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Sunday 25 May 2014
We have a ready answer 

Year A - Easter 6 - 36A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 17.22-31 Paul addresses the people of Athens. He commends them for 

being very religious and uses a quote from their poets as well as an inscription on 

an Athenian altar to begin to explain to them what God is like. God’s proof, he 

says, is in the resurrection of Jesus.
Psalm 66.8-20 The psalmist calls the people to shout praises to God. Though we 

may be tested, our God listens when we pray, is always kind, and answers us.
1 Peter 3.13-22  Peter encourages Christians not to be afraid even though they 

may have to suffer for doing right. Though he was innocent, Christ was put to 

death. “Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your 
hope.”  

John 14.15-21 Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples to help 

them and show them what is true. He asks them to do as he commands. “If you 

love me, you will do what I have said.”
Ascension Day

This Thursday 29 May is the celebration of the ascension of Jesus. Ascension may be celebrated on this date or next Sunday 1 June. The following Sunday 8 June is Pentecost.



	NZ Music Month
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

WOV:  With One Voice

	NZ Music Month
New Zealand Music Month is a 31-day nationwide celebration of home-grown talent and the diversity of our unique musical culture. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services.
New Zealand hymn suggestions from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 
The following songs are all found in Hope is our Song, published in 2009 by the NZ Hymnbook Trust. They are selected chronologically. They have been chosen as songs that have quickly found a place in worship, both for their strong texts and singability. As is the custom in the Pasifika worship tradition, you might like to try a mix of spoken and sung texts – one or more verses read aloud, followed by these same verses sung. Or, as an alternative, the whole text read in English, and then sung. 
The CD that goes with the book includes a total of 27 songs from Hope is our Song.  ‘CD’ in brackets will indicate those songs found on the CD recording. The CD includes half of the selection given. The recordings are a guide to helping introduce new songs, as well as giving pleasure to the individual and family - in the family home, rest home and other institutional settings. This CD includes a booklet with all words – something not given with earlier CDs. 

Enjoy and be energised for the faith journey!

No. 102   Nothing, nothing, in all creation (CD)

No. 118   Simply to be 

No. 128   Thank you for the night (CD)

No. 156   Wisdom by our guide

No. 157   Wisdom far beyond our knowledge (CD)

Other New Zealand song suggestions

God, companion of our journey  HIOS 32

He came singing love WOV 636; AA 59

Let our love shine out  HIOS 88

Thank you for the night HIOS 128

Where the love of God is guiding FFS 76
(For foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)
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Descent into Hell (Fragment) 
Duccio 1308-1311
	Being God’s people

We continue today our series through the first letter written by the apostle Peter. The whole series is outlined below:
Being God’s people

27 April
We have hope

            1 Peter 1.3-9

4 May

We have been rescued
1 Peter 1.17-23

11 May
We suffer


1 Peter 2.19-25

18 May
We are chosen

1 Peter 2.2-10

25 May
We have a ready answer
1 Peter 3.13-22

1 June
            We are tested

            1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11

Sanctify Christ in your hearts

“Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.” 1 Peter 3.14b-15 NRSV

In this passage Peter is quoting the Greek translation of Isaiah 8.12-13 with the difference that he replaces “the Lord” with “Christ’. For Peter, who had walked with Jesus as one of his disciples, Christ now takes on the titles of God himself.

He preached to the spirits in prison
Peter’s letter speaks of Christ preaching “to the spirits in prison” (1 Peter 3.19) and later of the good news being “preached to the dead” (1 Peter 4.6). These are difficult passages. Much has been written about them and the different opinions are numerous. The verses from Peter sound similar to Ephesians 4.9 that says before Jesus ascended he first “descended into the lower parts of the earth”. What does that mean?

From Peter’s letter some have got the idea that somehow, after his death, Jesus descended into hell. This is a thought that survives in the older versions of the Apostles’ Creed that reads “He descended into hell.” It was also the subject of much medieval Christian art. More recent versions of the creed render “he descended to the dead.” What I understand from this is that Christ’s death and resurrection is a proclamation of his triumph over death and evil.
In the Ephesians text Paul is contrasting the exaltation of the ascended Christ in heaven with the humiliation he suffered by living and dying on earth. By following this understanding, the New English Bible clarifies the meaning when it renders that he descended “to the lowest level, down to the very earth” (Ephesians 4.9).
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Easter 6 – 36A (29 May 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.
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	George had been working alongside of Sean for twelve years. They had become good mates and knew each other very well. They talked about all the deep things that men share about when they’re close: rugby, fishing, movies… George and Sean knew that the company they worked for had been struggling ever since the beginning of the recession. When the big boss arrived one morning their worst fears were realised. He announced the closing of their branch with the loss of eighteen jobs including their own.

A couple of days later George sidled alongside Sean and asked, “Sean I noticed that when we got our redundancy notices you seemed to cope better than others. So what’s the deal? Is that about your faith or something?”

George was a bit embarrassed and mumbled, “I dunno… How do you reckon the Crusaders will go on Saturday?”

      Let’s do a second take of that….

When the big boss arrived one morning their worst fears were realised. He announced the closing of their branch with the loss of eighteen jobs including their own.
A couple of days later George sidled alongside Sean and asked, “Sean I noticed that when we got our redundancy notices you seemed to cope better than others. So what’s the deal? Is that about your faith or something?”

George was a bit embarrassed but replied, “Yeah, well you know that I am a Christian. I reckon that makes a bit of a difference. I know that God is in control of my life. You’ve seen me go through some tough times in the past, especially when my brother died, but I felt that God gave me his peace. I don’t know what is going to happen, but I trust God. And my friends down at the church are a great support.”

Have we got a ready answer?
That’s the question that comes to us from our reading in 1 Peter today. Peter writes “Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your hope.” But, before we get to that he says, “Honour Christ and let him be the Lord of your life.” (1 Peter 3.15 CEV)
Honour Christ 
What does it mean to honour Christ? A literal translation of the verse is Sanctify Christ in your hearts, which sounds a bit technical and is the reason modern translations opt for something easier to understand. “Sanctify” comes from the word “holy” and means to be set apart, to be separate or different. We are familiar with the idea of a “holy” God. We recognise that he is altogether different from us in that he is transcendent and almighty. Christ sought to remind us of this when he taught us to pray “Our Father in heaven, holy (hallowed) be your name.” 
So we recognise God as different but this verse is talking about something happening inside us. It is asking us to partake of the divine nature and behave in ways that are different, that are set apart. We can do that as we let Christ be Lord of our lives. 

Our honouring of Christ is not just an intellectual acknowledgement of who he is it is something that happens “in our hearts.” This is the essence of true worship. We together proclaim a heart-felt recognition of who Christ is and respond by seeking to be obedient to his teaching and live in a way that is different. 
This thought comes up in the hymn At the name of Jesus where Caroline Noel pens the line “Our hearts confess him King of Glory now.” The hymn was first published in her book of verse that has the interesting title “The name of Jesus and other verses for the sick and lonely”.
So honour Christ and…

Always be ready to give an answer
“Always be ready” says Peter. An answer concerning our faith is not something for which we only occasionally prepare ourselves. Opportunities to share about our faith in Christ come at the most unexpected of times. We always need to be ready. Peter would be able to sympathise with Sean’s initial pathetic response in our opening illustration. In writing this letter he is no doubt only too aware of his missed opportunity when in the courtyard of the high priest’s palace. On that occasion, when he was asked by a servant girl if he was a follower of Christ, he responded, “I don’t know what you’re talking about!” (Matthew 26.71 CEV).  

Of course the social and political context of Peter’s first readers was quite different from our own. He was saying to those who faced persecution that, when they are dragged before the authorities and their Christian faith is presented as a criminal offense, they should be ready to give an answer. 
What we do have in common with those first century believers is we’re on a mission from God. It’s a mission to spread this wonderful gospel of grace. And to do that we are required to be sensitive to our hearers. He is not talking about in-your-face obnoxious witnessing, but being ready with a “kind and respectful answer”.
We are to show respect – to behave in a way so that others can see that we live with hope. We are not expected to argue people into the kingdom of God or even to be able to provide answers to those difficult questions like the nature of the Trinity or the problem of suffering. We are at our most effective when we are just willing to tell others about what God has done, and is doing, in our lives and what faith in him means to us. That is how the gospel of Christ is spread.

So when someone asks us about our hope. What would we say?

Always be ready to give an answer and…
Keep your conscience clear
For our witness to ring true, our lives must match our words. Deceitful acts and unkind words will quickly undo the best of our ready answers. On the other hand, when we act with integrity our critics are disarmed. 
For the Christian, our conscience works by the prompting of the Holy Spirit and is informed by the word of God. As we grow in our faith we become increasingly sensitive to the Spirit’s voice, and he challenges us to a life which is more and more honouring to God.
I’m reminded of the South Island farmer who told me that he thought that he was a good and decent chap… until he became a Christian. He thought that maybe he’d have to sort out the odd occasion of drinking to excess, but apart from that he was pretty much a model of virtue. To his surprise, in the first years of his Christian walk, God showed him one thing after another where his behaviour could better match his Christian commitment. His testimony was, “It’s not been easy but I believe that God is building me into a better man.”
Like the farmer we are all aware that we all fall short from time to time. That’s where we can come to God and accept his marvellous offer of forgiveness, and maintain before him a clear conscience.

May we be those who honour Christ in our hearts

are always ready with an answer for those who enquire about our faith

and live our lives with a clear conscience

Amen.
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Tom Skinner

1942-1994

	Quotes

“When you remain hopeful in the face of trial, your faith speaks volumes!” 
John Jewell
“It is, in fact, one of the tragedies of the modern situation that there are so many Church members who, if they were asked what they believe, could not tell anyone, and who, if they were asked why they believe it, would be equally helpless.”
William Barclay

“Diplomacy is more than saying or doing the right things at the right time, it is avoiding saying or doing the wrong things at any time.”
Bo Bennett

A reason for the hope

Afro-American evangelist Tom Skinner was also known as “The prophet out of Harlem”.  Some years ago, when he visited New Zealand, he spoke of the listening ministry exercised by members of his church. Teams would be sent out from the church to visit the local bars. There they would find people on their own and join them with the purpose of listening to them. Often the lonely drinkers would have problems to share. Eventually someone would say, “Why do you come here and listen to my problems?”  At that stage, and only then, the listener was told to be ready to "give a reason for the hope that is in you." (As our reading from 1 Peter today puts it.)
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	Answer songs
An answer song is a song that is recorded in direct response to a previous song by another artist. 
Commonly, it is in the form of a female response to a male lyric or visa-versa. An example of this is “The boy is mine” (1998) by Brandy and Monica which was recorded as a response to “The girl is mine” (1982) by Michael Jackson featuring Paul McCartney. 

Sometimes an answer song is written to provide a different perspective on the same theme. Woody Guthrie believed that Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America” (1918) was unrealistic and in response wrote “God blessed America for me” (1940) which now has the title “This land is your land” and is probably America’s best known folk song.
On other occasions a song is written to directly take issue with a thought expressed by another artist. In 1970 Neil Young’s “Southern Man” attacked the on-going racism in the American south:

I saw cotton and I saw black

Tall white mansions and little shacks.

Southern man when will you pay them back?

Southern band Lynyrd Skynyrd's response was clear in their song “Sweet Home Alabama” (1974): 
Well I heard Mister Young sing about her

Well I heard ole Neil put her down

Well, I hope Neil Young will remember

A southern man don’t need him around any how

Music tracks
· A music track that matches today’s themes and is suitable for playing in your worship service is “Jesus is the answer”. It comes from the album Live at Carnegie Hall (1973) by Andrae Crouch and the Disciples. Read the lyrics Watch on YouTube
· The more cynical response (although it is not really an “answer song”) comes from Scottish musician Midge Ure (formerly front-man for Ultravox and, for a short time, with Thin Lizzy). It is the title track to his 1988 album called “Answers to nothing”.  Read the lyrics Watch on YouTube
· In 1987 Christian artist Leslie Phillips found that things in the Christian life were not always as clear-cut as she had previously believed and, as a result, released and album called The turning. Her earlier album was Black and white in a grey world.  From The Turning comes the track “Answers don’t come easy”. Read the lyrics. Listen on YouTube. Following The turning Leslie left the Contemporary Christian Music fold, changed her name to Sam Phillips, married music producer T-Bone Burnett and continued to release albums with varying degrees of success. She also made an appearance as an actress in the Bruce Willis movie Die Hard with a vengeance and appeared as a backing vocalist on the excellent Bruce Cockburn album Nothing but a burning light.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Set up a station

You will need:

· A collection of cards on each one have a question like:  Should synthetic cannabis be banned? Is health care free in New Zealand? Why should we re-cycle? What difference has the life and death of Jesus made to my life? Should drift-netting be banned? What’s the reason for the unemployment benefit? What’s the purpose of life? What hopes do I have for the future?

· Pencils

· Note paper

· The following instructions printed out in large type

Have you got a ready answer?
Look though the questions on the cards and consider how you would respond to each.
Read from the Bible
Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your hope. Give a kind and respectful answer and keep your conscience clear. This way you will make people ashamed for saying bad things about your good conduct as a follower of Christ. 1 Peter 3.15b-16 CEV
Write Take a piece of note paper and a pencil and write the finish to the sentence “I trust in Jesus because…”

Pray Lord, the Bible tells us to have a ready answer about our hope.

         Help me to be ready and willing to speak for you.

         Amen



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Be bold, be strong SIS 465; CMP 49; S1 38

By your kingly power WOV 306

Go in Jesus’ name S4 1809

In Christ alone S3 1311

In my life, Lord, be glorified SIS 557; CMP 335; S1 230

I’m not ashamed MHB 485; WOV 470; H&P 677; CMP 323

I’m not ashamed (adapted LeTocq) CMP 992

I sing the Almighty power of God MHB 46; WOV 40; H&P 334; CMP 293

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed S1 278

Jesus is the answer (words and music available to purchase from 
     musicnotes.com)
Lord speak to me MHB 781; H&P 553; CMP 444

My God accept my heart WOV 410

My Jesus, my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367

O dearest Lord, your sacred head WOV 539; H&P 172

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

We have a gospel to proclaim WOV 189; H&P 465; CMP 728
We’ve a story to tell CMP 744
What kind of love is this S1 568

What purpose burns within our hearts (free words and music from hymnary.org)
For NZ hymn and song suggestions see NZ Music month above
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	Call to worship

Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!
Sing about the glory of his name!
Tell the world how glorious he is.
Everything on earth will worship you;
they will sing your praises,
shouting your name in glorious songs.

Psalm 66.1,2 &4 Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved
Collects 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear then we are to pray, 

and give more than we either desire or deserve. 

Pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things 

of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things 

which we are not worthy to ask 

save through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
God of mercy,

as we rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, 

the Bread of Life, 

feed us with your plenty 

and increase us in compassion for the hungry; 

though Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Prayer and witness

The credo of loving our neighbour,

acting justly and living sustainably 

can base its ethic on the principles and framework 

of a right relationship between God and humanity, 

and between the creation and humanity. 

We have here a platform for prayer and non-violent witness.

© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Pauls Union Church, 2009) - Used with permission

Confession

Loving God

You are gracious and merciful and forgiving

You came seeking us when we had no thought for you

We confess that we get carried along by the spirit of our age

We think so much of what we may possess

So little of what we have to give

So much of the immediate

So little of the eternal

So much of ourselves

So little of you

Lord have mercy

Christ have mercy
We crave that others would think well of us, 

We want so much to make a good impression

We have so much concern for our reputation

So little for yours

We think so often of how others could serve our needs

So little of how we can serve others

Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy

Strengthen us through the tests that we face

Deliver us from conformity to the standards of those outside your kingdom 

Send your Spirit 

so that we may be uncompromising in our worship and service of you

Make our lip-service into reality

that here and now we would live as your people

owned by you, and joyfully celebrating your life

In Christ’s name 
Amen
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Son of God

Son of God the movie was released in theatres in New Zealand on 15 May. Why not plan a church group trip to the local theatre? 
Watch the trailer.
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	The story of Peter
Tell the story of Peter’s denial of Christ or read it from a children’s Bible. You’ll find it in Matthew 26.69-75 (as well as Mark 14.66-72; Luke 22.56-62 and John 18.15-18, 25-27). Explain that later, after the Holy Spirit came, Peter became very bold in telling other about Jesus. He did not want to make the same mistake again. He didn’t want other Christians to make that mistake either. So he wrote them a letter and said: 
     Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your hope. 
     Give a kind and respectful answer and keep your conscience clear.
     1 Peter 3.15-16
When our friends ask us about what we believe about Jesus or why we go to church can be confident answering them and know that the Holy Spirit will help us.  This is how the good news about Jesus is spread.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Cartoons from Reverendfun 
· Reaching others with God’s message
· Hide it under a bushel
For graphics to support today’s theme

Google images for:
· Answers

· Questions

· Questions and answers
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
6

