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Sunday 30 November 2014
Good news comes to our land
1. Chosen to be partners

Year B – Advent 1 – 01B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Isaiah 64.1-9
The prophet cries out for God’s intervention, “Rip the heavens apart! Come down, Lord.”
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 
The psalmist prays for God’s help and salvation. “Help us… how much longer?”
Mark 13.24-37 The Son of Man will appear in the clouds and his angels will gather his chosen ones. No one knows when this will happen. We are to be alert, on watch and ready.
1 Corinthians 1.3-9 God chose us to be partners with his Son and keeps us innocent until the day of his return.


	Introduction / Background
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	Advent and Christmas
As Christmas Day 2014 marks 200 years of the gospel in New Zealand, “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be following the theme “Good news comes to our land”. Christmas Day 2014 is the bicentennial of Samuel Marsden first preaching the gospel on New Zealand soil at Oihi Bay in Northland. We will weave the Christmas story in with the commemoration of this significant Gospel Bicentenary. The series is outlined below:
GOOD NEWS COMES TO OUR LAND

30 Nov  “Chosen to be partners”    1 Corinthians 1.9    Advent 1

              The fascinating story of the partnership between Samuel Marsden and 

              Chief Ruatara

7 Dec     “A new earth where justice will rule”  2 Peter 3.13  Advent 2
              European settlement begins with the arrival of the first missionaries

14 Dec   “God who gives peace”  1 Thessalonians 5.23  Advent 3
               An end to utu?

21 Dec    “Strong by means of my good news” Romans 16.25 Advent 4
                A haka on the beach

25 Dec    Bicentennial commemoration – a brief family service with carols and a 

                nativity play

Some resources that you may find helpful:

· In the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find scripts for 13 different Nativity Plays. 
· The Bible Society of New Zealand has Gospel Bicentenary Christmas cards available, especially produced to commemorate 200 years since the first proclamation of the gospel message on New Zealand soil. Each pack contains 12 cards of Leonard C. Mitchell’s painting of Samuel Marsden preaching at Oihi Bay on Christmas Day 1814.
· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website is loaded with hundreds of resources to help congregations prepare for Advent and celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. 
· The theme for the 69th Christian World Service Christmas Appeal is “Build hope for tomorrow.” Resources including prayers, sermon ideas, service sheets and PowerPoints are available from the Christian World Service website. 
· This recently published, downloadable devotional eBook called 25 Stockings to Christmas is suitable for individuals, couples, families or flatmates. You will find an extensive range of resources that can be mixed and matched to enhance your understanding and engagement with the Advent and Christmas season. 

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year B – Advent 1 – 01B (27 November 2011). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	In New Zealand, Christmas marks the beginning of the summer holidays. For many people this season will be a time of meeting up with family and old friends. For some of us, our families live a long way away and we will have to send greetings across the sea. None of us quite knows who we will meet over the next few weeks and what partnerships may arise.
The beginning of New Zealand’s bi-cultural partnership is a fascinating story of a special friendship that developed between a Maori Chief, Ruatara, and an English missionary by the name of Samuel Marsden.

Samuel Marsden was the son of a Wesleyan farmer. When he won a scholarship to train as an Anglican priest he came under the influence of the Anglican Evangelicals, including the abolitionist William Wilberforce. Wilberforce influenced Marsden’s appointment as Assistant Chaplain to the colony of New South Wales.
So it was that he travelled to Australia and took up residence in Parramatta.
Meanwhile, whaling and sealing ships were sailing around the coast of New Zealand and some Maori were taking the opportunity to visit other lands by working on these sailing ships. The young man named Ruatara, from a chiefly family in the Bay of Islands, was one of these. When he arrived at Port Jackson in New South Wales on board the whale ship Argo he met up with Marsden who had a particular interest in the indigenous New Zealand people. 
After four years working on the whaling ships, Ruatara had the opportunity to go to England by working on board the Santa Anna. He was keen to meet with King George III and talk to him about the Maori race. Unfortunately, he was treated very cruelly on that ship and when he got to England, not only did he not get to meet the king, but he was not paid for his work on the ship. Instead he was beaten and locked below deck. He was only taken ashore to be bundled onto the Ann, a convict ship headed back to Australia. After a few days at sea he was discovered, dejected and gravely ill, by none other than Samuel Marsden. Samuel had been in London to plead with the Church Missionary Society to allow him to extend his mission to include the Maoris in New Zealand. He was now returning to Australia along with his family and the missionaries William Hall and John King. Marsden nursed Ruatara back to health and the two friends used the trip to Australia to begin to learn each other’s languages. When they finally arrived, Ruatara stayed on at Parramatta with Marsden for a further eight months learning cultivation techniques that he thought would be useful to his people back in the Bay of Islands. 
After his time with Marsden, Ruatara arranged a trip back to his home by working on the whale ship Frederick. However, to his great dismay, the captain sailed the ship past his home in the Bay of Islands without allowing him to disembark. They sailed on the Norfolk Island where Ruatara was sent ashore and abandoned. Without any supplies Ruatara’s plight was desperate. Some months later the ship the Ann, that he knew well, stopped at Norfolk Island for water and gave him passage back to Port Jackson. There, of course, his friend Marsden was able to care for him again until the Ann went on to New Zealand and finally returned Ruatara to his home. He had been away for eight years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Keen to accelerate the mission contact with New Zealand, Marsden purchased the brig Active which was offered for sale in Port Jackson. In March 1814 the missionaries Thomas Kendall and William Hall sailed on the Active to New Zealand to investigate the prospects of mission In New Zealand. They were welcomed by Ruatara and returned to Port Jackson in July with the three Maori chiefs: Ruatara, Hongi Hika and Korokoro on board. They invited the missionary families in Australia to come and live among them in New Zealand. So it was that three missionary families, the Kendalls, Halls and Kings, travelled back to the Bay of Islands, this time taking Marsden along with them. Captain Hansen was at the helm of the Active. They arrived on 22 December 1814. 
Ruatara made a pulpit on the beach and the local people gathered to hear what Samuel Marsden had to say. At about 10.00am on Christmas Day 1814 Marsden came ashore and preached about the Good News of a Saviour being born. It was the first time the gospel is recorded as being preached in New Zealand and it was the beginning of European residence in this land. 
What a remarkable story of partnership for us to be able to tell 200 years later! We can marvel about how both Marsden and Ruatara made the most of their apparently chance encounters. 
Who will you encounter over this coming Christmas season? There will no doubt be some people you know well… and others that you have never met before. And what opportunities and possibilities will be presented by these encounters? We will only know if we open ourselves to God’s leading. 

Could it be that we will meet someone who has been dealt a rough blow by life and in need of help? (Just as Marsden discovered Ruatara beaten, discouraged and ill on board the Ann) Will we have eyes to see? Will we have hands willing to reach out and help?
Could it be that we will meet someone from another culture from whom we can learn and be enriched (Just as Marsden and Ruatara learned from each other). Will we have the openness and willingness to be patient and spend the time to understand one another?

Could it be that God will use us in partnership with someone else to accomplish much more than we ever could alone? (Just as Ruatara and Marsden worked together so that the gospel could be proclaimed in New Zealand.) This is exactly what the local church is about. It’s not so we can enjoy being together on Sunday morning, but so we can together serve our Lord.

And most important, could it be that God has intended that we should be co-operating with him and, in so doing, form a partnership that will realise possibilities that could never eventuate if we acted alone? This is exactly what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote, “God can be trusted, and he chose you to be partners with his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1.9 CEV).
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	Movies for the season

· The Christmas Candle (2013 - PG). Released last year this move is based on a Max Lucardo novel. The plot concerns a ‘magical’ candle that appears once every twenty-five years and brings answered prayer for the person who lights it. Susan Boyle’s acting and singing is endearing but the plot is a bit too pedestrian for the kids.
· The man who saved Christmas (2002 - PG). Based on the fascinating and true story of American toymaker AC Gilbert (of Meccano fame) who was pressured to manufacture munitions instead of toys at the outbreak of World War I. He successfully lobbied the government to allow him to resume the production of toys for Christmas arguing that children need to dream and imagine. Starring Jason Alexander and Ed Asner. Available from www.amazon.com
· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to also try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below).
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible

	A station trail following the lives of Samuel Marsden and Chief Ruatara
Make a time-line trail (or one for each character) that covers the main events in the lives of Ruatara and Marsden that led up to the Christmas Day service at Oihi Bay in 1814. (The hyperlinks will take you to articles in The Encyclopedia of New Zealand.) At the points their lives intersect incorporate the “stations” suggested below.
1765   Samuel Marsden born in Yorkshire England

1787? Future Nga Puhi chief Ruatara born in Bay of Islands, New Zealand.

1790   Marsden trained for ministry at Magdalene College

1793   Marsden ordained

1794   Marsden appointed assistant chaplain to the Colony of New South Wales –
           took up residence at Parramatta

1795  Marsden combined his role with that of magistrate

1800  Marsden became sole chaplain of New South Wales

1804  Marsden appointed local agent for the London Missionary Society

1805  Ruatara left New Zealand as a crew member on board the whale ship
          Argo. Marsden and Ruatara met for the first time when the Argo docked at 

          Port Jackson, New South Wales.  Station 1
1807  Marsden returned to England to plea for the extension of his mission to 

          include New Zealand.

1809  Ruatara arrived in England on the Santa Anna hoping to meet King George 
          III. Instead of being allowed to land, beaten and unwell he was bundled 
          onto the convict vessel Ann and shipped back to Australia. On the ship he 
          met up again with Marsden who was, by coincidence, returning with his 
          family on the same ship to New South Wales. Marsden nursed Ruatara 

          back to health and provided clothes for him. Ruatara began to learn English 
          from Marsden and Marsden began to learn Maori from Ruatara.  Station 2
1810  Ruatara spent 8 months on Marsden’s property in Parramatta. Station 3 

          He then arranged to go back to New Zealand on board the whaling ship 
          Fredrick but was instead was off-loaded and abandoned on Norfolk Island.
1811  Rescued by the Ann, Ruatara returned to Port Jackson and into the care of
          Marsden. He finally got a trip back to New Zealand on board the Ann when
          it continued its journey.
1814  Marsden purchased the brig Active. In March Church Missionary Society 
          missionaries Kendall and Hall sailed on the Active to New Zealand to 
          investigate the prospects of mission in New Zealand. They returned to Port
          Jackson in July with the three Maori chiefs: Ruatara, Hongi Hika and 
          Korokoro. In December three missionary families (the Kendalls, Halls and 
          Kings) travelled back to with them to take residence in the Bay of Islands. 
          This time Marsden was also with them and Captain Hansen was at the 
          helm of the Active. They arrived on 22 December 1814. Marsden preached 
          the gospel on the beach at Oihi Bay on Christmas Day. Station 4
(Ruatara died shortly after this, but Marsden found it hard to keep away from our shores. He made a total of seven visits to New Zealand before he died in Australia in 1838.)

Station 1 – a first meeting
At this station you will need:
Note paper, pencils, the following instructions printed out in large type:
Consider

Although he’d never been there, Marsden had a particular interest in New Zealand and its indigenous people. This encounter between Ruatara and Marsden at Port Jackson was the first time the two had met. They went on to become life-long friends. 
Do

Make a list (or draw) the places where you will meet people for the first time over this season. 
Are there people at the places you regularly go (church, work or in your neighbourhood) who you’ve never really spoken to? 
Are there people who have come from other lands who may be feeling a little isolated? 
Write down anyone you’ve thought of, and make a point of being friendly and exercising hospitality. (Maybe you could invite them out for a coffee, or even to your home on Christmas Day to share your Christmas dinner). Take your note with you.
Pray

Lord God, 
as you have welcomed me, 
help me to welcome others, 
especially those who may be feeling alone or isolated. 
Amen
Station 2 – helping someone in need
At this station you will need:

Blank greeting cards, pens, and assortment of “give a goat”-type charity gift options printed out from the following websites:  ‘Gifted’ programme of Christian World Service ; Tear Fund’s ‘Gift for life’ programme ;  World Vision’s ‘Smiles’ gift programme ; Oxfam’s ‘Unwrapped’ programme 

Information on Ebola crisis donations from the following websites: Oxfam ; Red Cross
And the following instructions printed out in large type:

Read from the Bible

Then the ones who pleased the Lord will ask, “When did we give you something to eat or drink? When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you clothes to wear or visit you while you were sick or in jail?”

The king will answer, “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me.”  (Matthew 25.37-40 CEV)
Consider

When Marsden and Ruatara met on this second occasion Marsden was in desperate need. What current people needs (local or international) are you aware of?
Do
· If you know someone who is unwell, grieving or in need of encouragement, fill out one of the greeting cards, take it with you and send to them. 

· Or you may like to choose a “give a goat”-type gift and write down the website to include overseas aid in your Christmas giving 

· Or pledge a gift help those addressing the current Ebola Crisis (write down one of the websites)

Pray
Lord God, 
show us how to please you by helping those in need. 
Amen

Station 3 – getting together with friends

At this station you will need
Paper, felt pens or crayons and the following instructions printed out in large type:

Do
Draw a picture of your family and friends. 
Link the ones that, one way or another, are connected. 
Mark the ones that you will see over the Christmas season.

Consider

Over their 8 months spent together in Parramatta, Marsden and Ruatara learned much from each other. This time together had a big influence on what they were able to accomplish in the future.
When you get together with family and friends, what can you learn from each other?
How could you use these relationships to benefit other people?

Pray

Lord God
thank you for friends, family and those whose company we enjoy.

When we get to together help us to consider

how we can use our relationships to enrich others.

Amen.

Station 4 – Good news about Jesus

At this station you will need

A couple of recent newspapers and the following instructions printed out in large type:
Do

Look through the newspaper and see if you can find a good news story

Consider

We get so much bad news and it is sometimes hard to find a good news story. What good news has come to you in 2014? 

Read from the Bible
“I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2.10b-11 NRSV)
Pray

Lord God

Help me celebrate Christmas

by telling the Good News of the coming of Jesus.

Amen.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All heaven waits CMP 15; S1 9 

All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

Always there’s a carol HIOS 6

Blossoms red along the seashore (pohutukawa promise) WHV 2 (words and 
        scoresheets available on the Methodist website)  

Christ from whom all blessings flow MHB 720; WOV 364; H&P 764

Christ is the world’s light, he and none other  WOV 191; H&P 456

Come now, Lord Jesus COC 14
Come now where we least expect you COC 15
Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709
Light of the world you stepped down into darkness S3 1406

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

My soul does magnify the Lord SIS 60; CMP 479
Not on a snowy night (Te Harinui ) AA 98; COC 31
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O day of God draw nigh WOV 547

The advent of our God WOV 198

There's a light upon the mountains MHB 256; WOV 207; H&P 246

Wake, awake! For night is flying MHB 255; WOV 195 H&P 249

We have a gospel to proclaim WOV 189; H&P 465; CMP 728

We’re together again SOP 286
We’ve a story to tell CMP 744

My kind of Christmas

Give me a Christmas that’s summery bright,

painting the landscape with clear shining light.

Others may pine for the frost and the snow:

give me the upside-down Christmas I know.

Let the bells ring for the new King!

Give him the praise, now and always!

Celebrate Jesus, our God come to earth:

celebrate summer - rejoice in his birth.

Give me a Christmas that’s warmed by the sun,

family and fellowship, picnics and fun.

New Zealand Christmas tree flowering above:

this is the down-under Christmas I love.

Let the bells ring for the new King!

Give him the praise, now and always!

Celebrate Jesus, our God come to earth:

celebrate summer - rejoice in his birth.

Give me a Christmas that’s warm in all ways:

glowing with gladness and caring and praise.

Opening hearts to the world in its pain:

telling us Jesus is coming again.

Let the bells ring for the new King!

Give him the praise, now and always!

Celebrate Jesus, our God come to earth:

celebrate summer - rejoice in his birth.

© Jan Chamberlain (used with permission). Tune: The glory song MHB 116.


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link

[image: image2.png])
i
e 2l




	The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens. It is a symbol of life without end. Four candles (usually purple) are arranged among the evergreens with an additional white candle in the middle, called the Christ candle. The wreath is placed on a table at the front of the church. A candle is lighted on the first Sunday of the Advent season, and an additional candle is lighted each Sunday. Over the course of the month some of these candles may need to be replaced. On Christmas Day all the candles of Advent and the white candle in the centre are lighted.
Lighting the first Advent candle
At the first signs of the awakening of the dawn
the darkness of the night begins to lift

and, in the East,
rays of light begin to appear.
God has chosen to send his Son among us.
And he has chosen us

to be partners with him.
(Light the first candle)
© Andrew Gamman
A prayer on the theme of light, (or a call to worship).

God said “Let there be light”

and the light was good.

The darkness that covered 

the face of the deep

was swept into day.

You, O God, light my face,

You create my day,

You give me form.

Create this day in my day

to walk in light.

O Christ who lights the path of dark,

O Christ found at sunrise and sunset,

O Christ who cleans the wounds of the sad,

Come to me with the energy of light,

Come to me with the warmth of light,

Come to me with the radiance of light,

and lift the spirit of our witness

to bring a new day to our world

of hope and life, Amen.

© John Howell 11 Nov 14

Collect 
Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility:

that, on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead

we may rise to life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Good News

The text for Samuel Marsden’s sermon on Christmas Day 2014 was Luke 2.10 “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people”.

Living Lord, God of history

your Son Jesus Christ brought us the Good News

of a God who loves and cares for his people

who forgives and restores and reconciles

We now stand in line 

with those who have both believed and declared

this Good News through the centuries

We thank you today for your servant Samuel Marsden

who first proclaimed this news in Aotearoa

at Rangihoua on Christmas Day 200 years ago

We thank you that this same Good News 

still has power to bring hope to the hurting

and reconciliation to those who are estranged

Continue to inspire us afresh we pray

to carry to all the peoples of this land
by our words and by our deeds

the Good News of great joy

Amen

© Andrew Gamman
Prayer – commemorating the bicentenary of Samuel Marsden’s first service
Marsden had made a friend with Ruatara, the Maori beside him at Oihi in the Bay of Islands.  Unless we can be friends, the gospel will not be heard.  Being a friend means learning from each other.

God of love,

Thank you for the gift of a friend,

a friend who listens to my story,

who cares for me when I am sick,

who lifts me when I feel down,

who brings joy into my life.

Thank you for the friendship of Ruatara and Marsden,

and the celebration at Oihi in 1814.

For their words of joy to the people of the land,

and the open response from them, 

we are grateful.

As we remember 200 years of partnership,

times of war and misunderstanding,

times of peace and enrichment,

we confess to the mixed blessings of our history.

Loving and forgiving God,

when we renew our friendships with each other,

may we put aside the divisions within Christendom

and speak and act with grace.

Let our witness transcend our differences,

so we can find the treasures of past joys

for future hopes and confidence.

We pray our spiritual traditions,

seeded in 1814 and later, 

may continue to evolve 

into an abundant garden

as we graft new buds together in Aotearoa,

Amen.
© John Howell
A prayer for the earth - melting the ice in the heart of mankind. # 

God who is spirit, love grace,

the voices of science speak like Noah,

the voices of commerce speak for the rich,

the voices of politics speak with forked tongues,

the voices of the poor are whispers of poverty,

the voice of Pentecost is fire and wind,

the voice of the earth is in meltdown.

Let the voices of faith

melt the ice in the hearts

of political leaders,

the tycoons of industry,

the CEO’s of the multinationals,

the gatekeepers of trade,

the generals of war,

and the people who chair global organisations.

Melt the hearts

of grandparents,

city leaders,

the chiefs of tribes,

the editors of news,

and the advertising media.

Let my voice join the voices of faith

to melt the ice in our hearts

and to love the earth

and our neighbour as ourselves,

with the grace of Jesus Christ,

Amen.

© John Howell 31 Oct 14.

# A phrase from the Interfaith Summit on Climate change 21-22 Sep 14 Climate change and the voice of faith

reported on the WCC website. The Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol will be held from 1 to 12 December and will be hosted by the Government of Peru, in Lima, Peru.
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	Attendance at commemoration events
Choose someone to represent your fellowship at the commemoration events in the Bay of Islands and to report back when they get home.
The two events are:
· Bicentennial commemoration 10.00am 21 Sunday December. A powhiri and civic service in which the Governor General will open Rangihoua Heritage Park

· Ecumenical Church Service 11.00am Thursday 25 December at the Marsden cross site. 
To get an indication of numbers, the organisers would appreciate you registering your attendance. There are links to register for both events at www.gospel2014.org
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	200 hundred years of the gospel in New Zealand

Tell the story of Marsden or Ruatara using the information and links above or the books Te Powhiri or Ruatara from the Chronicles of Paki below.  Or you could adapt the stations for the use of children.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	When did Christmas get so complicated? – A good 30 second YouTube clip from the Methodist General Board of Discipleship to introduce the season.

Images of the Marsden Cross and the Leonard C Mitchell painting of Marsden preaching at Oihi Bay from the Bible Society Christmas cards are on the Bible Society of New Zealand website.



	Bicentennial

Resources
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	DVD

Te Rongopai 

Historian Dr Stuart Lange has produced this five part documentary DVD which tells the story of the gospel in New Zealand from Samuel Marsden forwards. Every New Zealander should know this story and every New Zealand church should own this DVD. 

The five chapters are:

1. Christian beginnings 16 mins

2. Breakthrough 18 mins

3. Christianity and the Treaty 5 mins

4. Christianity and colonial complications 9 mins

5. To the present 16 mins

“History that lives. An essential part of the New Zealand story. A rare combination of excellent story-telling and sound scholarship.” Professor Paul Moon (Historian).
The DVD is available for purchase at $20 (GST incl.) per copy, plus $5 P+P from the New Zealand Christian Network website (where you can also watch a trailer.) Great for showing in churches, home-groups, youth groups, and for home viewing.

Mission Resourcing has one copy available for free loan. Contact: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
Publications
Te Rongapai 1814 

eds Allan Davidson, Stuart Lange et al (Auckland: General Synod office of the Anglican Church, 2014)

A publication of bicentenary reflections on Christian beginnings and developments in Aotearaoa/ New Zealand. This collection of essays is based on presentations originally given to a conference held in Waitangi in November 2012.
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Available at $30 + P&P from the from the Anglican General Synod office. Email: gensec@anglicanchurch.org.nz
The Chronicles of Paki
Alison Condon and Gina Taggart (Tauranga: Big Book Publishing, 2014)
New Zealand’s untold story. A series of five children’s picture books have been published to tell the pioneer missionary and Maori stories. 

“Step back into New Zealand 200 years ago and learn about the relationship forged between two incredibly different cultures – European and Maori. Read about the hardships and determination of the first missionaries who came to New Zealand. Hear about the positive change that came to Maori as the story of the Gospel unfolded before them. Find out about the mistakes that were made and the victories that were won. Grasp an understanding of the power for good the Gospel has for the human family, as proven in the golden witness given by Maori as they turned away from intense superstition and tribal warfare towards a new way of peace… this is New Zealand’s untold story.”

The five titles are:

1. Te Powhiri – the Welcome

2. Te Pahi – the Adventurer

3. Ruatara – and the New Beginning

4. Patuone – the Peacemaker

5. Elizabeth Colenso – the Teacher

These books are ideal for families, schools, kids’ church and libraries. For ages 8+. They are priced at $19.95 each or $64.95 for the set (delivered in New Zealand) and can be bought from www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz
The years before Waitangi

Patricia Bawden (Auckland, Published by the author, 1987)
A story of early Maori/European contact in New Zealand. Fourth reprint 2006. 

Material from letters, journals and books written by early European visitors to Aotearoa/ New Zealand is brought together to give a glimpse of the culture and life-style of Maori and Europeans prior to signing of the Treaty of Waitangi.

Available at $30 + P&P from the Secretary, Marsden Cross Trust Board, PO Box 37944, Parnell, Auckland. Email: mctb@xtra.co.nz
Websites
· gospel2014 The official website for the commemoration of the gospel bicentenary in Aotearoa/ New Zealand
· NZ Christian Network Bicentennial information and statement from the churches
· hope project The Hope Project is a gentle Gospel project to mark the bicentenary of the Gospel in Aotearoa.
The Bible Society of New Zealand
· Bible Society Christmas cards are available this year with a bicentennial theme 
· A short bicentennial video (8 min) Has been produced and is downloadable from YouTube
· Sermon notes for Bible month (formerly Bible Sunday) in July this year had a bicentennial theme
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