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Sunday 28 December 2014
Worth the wait 

Year B - Christmas 1 - 06B
Endings and new beginnings

As our funding has run to an end, the Refresh Ministry of Mission Resourcing is now closing down and this is the last edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.  I am grateful to the many people who have been willing to generously share their songs, prayers and resources though this medium, as well as those who have contributed financially to enable production to continue over the past five years. I have always enjoyed the weekly challenge of seeking to relate the lectionary readings to contemporary culture and have been especially encouraged by my daily email correspondence with readers. 

With endings also comes beginnings. I will be taking a half-time pastoral position in Whangaparaoa Methodist Parish in 2015, while also working at e-publishing Christian resources independently of the Methodist Church. My wife and I established Kereru Publishing last year with the aim of resourcing Christian spirituality. As many people have expressed a desire to continue to get a weekly lectionary resource from me, I am contemplating producing a stripped-down version. It has been tentatively called, “Taking flight”. At this stage it is still an idea, but I’d like to know if this is something you’d find useful. The details are still to be worked out, but my thinking is that there would need to be some charge, maybe $25 NZD for 25 issues, and enough subscribers to warrant pursuing this initiative. I’d send out a sample in the New Year to those who expressed interest. You can express interest or respond with your thoughts by email to me at andrew@kererupublishing.com
Andrew Gamman
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Isaiah 61.10-62.3 The prophet praises the Lord for his saving power and justice. He looks forward to the restoration of Jerusalem.
Psalm 148 A psalm of praise. It calls for all creation to join together in praise and worship of the Lord, the creator.
Galatians 4.4-7 The Spirit tells us that we are children of God and recipients of his promise.
Luke 2.22-40 When Joseph and Mary bring the baby Jesus to the temple to fulfil the requirements of the Law, Simeon recognises the child as the Christ. He takes Jesus in his arms and praises God for bringing light and salvation to the nations.
Christmastide

The present church season is called “Christmastide” and extends until the season of Epiphany, which begins on 6 January. The word “mass” is used to mean a festival and “tide” is just an old way of saying time. So Christmastide is the time when we have a festival to celebrate Christ’s birth. Traditionally this covers the twelve days of Christmas, known to most people in New Zealand because of the song. 
As the first day of Christmas was Christmas Day, today is the fourth day of Christmas – the day to give your true love four calling birds… but before you rush out to buy canaries or similar, you should know that “calling birds” is not the original or authentic lyric. The 1780 version of the song has “four colly birds”. Colly is an Old English regional word for black… so it’s four black birds that you’ll need. The word “colly” was never in wide use so, to make sense of the song, people sang “curley birds”, “coloured birds” or “canary birds”. The now standard “calling birds” was introduced in 1909.
Candlemas
Candlemas is one of the feasts of the church and is usually celebrated on 2 February. It recalls the incident in today’s gospel passage when the infant Jesus was presented at the temple. 


	Introduction / Background
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	“Everything has its own season”
… so said wise king Solomon. And now this season of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has come to an end. Yes, I’m quite sad about that, but I also feel incredibly grateful that Mission Resourcing has provided me with the opportunity to write this material over the past five years. I have also really appreciated the steady flow of encouraging messages that readers have sent my way right through this time. Thank you.
All the previous copies of “10 minutes on a Tuesday” are archived on the New Zealand Methodist website and you can access the resource for the right week by using the COCU number (in the case of the present week 06B) at the top of each issue.
Nunc dimittis
Today’s lectionary reading from the gospel includes the last of four hymns that Luke uses to tell the story of the birth and infancy of Christ. It has been used in Christian worship from the earliest of times. Traditionally it has been a prayer for the end of the day and may be spoken, chanted or sung. It has been set to music by a number of composers and is the inspiration for the hymn “Lord let your servant go in peace” by the Scottish Jesuit theologian James Quinn (WOV 248).

The four hymns from Luke’s gospel have been given titles which are taken from their Latin translation:

· Mary's Magnificat - Luke 1.46-55
· Zechariah's Benedictus  - Luke 1.67-79
· The angels' Gloria in Excelsis - Luke 2.13-14
· Simeon's Nunc Dimittis - Luke 2.28-32
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year B – Christmas 1 – 06B (1 January 2012)  which also follows the gospel reading.  The five years of “10 Minutes” material will remain on this site, giving almost two cycles of the lectionary. 
Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Some years ago, the church decided that I should take some study leave. I enrolled in a three month course at Melbourne University which necessitated leaving my family behind and flying off to live in Australia for a while. Being on my own in a new city presented challenges. I know some of you will identify with them.
The first problem was where to live. I arranged accommodation at one of the student halls, but quickly found living among a group of 17 and 18 year old students was not my cup of tea at all. The combination of yahooing teenagers running up and down the dorms all hours of the day and night and formal dinners in the dining room (where it was compulsory to wear academic gowns!) drove me crazy.
Fortunately, I was able to arrange to house-sit a home in the outer suburbs for a family who were off to New Zealand for a time. From Ringwood to the University required catching a bus, train, then a tram. And that became my daily routine. The public transport system in Melbourne is great. One ticket is good for the bus, train and tram. And they all run so frequently that you don’t have to look at timetables. You just go to the bus stop or train station and, before long, your ride comes.
But, of course, in a big house on my own I was lonely, and I missed my family. I arranged for them to spend the mid-semester break with me. They flew to Melbourne, we hired a car and drove to Canberra and Sydney and had a great time together for a couple of weeks.

This was back in 1992 and it was before we had email, SKYPE and Facebook, and toll calls were expensive in those days too. So I communicated with home by fax. (If you don’t know what a fax is, ask an older person.) After three months I was longing to get home and counting down the days. When it finally came to the flight home the weather was bad. Continental Airlines took their flight instructions from the USA, so it happened that, while other flights were landing in Auckland, we flew from Melbourne across the Tasman and then when we got near Auckland we were turned back to Australia and landed in Sydney. 

And there we sat on the ground. We weren’t allowed or leave the plane. We just had to sit, and wait to be cleared to fly again. They ran out of refreshments and they didn’t take any more on board… I was on the wrong side of the Tasman… and I just wanted to be home!

We eventually got going again, but by the time we arrived at Auckland it was the small hours of the morning and we were seven hours behind schedule. There had been a welcome party arranged to meet me, but they had long since dispersed. However Caroline and her dad were there – patiently waiting.
Patient waiting is not easy, but sometimes it is necessary. Our gospel story this morning tells us of two people who waited and waited and waited to see a promise fulfilled. Their names were Simeon and Anna and we read their story in Luke 2.22-40.
Recognise the Christ

As good Jews, Mary and Joseph were scrupulous about fulfilling the requirements of the law. Every Jewish boy was to be circumcised on the eighth day after birth. This was a symbol for the Jews of their separation as God’s people. It was a joyful time when the family celebrated the baby being included in God’s covenant with Israel. Part of their tradition was also the “redemption of the firstborn”. A firstborn son was presented to God one month after birth. The parents acknowledged that the child belonged to God and used an offering to “buy him back” from God. There was also the purification of the mother. For forty days after the birth of a son the mother was considered ceremonially unclean and could not enter the temple. The parents were to come to the temple after this time and offer a lamb, then the priest would declare her clean. If they were too poor to bring a lamb, a pigeon was deemed acceptable. 
Joseph and Mary were poor, so their offering was a pigeon. In the temple Mary and Joseph with baby Jesus met Simeon and Anna. Simeon and Anna were two old people who had been waiting a long time. They were waiting to see the Messiah. So far as we know, Simeon wasn’t a temple priest. He was just a good man, who loved God and waited. He waited because God had told him that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the promised Messiah

No doubt in his life-time many prospective leaders had appeared about whom people wondered, “Is this the Messiah?” But on this particular day, amongst the crowds that passed through the temple courts, he saw a baby carried in the arms of peasant parents… and he just knew that this one was the Christ. Here was the Messiah in the guise of vulnerable little baby, in the arms of an apprehensive couple who had wandered in from the countryside. How very different from the military hero expected by the Zealots.
And that is the thing, isn’t it?... to recognise the Christ. Knowing the Scriptures is not enough. We are called to know this Christ – the one predicted by the Scriptures. 
We are called to recognise him when he speaks and acts in ordinary things, in everyday ways. He appears to us in the needs of others, among the poor and the lonely. He appears to us in the story of the baby in the manger. He challenges us to open our eyes and recognise him... in our world, in our community, in our seasonal celebrations recognise the Christ, and…

Learn to wait

Anna was a prophet. Prophets were known for their wisdom and for the fact that they told God’s word to people. Anna also recognised the baby Jesus as the Messiah. 
(There is some ambiguity in the text and depending on your translation you will see either: That Anna married, then after seven years was widowed and, at this time, was 84 years old… or: That she had married, lived with her husband for seven years, and had at this time been a widow for 84 years. So she was either old - or very, very old.)
These two old people, Simeon and Anna, were among the first to recognise the Christ. In their culture they were respected because of their age. Their words carried extra weight because of their life experience.
It seems that our society, by contrast, values youthfulness over wisdom. Did you ever hear of a young person buying “aging cream” so they could earn the respect and admiration of their peers? We seldom admire the elderly, and their contribution is often ignored. We can learn from this story the value of looking to the wisdom and experience of age.

When it came to Anna she was respected for her age, but because she was a woman, her pronouncement that Jesus was the Messiah would have counted for little in her day. Jewish courts regarded women as untrustworthy witnesses. Here she is included by Luke at the beginning of his gospel giving testimony that Jesus is the Christ. It is a woman’s testimony to the most important arrival in history. This speaks volumes about the changes that Jesus the Redeemer will bring among his followers.

Anna had known a sad life. Her husband had died after only seven years of marriage. How she longed for the hope that was promised by God; the Messiah who would change everything. She continued to display confidence in God through this long period of waiting for the promised Messiah. 

Patiently waiting is not easy, but sometimes it is necessary. When we pray and God takes time to answer our prayers we often ask:

     Where is God?

     When will he answer?

     Why hasn’t he done something?

“I waited patiently for the Lord,” says the Psalmist (Psalm 40.1). Not us though – we don’t wait patiently. If we can’t get it straight away, we try something else. We want the world… and we want it now.
But dear old Anna and Simeon challenge us to learn to wait. Learn to wait. And what do we do while we are waiting?

Faithfully persevere

In Simeon and Anna we have a picture of a couple of ordinary, aged people who have learned the disciplines of quiet prayer and constant watchfulness. I wonder how many years they were at the temple waiting, looking, asking God, “Is this the time? Is this the one?” Look at the passage to see what they did:
     Simeon “loved God” v25 
     was “waiting for God” v25
     “Praised God” v28
     is God’s “servant” v29
     Anna “served God” v37, 
     “was praying” v37, 
     “often going without eating” v37

     “praised God” v38, 
     “spoke of the child Jesus to everyone” v38

Their wait for the Messiah must have seemed endless. There must have been times of doubting that they would ever see him. But through it all they faithfully persevered and prayed. They served God and they saw God’s promise fulfilled.
I don’t know what hopes and dreams you carry into 2015. But God’s word to us today is to faithfully persevere in serving and trusting him. As we persevere in prayer and we will see his will fulfilled in our lives. 
     Recognise him in the ordinary things

     learn to wait

     and, in the meantime, faithfully persevere.
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	Nelson Mandela – the victory of patient perseverance
Nelson Mandela is one of the best recent examples of someone with patient perseverance. Born is South Africa, he trained in law and went on to become the leading civil rights voice speaking out against the oppressive South African apartheid regime. He was arrested as a terrorist in 1963 and imprisoned in the notorious Robben Island prison. Even though in prison, he refused to bend his ideals in order to be released. Instead he remained a symbol of hope for his people. Through international pressure he was finally released in 1990 after spending 27 years behind bars. Upon his release he continued his campaign to demolish apartheid. Finally, when an all races election was held in 1994, he became president of South Africa and committed himself to peace and reconciliation with the white South African minority. His presidency lasted until 1999. Mandela died on 5 December last year. His life is an example of what can be achieved through patient perseverance.
"I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons will live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal for which I hope to live for and to see realised. But, My Lord, if it needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die." Nelson Mandela speaking at his trial in 1964.
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	U2- 40 

This track off U2’s 1983 album War is a rendition of Psalm 40. It introduces the idea of patiently waiting for the Lord to work out his purposes:

I waited patiently for the Lord

He inclined and heard my cry

He brought me up out of the pit

Out of the miry clay
He set my feet upon a rock

And made my footsteps firm

Many will see

Many will see and hear

I will sing, sing a new song

            How long to sing this song?

The song was used extensively as a concert closer in the early days of the band and often the crowd kept on singing long after the band had left the stage.

Watch on YouTube


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Goodbye 2014 – A clothesline of praise

Being the last Sunday of the year it is a good time to reflect on the year that has been. Set up a string across the front of the church and have some clothes pegs available. Distribute note paper and pencils. Get everyone to write down one thing that they have been thankful for in 2014. Then ask people to come and peg their notes to the line. You could sing a song like I will give thanks to you (SIS 396; CMP 308) while people are coming up and pegging their notes and returning to their seats again. 
Wrap up with a thanksgiving prayer: 
     God of grace and God of mercy,
     we thank you for your goodness and loving kindness 

[image: image7.jpg]” on a Tuesday



     shown to all people.
     You created us, 

     you sustain us 

     and have acted in history 

     through your Son Jesus Christ to redeem us.
     So we respond in thanksgiving and praise

     for all that you have done

     and give ourselves afresh into your service.

     Through Jesus Christ we pray

     Amen


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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Owl City


	Hymns & Songs
At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Bring in your new world HIOS 13

Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Faith has set us on a journey  FFS 14

For unto us a child is born SIS 42
Give to our God immortal praise WOV 43; WOV 43; H&P 22; CMP 171

Great God we sing that mighty hand WOV 52; H&P 356
Good Christians all, rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104: CMP 196
I will give thanks to you SIS 396; CMP 308    
Jesus name above all names SIS 226; CMP 375; S1 291

Jesus the very thought of thee MHB 108; WOV 126; H&P 265
Jesus, where’re your people meet MHB 675; WOV 372: H&P 549; S2 844
Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305 
Let earth and heaven combine MHB 142; WOV 229, H&P 109
Lord bid your servant go in peace WOV 248

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Mighty God CMP 891; S1 356

Praise the Lord, you heavens adore him MHB 13; WOV 58; H&P 15; CMP 920

Through all the changing scenes of life MHB 427; H&P 73; WOV 30; CMP 702

To us a child of royal birth MHB 141; WOV 230

Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
Where the road runs out  AA 156 
The contemporary hymn-writer who has impressed me most in recent years is Stuart Townend from Yorkshire, and I have often recommended his classic hymns like “In Christ alone” and “How deep the Father’s love” in this column. His hymns tell the breadth of the gospel story as well as having theological depth, and his tunes are superbly singable. Your youth group will be interested in Owl City’s cover of his hymns which you can hear in these YouTube clips. (Owl City is an American electronica musician most famous for his hit “Fireflies”.)


	Prayers

	Collects 
Radiant God, 

in Christ Jesus your light shines in our darkness, 

giving joy in our sorrow 

and revealing your presence in our loneliness. 

Fill our hearts with your light 

that in the darkness of this world 

our lives may shine with your eternal splendour; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

God of glory, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

in your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share in the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing Hous e, 1999)
Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens!

    Praise him from the skies!

Praise him, all his angels!

    Praise him, all the armies of heaven!

Praise him, sun and moon!

    Praise him, all you twinkling stars!

Praise him, skies above!

    Praise him, vapors high above the clouds!

Let every created thing give praise to the Lord,

    for he issued his command, and they came into being.

He set them in place forever and ever.

    His decree will never be revoked.
Praise the Lord from the earth,

    you creatures of the ocean depths,

fire and hail, snow and clouds,

    wind and weather that obey him,

mountains and all hills,

    fruit trees and all cedars,

wild animals and all livestock,

    small scurrying animals and birds,

kings of the earth and all people,

    rulers and judges of the earth,

young men and young women,

    old men and children.
Let them all praise the name of the Lord.

    For his name is very great;

    his glory towers over the earth and heaven!

He has made his people strong,

    honoring his faithful ones—

    the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.

Canticle of Simeon 
Called “Nunc Dimittis” from the opening words in Latin. This is a Candlemas prayer.

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace,
your word has been fulfilled:
My own eyes have seen the salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
See also H&P 828 and MHB Ancient hymns and canticles section No. 10.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Visiting from another church?
Since it is the summer break many churches will have visitors from other areas. Allow space in your service for visitors who wish to tell your congregation a bit about their home church and to bring greetings. Lead in prayer for those fellowships and send greetings back.


	Children
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	(Take along a photo of a baby. It could be of yourself or some other adult that the children know. See if the children can guess who it is.)

I have a photo of a baby here. 

Do any of you have a baby sister or brother?

What do people say when they see a new baby?


Isn’t he lovely?


She’s got her mother’s nose and eyes


She’s certainly got a fine pair of lungs


Look at him kicking – he’ll be a footballer that one!
Our Bible reading today tells us:

When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to do what the Law of Moses says should be done for a new baby, the Spirit told Simeon to go into the temple. Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised God. (Luke 2.27 CEV)

When Simeon held the baby Jesus in his arms, he was very happy. He recognised that this baby was God’s chosen king. And he talked about what the baby was like…


He didn’t say “He’s got his mother’s nose”


He said, “He is a light to reveal God to the nations”

Now, that’s a rather funny thing to say about a baby. But this was no ordinary baby. This baby was God himself, who had come to live among us. We say that Jesus was “God in the flesh”. That means that we can look at Jesus and see what God is like. Because of Jesus, we can come close to God and even become part of God’s family. Without him we’d be in the dark about what God is like and what he wants of us.
         Prayer

         Lord Jesus,
         thank you for this special time of year

         when we have holidays

         and remember when you were born in Bethlehem.

         Thank you that when we trust in you

         we can be counted as part of God’s family.

         Amen.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
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	In Christian art
· Google images for “presentation at the temple”

· Presentation at the temple  Andrea Mantegna 1500

· Presentation in the temple in stained glass 

Cartoon from reverendfun
· Trust people more
· Patience
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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