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Sunday 27 July 2014
Live in God’s love 

Year A - Pentecost 7- 49A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 29.15-28  Jacob wishes to marry Rachel, but Laban tricks him and he marries Leah. After another seven years work Jacob also marries Rachel.
Psalm 105.1-11, 45b A song of praise to the Lord for his mighty power and fair decisions. 

Romans 8.26-39 God is at work in his chosen people and nothing can separate us from his love.
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 Speaking to the crowd, Jesus tells a story about mustard seed and another about yeast to show what the kingdom is like. Then, to the disciples, he speaks of hidden treasure, a pearl merchant and fish in a net.
July – New Zealand Bible Month

To give churches more flexibility and more opportunity to celebrate the Bible, what was “Bible Sunday” has become New Zealand Bible Month this year. This allows churches to select a Sunday (or all four) in the month of July to lift up the Bible and encourage people to read it and apply it to their lives. This particularly helps those churches unable to celebrate on the traditional third Sunday date to still participate in the nationwide Bible Month campaign. The Bible Society has produced a range of useful resources to help churches encourage Bible engagement and help people build a regular habit of Bible reading. To acknowledge the Bicentenary of the Gospel in New Zealand there is a very useful pdf Kiwi Bible Heroes. 

Maori language week 21-27 July 2014
Maori language week concludes today. The theme this year is is ‘Te Kupu o te Wiki', The Word of the Week. Te Kupu o te Wiki will introduce 50 new Maori words to the nation over 50 weeks – that’s one new word a week over a year. After 50 weeks, New Zealanders will have 50 new Maori words in their vocabulary.
Maori language week has been a feature of the New Zealand calendar since 1975.


	Introduction / Background
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NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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Available from kererupublishing.com

	Romans

We continue today our series through the second half of Paul’s letter to the Romans. For a brief introduction to the letter see the 13 July ‘14 edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. An outline of the whole series is printed below:

Living as believers

13 July ‘14
Romans 8.1-11

Live in the Spirit
47A

20 July ‘14
Romans 8.12-25

Live with hope

48A

27 July ‘14
Romans 8.26-39

Live in God’s love
49A

3 August ‘14
Romans 9.1-5


Live for others

50A

10 August ‘14
Romans 10.5-15

Live to tell others
51A

17 August ‘14
Romans 11.1-2, 29-32
Live in God’s mercy
52A

24 August ‘14
Romans 12.1-8

Live in the body
53A

31 August ‘14
Romans 12.9-21

Live in harmony
54A
Predestined?
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“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined,” says Paul in Romans 8.29 (NRSV). This statement and others similar (see Ephesians 1.11) have given rise to endless theological debate over whether human destiny is pre-determined or based on free will. On the one side of the debate is Jean Calvin who emphasised the sovereignty of God and believed that God has predetermined salvation only for some. On the other side is Jacobus Arminius who believed that election was conditional on the will of people to have faith. A short paragraph will always be an inadequate summary of the debate, but at issue is the question “who decides?” Does God’s foreknowledge eliminate human choice? Do we have the free will to be able to decide to have faith? Is the choice with the individual or with God? While John Wesley was associated with Arminianism, it is also possible to remain with a foot in both camps and maintain that the truth is found in paradox.
Matthew

For those who are following the gospel stream, the previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. You will find there the following series through Matthew’s gospel: 

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July
‘11
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer
47A
17 July ‘11
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

48A
24 July
‘11
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom
49A
31 July
‘11
Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000


50A
7 August ‘11
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

51A
14 August ‘11
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith 

52A
21 August ‘11
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus? 

53A
28 August ‘11
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross 

54A

Today’s Matthew passage covers several of Jesus’ parables of the kingdom. I have published a low cost eBook “Stations for Parables of Jesus” which provides station ideas for every one of the Jesus’ parables. The aim of the book is to provide station suggestions bearing in mind that those running services week by week do not have endless resources of time or materials. Therefore the ideas suggested are simple and poignant and each parable has a short introduction to help understand its meaning and context.
Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	During a recent trip to another part of the country I was able to visit an old friend. Because he had moved towns, I hadn’t seen him for some time and it was good to have the opportunity to catch up and renew an old friendship. Some people have to face more than their fair share of difficult circumstances, and that certainly has been the case for him. 
While he was still in his late teens he was diagnosed with life threatening cancer and, although early surgery was successful, he was left with a major abdominal scar as a permanent reminder of how serious a health scare this had been. In his twenties he fell in love and married a girl he met at church. Sadly, after a few years of marriage, his love and devotion was no longer returned and his young wife ended the relationship. At the time he held a management position in a company that he had worked for from the beginning of his working life. Unfortunately, around the same time as his marriage breakup, he was made redundant. Compounding his problems, and no doubt related to the stresses he was under, was the on-set of bi-polar disorder, a condition that he continues to battle with to this day.

Bad things happen. And, while most of us do not have to suffer the string of misfortunes that have been the experience of my friend, difficulties come to us all and accidents do happen. Sometimes we face crises of our own making and sometimes they come as a result of circumstances over which we have no control whatsoever. We cannot minimise the power that these external disasters have to bring grief and pain and sorrow. 

Yet, even more important with than the circumstances we face is the way in which we react towards them. For my unfortunate friend the love of God is the one anchor onto which he clings. His prayer is that God’s plan for him will be worked out in the middle of these difficult circumstances. 

We turn again this morning to Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome. It was not long after the Romans received this letter that the Emperor Nero began his brutal persecution of the Christians in that city. A time of trial was coming and Paul’s letter would prove to be particularly apt for them, as it is today for anyone experiencing trouble. He writes, 
“Can anything separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble, suffering, and hard times, or hunger and nakedness, or danger and death?... I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love.” (Romans 8.35 & 38a)
Call on God’s help

Paul reminds us that God is with us to help us.

“In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us” (Romans 8.26a ). 
One of Aesop’s fables concerns a small mouse and a great lion. The mouse had initially annoyed the lion by running over him as he lay sleeping. Having been woken from his sleep the lion reached out his huge paw and grabbed the mouse. The frightened mouse pleaded for his life, promising that if he was released he would return the favour. The lion was so amused by the thought of the apparent impossibility of him being helped by such an insignificant creature that he had pity on the mouse and let him go. But not long afterwards the lion fell prey to a trapper’s net. The more he struggled the more he became ensnared and, realising his predicament, he roared in terror. When the mouse heard the distressed lion’s cry he rushed to his help. With his sharp little teeth the mouse was able to gnaw through the strands of the net and free the lion. And so it was that the lion and the mouse became the best of friends. 
We can imagine how this new friendship could change the life of the small mouse. Would he still be frightened of his previous foe, the rat, now he that he had a lion at his side? I think not! 
Would he still shrink back and shuffle away in fear at the slightest unknown sound?  I think not!
So it is that Paul writes, “What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can anyone be against us?” (Romans 8.31)

Why would we shrink back in fear? God is on our side. His Spirit is here to help us. When we are in trouble we can call upon him for help and strength.

Sing a song of God’s goodness
Commentators suggest that Romans 8.28-30 is an ancient Christian hymn. It certainly is a great declaration to put to song:
We know that God is always at work 

for the good of everyone who loves him.

They are the ones God has chosen for his purpose,

and he has always known who his chosen ones would be. 

He had decided to let them become like his own Son, 

so that his Son would be the first of many children. 

God then accepted the people he had already decided to choose, 

            and he has shared his glory with them

In this song we find one of the best known and best loved verses to be found in the writings of Paul: “God is always at work for the good of those who love him.” This doesn’t mean that everything that happens to us is good. Nor is it a promise that every difficult and negative circumstance will be resolved the way that we desire or wonderfully somehow become positive.
Our life experience shows us that those who love the Lord suffer and face the same trials as everyone else. The difference lies in the fact that our suffering need not defeat us. While for some the bitter experiences of life turn them bitter, these can become for us the very experiences in which we find God. While we are in the middle of difficult circumstances we often miss seeing this “good” which only later becomes apparent with the benefit of hindsight. 
It is because of God’s goodness that we trust him… and it is because of our trust that we can sing his praises.

Live in God’s love

What gets in the way of God’s love for us? “Can anything separate us from the love of Christ?” asks Paul. He answers his own question and finishes the chapter with a crescendo of positive declarations:

I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love 

- not life or death, 

not angels or spirits, 

not the present or the future, 

and not powers above or powers below. 

Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ

Jesus our Lord. Romans 8.37-39 CEV
Nothing of this life – with all its joys and sorrows; all its temptations and frustrations; all its diversions and distractions – can part us from the love of Christ.
And certainly death cannot separate us from Christ’s love, for it is in our death and resurrection that we will come finally face to face into his presence.
No angel or spirit, no supernatural force whatsoever can come between us and the love of God.
There is nothing which we know and experience in the present, nor anything that with the passing of time will be revealed in the future that can affect the bond of love that holds us to Christ.
Within the infinite height of the heavens or in the lowest depths of despair into which a person can sink – even in these places there is nothing, absolutely nothing, that can separate us from the love of Christ.
Though all sorts of threats may appear, our union with Christ and his love is never under threat. There is no bad thing that we can think or imagine that can come between us and God’s love. And just to round off the list, so that we can be absolutely sure, the scripture declares, “Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord!”

With all confidence then, we can live in God’s love.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	Hope

HOPE is an acronym for Hold On Pain Ends.

	Broader / Personal
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	Music tracks related to today’s theme
· All things work together for good from the American children’s television series “Colby’s Clubhouse”.
· All things work together for good from Singapore psychedelic pop group October Cherries. The song was written in 1968 and originally released on their 1971 “World Hits” album.
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	Dealing to those worries – A response to Romans 8.26-39
You will need:

· Pencils and a piece of notepaper for everyone.

· A cross placed on the communion table at the front of the church. 
· Enough copies of the following scripture for everyone to take a copy away with them. 
I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love - not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the present or the future, and not powers above or powers below. Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord! Romans 8.38-39 CEV. 
Print these on coloured paper to distinguish them from the notepaper that people will write on. Put them by the cross.
Instructions:

· Screen the Whatif YouTube clip (in which Shel Silverstein narrates his poem) or read the words.
· Ask, “What are the Whatifs that are worrying you at present?” Get everyone to take a pencil and a sheet of notepaper and write them down.
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Ask people to bring their Whatifs to the front of the church and place them at the cross - Then get everyone to take from the table a slip of paper with the verses from Romans 8.38-39 printed on it.
· Wrap up with a prayer: 
Lord God, 
sometimes our heads get full of worries. 
We don’t want to worry, 
but it’s so very hard to stop. 
We give you these our Whatifs, 
our concerns and our worries. 
Help us to trust in you, 
to know your peace in our hearts; 
to have your strength to change the things that we can; 
to receive your grace to accept the things that we cannot change; 
and most of all to possess the knowledge 
that we can never be separated from your love. 
Amen.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All as God wills MHB 629; WOV 512
And now, O Father, mindful of the love MHB 759; WOV 440; H&P 593
Away with our fears MHB 278; WOV 314; H&P 296
Be still my soul the Lord is on your side WOV 48

Have faith in God my heart WOV 552; H&P 675
His love is higher S1 171

I am convinced that neither death nor life SIS 543

I’ve found a friend MHB 423
I will call upon the Lord SIS 635; CMP 306
Let Christian faith and hope dispel WOV 57

Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Not angels, nor demons S4 1997

Nothing shall separate us CMP 900; S1 377

Now is eternal life WOV 305; H&P 203
O love how deep MHB 62; WOV 6; H&P 229

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917

O the deep, deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

The love of God is greater far (words and sheet music)

Through the love of God our Saviour MHB 525

To be like Jesus SIS 68
Where shall be found HIOS 151
Wisdom be our guide HIOS 156
You hold us with a tender parent’s hand  HIOS 152
Your love is deep S3 1683
Yours (Thine) be the glory MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212; CMP 689; S1 510



	Prayers
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American Trappist monk Thomas Merton
1915-1968
	Collect 
God, you have poured the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 

so that we call you Father.

Give us grace to devote our freedom to your service 

that we and all creation may be brought 

into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer for the broken hearted

The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, and saves the crushed in spirit. Psalm 34.18

O God of the broken-hearted.

My heart drops when the unseasonal southerly,

dumping cruel snow that freezes the fresh born lambs, 

or when the spring buds, poking through the gnarled bark, 

wither without gifting their colour.

We experience, at some season in our lives, 

the depressing disappointment of thwarted promise.

Absorb the ripples of my anger and renew my spirit.

Turn my dashed hopes around, 

away from revenge.

Bring me confidence in tomorrow, 

to hold your promise and hope, 

for through the shadows 

I know your love is with me, Amen.

© John Howell Sighs too deep for words (Taupo, St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) - used with permission.
Psalm 105 (selection)
Praise the Lord and pray in his name! 

Tell everyone what he has done. 
Sing praises to the Lord! 

Tell about his miracles. 

Celebrate and worship his holy name 

with all your heart. 
Trust the Lord and his mighty power. 

Remember his miracles and all his wonders 

and his fair decisions. 
The Lord is our God, 

bringing justice everywhere on earth. 

He will never forget his agreement or his promises, 

not in thousands of years. 
Shout praises to the Lord!
Contemporary English Version (CEV)  Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Thomas Merton’s prayer

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think that I am following your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road 
though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
© Thomas Merton, Thoughts in Solitude (Boston: Shambhala, 1993)
Down on my luck
Down on my luck

Down in my mind

Down in my mood

Down in my health

Down in my finances

Down in my spirit

Down in my marriage

Down in my work

Down in my soul

Down on my knees

Asking you please

Raise me up

Fill me anew

With everything good

Until there’s no room for despair

No room, for gloom.

Gillian Bell - reproduced from Oh Light ed. Anna Gilkison (Lower Hutt, NZ: Disability, Spirituality & Faith Network, 2008) used with permission.
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Maori place names
To conclude Maori language week, during your service this Sunday get someone to explain the meaning of some of the Maori place names in your area. Many names have historical or mythological stories behind them. 

If there is no-one fluent in Te Reo Maori set someone a little research project. There are several websites like this one that will be of help.

I live in Whangaparaoa – The bay of whales 
       Whanga = bay 

       and Paraoa = whale

And yes, I have had the privilege of watch a school of orca whales swimming close in to the shore. 
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	The lion and the mouse
Read or tell Aesop’s fable of the lion and the mouse (as in the preaching notes above.) Or, if you have the technology, you could screen one of the many YouTube clips of this story. At the end of the story make the point that the mouse’s friendship with the lion would considerably change his life. 
Once he had a lion as his friend no longer would be frightened of his previous foes. 

In our Bible reading today Paul writes, “What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can anyone be against us?” (Romans 8.31). With God on our side we never have to face difficulties alone. We can always ask for his help.

For Bible Month the Bible Society has a children’s activity page on the themes of the Bicentenary of the Gospel in New Zealand.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (scroll down for a worship bulletin in MS Word)


	PowerPoint
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	From YouTube
· Slide show of today’s reading from Romans

Cartoon from reverendfun.com

· Figuring out the book of Romans
Google images for
· “Nothing can separate us from God’s love”

· “All things work together for good”
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
8

