questions to talk about, think about:

· What do you still remember from Christmas four days ago?

· What were the best bits for you?

· What did you find out about Christmas that you didn’t know before?

· If you were telling someone who didn’t know about Christmas, what would you tell them it was all about?

· Is anything going to be new for you thus year?

· Get help to draw a timeline of your life so far. Leave room for what’s coming this year, that you don’t know about yet (!)

· Put on the timeline a picture about these things:

1. The best holiday you’ve ever had

2. The most scared you’ve ever been

3. The nicest food you ever eaten

4. The time you did really well and are most proud of

5. The best present you ever had
6. Anything else you’d like to put on

Now in the part of your timeline that’s coming, next year, draw a picture of what you think might happen.

When you’ve finished, wait for the others to finish their timelines..maybe add extra bits, do a border, put some of your important people in as well…

When everyone’s ready, all together draw a big heart around the bits on your timeline that you want to…and say this little prayer ..maybe together, maybe just yourself: maybe out loud, maybe in your own heart

“ Lord Jesus, wrap my life up warm and safe in your love…Amen”

You might want to talk to someone you trust about your pictures..
and you might want to put your timeline up somewhere like inside a cupboard door at home, 
to remind you of what you thought might come 
and 
to remind you of God’s heart around all your life..
7

