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Sunday 4 May 2014
We have been rescued 

Year A - Easter 3 - 33A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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Fairtrade
Fortnight

3-18 May 2013


	Acts 2.14a, 36-41 Peter, in his message to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost, explains that the scriptures foretold the resurrection of Jesus. “Everyone in Israel should then know for certain that God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ, even though you put him to death on a cross.” He urges them to respond by turning back to God and being baptised.
Psalm 116.1-4, 12-19 The psalmist praises God for hearing his prayer and saving him from death.
1 Peter 1.17-23 Peter reminds his fellow believers that Christ has set them free from their former useless way of life. “You were rescued by the precious blood of Christ.” Now they are to keep on loving one another.
Luke 24.13-35 The resurrected Christ appears to two disciples as they walk on the road to Emmaus. They don’t recognise him until they arrive at their home and he breaks bread with them.
Fairtrade Fortnight 3-18 May 2014

Those churches that haven’t already changed, should consider a swap to serving only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Your swap to Fairtrade products is an easy and effective way to ensure that producers and growers in the developing world get a fair price for their goods so they can work their way out of poverty. It makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight? Suggest that people should look for the Fairtade logo (left) on products when they are doing their grocery shopping.
Faka-Mē

Faka-Mē is the Tongan church community’s celebration of the Children’s Sunday School Anniversary on the first Sunday of May every year. Traditionally, Faka-Mē is a two service celebration. First there is a service in the morning, then a break for lunch followed by an afternoon service. At both services children lead the worship. Part of their role is to learn by heart all their tasks of the day including Bible and hymn readings as well as plays which are performed at the afternoon service. 

Apart from parents actually showing their support in preparation, it is the Sunday School teachers who spent much of their time in preparing for the Faka-Mē. Part of their role is to create the plays. Each class performs two plays. The teachers choose a story from the Bible, or from early church history, or make up any religious story on their own. It is the role of the Minister to inspect and make sure that all the plays are religiously and culturally appropriate.

Faka-Mē is not about wearing white. Faka-Mē is about children leading worship and preaching and they can wear their new Sunday best in whatever colours their parents choose. However, most chose to wear white that day. Faka-Mē also marks the beginning of the season of family celebrations. It begins with children on the first Sunday of May, Mother’s Day on the second Sunday and Father’s Day on the third Sunday.

A very popular hymn during the Faka-Mē, called “Ko e lotu ‘a e Fānau” (Children’s Prayer), was composed by Rev Dr James Egan Moulton. (It’s about children describing the ultimate and otherness of God but also about a Father that hears their prayer).    

‘Eiki Sihova ko e ‘Otua

Na’a ke ‘afio talu mei mu’a

Taupotu koe, si’i taha au

Ka ke manatu si’i fānau

‘Eiki Taupotu ko e Tamai

Tali ‘a e Lotu ‘oku ou fai

‘Emeni

(Thanks to Kulimoe'anga Fisiiahi for this contribution)



	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
NIV = New International Version of the Bible
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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	Being God’s people

Today we will continue our series through the first letter written by the apostle Peter. The whole series is outlined below:
Being God’s people

27 April
We have hope

            1 Peter 1.3-9

4 May

We have been rescued
1 Peter 1.17-23

11 May
We suffer


1 Peter 2.19-25

18 May
We are chosen

1 Peter 2.2-10

25 May
We have a ready answer
1 Peter 3.13-22

1 June
            We are tested

            1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11

Rescued
“You were rescued” says 1 Peter 1.18 (CEV). This phrase is also translated as “you were ransomed” (NRSV) and “you were redeemed” (NIV). The Greek elutrothete is in the passive voice and carries the basic idea of releasing someone from the bondage of slavery by paying a ransom price to obtain their freedom. Used in a spiritual sense, there are echoes here of the words of Jesus who declared that the Son of Man came to “give his life to rescue many people” (Mark 10.45). The death of Christ is the ransom price and, in this particular passage from Peter, we are rescued from ourselves and our own former empty way of life.
Love

The English word “love” is used to cover a range of meanings. We can use the word to express our taste for peanut butter sandwiches, a mother’s attachment to her baby and God’s concern for his world. Other languages, including the Greek of the New Testament, have a range of words from which to choose to give a particular shade of meaning. With this in mind, it is notable in our reading from Peter today that two different words are used when Peter commends the believers for their love… and then instructs them to keep loving:
      Now you sincerely love each other. But you must keep on loving with all your 
      heart. 1 Peter 1.22 CEV
We can make too much of the differences between the words, but it seems that Peter is commending them for their sense of love as a family together while encouraging them toward the type of sacrificial love shown by Christ.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages which follows the reading from the book of Acts, Year A – Easter 3 – 33A (8 May 2011). 
Further lectionary based resources can be also found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	NZ Music Month
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

SIS: Scripture in Song


	NZ Music Month
New Zealand Music Month is a 31-day nationwide celebration of home-grown talent and the diversity of our unique musical culture. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending kiwi music to use in your worship services.
New Zealand hymn suggestions from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 
The following songs are all found in Hope is our Song, published in 2009 by the NZ Hymnbook Trust. They are selected chronologically. They have been chosen as songs that have quickly found a place in worship, both for their strong texts and singability. As is the custom in the Pasifika worship tradition, you might like to try a mix of spoken and sung texts – one or more verses read aloud, followed by these same verses sung. Or, as an alternative, the whole text read in English, and then sung. 
The CD that goes with the book includes a total of 27 songs from Hope is our Song.  ‘CD’ in brackets will indicate those songs found on the CD recording. The CD includes half of the selection given. The recordings are a guide to helping introduce new songs, as well as giving pleasure to the individual and family - in the family home, rest home and other institutional settings. This CD includes a booklet with all words – something not given with earlier CDs. 

Enjoy and be energised for the faith journey!

No. 4   All will be well (CD)

No. 9   Beautiful Presence (CD)

No.13  Bring in your new world 

No.15  Christ has changed the world’s direction (CD)

No.31  From this holy time (CD)
Other New Zealand song suggestions

He came singing love  AA 59
Let me be kind to you  FFS 40
Lord we glorify your name SIS 581 (maybe a Kiwi song?)
The Kingdom is within you  AA137
(For foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
* New Tribes Mission is an international evangelistic mission group that focuses taking the gospel and humanitarian aid to tribal groups that do not have a translation of the Bible in their own language.
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Gracia & Martin Burnham
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	Gracia and Martin Burnham
Following on from their marriage in 1985, Gracia and Martin Burnham began a time of intense training to serve with New Tribes Mission.* Martin, who was pilot, had to learn the dangerous art of landing a plane on the short air strips that he was going to encounter overseas. When they had completed their training course they left their home in Wichita, Kansas to head for the Philippines. For Martin it was a return to familiar territory because he grew up as a child of parents who were also mission workers in the Philippines. 
For 17 years, Gracia and Martin continued their overseas mission work in the Philippines, during which time they had three children. Martin’s work as a jungle pilot involved delivering mail and supplies, transporting sick and injured patients to medical facilities and encouraging other mission workers. 
On 27 May 2001 Martin had just returned from an overseas trip. He was about to commence work on a small island in the Southern Philippines to fill in for another pilot there. It was Martin and Gracia’s 18th wedding anniversary so, before he left, Gracia had arranged for friends to care for the children and booked the two of them for one night into the Dos Palmas Resort on Palawan Island. 

That was where they were woken by a pounding on their door. Three men with M-16 automatic weapons broke the door in. Along with 18 other guests, Martin and Gracia were rounded up and taken hostage. They were all led down to a waiting speed boat. After three days travelling over the ocean, they finished up in a remote stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf Group, an Islamist separatist terrorist group operating in the southern Philippines. This was only the beginning of the Burnham’s 376 days of captivity. They were never able to settle in one place because the Philippine military were in pursuit of their captors. During their days of captivity they faced near starvation, constant exhaustion and frequent gun battles. Over time most of those in the group of captives were either murdered by their kidnappers or freed after ransoms were paid. 
The kidnappers demanded $1,000,000 for Martin and Gracia’s release. A ransom of $300,000 was paid, yet the kidnappers still refused to release them. During the final rescue attempt by the Philippine Army on 7 June 2002, Martin and Gracia were caught in the cross fire of a gun battle. Martin was killed by three gunshots to the chest and Gracia was shot in her right thigh. With her release now secured and her husband dead, Gracia returned to the United States with their three children.
Gracia was freed… but at what cost: a ransom of $300,000 had been paid, the life of her husband had been taken and she had a bullet in the leg.
In our passage from the epistle today, Peter tells us of God’s rescue mission. It was a mission planned to set us free and, at its centre, was the person of Jesus. What a cost had to be paid! It cost the life of Jesus and it was God who had paid the price – a thought that was no doubt indelibly branded on the mind of Isaac Watts when he penned the words, 

      When I survey the wondrous cross 

      where the young prince of glory died, 

      my richest gain I count but loss
      and pour contempt on all my pride.

Our reading today declares, “You were rescued by the precious blood of Christ, that spotless and innocent lamb” (1 Peter 1.19 CEV). With such a high price paid we need to ensure that we….
Get rescued
“But,” you may think, “life is ticking along just fine… and I don’t need particularly need rescuing from anything.” 

The interesting thing here is what Peter says we need rescuing from. 1 Peter 1.18 says we are rescued from a “useless way of life” (CEV). The picture is of people striving for something that they cannot achieve. We know only too well how allusive some of our goals can be. 
For instance we may not aim to be wealthy, but just keeping up seems to be an effort: 

· The laptop that is still working fine is no longer supported by Microsoft because it runs on XP
· Nobody is interested in your CD collection because down-loads have made all those discs obsolete  
· That gas-guzzling SUV is definitely not trendy anymore

· And a hopeful bed manufacturer is currently suggesting in their TV ad’ that if your bed is over 10 years old you need to buy a new one

If striving to keep up with the current round of “must haves” is frustrating, how much more difficult is the search for happiness. Every back-yard guru has their own recipe for contentment - but it seems we are less satisfied than ever. It’s the thought behind the song Satisfaction (the first international number one Jagger/ Richards song that shot the Rolling Stones to fame in 1965):
      When I'm drivin' in my car 

      And that man comes on the radio 

      He's tellin' me more and more 

      About some useless information 

      Supposed to fire my imagination…
      I can't get no satisfaction
But there is good news. The coming of Christ has paved the way for a new relationship with God and with one another. When our eyes are opened to this truth the whole of life is seen in a new perspective. We can take a step back from the attitudes and conventions that are so prevalent in our world. We can get rescued.
Gain meaning

The emptiness is dispelled by Christ because he restores to us a knowledge of what is truly of value. We find that real value is not in such things as gold and silver but it is in sacrificial love as seen in Christ’s own death for us. Here at the cross we hear the call to love and serve God and to love and serve one another. 
This is what God wants of me and what he wants of you! By responding in faith to this call we are rescued from the meaninglessness that comes from spending our whole lives pursuing things that have no intrinsic value. We are transported from our small and petty ambitions into the eternal purposes of God. We get to partake in the plan which is the reason for all of creation and is the goal of all history. Our lives take on meaning.
It is little wonder that Peter rounds off the chapter with a call to…
Keep on loving
Peter is writing to Christians in difficult circumstances and he presents them with a challenge to live a life that shows that they are different from others. 
“…you must keep on loving with all your heart. Do this because God has given you new birth by his message that lives on forever.” (1 Peter 1.22b-23 CEV)
An awareness that Christ died on the cross for us causes us to shift our gaze from ourselves and our own selfish desires. His life and death are for us an example of love that is selfless and sacrificial. This is the manner in which we are to love one another. 

Faith and love should belong together. Sadly the disputes in church life have seen love all too often replaced by power and pride. We must quickly recognise these as being of much lesser value and name them for what they are. 
If we want to be seen to be his people, those who he has rescued at great cost, we must keep on loving with all our hearts.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	[image: image11.png]


Terry Waite
An alternative to the story of the Burnham’s is the better known story of Terry Waite. Waite was an envoy for the Archbishop of Canterbury and was taken captive by the Islamic Jihad Organisation. He was held in captivity in Lebanon for five years, the first four of which he was in solitary confinement. Although it is believed that no ransom was paid, he was released in 1981. Following his release he published two books on his experience in captivity and founded an organisation to support hostage families called “Hostage UK”. In 2008 he joined the Society of Friends (popularly known as Quakers)
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A good song to go with today’s theme is Love rescue me by U2 and Bob Dylan. It was recorded at Sun Studio in Memphis Tennessee (famous for being the place where Elvis Presley recorded) and can be found on U2’s 1988 Rattle and Hum album. The YouTube clip has the lyrics.

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Rescue helicopter 
I think that the main visual association today with the theme of rescue is the rescue helicopter. To set the scene print and display pictures of rescue helicopters in the church entranceway for people to see as they arrive for your service.  
Photocopy a sheet of helicopter pictures, cut them up and put one in every newsletter or order of service sheet. Suggest that those who wish to could write the Christian name of someone who needs rescuing from their situation on the back of the helicopter. Ask people to bring forward their helicopters with the names written on them and place them in a basket on the communion table. Extend your offering prayer to include intercession for all the names in the basket. (I suggest that you don’t read out specific names as this could cause embarrassment. 
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	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

COC = Carol our Christmas

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book

H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3

S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice

WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
Bind us together Lord SIS 185; CMP 54; S1 91
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

God of all power and truth and grace MHB 562; WOV 477; H&P 726
How firm a foundation WOV 491; CMP 243; S1 186

I’m so glad Jesus lifted me (Free words and scoresheet from hymnry.org) 

It is a thing most wonderful MHB 854; H&P 224; CMP 346; S2 801
Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317

Lord, how you came and rescued S2 871

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Lord, you are more precious SIS 590; S1 339

Love divine MHB 431; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343
Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433

Rescue the perishing MHB 338
The Lord will come and not be slow MHB 813; WOV 194; H&P 245

The price is paid SIS 640; S1 487

There is a Redeemer SIS 644; S1 492; CMP 673; S1 492

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683

We are one in the bond of love SIS 134

What shall we offer our good Lord WOV 362

When I survey MHB 182; WOV 258; H&P 180; CMP 755; S1 572

You’re mighty and strong to save S4 2197


	Prayers

	Collect 
Christ our friend, 

you ask for our love 

in spite of our betrayal. 

Give us courage to embrace forgiveness, 

know you again, 

and trust ourselves in you; 

we pray in your name. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 116 (selection)

I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me, 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

The cords of death entangled me, 

the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

O Lord, save me! 

The Lord is gracious and righteous; 

our God is full of compassion. 

The Lord protects the simple-hearted; 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 
Be at rest once more, O my soul, 

for the Lord has been good to you. 

How can I repay the Lord 

for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of his saints. 

I will sacrifice a thank- offering to you 

and call on the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people, 

 in the courts of the house of the Lord

— in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

 Praise the Lord!

New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 
The Lord to the rescue 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me,

    and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant;

    so your faces shall never be ashamed.

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

    and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of the Lord encamps

    around those who fear him, and delivers them.

O taste and see that the Lord is good;

    happy are those who take refuge in him.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,

    and rescues them from all their troubles.

The Lord is near to the broken-hearted,

    and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

    but the Lord rescues them from them all.

The Lord redeems the life of his servants;

    none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
Psalm 34 selection New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America
The wings of the morning

Reflection on Psalm 139

If I were to take the wings of the morning 

or dwell in the depths of the sea, 

you would be there surrounding me with your love; 

even when I lie in the grave you will still hold me.

You will never let me go.

There is no challenge, no experience, 

that will cause you to abandon me, 

or that we cannot overcome together, 

for I am made of you.

© Phil Dyer reproduced from Oh Light ed. Anna Gilkison (Lower Hutt, NZ: Disability, Spirituality & Faith Network, 2008) used with permission.



	Communal 

Sharing


	Testimony

Is there someone in the congregation who has been involved in a rescue - either as a rescuer or as the one being rescued? It may be a sea rescue, or a rescue from a mountain, or from being lost in the bush… or maybe they have been rescued from an addiction or emotional distress. Get them to share a short testimony in your service… or make a short video of their story and screen it in your service. 
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	Tell a rescue story
This news story tells of a 17 year old ice-skater Matt Mezik who, earlier this year, went to the help of his friend who fell through the ice on their local lake. It is a chilling story to re-tell! While seeking to rescue his friend, Matt fell though ice himself and both of them ended up struggling for survival.
The Bible talks about how God sent Jesus to rescue us. This was also a very costly rescue. Jesus came to show us the way to God but, in the end, it cost him his life.

Read 1 Peter 1.18:  You were rescued from the useless way of life that you learned from your ancestors. But you know that you were not rescued by such things as silver or gold that don’t last forever.
You will find more lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down for a children’s worship bulletin in MS Word
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	Google images for “God’s rescue”
YouTube clips
Gracia and Martin Burnham story – 5 minute version
Gracia and Martin Burnham story – 90 second version
Cartoon from reverendfun


	New 
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	Te Rongopai DVD
December 2014 marks the bicentenary of the gospel in Aotearoa New Zealand. Samuel Marsden’s first sermon at Oihi Bay in the Bay of Islands was one of the significant foundational developments in our national life. By engaging with Ruatara, Hongi Hika and other Maori leaders the missionaries from the Church Missionary Society began a process which resulted in the first Pakeha settlement of New Zealand and the spread of the gospel through the land.
The 2014 gospel bicentenary is a commemoration which provides an opportunity to review our past and look to the future. For more information visit the official Gospel 2014 website. 
Historian Dr Stuart Lange has produced this five part documentary DVD which tells the story of the gospel in New Zealand from Samuel Marsden forwards. Every New Zealander should know this story and every church should own this DVD. 

The five chapters are:

1. Christian beginnings 16 mins

2. Breakthrough 18 mins

3. Christianity and the Treaty 5 mins

4. Christianity and colonial complications 9 mins

5. To the present 16 mins

“History that lives. An essential part of the New Zealand story. A rare combination of excellent story-telling and sound scholarship.” Professor Paul Moon (Historian).
The DVD is available for purchase at $20 (GST incl.) per copy, plus $5 post and packaging from the New Zealand Christian Network website. (where you can also watch a trailer.) Great for showing in churches, home-groups, youth groups, and for home viewing.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

