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Sunday 29 June 2014
Made welcome
Year A - Pentecost 3 - 45A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Can you help with funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”?


	It has been a year since we used this space to appeal for funds to support “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.  The funding for this ministry has now run out. We are very grateful for gifts from individuals, parishes, churches and trusts which have kept the ministry going up until the present time. The ministry requires one half of a minister’s stipend to continue, but with no on-going source of funding a decision has been made to discontinue production at the end of this Connexional year. However, we are in urgent need of funding now to continue to make this resource available up until then. 

Parishes, congregations and individuals are asked to consider making a financial contribution to this valuable ministry. If you helped in this way a year ago, would you consider helping again this year? Methodist ministers can claim contributions as part of their book and resourcing allowance. Gifts can be direct credited to Mission Resourcing - please contact Rebecca Hitchcock in Christchurch for details (rebeccah@methodist.org.nz). Cheques should be made out to “Mission Resourcing”, accompanied by a cover note designating funds for “10 Minutes” and posted to:

Methodist Mission Resourcing

Private Bag 11 903

Ellerslie

Auckland 1542

For more information about the Refresh Ministry email me at andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Andrew Gamman
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MATARIKI





	Genesis 22.1-14 The Lord tells Abraham to go to Moriah where he is to offer 

his son Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham acts in obedience but, just as he is about to 

slaughter his son, he is stopped by the Lord’s angel and a ram is offered instead.

Psalm 13 David prays for the Lord’s help. “How much longer, Lord, will you forget 

about me?”
Romans 6.12-23 Paul outlines our choice. We can be slaves to sin or slaves who 

do what pleases God. “Sin pays off with death. But God's gift is eternal life.”
Matthew 10.40-42 Jesus speaks of the rewards for those who are welcoming of 

others. This is rather a striking reading in The Message translation.
Matariki

The Maori New Year begins Saturday 28 June. Matariki may be translated as tiny eyes (or eyes of God) and refers to a star cluster, the Pleiades, that appears in the sky in June as the Southern Hemisphere winter months approach. The eyes are thought to watch over the land and its people. 

The appearance of Matariki signals a time of change and new growth. It is a time to reflect on the past and look ahead to the future. Many cultures recognise the logic of celebrating the New Year at the time of the turning of the season, after the end of the harvest (winter solstice). 
Matariki is a time for New Zealanders to celebrate our history and learn from those who came before us. It is also a time to celebrate our unique place in the world. It is a celebration of our culture, language and people. Matariki is an appropriate time to publicly pray for life and growth as well to offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
St Andrew’s on the Terrace has published an entire Matariki order of service in Maori and English. Read this as a pdf document. 

See also The Maori Language Commission website and The Ministry for Culture and Heritage website
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praying together for schools




Scripture Union has designated Friday 27 June as Pray Day to pray for schools. They ask that we take this opportunity to combine our efforts and demonstrate our unity and suggest that churches pray on Sunday during their services. Consider praying for: 

- The School’s Board of Trustees 

- The Principal 

- Teachers 

- Support staff 

- Students and their families 

- Christian staff and students living out their faith 

- Volunteers who are involved in running Christian programmes in the school


	Introduction / Background
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	Welcome
The word “welcome” is used six times in our three verse reading from the gospel today. The English expression is a combination of the Old English wil which means desire or pleasure and come.  So originally a welcome person was one whose coming was deemed to be pleasant.  
An alternative resource for this Sunday that follows the Genesis reading (26 June 2011 - 45A) can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website.
Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	Have you ever considered the importance of being welcomed? A warm welcome makes us feel accepted. It puts us at ease. To be able to welcome others, and in turn to be welcomed, are essential elements in the growth of the church. They are integral to the mission of God in the world.

The three verses at the end of Matthew chapter 10 seem rather insignificant compared to the ones that precede them, and several commentators skip over them altogether. But the gospel reading in the lectionary this year dedicates this week to these three verses alone. 

These verses are linked to the sending of the disciples (and so they relate back to Matthew 10.5-14). Foreseeing the difficulties ahead, Christ talks of the importance of disciples offering mutual support and welcome to one another. The first thing that we notice is that in the three verses the word welcome is mentioned six times. The mission of Christ is all about being welcomed. This has some very practical implications for how we act towards other people. Let me explain by telling of two incidents, one positive and one negative, that had a significant impact on me.

Some years ago I took four months study leave in Melbourne. Since I didn’t really know anyone very well in Melbourne I had (foolishly) arranged to stay in a university hostel. However, an Auckland ministry colleague had a very good friend called Geoff who lived in Melbourne. I didn’t really know Geoff but, because my colleague had informed him of my coming, he was at the airport to meet me on my arrival. He showed me around the central city then took me to his home to meet his family. They provided me with an evening meal and then insisted that I stay the first night in their home. Then, the next day, he delivered me to my hostel. I had many wonderful experiences during this my first stay in Melbourne but the highlights were Geoff’s welcome and the times he asked me to join him on weekend travels around Victoria. Through Geoff and his family I had a glimpse of the welcoming God. 
The other incident comes from a time when I was a young man. I lived in several North Island towns and on this occasion I had moved to a new town and associated with the church there. Before long I had accepted a minor leadership role and, in the course of events, one day I was required to deliver something to the minister at his home. Up until that time, when I had attended worship services at the church, I did have a sense of being welcomed by the minister and by the congregation. But now I was met with a very different reception. The minister’s stern face, abrupt manner and body language at the door told me that I was on his turf now and was not welcome any closer than the doorstep. I knew that I should state my business and leave as soon as possible. The minister’s “welcome” was professional, at arm’s length… but in the years that I was in that town, it never became personal.
Of course genuine welcome is always personal. These three verses from Matthew’s gospel talk about welcoming Jesus, welcoming others and welcoming the humble. 
Welcome Jesus
Jesus said that when we welcome him we also welcome God. And of course we want to welcome Jesus… don’t we? 
Well, maybe…
The trouble is that sometimes our welcome can be the “at arm’s length” type. A sort-of welcome, with reservations. Yes, we want Jesus… well, we want him on our side… but we don’t really want him to come barging in to our lives and changing things around. But changing things around is exactly what he does if we let him. 

The sad thing is that when our welcome for Christ is of the reserved, slightly welcome type, it is us who miss out. 

On the other hand, it is the arms-wide-open welcome that brings about a personal encounter with Christ. In this sort of encounter he breathes new life into our daily round, renews us and sets us on the wonderful journey of discipleship. It is the beginning of an adventure into the unknown that is based on trust in our Lord and Guide, Jesus Christ. 
Let us give Christ this personal unreserved welcome.

We welcome Christ and we…
Welcome others 

Jesus said, “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me” (Matthew 10.40). When we receive each other we receive Christ. At its heart, getting involved in God’s mission is as simple as just welcoming people. 
Not many are called to some public sphere of Christian service – to be prophets or preachers, but all of us can all offer hospitality. The instruction to “practise hospitality” was an imperative given to the New Testament church (Romans 12.13 and Hebrews 13.2 – some versions translate “welcome strangers” others “practise hospitality”).  Don’t get the wrong idea about this though. To practise hospitality is not a matter of competing with one another by producing fancy meals in fancy houses as they do in the television show “My Kitchen Rules.” It could be as simple as asking someone to meet you for coffee. It’s not flashy - it’s personal. It says I am interested in you and, in so doing, it shows the love of God and gives witness to the warmth of fellowship in the church to which we belong.
The funny thing is that everyone thinks their church is a friendly church. And most churches proudly say “visitors welcome”. But when you visit other churches you find that some are just not friendly at all. A friendly church is not one in which you attend each week to meet up with your friends. A friendly church is one where the average member is on the lookout for new-comers and those who are occasional attenders. It’s a place where your average Joanne and Joe will especially seek to engage strangers and outsiders in conversation and make them feel welcome.  To welcome others is to offer ourselves for a vital ministry of the church. We can all do it and it is always personal. 
Finally Jesus requires that we…
Welcome the humble
“…anyone who gives one of my most humble followers a cup of cool water, just because that person is my follower, will surely be rewarded” (Matthew 10.42 CEV)

In sending the disciples out, Jesus explains that their task will include helping the needy. It’s just what followers of Jesus do. They will put themselves out and inconvenience themselves to assist someone in need. They support for each other.
You might think that providing a cup of cold water is no big deal. However, change contexts and put yourself in a dry desert land… and a cup of water could be life itself. We go to a fridge to get a cup of cold water, right? Change contexts and put yourself in a hot land before refrigerators… and the household supply of water is not cold. The only way you’d get cold water is to make a special trip to the village well. It is extravagant service that is being suggested here.
It’s not always convenient to serve the needy. We have to go out of our way to check on the elderly neighbour. It takes time to support mental health survivors. Asylum seekers and new immigrants can be very demanding. Fair Trade products can be hard to find. The on-going demands of extreme poverty in Africa can give us donor fatigue. 

Where will we find someone to supply not only a cup of water, but will go out of their way to make sure it’s cold? 
In the church, that’s where. 
We said that not many are called to be prophets or preachers but we can all offer hospitality. It is also true that we can all offer service. And when we do, says Jesus, we will be rewarded. There will be the satisfaction here and now of knowing that our actions are pleasing to the Lord. And there is the promise of reward in the life to come.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories


	Quotes

“Many a man (sic) has given a cup of water for the cause of Christ, and counted it righteousness, when he should have given his house and land.” George Buttrick
“Hospitality is the practice by which the church stands or falls.” Arthur Sutherland 
“You (God) welcome those who come to you, though you never lost them.” St Augustine


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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Seven Stars of Matariki
Author Toni Rolleston-Cummins wrote a book telling the legend of Seven stars of Matariki. This YouTube video of her reading it was made by Wellington City libraries. 6 mins 31 sec. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Welcome banner

To set the theme for today’s service, make welcome banner and string it across the front the church. 
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Coffee cups

Distribute a piece of paper with a coffee cup shape on it with your newsletter or order of service sheet. Have pencils available. At the end of the service suggest everyone respond to the message by thinking of someone they could encourage by offering hospitality, or by offering to meet-up for a coffee. Ask everyone to write the name of one person to whom they can offer hospitality on the coffee cup and take it away as a reminder to act on it in the week ahead. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book

H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3

S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice

WOV:  With One Voice

WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
As the sun is reborn S2 637

Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Be still my soul WOV 49

Brother sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Every day AA 36

Holy Spirit we welcome you CMP 241

Holy Spirit you are welcome SIS 359
If you shut your eyes HIOS 74

I love this family of God Lyrics and YouTube clip 

In my life SIS 577; CMP 335; S1 230
Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 383; S1 297

Just a cup of water AA 83 – A lovely song by Wellington song-writer Felicia Edgecombe that matches 
      today’s theme
Make me a captive Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714

Lord speak to me MHB 781; H&P 553; CMP 444

Put all your trust in God WOV 464

The chimes of time (It is no secret) Lyrics and YouTubeclip
These hills FFS 63
This is my desire S1 515

We are many we are one FFS 67

Welcomed into the courts of the King S3 1587

Welcome, King of kings CMP 958; S1 548
Welcome the King S1 549
Where cross the crowded ways of life MHB 895; WOV 532; H&P 431

Wisdom be our guide HIOS 156
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 474; H&P 278; CMP 784


	Prayers
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NLT = New Living Translation of the Bible
	Collect 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

you sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and power of your Church.
Sow in our hearts the seeds of your grace

that we may bear the fruit of the Spirit, 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship
Put your trust in the love of the Lord

and celebrate

because he has rescued us.

He has been good to us

so come and sing about the Lord.

Based on Psalm 13.5-6

Come: now is the time to worship!

Rejoice! 


Outside it’s bleak and cold 


- here in the house of God 


is warmth of human company, 



shared memories, 



united hopes

Outside winter is battering on our rooftop: 


but the architects, the planners the builders and the labourers 



have done their job well, 



and we are warm and snug

Outside is a world we will go back out to soon, 



warmed and encouraged 



by reminders of God’s grace in the lives of those we love

The rest of today and the week, the month and the year lie ahead still: 


maybe with warmth, maybe with cold and difficulties

But we are now and here: here and now is the time to worship…

We can listen to rain on the roof: 


or we can listen for the mercies of God

 We can remember places we missed God’s mark


or we can reach out anew for overflowing love

 We can think how cold it is 


when we move from the fire at the centre of God’s heart

Or we can decide to come closer, 


to choose love, 



to say and do and think and live 



the ways that Jesus showed us.

We could have stayed home: 



Toasty and roasty, insulated isolated, warmed and woollied

But we came to be warmed inside

Oh yes: it‘s cold outside: 



and here and now is the time to worship!
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
Matariki XE "MATARIKI II" 
Leader: 
At the end of this day the sun will go down…and our night will 
                        begin

Reader 1: 
Our work for today will have finished

Reader 2: 
We will look back and say “ yes…it is good”

Reader 1: 
We may look back with regrets and say “I would do that differently 
                        next time”

Reader 2: 
And the day will come to an end.

Leader: 
At the end of the day we will face sleep

Reader 1: 
and as we go to sleep, the stars will begin their dance…
Reader 2: 
Or rather, we will see their dance begin

Reader 1: 
The solemn circling in the night’s heavens high above, marking the
                        movement of our earth, the passing of time

Reader 2: 
the passing of the day, the movement to the night

Leader: 
And in the east, the Matariki stars will rise

Reader 1:     
God made two great lights, the sun and the moon, to shine down 

                        upon the earth. The greater one, the sun, presides during the day; 

                        the lesser one, the moon, presides through the night. He also 

                        made the stars. (Genesis 1:16 - NLT)  

Reader 2:     
The morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy
                        (Job 38:7 - NLT)  

Reader 1:         Praise him, sun and moon!

                         Praise him, all you twinkling stars! (Psalm 148:3 - NLT)  

Leader: 
 And with rising of the Matariki stars the new season begins... 

                        marked and celebrated through the mists of time by many different 
                        names

Pause

                        …and so we celebrate

Reader 1: 
We celebrate new beginnings

Reader 2: 
We affirm hope and newness of life

Reader 1: 
We rejoice in green and gold, in spring colours, in the promise of 
                        harvest and provision of fresh fruits

Leader: 
We acknowledge the gifts that spring offers: that our Creator pours
                        out in glorious abundance on this wonderful earth

Reader 1: 
We pledge anew to be responsible stewards of goodness

Reader 2: 
to share from our plenty

Reader 1: 
to look beyond our own needs

Reader 2:
to refrain from holding on to what we do not own

Reader 1: 
to distribute according to what we have been given in grace

Leader: 
that as the stars of Matariki continue their dance overhead, even 
                        if the bright daylight obscures our view of their moving, that we will 
                        listen to your Spirit’s moving in our world… and we will be fruitful.  

                        Amen

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)



	Communal 

Sharing


	New People night
Arrange to put on an evening meal for those who have recently arrived at your church. Invite the church leaders as well as the new-comers. The home of one of the church leaders would be an ideal venue. After the meal get the minister to talk briefly about the church, its history, the groups that operate, the vision and ethos and the opportunities for service. Then get each of the church leaders to briefly introduce themselves before asking the new-comers to do the same.


	Children
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* Matthew 25.40
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	A cup of cold water

It must have been the hottest day of the year when the school decided to have a sports day. Both Jarrod and Liam were in the first race. It was a 100 metre sprint and they came in 4th and 5th and were quite pleased with that result. They were puffing and panting and very hot, Their next event was coming up soon so they got their bags and reached for their water bottles.
Jarrod gulped down several mouthfuls of the refreshing water. But, to Liam’s horror he found that his water bottle was empty. He had forgotten to fill it up from the day before. 

“I’m dying of thirst,” said Liam.

“Just go and refill your bottle from the water fountain,” suggested Jarrod.

“I can’t. I’m in the relay and it’s on now.”

“My next event is the long jump and it’s not for a while,” said Jarrod, “so I’ll refill your bottle for you while you are in the relay.”

“Would you? – Thanks Liam.”

When Jarrod returned from the relay, even hotter and thirstier than he was before, Liam was waiting with a water bottle full of cold water.

“Hey thanks Liam.”
“That’s okay. It was no big deal.”

Was it a big deal? 
Jesus told a story about giving a drink to someone who is thirsty. Then he explained, “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me.”* And in today’s Bible reading Jesus said,    
           And anyone who gives one of my most humble followers a cup of cool 
           water, just because that person is my follower, will surely be rewarded.
           Matthew 10.42 CEV
Jesus wasn’t just talking about drinks of water. What he meant was that when we help and serve other people we are really serving him.
Prayer:

           Lord God, 

           show us every day ways that we can be helpful. 

           At home and at school 

           show us where we can lend a hand 

           and serve people.

           Amen

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (Scroll down for a children’s worship bulletin in MS Word) 


	PowerPoint
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	Make a slide show

Google images for “left out” and “unwelcome” and you can find some outstanding photos (like the one on the right) to make a slide show.
Cartoons from Reverendfun

· Enthusiastic welcome
· Unwelcome
· Church welcomer gone bad
· Hospitality John the Baptizer style
· Mixed messages
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
4
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